
in regard to history what was a borderland
in regard to history what was a borderland refers to a region or zone that lies between distinct
political, cultural, or geographic entities. Historically, borderlands have played critical roles in
shaping the interactions, conflicts, and exchanges between neighboring states or ethnic groups.
These areas often served as frontiers where different cultures met, clashed, and sometimes blended,
influencing the course of history in profound ways. Understanding what a borderland was in
historical contexts involves examining its strategic, social, and economic significance. This article
explores the concept of borderlands through various historical examples, its defining characteristics,
and its impact on the development of nations and identities. The discussion further delves into the
complexities of borderlands as zones of conflict, cooperation, and cultural hybridity. The following
sections provide a comprehensive overview of borderlands in history, highlighting their multifaceted
nature.

Definition and Characteristics of Borderlands

Historical Examples of Borderlands

Borderlands as Zones of Conflict and Cooperation

Cultural and Social Dynamics in Borderlands

Economic Importance of Borderlands

Definition and Characteristics of Borderlands
In historical terms, a borderland is a geographic area situated between two or more distinct political
or cultural territories. Unlike clearly defined borders, borderlands are often fluid and dynamic,
characterized by overlapping claims, diverse populations, and shifting control. These regions are not
merely lines on a map but zones where different authorities and peoples interact in complex ways.

Key characteristics of borderlands include:

Geopolitical ambiguity: Borderlands often lack clear sovereignty or face contested
governance.

Cultural diversity: Multiple ethnic, linguistic, or religious groups coexist within these
regions.

Strategic significance: They serve as buffers, gateways, or zones of military and political
importance.

Economic exchange: Borderlands facilitate trade, migration, and resource exploitation
across boundaries.

Social hybridity: The interaction of different groups leads to unique cultural syntheses and



identities.

These features make borderlands distinct from core regions within states, as they embody both
separation and connection.

Historical Examples of Borderlands
Throughout history, numerous borderlands have played pivotal roles in shaping regional and global
history. These examples illustrate the diverse nature and significance of borderlands.

The U.S.-Mexico Borderland
The borderland between the United States and Mexico has long been a region of cultural blending,
economic exchange, and political tension. From the early 19th century onward, this borderland
witnessed shifts in sovereignty, migration flows, and social interaction between Anglo-American
settlers, Mexican nationals, and indigenous peoples.

The Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth Borderlands
In Eastern Europe, the borderlands of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth were zones of ethnic
and religious diversity, contested between neighboring powers such as Russia, Prussia, and the
Ottoman Empire. These borderlands became sites of conflict and cultural exchange, influencing the
political landscape of the region.

The Ottoman-Habsburg Borderlands
During the height of Ottoman expansion, the borderlands between the Ottoman Empire and the
Habsburg Monarchy served as militarized frontiers marked by frequent warfare and cultural
intermingling. These zones exemplify how borderlands can function as volatile buffer zones.

U.S.-Mexico borderland: cultural hybridity and economic exchange

Polish-Lithuanian borderlands: ethnic diversity and shifting control

Ottoman-Habsburg borderlands: military frontiers and cultural interaction

Borderlands as Zones of Conflict and Cooperation
Borderlands historically have been areas of both intense conflict and fruitful cooperation. Their
strategic location often made them flashpoints for military confrontations, territorial disputes, and



political rivalry. Conversely, they also fostered alliances, trade partnerships, and diplomatic
engagement between neighboring powers.

Military Significance of Borderlands
Borderlands frequently served as defensive frontiers or invasion routes. The presence of
fortifications, garrisons, and border patrols underscores their importance in state security. For
example, the Great Wall of China and the Roman limes were constructed to protect borderlands
from external threats.

Diplomatic and Economic Cooperation
Despite tensions, borderlands often became centers of economic interdependence. Cross-border
trade, shared resource management, and cultural festivals encouraged peaceful interactions.
Treaties and agreements sometimes specifically addressed borderland issues to maintain stability.

