
in what ways christianity engaged in politics

in what ways christianity engaged in politics has been a subject of scholarly analysis and public

interest for centuries. Christianity, as one of the world’s major religions, has played a multifaceted role

in shaping political landscapes across different eras and regions. From the early Christian communities

navigating Roman imperial authority to modern-day political movements influenced by Christian ethics,

the engagement of Christianity in politics has been complex and varied. This article explores the

historical roots, institutional influences, and contemporary manifestations of Christian political

involvement. Key themes include the establishment of Christian states, the role of the Church in

governance, social justice movements inspired by Christian doctrine, and the interaction between

religious beliefs and political ideologies. Understanding these dimensions provides insight into the

enduring impact of Christianity on global political structures. The following sections offer a detailed

examination of these topics.

Historical Foundations of Christianity’s Political Engagement

The Institutional Role of the Church in Governance

Christianity and Social Justice Movements

Modern Political Ideologies and Christian Influence

Contemporary Challenges and Debates

Historical Foundations of Christianity’s Political Engagement

The engagement of Christianity with politics dates back to its inception in the Roman Empire, where



early Christians had to navigate a complex relationship with secular authorities. Initially perceived as a

sect within Judaism, Christianity gradually distinguished itself, leading to tensions with imperial powers.

Over time, Christianity transitioned from a persecuted minority to an endorsed religion, profoundly

influencing political structures. This transformation set precedents for future interactions between

church and state.

Early Christian Interactions with Roman Authority

During the first few centuries AD, Christians faced persecution under Roman emperors who saw the

new faith as a threat to traditional religious and political order. Despite this, Christians developed

theological concepts regarding the relationship between earthly rulers and divine authority, often

advocating for obedience to secular powers while maintaining spiritual autonomy. These early

dialogues laid the groundwork for Christian political thought.

The Conversion of Constantine and Establishment of the Christian

Empire

The conversion of Emperor Constantine in the early 4th century marked a critical turning point in the

political engagement of Christianity. Constantine’s Edict of Milan in 313 AD granted religious tolerance

to Christians, and subsequent emperors promoted Christianity as the state religion. This alliance

between church and empire led to the establishment of a Christian political order, where ecclesiastical

leaders gained significant influence over imperial policies and governance.

Medieval Christendom and Political Power

Throughout the Middle Ages, Christianity became deeply entwined with political authority. The Pope

wielded considerable power, often mediating or challenging kings and emperors. The concept of

Christendom emerged, defining a political community united by Christian faith and law. Monarchs

derived legitimacy from divine sanction, and the Church played a central role in legal and



administrative systems.

The Institutional Role of the Church in Governance

Christian institutions have historically exercised substantial influence within political systems, shaping

laws, policies, and social norms. This section examines how ecclesiastical structures engaged in

governance, including the administration of territories, influence over rulers, and participation in political

decision-making.

The Papacy and Political Authority

The papacy evolved into a powerful political institution, especially in medieval Europe. Popes not only

led the spiritual community but also acted as political rulers, arbitrators, and military leaders. The

Investiture Controversy exemplifies the Church’s struggle to assert authority over secular rulers,

illustrating the complex dynamics of Christian political engagement.

Monastic Orders and Political Influence

Monastic communities contributed to political life by managing lands, educating elites, and advising

rulers. Orders such as the Benedictines and Jesuits played significant roles in shaping political thought

and policy, often promoting Christian values within governance and societal structures.

Christian Law and Legal Systems

Christian principles heavily influenced the development of legal codes in many countries. Canon law

governed ecclesiastical matters and often intersected with secular law, affecting issues from marriage

to property rights. The integration of Christian ethics into legal frameworks underscores the religion’s

enduring political presence.



Christianity and Social Justice Movements

Christian engagement in politics frequently manifests through advocacy for social justice, human rights,

and ethical governance. Rooted in teachings about compassion, dignity, and justice, Christian

movements have propelled significant political and social reforms.

