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in search of history salem witch trials reveals one of the most infamous episodes in early American

colonial history. The Salem witch trials represent a dark period marked by fear, superstition, and mass

hysteria that led to the accusation, trial, and execution of numerous individuals in Salem,

Massachusetts during 1692. This article explores the historical context, key events, principal figures,

and the broader social and legal implications of the trials. By examining primary sources, trial records,

and scholarly interpretations, the search for understanding this tragic chapter deepens. The discussion

also addresses the long-term impact of the Salem witch trials on American legal practices and cultural

consciousness. Readers will gain a comprehensive overview of the trials and the lessons they impart

about justice and human rights. The following table of contents outlines the main areas covered in this

exploration.

Historical Background of Salem Witch Trials

Key Events and Timeline

Main Figures Involved

Legal Procedures and Trial Process

Causes and Contributing Factors

Aftermath and Historical Impact



Historical Background of Salem Witch Trials

The Salem witch trials occurred in colonial Massachusetts in 1692, a time when the Puritan community

was deeply religious, socially rigid, and prone to fear of the supernatural. The belief in witches and the

devil was widespread, rooted in European traditions and reinforced by the settlers’ experiences in the

New World. Salem Village, now Danvers, was marked by political instability, religious tensions, and

economic difficulties, which created a fertile ground for suspicion and accusations. Understanding the

socio-political climate of late 17th-century New England is essential for grasping why the witch trials

unfolded as they did.

Religious Context

The Puritan faith emphasized strict moral codes and the presence of evil as a real and present force.

The fear of witchcraft was directly linked to the community’s religious worldview, which held that

witches were servants of Satan aiming to corrupt and destroy the godly order. Ministers and church

authorities played significant roles in both fostering and responding to these fears.

Social and Political Climate

Salem Village was rife with internal disputes over property lines, church leadership, and local

governance. These conflicts often overlapped with family rivalries and factional divisions, intensifying

community tensions. The uncertainty caused by external threats, such as conflicts with Native

American tribes and political changes under English rule, further contributed to a climate of anxiety.

Key Events and Timeline

The timeline of the Salem witch trials spans roughly one year, beginning in early 1692 and concluding

in 1693. The rapid escalation from initial accusations to formal trials and executions illustrates the

speed with which hysteria can consume a community.



Initial Accusations

The crisis began in January 1692 when several young girls in Salem Village exhibited strange

behaviors and fits. Their accusations against local women for witchcraft sparked widespread panic.

The first accused included Sarah Good, Sarah Osborne, and Tituba, an enslaved woman of Caribbean

origin.

Trials and Executions

Throughout 1692, over 150 people were formally accused of witchcraft. The court proceedings were

marked by controversial evidentiary practices such as spectral evidence, where witnesses claimed to

see the spirits or specters of the accused harming them. Nineteen individuals were hanged, and one

man was pressed to death. Several others died in jail awaiting trial or execution.

End of Trials

By mid-1693, public opinion shifted, and skepticism about the validity of the accusations grew. The

governor of Massachusetts eventually intervened, halting the trials and ordering the release of

remaining prisoners. The courts later declared the trials unlawful, and compensation was provided to

some victims’ families.

Main Figures Involved

The Salem witch trials involved a range of key individuals, from accusers and accused to judges and

officials who shaped the course of events. Understanding their roles provides insight into the human

dimension of the trials.



Accusers

The initial accusers were primarily young girls, including Elizabeth Parris and Abigail Williams, whose

testimonies sparked the investigations. These girls’ claims were taken seriously by authorities, fueling

the spread of accusations.

Accused

Those accused came from varied backgrounds but often included marginalized individuals such as

women who were socially isolated or outspoken. Notable accused figures include Rebecca Nurse,

Giles Corey, and Bridget Bishop.

Judicial and Religious Leaders

Judge Samuel Sewall, Magistrate John Hathorne, and Reverend Cotton Mather were among those

who played critical roles in the trials. Their decisions and writings influenced the legal and moral

framework of the proceedings.

Legal Procedures and Trial Process

The legal process during the Salem witch trials reflected the colonial justice system but was heavily

influenced by fear and superstition. The procedures deviated from modern standards of due process.

Use of Spectral Evidence

Spectral evidence, testimony that the spirit or specter of the accused appeared to the witness, was a

controversial but pivotal form of proof used in the trials. Its acceptance led to numerous convictions

despite the lack of physical evidence.