Examples of Conflict and Cooperation

The Anglo-Scottish borderlands: marked by feuds and later political unification.

The Balkans: a complex borderland with cycles of warfare and diplomacy.

The U.S.-Canadian border: historically peaceful with extensive trade relations.

Cultural and Social Dynamics in Borderlands
The social fabric of borderlands is often woven from the threads of multiple cultures, languages, and
traditions. This diversity creates unique identities and social structures that differ from those in the
centralized states.

Ethnic and Linguistic Diversity
Borderlands tend to harbor a mosaic of ethnic groups, each with distinct languages and customs.
This diversity results from migration, conquest, and intermarriage. In some cases, borderlands
become melting pots where new cultural forms emerge.

Identity and Hybridity
Individuals living in borderlands may develop hybrid identities, combining elements from
neighboring cultures. This hybridity challenges rigid national or ethnic categories and reflects the
fluid nature of borderland societies.



Social Challenges
However, borderlands can also be sites of social tension and discrimination, as competing groups vie
for resources, recognition, or political power. Issues such as border disputes, minority rights, and
cultural preservation are common concerns.

Economic Importance of Borderlands
Economically, borderlands often serve as crucial zones for trade, resource extraction, and
transportation. Their position between different territories enables them to act as gateways for
goods, ideas, and people.

Trade and Commerce
Many borderlands have historically functioned as marketplaces where merchants from various
political entities exchanged goods. The Silk Road borderlands between Central Asia and China
exemplify this role, facilitating long-distance trade and cultural transmission.

Resource Management
Borderlands may contain valuable natural resources such as minerals, fertile land, or waterways.
Control over these resources can be a source of wealth and conflict, influencing borderland politics
and economics.

Migration and Labor
Due to their position, borderlands often experience high levels of migration and labor movement.
Seasonal workers, refugees, and traders contribute to the dynamic economic life of these regions.

Trade hubs connecting different economies

Access to diverse natural resources

Labor mobility and migration patterns

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a borderland in historical context?
In history, a borderland refers to a region situated along or near the boundary between two or more



political or cultural entities, often characterized by cultural exchange, conflict, and shifting control.

Why are borderlands significant in history?
Borderlands are significant because they serve as zones of interaction, conflict, and cooperation
between different groups, influencing cultural blending, trade, migration, and sometimes military
confrontations.

Can you give an example of a historical borderland?
The U.S.-Mexico border region is a historical borderland known for cultural exchange and conflict,
especially during periods like the Mexican-American War and the subsequent shifting of territorial
boundaries.

How did borderlands affect indigenous populations
historically?
Indigenous populations in borderlands often experienced displacement, cultural assimilation, or
conflict due to competing claims and policies imposed by neighboring states or colonial powers.

What role did borderlands play in colonial history?
In colonial history, borderlands were often contested spaces where colonial powers expanded
influence, negotiated treaties, and encountered indigenous peoples, leading to complex cultural and
political dynamics.

How do historians study borderlands?
Historians study borderlands by examining maps, treaties, cultural artifacts, and written records to
understand how boundaries influenced social, economic, and political developments in these
regions.

Did borderlands always lead to conflict in history?
Not always; while borderlands could be sites of conflict, they also facilitated trade, cultural
exchange, intermarriage, and cooperation between different groups living along the borders.

Additional Resources
1. Borderlands/La Frontera: The New Mestiza by Gloria E. Anzaldúa
This seminal work explores the cultural and social complexities of the U.S.-Mexico borderlands.
Anzaldúa blends autobiography, history, and poetry to examine identity, language, and the
experience of living between cultures. The book is a powerful meditation on borders as sites of
conflict, hybridity, and transformation.

2. Empires of the Borderlands: Indigenous Diplomacy in the Great Lakes Region, 1650-1815 by John
P. Bowes



This book investigates the diplomatic relationships among Indigenous nations and European powers
in the Great Lakes borderlands. Bowes challenges traditional narratives of colonial history by
highlighting the agency of Indigenous peoples in shaping regional politics. It offers a nuanced
understanding of borderlands as dynamic zones of negotiation and power.