Abolitionism and the Fight Against Slavery

Christian activists were instrumental in the abolition of slavery across various regions. Drawing on

biblical principles of equality and human dignity, religious leaders and laypersons mobilized political

campaigns to end this institution, demonstrating a direct intersection between faith and political

activism.

Civil Rights and Liberation Theology

In the 20th century, Christianity inspired civil rights movements, particularly in the United States, where

leaders like Martin Luther King Jr. invoked Christian ethics to challenge racial segregation and

injustice. Liberation theology, emerging in Latin America, combined Christian doctrine with political

activism to address poverty and oppression.

Humanitarian Advocacy and Political Lobbying

Christian organizations worldwide engage in humanitarian efforts that often involve political lobbying to

influence policies on poverty, healthcare, and education. Their involvement showcases how religious

motivations translate into political action aimed at societal betterment.



Modern Political Ideologies and Christian Influence

Christianity continues to shape contemporary political ideologies and party platforms globally. This

section explores how Christian values inform political agendas and contribute to debates on

governance, morality, and public policy.

Christian Democracy and Political Parties

Christian democratic parties, prevalent in Europe and other regions, blend Christian ethics with

democratic principles, advocating for social welfare, human rights, and economic justice. These parties

exemplify organized political engagement inspired by Christian teachings.

Conservative Christianity and Political Movements

In various countries, conservative Christian groups influence politics by promoting traditional family

values, religious freedom, and pro-life policies. Their participation in electoral politics and policy

debates highlights ongoing intersections between faith and governance.

Progressive Christian Political Activism

Conversely, progressive Christian activists emphasize issues like environmental stewardship, social

equality, and peacebuilding. Their engagement reflects the diversity of political interpretations within

Christianity.

Contemporary Challenges and Debates

The involvement of Christianity in politics today faces numerous challenges and sparks debate

regarding the appropriate boundaries between religion and state. Issues of secularism, pluralism, and

religious freedom shape the discourse on Christian political engagement.



Separation of Church and State

Many democratic societies uphold a separation between church and state to ensure religious neutrality

in governance. This principle raises questions about the extent to which Christianity should influence

political decisions, balancing faith-based values with inclusive policymaking.

Religious Pluralism and Political Representation

In increasingly diverse societies, Christianity’s political role must be understood alongside other

religious and secular perspectives. Ensuring fair representation and avoiding sectarianism remain

critical challenges for political systems.

Controversies over Religious Influence in Politics

Contemporary debates often focus on issues such as the role of Christian ethics in legislation, the

presence of religious symbols in public spaces, and the political activities of religious leaders. These

controversies highlight the ongoing negotiation of Christianity’s place in political life.

Early Christian political thought and Roman governance

Christian institutions’ influence on medieval and modern states

Christian-inspired social justice and reform movements

Political ideologies rooted in Christian values

Contemporary debates on religion and state relations



Frequently Asked Questions

How has Christianity historically influenced political systems?

Christianity has historically influenced political systems by shaping laws, moral values, and governance

structures, such as the establishment of Christian monarchies and the role of the Church in medieval

European politics.

In what ways do Christian political movements engage with

contemporary social issues?

Christian political movements often engage with social issues like poverty, human rights, abortion, and

marriage by advocating policies aligned with their moral and ethical beliefs rooted in Christian

teachings.

How does the concept of the 'separation of church and state' relate to

Christianity's role in politics?

The 'separation of church and state' seeks to limit direct political power of religious institutions,

including Christianity, while allowing individuals and groups to participate in politics informed by their

faith without establishing a state religion.

What role has Christianity played in the formation of political

ideologies?

Christianity has contributed to political ideologies such as Christian democracy, liberation theology, and

the social gospel, influencing policies on social justice, economic equity, and human dignity.

How do Christian leaders typically engage in political discourse?