Court Structure and Trials

The Court of Oyer and Terminer was established specifically to hear the witchcraft cases. Trials were

often brief, and defendants faced significant challenges in mounting a defense. Confessions were

sometimes coerced or extracted under duress.

Legal Reforms Post-Trials

After the trials, significant legal reforms were introduced to prevent similar miscarriages of justice,

including restrictions on the admissibility of certain types of evidence and stronger protections for

defendants’ rights.

Causes and Contributing Factors

The Salem witch trials were the result of a complex interplay of social, psychological, and

environmental factors. Scholars continue to analyze these causes to better understand the

phenomenon of mass hysteria.

Religious Zealotry: The intense Puritan belief system framed witchcraft as a dire threat requiring

immediate action.

Social Strife: Factionalism and personal vendettas within Salem Village contributed to

accusations.

Economic Pressures: Land disputes and economic competition heightened tensions.

Psychological Factors: Mass hysteria and fear influenced the behaviors of accusers and the

community.



Environmental and Medical Explanations: Some theories suggest ergot poisoning or other

illnesses may have caused symptoms interpreted as witchcraft.

Aftermath and Historical Impact

The Salem witch trials left a lasting legacy on American history, law, and culture. They serve as a

cautionary tale about the dangers of extremism, injustice, and the breakdown of rational legal

processes.

Legal and Judicial Legacy

The trials prompted changes in evidentiary standards and legal protections, influencing the

development of American criminal justice principles, including the presumption of innocence and the

right to counsel.

Cultural Reflections

The Salem witch trials have been the subject of countless literary, theatrical, and scholarly works,

symbolizing the perils of fanaticism and the importance of due process. They continue to resonate as a

powerful metaphor for injustice and societal fear.

Memorials and Recognition

Modern efforts to remember the victims include monuments and educational programs in Salem and

beyond, acknowledging the tragic consequences of the events and honoring those who suffered.



Frequently Asked Questions

What was the main cause of the Salem Witch Trials?

The main cause of the Salem Witch Trials was a combination of social tensions, religious fervor, and

mass hysteria in the Puritan community of Salem, Massachusetts, in 1692.

Who were the primary accusers in the Salem Witch Trials?

The primary accusers were a group of young girls in Salem Village, including Abigail Williams and

Betty Parris, who claimed to be possessed and accused several local women of witchcraft.

How many people were executed during the Salem Witch Trials?

Nineteen people were executed by hanging during the Salem Witch Trials, and one man was pressed

to death with heavy stones.

What role did the court play in the Salem Witch Trials?

The court, including the infamous Court of Oyer and Terminer, conducted the trials and accepted

spectral evidence, which contributed to the convictions and executions of accused witches.

How did 'In Search of History' approach the Salem Witch Trials?

'In Search of History' explored the Salem Witch Trials by examining historical records, interviewing

experts, and presenting dramatic reenactments to provide a detailed understanding of the events and

their impact.

What was 'spectral evidence' and why was it controversial?

Spectral evidence was testimony that the spirit or specter of the accused was seen committing

witchcraft. It was controversial because it was intangible and unverifiable, yet heavily influenced the

court's decisions.



How did the Salem Witch Trials end?

The Salem Witch Trials ended when the governor of Massachusetts, William Phips, disbanded the

Court of Oyer and Terminer and later pardoned many of the accused after public opinion turned

against the trials.

What impact did the Salem Witch Trials have on American history?

The Salem Witch Trials highlighted dangers of mass hysteria, flawed legal procedures, and religious

extremism, influencing future American legal standards and promoting skepticism toward witchcraft

accusations.

Are there any surviving documents or artifacts from the Salem Witch

Trials?

Yes, many court records, trial transcripts, and personal letters survive from the Salem Witch Trials,

preserved in historical archives and museums for study and public education.

How have modern historians interpreted the causes of the Salem

Witch Trials?

Modern historians interpret the Salem Witch Trials as resulting from a mix of psychological, social,

political, and environmental factors, including fear, power struggles, economic hardship, and possible

ergot poisoning.

Additional Resources

1. The Devil in Massachusetts: A Modern Enquiry into the Salem Witch Trials by Marion L. Starkey

This book offers a detailed investigation into the Salem Witch Trials, blending historical facts with

psychological insights. Starkey explores the social, religious, and political factors that led to the

hysteria. The narrative provides a comprehensive look at the events and the people involved, making it



accessible to both scholars and general readers.