3. The Borderlands of the American and Canadian Wests: Essays on Regional History of the Forty-
Ninth Parallel edited by John David Smith
A collection of essays that examine the historical borderlands between the United States and Canada
along the 49th parallel. The contributors analyze themes such as migration, trade, and cultural
exchange in this often overlooked region. The book sheds light on how borders influence local
identities and cross-border interactions.

4. Frontier Borderlands: The Politics of Space and Identity in the American West by Sarah Carter
This work explores the American West as a borderland where diverse peoples and cultures
intersected and clashed. Carter discusses how the frontier served as a contested space shaping
identities and political power. The book highlights the role of borderlands in the formation of
national and regional identities.

5. Between Empires: The Orontes Frontier in the Late Hellenistic and Roman Periods by James S.
McLaren
Focusing on the Orontes River region, this book examines a borderland between the Roman and
Parthian empires. McLaren analyzes archaeological and historical evidence to reveal how
borderlands functioned as zones of cultural exchange and military strategy. The study illustrates the
complexities of imperial border management in antiquity.

6. Borderlands of the Roman Empire: A Social and Economic History by Christopher Kelly
Kelly provides a comprehensive history of the Roman Empire's border provinces, emphasizing their
social and economic dynamics. The book reveals how borderlands were crucial to Rome’s stability
and expansion, serving as zones of interaction between Romans and various “barbarian” groups. It
challenges the notion of borders as mere lines of separation.

7. The U.S.-Mexico Borderlands: Historical and Contemporary Perspectives edited by William
Deverell and Arnoldo De León
This volume presents a range of historical and contemporary studies on the U.S.-Mexico
borderlands. The essays address issues such as migration, labor, cultural exchange, and border
enforcement. Together, they provide a multifaceted view of the borderlands as spaces of conflict and
cooperation.

8. Borderland: A Journey Through the History of Ukraine by Anna Reid
Reid’s book traces the complex history of Ukraine as a borderland between East and West. It
explores the cultural, political, and military struggles that have shaped the region over centuries.
The narrative highlights how borderlands are often contested spaces with layered identities and
histories.