Christian leaders engage in political discourse by issuing statements on ethical issues, endorsing



candidates, participating in policy debates, and mobilizing congregations to vote or advocate for

causes consistent with Christian values.

Can Christianity influence voting behavior and political participation?

Yes, Christianity can influence voting behavior and political participation as believers may vote for

candidates or parties that align with their religious beliefs and moral values, and participate in political

activism inspired by their faith.

How have Christian churches used their platforms to impact political

change?

Christian churches have used their platforms to impact political change by organizing community

outreach, advocating for civil rights, hosting forums on policy issues, and encouraging congregants to

engage in the political process.

In what ways has Christianity been involved in international politics?

Christianity has been involved in international politics through missionary work influencing cultural and

political landscapes, participation in global humanitarian efforts, and involvement in peacebuilding and

diplomatic initiatives.

What are some controversies surrounding Christianity's involvement in

politics?

Controversies include debates over the appropriate level of church influence in government, conflicts

between religious freedom and secular laws, and disagreements over policies on issues like LGBTQ+

rights, reproductive rights, and education.



Additional Resources

1. God and Caesar: Christianity and Political Power

This book explores the historical relationship between Christianity and political authority, tracing how

Christian theology has influenced rulers and governments from the Roman Empire to modern states. It

examines key moments when the church either supported or resisted political regimes, highlighting the

tension between spiritual and temporal power. The author also discusses contemporary implications for

Christian political engagement.

2. The Political Dimension of Christianity: Faith in the Public Square

Focusing on the role of Christianity in shaping political discourse, this book analyzes how Christian

values have informed debates on justice, human rights, and governance. It investigates various

denominations' approaches to political activism and public policy. The text provides case studies of

Christian involvement in civil rights movements and social reform.

3. Christianity and the State: From Constantine to the Present

This comprehensive volume covers the evolving relationship between the Christian church and state

authorities over two millennia. It addresses the establishment of Christianity as a state religion, the

Reformation’s political ramifications, and the church’s role in contemporary democratic societies. The

book emphasizes the complexities and contradictions in Christian political engagement.

4. The Faithful Citizen: Christianity and Democracy

Examining the intersection of Christian ethics and democratic principles, this book argues that

Christianity has both bolstered and challenged democratic governance. It discusses theological

foundations for political participation and social justice, as well as critiques of secularism. The author

highlights influential Christian leaders who have shaped democratic movements worldwide.

5. Politics and Piety: The Christian Right in American Politics

This work delves into the rise and influence of the Christian Right in the United States, analyzing its

impact on elections, legislation, and public policy. The book explores the motivations, strategies, and

controversies surrounding evangelical political activism. It also considers the broader cultural and

social implications of this movement.



6. Cross and Crown: The Role of Christianity in Political Revolutions

Investigating the involvement of Christians and Christian institutions in political revolutions, this book

covers events from the English Civil War to Latin American liberation theology. It reveals how Christian

beliefs have inspired both conservative and radical political change. The author offers insight into the

moral dilemmas faced by Christian revolutionaries.

7. Christianity, Law, and Politics in a Global Context

This book surveys how Christianity interacts with legal and political systems across different cultures

and countries. It compares the influence of Christianity in Western democracies, the Middle East, and

Africa. The text highlights the challenges of balancing religious freedom with secular governance.

8. The Church and Political Power: A Historical Perspective

Focusing on institutional Christianity, this book examines the church’s acquisition, exercise, and loss of

political power throughout history. It analyzes the papacy’s role in medieval politics, the church’s

involvement in colonialism, and its contemporary political influence. The narrative underscores the

ongoing negotiation between religious authority and political sovereignty.