2. A Delusion of Satan: The Full Story of the Salem Witch Trials by Frances Hill

Frances Hill presents a thorough and gripping account of the Salem Witch Trials, tracing the origins

and aftermath of the tragic events. The book delves into the lives of the accusers and the accused,

revealing the widespread fear and paranoia that fueled the trials. Hill’s research sheds light on how

superstition and power struggles influenced the trials.

3. In the Devil’s Snare: The Salem Witchcraft Crisis of 1692 by Mary Beth Norton

Mary Beth Norton offers a scholarly yet engaging analysis of the Salem Witch Trials within the broader

context of 17th-century colonial America. The book examines the political, social, and religious

tensions that contributed to the crisis. Norton provides new interpretations based on extensive primary

sources, enriching our understanding of this dark chapter in history.

4. The Salem Witch Trials: A Day-by-Day Chronicle of a Community Under Siege by Marilynne K.

Roach

This book provides a meticulous timeline of the Salem Witch Trials, documenting each event with

precision. Marilynne K. Roach uses court records, personal letters, and other contemporary documents

to recreate the atmosphere of fear and suspicion. The day-by-day approach allows readers to follow

the progression of the trials in real time.

5. Salem Possessed: The Social Origins of Witchcraft by Paul Boyer and Stephen Nissenbaum

Boyer and Nissenbaum analyze the social and economic divisions within Salem Village that

contributed to the witchcraft accusations. Their work highlights how local rivalries and community

tensions ignited the hysteria. This sociological perspective offers a deeper understanding of the

underlying causes of the trials beyond mere superstition.

6. Witch-Hunt: Mysteries of the Salem Witch Trials by Marc Aronson

Marc Aronson combines storytelling with historical research to explore the mysteries surrounding the

Salem Witch Trials. The book addresses unresolved questions and myths, offering evidence-based

explanations. It is an engaging read for younger audiences and those new to the subject.



7. The Witches: Suspicion, Betrayal, and Hysteria in 1692 Salem by Stacy Schiff

Pulitzer Prize-winning author Stacy Schiff provides a vivid narrative of the Salem Witch Trials, focusing

on the key figures and their motivations. Schiff’s storytelling brings the historical characters to life while

maintaining rigorous scholarship. The book explores the complexities of fear, power, and justice in

colonial America.

8. Salem Witch Trials: The Definitive History by Paul S. Boyer

This comprehensive volume presents a well-rounded history of the Salem Witch Trials, incorporating

political, religious, and cultural analyses. Paul S. Boyer offers insights into the broader implications of

the trials for American history. The book serves as both an academic resource and an accessible

introduction for general readers.

9. The Crucible by Arthur Miller

Although a work of historical fiction, Arthur Miller’s play dramatizes the Salem Witch Trials to explore

themes of hysteria, accusation, and integrity. Written during the McCarthy era, it draws parallels

between the witch trials and modern-day political persecution. The Crucible remains a powerful and