9. Between Two Empires: Race, History, and Transnationalism in Caribbean Borderlands by Jane D.
Landers
This book examines Caribbean borderlands as sites of racial and cultural encounters shaped by
competing empires. Landers explores how borderlands influenced identities and historical narratives
in the Caribbean. The study emphasizes the transnational nature of borderlands and their role in
global history.
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Readman, C. Radding, C. Bryant, 2014-05-20 Covering two hundred years, this groundbreaking book
brings together essays on borderlands by leading experts in the modern history of the Americas,
Europe, Africa, Asia and Australia to offer the first historical study of borderlands with a global
reach.
  in regard to history what was a borderland: Remote Homeland, Recovered Borderland
Shao Dan, 2011-08-31 Remote Homeland, Recovered Borderland addresses a long-ignored issue in
the existing studies of community construction: How does the past failure of an ethnic people to
maintain sovereignty over their homeland influence their contemporary reconfigurations of ethnic
and national identities? To answer this question, Shao Dan focuses on the Manzus, the second
largest non-Han group in contemporary China, whose cultural and historical ancestors, the
Manchus, ruled China from 1644 to 1912. Based on deep and rigorous empirical research, Shao
analyzes the major forces responsible for the transformation of Manchu identity from the ruling
group of the Qing empire to the minority of minorities in China today: the de-territorialization and
provincialization of Manchuria in the late Qing, the remaking of national borders and ethnic
boundaries during the Sino-Japanese contestation over Manchuria, and the power of the state to
re-categorize borderland populations and ascribe ethnic identity in post-Qing republican states.
Within the first half of the twentieth century, four regimes—the Qing empire under the Manchu
royal clan, the Republic of China under the Nationalist Party, Manchuokuo under the Japanese Kanto
Army, and the People’s Republic of China under the Communist Party—each grouped the Manchus
into different ethnic and national categories while re-positioning Manchuria itself on their political
maps in accordance with their differing definitions of statehood. During periods of state succession,
Manchuria was transformed from the Manchu homeland in the Qing dynasty to an East Asian
borderland in the early twentieth century, before becoming China’s territory recovered from the
Japanese empire. As the transformation of territoriality took place, the hard boundaries of the
Manchu community were reconfigured, its ways of self-identification reformed, and the space for its
identity representations redefined. Taking the borderland approach, Remote Homeland goes beyond
the single-country focus and looks instead at regional and cross-border perspectives. It is a study of
China, but one that transcends traditional historiographies. As such, it will be of interest to scholars
of modern China, Japanese empire, and Northeast Asian history, as well as to those engaged in the
study of borderlands, ethnic identity, nationalism, and imperialism.
  in regard to history what was a borderland: Borderland Memories Martin T. Fromm,
2019-03-07 In the 1980s, a Chinese state-sponsored oral history project led to the publication of
local, regional, and national histories. These histories are the basis of this innovative study of
ideology formation and political mobilization, post-Cultural Revolution reconciliation, and the
recovery of borderland identities in early post-Mao China.
  in regard to history what was a borderland: History, Identity and the Bukusu-Bagisu
Relations on the Kenya and Uganda Border Peter Wafula Wekesa, 2023-02-27 History, Identity,
and the Bukusu-Bagisu Relations on the Kenya and Uganda Border analyzes issues of history,
identity, and the Bukusu-Bagisu relations on the Kenya and Uganda border. From this microcosmic
level, Peter Wafula Wekesa explores forms of trans-border social, economic, and political relations
that have evolved between the two communities since the pre-colonial period. Utilizing both primary
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and secondary sources, Wekesa presents the context within which border relations between the two
groups emerged and were transformed over time. This book delves into the history of relations
between the two peoples that had long developed before the European colonial partition. The
partition, as Wekesa observes, not only ignored African interests, but also generally entrenched
western notions of the border that contradicted African conceptions of space. These western notions
were augmented by the colonial and independent government policies that froze the historical
solidarities that had existed between the two communities. However, colonial and independent
government policies generated contradictions over the Bukusu-Bugisu borderland area that made
the control of the interactions between the two communities within the distinct geopolitical spaces
problematic. As such, both formal and informal dynamics made the common Bukusu-Bugisu
borderland a site of numerous permutations.
  in regard to history what was a borderland: Intercultural Conflict and Harmony in the
Central European Borderlands Mihai I. Spariosu, 2017-05-15 This crossdisciplinary collection of
essays combines qualitative and quantitative approaches to re-examine the most influential
contemporary theories of intercultural relations and their application in various domains including
historiography, sociology and cultural studies. A particular focus lies on Central Europe, historical
Banat and Transylvania, but also on the current public policies toward ethnic and religious
minorities as well as recent immigrants. It argues that much more complex approaches are needed,
both historically and conceptually, in exploring intercultural relations. Thus, the political
decision-making in East Central European countries and the European Union as a whole could
benefit from a well-informed historical perspective by learning from the successes and errors of
their predecessors.
  in regard to history what was a borderland: Imperial Urbanism in the Borderlands Serhiy
Bilenky, 2018-01-01 Cover -- Copyright -- Contents -- List of Illustrations and Tables --
Acknowledgments -- Maps 1-6 -- Introduction -- Part One: Representing the City -- Chapter One:
Mapping the City in Transition -- Chapter Two: Using the Past: The Great Cemetery of Rus' -- Part
Two: Making the City -- Chapter Three: Municipal Autonomy under the Magdeburg Law, 1800-1835
-- Chapter Four: Planning a New City: Empire Transforms Space, 1835-1870 -- Chapter Five:
Municipal Autonomy Reloaded: Space for Sale, 1871-1905 -- Maps 7-12 -- Part Three: Peopling the
City -- Chapter Six: Counting Kyivites: The Language of Class, Religion, and Ethnicity -- Chapter
Seven: Municipal Elites and Urban Regimes: Continuities and Disruptions -- Part Four: Living (in)
the City -- Chapter Eight: Sociospatial Form and Psychogeography -- Chapter Nine: What Language
Did the Monuments Speak? -- Conclusions: Towards a Theory of Imperial Urbanism in the
Borderlands -- Notes -- Selected Bibliography -- Index
  in regard to history what was a borderland: China's Borderlands under the Qing, 1644–1912
Daniel McMahon, 2020-12-30 This book explores new directions in the study of China’s borderlands.
In addition to assessing the influential perspectives of other historians, it engages innovative
approaches in the author’s own research. These studies probe regional accommodations, the
intersections of borderland management, martial fortification, and imperial culture, as well as the
role of governmental discourse in defining and preserving restive boundary regions. As the issue of
China’s management of its borderlands grows more pressing, the work presents key information and
insights into how that nation’s contested fringes have been governed in the past.
  in regard to history what was a borderland: Teaching American History in a Global Context
Carl J. Guarneri, Jim Davis, 2015-07-17 This comprehensive resource is an invaluable teaching aid
for adding a global dimension to students' understanding of American history. It includes a wide
range of materials from scholarly articles and reports to original syllabi and ready-to-use lesson
plans to guide teachers in enlarging the frame of introductory American history courses to an
international view.The contributors include well-known American history scholars as well as gifted
classroom teachers, and the book's emphasis on immigration, race, and gender points to ways for
teachers to integrate international and multicultural education, America in the World, and the World
in America in their courses. The book also includes a 'Views from Abroad' section that examines