9. Prophets in Politics: Christian Voices in Social Justice Movements

This book highlights the contributions of Christian leaders and communities to social justice and

political reform movements around the world. It covers figures like Martin Luther King Jr. and liberation

theologians who used faith as a foundation for activism. The author discusses the ethical imperatives

that drive Christian political engagement and the challenges faced in secular political arenas.
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a way of seeking life to cultivate the reality of God’s kingdom in a world where the myth of
redemptive violence is rampant. In this book, Dr Aung Htoo places Walter Wink’s political theology
in conversation with both Aung San Suu Kyi and the work of Martin Luther King Jr. Locating this
dialogue against the political backdrop of Myanmar’s history, Htoo explores the theological and
political implications of nonviolence in the cultural context of the country’s people groups. He draws
on the shared Buddhist and Christian foundation of commitment to loving kindness to suggest a new
political reality for Myanmar – one in which its citizens work together for the transformation of their
shared homeland. Ultimately, Htoo challenges Christians to dethrone the spirit of domination and
bear witness to the holistic gospel in every aspect of their lives. This is an excellent resource for
anyone interested in theology, peace studies, or the intersection between faith and politics.
  in what ways christianity engaged in politics: Evangelism and Politics John C. Barrett,
2020-02-20 In a fallen world, politics will be a brutal, at times violent, sport. Grandstanding,
demonizing, misleading, and lying are the native language of political debate. Violence is historically
how political conflicts are ultimately resolved. This fact raises important questions about our faith.
Should Christians participate in politics and government? If so, how should we participate?
Evangelism & Politics argues that Christians should participate in politics and government but their
ultimate goal in doing so is evangelism, not political change. The way Christians participate in
politics is therefore generally more important than the specific policies they advocate for. In short,
Christian participation in politics should be marked by the fruit of the spirit. At the same time,
Christians should not be naive in thinking godly engagement in politics guarantees political success.
Ungodly tactics are effective and Christians will be at a political disadvantage when they refuse to
use such methods. Nevertheless, Christians should refuse to use them because they see God, not the
government, as their ultimate protector and provider and godly engagement in politics as a way of
providing an evangelistic witness to society that fulfills the Great Commission.
  in what ways christianity engaged in politics: Conservative Christians and Political
Participation Glenn H. Utter, James L. True, 2004-11-23 A timely exploration of the political history,
growth, and impact of one of the most powerful religious groups in the United States. Conservative
Christians and Political Participation examines the involvement and influence of the growing number
of Conservative Christians in America. A historical overview of the interaction of religion and politics
from colonial times to today sets the stage for a deeper exploration into the demographics of this
group, the concerns they share, and the creative methods they employ to achieve their goals through
protests, political activity, leadership, and group organization. Case studies tackle highly emotional
issues like same-sex marriage, decency in the mass media, school prayer, euthanasia, and American
foreign policy toward Israel. The book also covers leaders such as Pat Buchanan and Ralph Reed,
and discusses how they have been effective in their lobbying efforts through organizations like the
Christian Action Network and the American Family Association.
  in what ways christianity engaged in politics: Christianity in Western and Northern
Europe Todd M. Johnson, Annemarie C Mayer, Kenneth R. Ross, 2024-04-30 Although the origins of
Christianity lie in the Near East, Europe and Christianity have an exceptional relationship, since
most Europeans perceive Christianity as a Western - more precisely, as a European - religion. The
region has seen rapid social change in the 21st century, set off by factors including energy crisis and
environmental awareness, poverty and exclusion, falling birthrates and increased migration,
changing attitudes to sexuality, gender and family life, and challenges to Europe's idea of itself and
place in the global order. Amidst all this flux, this volume focuses on one particular issue: the rapidly
changing profile of the Christian faith that has shaped the life of the European continent for a
millennium and more.At a time when patterns of Christian life and worship appear to be dying out,
yet traces of new life are also appearing, this volume maps out the current reality of Christianity in
Western and Northern Europe with all its questions and uncertainties.
  in what ways christianity engaged in politics: Jesus and Politics Bunni Pounds, 2024-02-06
In Jesus and Politics, Bunni Pounds shares her extraordinary journey as a woman of faith navigating
the tumultuous world of politics. Using her sixteen-year political career as a backdrop, Pounds