influential interpretation of the Salem events.
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100 important events, ranging from the first attempt at colonization at the Lost Colony of Roanoke,
Virginia, in 1585 to the ratification of the Constitution in 1791. With this book, the research
experience is transformed and elevated. Term Paper Resource Guide to Colonial American Historyis
a superb source to motivate and educate students who have a wide range of interests and talents.
Coverage includes key wars and conflicts, establishment of colonies and colleges, legislation and
treaties, religious events, exploration, publications, and more.
  in search of history salem witch trials: Misogyny in American Culture Letizia Guglielmo
Ph.D., 2018-10-01 This set surveys American misogyny in all its cultural forms, from popular music,
film, and education to healthcare, politics, and business. The work also assesses proposals to
confront and reduce such expressions of hatred. The essays contained in this two-volume set explore
misogyny within various areas of American culture to demonstrate its pervasiveness and identify
common foundations of its many presentations. Beyond a basic definition of misogyny, which
includes hatred of women and girls and the ways in which this hatred and distrust influences action,
speech, discrimination, policy, and culture in the United States, this project also aims to expand and
complicate definitions of misogyny in order to provide readers with a robust introduction to and
understanding of the larger topic. Given the current political and cultural climate and the more
frequent and widespread use of the term misogyny by various media outlets and voters during the
2016 presidential election, this book has the potential both to contribute to ongoing conversations
on misogyny and, among its intended audience of advanced high school, beginning college students
and the general public, to inform a shift currently unfolding in public conversation on the topic.
  in search of history salem witch trials: The Salem Witch Trials Laura Marvel, 2003 The
execution of 20 people accused of witchcraft in Salem, Massachusetts, in 1692 continues to haunt
Americans and perplex historians today. The selections in this book offer a variety of perspectives on
the Salem witch crisis.
  in search of history salem witch trials: Religions in Practice John R. Bowen, 2015-08-07
Examines religious practices from an anthropological perspective Religions in Practice, 6/e, offers an
issues-oriented perspective on everyday religious behaviors – prayer, sacrifice, initiation, healing,
etc. – by focusing on such topics as transnationalism, gender, and religious laws. The text examines
a full spectrum of religions, from small-scale societies to major, established religions. The in-depth
treatment of Islam, Hinduism, and Christianity is particularly noteworthy and easily supplemented
with field projects directly related to the text.
  in search of history salem witch trials: The Story of the Salem Witch Trials Bryan F. Le Beau,
2016-05-23 Between June 10 and September 22, 1692, nineteen people were hanged for practicing
witchcraft in Salem, Massachusetts. One person was pressed to death, and over 150 others were
jailed, where still others died. The Story of the Salem Witch Trials is a history of that event. It
provides a much needed synthesis of the most recent scholarship on the subject, places the trials
into the context of the Great European Witch-Hunt, and relates the events of 1692 to witch-hunting
throughout seventeenth century New England. This complex and difficult subject is covered in a
uniquely accessible manner that captures all the drama that surrounded the Salem witch trials.
From beginning to end, the reader is carried along by the author’s powerful narration and mastery
of the subject. While covering the subject in impressive detail, Bryan Le Beau maintains a broad
perspective on events, and wherever possible, lets the historical characters speak for themselves. Le
Beau highlights the decisions made by individuals responsible for the trials that helped turn what
might have been a minor event into a crisis that has held the imagination of students of American
history.
  in search of history salem witch trials: The Salem Witch Trials Marilynne K. Roach,
2004-10-25 Based on over twenty years of original archival research, this history unfolds a nearly
day-by-day narrative of the Salem Witch Trials as the citizens of Salem experienced the outbreak of
hysteria.
  in search of history salem witch trials: The Story of the Salem Witch Trials Bryan Le Beau,
2023-04-24 Providing an accessible and comprehensive overview, The Story of the Salem Witch



Trials explores the events between June 10 and September 22, 1692, when nineteen people were
hanged, one was pressed to death and over 150 were jailed for practicing witchcraft in Salem,
Massachusetts. This book explores the history of that event and provides a synthesis of the most
recent scholarship on the subject. It places the trials into the context of the Great European
Witch-Hunt and relates the events of 1692 to witch-hunting throughout seventeenth-century New
England. Now in a third edition, this book has been updated to include an expanded section on the
European origins of witch-hunts, an updated and expanded epilogue (which discusses the
witch-hunts, real and imagined, historical and cultural, since 1692), and an extensive bibliography.
This complex and difficult subject is covered in a uniquely accessible manner that captures all the
drama that surrounded the Salem witch trials. From beginning to end, the reader is carried along by
the author’s powerful narration and mastery of the subject. While covering the subject in impressive
detail, Bryan Le Beau maintains a broad perspective on the events and, wherever possible, lets the
historical characters speak for themselves. Le Beau highlights the decisions made by individuals
responsible for the trials that helped turn what might have been a minor event into a crisis that has
held the imagination of students of American history. This third edition of The Story of the Salem
Witch Trials is essential for students and scholars alike who are interested in women’s and gender
history, colonial American history, and early modern history.
  in search of history salem witch trials: The Salem Witchcraft Trials Peter Charles Hoffer,
1997 Historian Peter Charles Hoffer reexamines a notorious episode in American history and
presents many of its legal details in true perspective for the first time. Hoffer also shows how rights
we take for granted today did not exist in colonial times, and he demonstrates how these cases
relate to current instances of children accusing adults of abuse.
  in search of history salem witch trials: 99 Jumpstarts for Kids' Social Studies Reports Peggy
Whitley, Susan Williams Goodwin, 2007-06-30 Building on the success and maintaining the 99
Jumpstarts format of the two previous books, 99 Jumpstarts for Kids' Social Studies Reports is
divided into broad topical sections. Each topic is arranged in alphabetical order under its section.
Topics are all new to this title and include the Ancient World, Historic World Events, State and Local
History, US History, Government and Citizenship, Sociology, Culture and Economics. The book
includes the following sections in each Jumpstart: A cited quote about the topic, Related Jumpstarts,
New Words, You are There, Topics to Consider, Books, Internet, For the Teacher, and a relevant
activity. Each Jumpstart provides a helpful pathfinder that enables students to efficiently access
information and learn new information literacy skills as they research topics of personal interest or
gather information for school reports. Grades 3-8.
  in search of history salem witch trials: SALEM WITCH TRIALS NARAYAN CHANGDER,
2024-02-03 Note: Anyone can request the PDF version of this practice set/workbook by emailing me
at cbsenet4u@gmail.com. I will send you a PDF version of this workbook. This book has been
designed for candidates preparing for various competitive examinations. It contains many objective
questions specifically designed for different exams. Answer keys are provided at the end of each
page. It will undoubtedly serve as the best preparation material for aspirants. This book is an
engaging quiz eBook for all and offers something for everyone. This book will satisfy the curiosity of
most students while also challenging their trivia skills and introducing them to new information. Use
this invaluable book to test your subject-matter expertise. Multiple-choice exams are a common
assessment method that all prospective candidates must be familiar with in today?s academic
environment. Although the majority of students are accustomed to this MCQ format, many are not
well-versed in it. To achieve success in MCQ tests, quizzes, and trivia challenges, one requires
test-taking techniques and skills in addition to subject knowledge. It also provides you with the skills
and information you need to achieve a good score in challenging tests or competitive examinations.
Whether you have studied the subject on your own, read for pleasure, or completed coursework, it
will assess your knowledge and prepare you for competitive exams, quizzes, trivia, and more.
  in search of history salem witch trials: Access to History: The Witchcraze of the 16th
and 17th Centuries Second Edition Alan Farmer, 2020-05-04 Exam board: Pearson Edexcel; OCR