problems and strategies for teaching American history to foreign audiences or recent immigrants. A
comprehensive, annotated guide directs teachers to additional print and online resources.
  in regard to history what was a borderland: Partitioned Lives: The Irish Borderlands
Catherine Nash, Bryonie Reid, 2016-05-13 Partitioned Lives: The Irish Borderlands explores
everyday life and senses of identity and belonging along a contested border whose official functions
and local impacts have shifted across the twentieth century. It does so through the accounts of
contemporary borderland residents in Ireland and Northern Ireland who shared with us their
reflections on and experiences of the border from the 1950s to the present day. Since the border is
the product of the partition of the island and the creation of Northern Ireland, its meaning has been
deeply entangled with the radically and often violently opposed perspectives on the legitimacy of
Northern Ireland and the political reunification of the island. Yet the intensely political symbolism of
the border has meant that relatively little attention has been paid to the lived experience of the
border, its material presence in the landscape and in people’s lives, and its materialisation through
the practices and policies of the states on either side. Drawing on recent approaches within
historical, political and cultural geography and the cross-disciplinary field of border studies, this
book redresses this neglect by exploring the Irish border in terms of its meanings (from the political
to the personal) but also, and importantly, through the objects (from tables of custom regulations
and travel permits to road blocks and military watch towers) and practices (from official efforts to
regulate the movement of people and objects across it to the strategies and experiences of those
subject to those state policies) through which it was effectively constituted. The focus is on the Irish
border as practised, experienced and materially present in the borderlands.
  in regard to history what was a borderland: Geopolitics, Geoeconomics and Borderlands
Antonia Colibășanu, 2023-07-25 This book discusses the emerging threats to European stability in
different borderland regions, from the Greater Middle East to the Eastern Mediterranean, the
Balkans and the Black Sea. It highlights the specific geopolitical risks that could, left unchecked,
have global repercussions. The book shows how recent events have exasperated underlying
problems that have been slowly destabilizing each of these regions for years. It also looks at the
geopolitical constraints and objectives of the countries within these regions to build a basis for
understanding their current and future security challenges. While doing so, the book discusses the
European borderlands in a non-traditional way, proposing a specific framework to study them, going
beyond historical analysis and employing a heuristic process and in-depth socio-economic analysis to
understand regional power relations and trends. It develops the key concepts of core borderland and
geopolitical node to understand the future challenges that Europe in particular and Eurasia, in
general, will face, discussing specific features shaping current affairs and identifying the main
drivers - countries and specific regional elements - for the future stability of the borderlands. This
book will appeal to students and scholars of international relations, as well as policy-makers,
practitioners, and international organizations interested in a better understanding of current and
future challenges at Europe's borderlands and the security risks the European continent faces.
  in regard to history what was a borderland: Divided Village: The Cold War in the
German Borderlands Jason B. Johnson, 2017-05-18 Cover -- Title -- Copyright -- Contents -- List of
figures -- Acknowledgements -- List of abbreviations -- Introduction: Eerie -- 1 Calamity, 1945-1952 --
2 Elimination, 1952 -- 3 Fighting mood, 1952-1960 -- 4 Admonition, 1960-1961 -- 5 Bleak, 1961-1989
-- 6 Ass of the world, 1961-1989 -- Epilogue: Dream -- Bibliography -- Index
  in regard to history what was a borderland: Borderland Dorota Sieron-Galusek, Lukasz
Galusek, 2020-03 Borderland: On Reviving Culture is a most timely book that tells the story of a
project for our times. It is the story of the Borderland organization, which consists of two dovetailing
initiatives, an international NGO, the Borderland Foundation, and the more locally and nationally
focused Borderland Centre of Arts, Culture and Nations. Borderland is based in the far northeastern
corner of Poland close to the borders of Russia, Lithuania and Belarus, where it has devised an array
of programs and initiatives designed to promote harmonious cultural plurality in a region of
inter-ethnic and religious tensions that date back centuries. Ian Watson, Director of the Theatre