proves that it's possible to live the Christian life extravagantly, even in the often cutthroat arena of
politics.--Page [4] of cover.
  in what ways christianity engaged in politics: Theology, Political Theory, and Pluralism
Kristen Deede Johnson, 2007-01-25 How can we live together in the midst of our differences? This is
one of the most pressing questions of our time. Tolerance has been the bedrock of political
liberalism, while proponents of agonistic political thought and radical democracy have sought an
answer that allows a deeper celebration of difference. Kristen Deede Johnson describes the move
from tolerance to difference, and the accompanying move from epistemology to ontology, within
political theory. Building on this 'ontological turn', in search of a theological answer to the question,
she puts Augustine into conversation with recent political theorists and theologians. This theological
option enables the Church to envision a way to engage with contemporary political society without
losing its own embodied story and practices. It contributes to our broader political imagination by
offering a picture of rich engagement between the many different particularities that constitute a
pluralist society.
  in what ways christianity engaged in politics: The Uncomfortable Pew Bruce Douville,
2021-05-20 In The Uncomfortable Pew Bruce Douville explores the relationship between Christianity
and the New Left in English Canada from 1959 to 1975. Focusing primarily on Toronto, he examines
the impact that left-wing student radicalism had on Canada's largest Christian denominations, and
the role that Christianity played in shaping Canada’s New Left. Based on extensive archival research
and oral interviews, this study reconstructs the social and intellectual worlds of young radicals who
saw themselves as part of both the church and the revolution. Douville looks at major communities
of faith and action, including the Student Christian Movement, Kairos, and the Latin American
Working Group, and explains what made these and other groups effective incubators for left-wing
student activism. He also sheds light on Canada's Roman Catholic, Anglican, and United churches
and the ways that progressive older Christians engaged with radical youth and the issues that
concerned them, including the Vietnam War, anti-imperialism around the globe, women’s liberation,
and gay liberation. Challenging the idea that the New Left was atheistic and secular, The
Uncomfortable Pew reveals that many young activists began their careers in student Christian
organizations, and these religious and social movements deeply influenced each other. While the era
was one of crisis and decline for leading Canadian churches, Douville shows how Christianity
retained an important measure of influence during a period of radical social change.
  in what ways christianity engaged in politics: ,
  in what ways christianity engaged in politics: Churches Can’t Talk About It Because It’s
Political R. David Stewart, 2022-04-22 In Acts chapter 22 the Apostle Paul uses his political status
as a Roman citizen to avoid being flogged. Today, pastors all across America will admit that we are
now a Post Christian nation and even that the “soft” persecution becoming increasingly rampant
every day bodes physical and violent persecution on the horizon, but they fail to do anything about it
because all the cultural ills have been tossed into the political arena and everyone knows churches
can’t talk about it if it’s political. This book dispels that lie and encourages Christians to overwhelm
the gates of hell by using the political process to our advantage.
  in what ways christianity engaged in politics: The Impact of Pentecostal Christian
Leaders on Political Participation in Mbale City, Uganda Levi Wafula, 2023-10-16 Doctoral
Thesis / Dissertation from the year 2023 in the subject Theology - Miscellaneous, , course: Bible and
Theology, language: English, abstract: This dissertation delves into the emerging prominence of
Pentecostalism and its influence on political engagement in Mbale City, Uganda. It seeks to
understand the theological and biblical underpinnings that guide the political perspectives of
Pentecostal Christian leaders in the region. Additionally, it aims to assess how these leaders impact
the political involvement of their congregants, explore the relationship between Pentecostalism and
various political ideologies, identify the challenges faced by Pentecostal leaders when engaging in
politics, and offer recommendations to enhance their role in promoting responsible political
participation. To address these objectives, a mixed-methods approach was employed. A survey of 75