Level: AS/A-level Subject: History First teaching: September 2015 First exams: Summer 2016 (AS);
Summer 2017 (A-level) Put your trust in the textbook series that has given thousands of A-level
History students deeper knowledge and better grades for over 30 years. Updated to meet the
demands of today's A-level specifications, this new generation of Access to History titles includes
accurate exam guidance based on examiners' reports, free online activity worksheets and contextual
information that underpins students' understanding of the period. - Develop strong historical
knowledge: in-depth analysis of each topic is both authoritative and accessible - Build historical
skills and understanding: downloadable activity worksheets can be used independently by students
or edited by teachers for classwork and homework - Learn, remember and connect important events
and people: an introduction to the period, summary diagrams, timelines and links to additional
online resources support lessons, revision and coursework - Achieve exam success: practical advice
matched to the requirements of your A-level specification incorporates the lessons learnt from
previous exams - Engage with sources, interpretations and the latest historical research: students
will evaluate a rich collection of visual and written materials, plus key debates that examine the
views of different historians
  in search of history salem witch trials: Documents of the Salem Witch Trials K. David
Goss, 2018-01-04 Through its extensive use of primary source materials and provision of
explanations, this book places readers into the context of late 17th-century Salem to shed light on
one of the darkest events in American history—the Salem witch trials. The Salem witch trials are one
of the most fascinating events in American history. Despite being commonly covered in school
curricula, the nature of the trials are often misunderstood. This book enables readers to get unique
perspective and insight into the nature of this event through a representative selection of primary
source materials, each of which is prefaced with explanatory editorial comments. The result is a
work that clarifies the belief systems and religious and social culture of 17th century Massachusetts
and places them into a comprehensible context to make sense of how the Salem witch trials came to
happen. The book provides an introductory overview of the Salem witch trials, which is followed by
an array of primary sources that tell the Salem story in the words of both the accusers and the
victims of that episode. Editorial commentary accompanies each of the documents, placing it into its
historical framework and clearly explaining archaic terminology and testimony. The primary sources
used in this work are drawn from the vast archive of Salem witch trial sources, including court
testimonies, court depositions, commentary from journals, miscellaneous court records such as
arrest and death warrants, and writings by contemporary critics of the trials. This broad and
balanced mix of documents gives students of the Salem witch trials a unique sense of the extent and
impact of this event on the people of colonial Massachusetts as well as the complexity of the event.
  in search of history salem witch trials: The American History Highway: A Guide to Internet
Resources on U.S., Canadian, and Latin American History Dennis A. Trinkle, 2020-10-28 This brand
new addition to the acclaimed History Highway series is essential for anyone conducting historical
research on North, Central, or South America. Complete with a CD with live links to sites, it directs
users to the best and broadest, most current information on U.S., Canadian, and Latin American
history available on the Internet. The American History Highway: provides detailed, easy-to-use
information on more than 1,700 websites; covers all periods of U.S., Canadian, and Latin American
History; features new coverage of Hispanic American and Asian American History; includes chapters
on environmental history, immigration history, and document collections; all site information is
current and up-to-date; includes a CD of the entire contents with live links to sites - just install the
disc, go online, and link directly to the sites; and, also provides a practical introduction to web-based
research for students and history buffs of all ages.
  in search of history salem witch trials: Unsolved! History's Mysteries 6-Pack Dona Rice,
2012-07-01 History is full of unsolved crimes, mysterious disappearances, and strange sightings.
Readers will discover some of the most well-known mysteries in history--including Amelia Earhart,
Big Foot, and the Salem Witch Trials--in this fascinating nonfiction book. Featuring detailed images,
intriguing facts, and informational text in conjunction with a glossary of terms and an index, readers