residents of Mbale City provided quantitative data on political behaviors and perceptions related to
Pentecostal leaders. Complementing this, in-depth interviews were conducted with 10 Pentecostal
bishops and overseers to gain deeper insights into their beliefs and practices. The data collected
from both sources were analyzed to draw meaningful conclusions. The study's findings underscore
the substantial link between Pentecostal Christian leaders and political participation in Mbale City.
It reveals how these leaders effectively mobilize their congregants, instill a sense of civic
responsibility, and influence their political attitudes. Furthermore, the research uncovers potential
challenges and opportunities arising from the intersection of religion and politics in the city. In
conclusion, this research sheds light on the intricate relationship between religion and politics,
particularly within the context of Pentecostalism in Uganda. It affirms the significant influence of
Pentecostal Christian leaders on political engagement in Mbale City, advocating for informed and
inclusive approaches to democratic governance and community development. Nevertheless, it is
important to acknowledge the study's limitations and recommend further research and strategies to
foster responsible political behavior in a religiously diverse society.
  in what ways christianity engaged in politics: Mission and Context Jione Havea,
2020-06-30 Mission is contrived from and performed over lived contexts, but the visions that guide
and drive mission are oftentimes blinded by power, position, protection, and plenitude. This
collection visits those matters with queering attention to the shadows that empires cast over the
contexts of mission, and to the collusion and complicity of Christians and churches with empires past
(as in the case of Rome) and present (as in the case of the United States of America). In the interests
of those in mission fields who survived, but continue to agonize under the burdens of empires, the
contributors to this work dare to re-vision the course and cause of mission. Writing from minoritized
settings in Africa, Asia, the Americas, and Oceania, the authors interweave the principles and
practices of mission with the opportunities in decolonial theology and hermeneutics, minoritized and
migrant Christologies, repatriation and the courage to get up and get out, indigenous insights and
wisdom, mission archives, stories of resistance and endurance in zones of contact and violence,
restless souls and returning spirits, and life-centered spiritual (en)countering. In Mission and
Context as with previous volumes in this series—empires do not have the final word, nor are they the
final world.
  in what ways christianity engaged in politics: Practical Theology in Church and Society
Joseph E. Bush, 2016-07-20 The church exists in the world, and our ministry is inextricably social in
nature. Practical theology takes this seriously and asks us to reflect on our practice of ministry in
both church and society. This book attends to our practice as individuals in ministry, to our
corporate practice as congregations in ministry, and to our practice as Christians within the wider
social and natural world. Practical Theology in Church and Society brings into sharper focus two
perspectives on practical theology. One is the view through the wide-angle lens of justice-oriented
action, which hopes for liberation. This view encompasses a broad vista of social forces for justice
and injustice when evaluating local movements and local ministries. The other perspective takes the
narrower focus of the action-reflection model as it is used to zoom in on individual actions and
particular practices of ministry such as pastoral care. The purpose of the book is to integrate these
two perspectives on practical theology. It explicates a cyclical method for doing theology that has
corollaries within the disciplines of practical theology, liberation theology, missiology, congregation
studies, and ministerial leadership. The volume provides resources for developing more socially and
ecologically engaged ministries, and it draws implications for ministerial education.
  in what ways christianity engaged in politics: Trump, White Evangelical Christians, and
American Politics Anand Edward Sokhey, Paul A. Djupe, 2024-03-05 In Trump, White Evangelical
Christians, and American Politics, political scientists Anand Edward Sokhey and Paul A. Djupe bring
together a wide range of scholars and writers to examine the relationship between former President
Donald Trump and white American evangelical Christians. They argue that, while this
relationship—which saw evangelicals supporting a famously unfaithful, materialistic, and irreligious
candidate despite self-defining in opposition to these characteristics—prompted many to wonder if