will be enthralled from beginning to end! This 6-Pack includes six copies of this title and a lesson
plan.
  in search of history salem witch trials: Unsolved! History's Mysteries Dona Herweck Rice,
2012-07-01 Shares information on different historical mysteries and rumored oddities, including the
Bermuda triangle, Bigfoot, and the disappearance of Jimmy Hoffa.
  in search of history salem witch trials: The Salem Witch Trials Jennifer Lombardo,
2020-07-15 In the late 17th century, the Salem Witch Trials led to the executions of 20 innocent
people. Many explanations have been given for this tragedy, but there is no single reason it
occurred. Instead, multiple factors converged to create a vortex of fear, suspicion, anger, and
political tension. It was the perfect atmosphere to support the temporary suspension of common
sense. Your readers will discover captivating details about this fascinating time in American history.
The dangers of leveling accusations without proof and succumbing to panic are discussed in this
engaging narrative, which is supplemented with a fact-filled timeline, annotated quotes, discussion
questions, and primary sources.
  in search of history salem witch trials: Archival Information Steven Fisher, 2004-03-30 From
original manuscripts and letters to sound recordings and birth certificates, archival information
plays an increasingly important role in modern research. Libraries and the Internet have made
finding information on a wide range of topics faster and easier, but not all information—particularly
from primary sources—is available via local library branches or online resources. Using archival
information presents its own challenges. Materials are often located in many different places: public
or academic libraries, government agencies, historical societies, or museums. They are usually kept
in secured areas where the public is restricted from browsing. This definitive guide shows novice
and experienced researchers how to find archival information. It provides tips on how to use archival
materials effectively and efficiently. Topics covered include government archives, science and
technology collections, military archives, genealogical records, business and corporate archives,
performing arts archives, and sports collections. Also provided is an overview of the world of
archives, including archival terminology, how to contact archives, and archival etiquette. Whether
searching for a noted author's original manuscripts, trying to locate presidential papers, or tracking
down a repository of oral histories, Archival Information is an indispensable reference.
  in search of history salem witch trials: History Smashers: Salem Witch Trials Kate
Messner, 2024-08-13 Myths! Lies! Secrets! Uncover the hidden truth about the Salem Witch Trials
in the hit History Smashers nonfiction series. Perfect for fans of the I Survived books and Nathan
Hale's Hazardous Tales. A SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR In 1692, a few
paranoid Puritans accused their neighbors of being witches sending the town flying off the
(broomstick) handle. Before it was all over, dozens of women in Salem, Massachusetts were
executed—burned at the stake. RIGHT? WRONG! There was some serious witch worry, but no one in
the United States was put on a pyre (though the truth isn't much better). And women weren’t the
only ones caught in crossfire…maybe don’t read this one aloud to your dog. What really happened?
The truth is historians aren’t totally sure. But it is certain that religious beliefs, a changing world,
and a few super nosy neighbors collided to spell disaster for one New England town. No joke! From
award-winning author Kate Messner comes the acclaimed nonfiction series that demolishes
everything you thought you knew about history. And bust more puzzles of the past in History
Smashers: Christopher Columbus and the Taino People, The Mayflower, and The Underground
Railroad among others!
  in search of history salem witch trials: Video Source Book , 2008
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