Trump himself transformed American evangelical religion in politics, this alliance reflected both
change and the outcome of dynamics that were in place or building for decades. Contributors
contextualize the Trump presidency within the story of religious demographic change, the growth of
politicized religion, nationalistic religious expression, and the ways religion and politics in the
United States are enmeshed in the politics of race. These investigations find that the idea of
religious “transformation” is not accurate. Instead, the years 2015 to 2022 saw mainly minor
changes to the ways religion appeared in public life—but these changes ultimately complemented
and advanced an existing white evangelical strategy to increase political and social power as they
became a demographic minority in the United States. Taken together, this collection reveals new
insights for readers seeking to understand the religious dimensions of Trump’s rise, the reasons
evangelicals become political activists, and the multifaceted alliances between secular politicians
and conservative religious subcultures. Contributors: Abraham Barranca, Ruth Braunstein, Ryan P.
Burge, David E. Campbell, Jeremiah J. Castle, Paul A. Djupe, John C. Green, Sarah Heise, Geoffrey C.
Layman, Andrew R. Lewis, Gerardo Martí, Eric L. McDaniel, Napp Nazworth, Shayla F. Olson,
Enrique Quezada-Llanes, Kaylynn Sims, Anand Edward Sokhey, Hilde Løvdal Stephens, Kyla K.
Stepp, Allan Tellis.
  in what ways christianity engaged in politics: Reading Acts Theologically Steve Walton,
2022-06-30 Steve Walton has consistently focused his research and scholarship upon the theological
perspective of Acts, while considering the book's nature and focus, its portrait of the early Christian
communities and their mission in the culturally varied first-century world, and its major theological
themes. Walton now collects several of his key essays into an expansive and coherent perspective,
bringing together studies published over nearly two decades during his time of study and reflection
in the process of writing the Word Biblical Commentary on Acts. The collection begins with an
exploration of what 'reading Acts theologically' means, the divine perspective of Acts, and how Luke
theologizes through narrative. Walton presents analyses covering the nature of the early Church and
the main terms used by the communities; the believers' sharing of possessions; early Christian
attitudes to the Jewish temple; decision-making among the earliest Christians; and the church's
engagement with the Roman empire and its representatives. This volume studies theological themes
in Acts such as Jesus' role as a character in the text while also located in heaven, and the cosmology
and anthropology communicated by Acts, thus providing a new reflection on the early Christian
understanding of God, Jesus and humanity.
  in what ways christianity engaged in politics: Mainline Christianity Jason S Lantzer,
2023-11-21 Since the Revolutionary War, Mainline Christianity has been comprised of the Seven
Sisters of American Protestantism—the Congregational Church, the Episcopal Church, the
Evangelical Lutheran Church, the Presbyterian Church, the United Methodist Church, the American
Baptist Convention, and the Disciples of Christ. These denominations have been the dominant
cultural representatives since the nineteenth century of how and where the majority of American
Christians worship. Today, however, the Seven Sisters no longer represent most American
Christians. The Mainline has been shrinking while evangelical and fundamentalist churches, as well
as non denominational congregations and mega churches, have been attracting more and more
members. In this comprehensive and accessible book, Jason S. Lantzer chronicles the rise and fall of
the Seven Sisters, documenting the ways in which they stopped shaping American culture and began
to be shaped by it. After reviewing and critiquing the standard decline narrative of the Mainline he
argues for a reconceptualization of the Mainline for the twenty-first century, a new grouping of
Seven Sisters that seeks to recognize the vibrancy of American Christianity.
  in what ways christianity engaged in politics: A Faith of Our Own Jonathan Merritt,
2012-05-08 Every day, major headlines tell the story of how Christianity is attempting to influence
American culture and politics. But statistics show that young Americans are disenchanted with a
faith that has become culturally antagonistic and too closely aligned with partisan politics. In this
personal yet practical work, Jonathan Merritt uncovers the changing face of American Christianity
by uniquely examining the coming of age of a new generation of Christians. Jonathan Merritt



illuminates the spiritual ethos of this new generation of believers who engage the world with
Christ-centered faith but an un-polarized political perspective. Through personal stories and
biblically rooted commentary this scion of a leading evangelical family takes a close, thoughtful look
at the changing religious and political environment, addressing such divisive issues as abortion, gay
marriage, environmental use and care, race, war, poverty, and the imbalance of world wealth.
Through Scripture, the examples of Jesus, and personal defining faith experiences, he distills the
essential truths at the core of a Christian faith that is now just coming of age.
  in what ways christianity engaged in politics: Under Caesar's Sword Daniel Philpott,
Timothy Samuel Shah, 2018-03-15 The first systematic global study of how Christians respond to
persecution, presenting new research by leading scholars of global Christianity.
  in what ways christianity engaged in politics: Religion and Conflict Resolution Asst Prof
Megan Shore, 2013-05-28 This book examines the ambiguous role that Christianity played in South
Africa's Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC). It has two objectives: to analyse the role
Christianity played in the TRC and to highlight certain consequences that may be instructive to
future international conflict resolution processes. Religion and conflict resolution is an area of
significant importance. Ongoing conflicts involving Palestinians and Israelis, Muslims and Hindus,
and even radical Islamic jihadists and Western countries have heightened the awareness of the
potential power of religion to fuel conflict. Yet these religious traditions also promote peace and
respect for others as key components in doing justice. Examining the potential role religion can play
in generating peace and justice, specifically Christianity in South Africa's TRC, is of utmost
importance as religiously inspired violence continues to occur. This book highlights the importance
of accounting for religion in international conflict resolution.
  in what ways christianity engaged in politics: Faithful Witness in a Fractured World
Nicole L. Johnson, Michael T. Snarr, 2019-09-11 Christians have always looked to models within the
Christian faith to guide their lives. At a time when the church is more identifiable by ugly partisan
politics—what we call crappy Christianity—than by compassionate neighbor love, this book
highlights the lives and work of seven individuals who are pursuing their Christian calling in
humility and profound love for and service to others, this book highlights the lives and work of seven
individuals who are pursuing their Christian calling in humility and profound love for and service to
others. Their commitments have led to vocations in working with homeless women, employing
refugees, lobbying on Capitol Hill for environmental protection, healing trauma in urban
communities, peacemaking in Israel-Palestine, advocating for immigrants, and walking alongside
people in addiction recovery. Their individual and collective witness offer compelling examples of
authentic Christian life, which is marked in part by active, embodied faith in pursuit of the common
good; a broad and inclusive love for all people; rightly ordered political identities and loyalties; and a
commitment to work toward holistic redemption of both people and the systems that constitute our
life together. In contrast to much of contemporary American Christianity, these models of faith
demonstrate that Christians should focus much more on what we are for rather than what we are
against.
  in what ways christianity engaged in politics: The Coming Tsunami Jim Denison,
2022-01-25 This book is a warning sign. The coming cultural tsunami is the gravest threat Christians
in America have ever faced. Caused by four cultural earthquakes, the cultural confluence of these
events has seismically shifted our world. With the rise of a post-truth culture, the expansion of the
sexual revolution, the attraction of Critical Theory, and the advance of secular religion, Christians
are increasingly labeled as intolerant, irrelevant, oppressive, and dangerous--the antithesis of the
life Jesus calls Christians to live. These tidal waves are threatening to submerge Christians in
America and the biblical morality they proclaim. But here's the good news: unlike tsunamis in
nature, which cannot be stopped once they have been created, it's not too late to stop the moral
tsunamis of our day. In The Coming Tsunami, pastor and cultural scholar Dr. Jim Denison of the
Denison Forum identifies the enormous danger these cultural quakes represent, then offers
proactive, biblical steps to redeem these challenges as opportunities for God's word and grace. But



Christians must act now. The rain has already begun to fall. -- Back cover.
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