Program, Director of the Urban Civic Initiative, Department of Arts, Culture and Media, Rutgers
University-Newark
  in regard to history what was a borderland: Migration, Borders, and Borderlands John
Aerni-Flessner, Grey Magaiza, Munyaradzi Mushonga, Chitja Twala, 2023-10-24 Compiling various
perspectives from borderlands across the SADC region, Migration, Borders, and Borderlands:
Making National Identity in Southern African Communities, edited by Munyaradzi Mushonga, John
Aerni-Flessner, Chitja Twala, and Grey Magaiza, provides a synthesis of the experiences of
borderland residents in this economically and socially integrated region. This book reframes debates
around nationalism and belonging in southern Africa as it uses the idea of a “borderscape” to argue
that nations are made at the border and in the contestations that take place in the borderlands.
Understanding borders and bordering in the SADC region is crucial to understanding how policies
made in oft-distant national capitals have played out among borderlands residents over time. The
contributors present why national citizens in SADC so often end up in countries distant from where
they were born and reside, and why leaders need to be cognizant of this. Exploring gender, history,
policy, and the ways that people have moved across borders despite a myriad of restrictions
stretching from the early twentieth century to the present, this collection centers the voices and
experiences of the most marginal to make the plea for a more humane border regime in Southern
Africa and globally.
  in regard to history what was a borderland: The Palgrave Dictionary of Transnational
History A. Iriye, P. Saunier, 2016-04-30 Written and edited by many of the world's foremost scholars
of transnational history, this Dictionary challenges readers to look at the contemporary world in a
new light. Contains over 400 entries on transnational subjects such as food, migration and religion,
as well as traditional topics such as nationalism and war.
  in regard to history what was a borderland: The Borderlands of South Sudan C. Vaughan, M.
Schomerus, L. de Vries, Lotje de Vries, 2013-12-10 Moving beyond the current fixation on state
construction, the interdisciplinary work gathered here explores regulatory authority in South
Sudan's borderlands from both contemporary and historical perspectives. Taken together, these
studies show how emerging governance practices challenge the bounded categorizations of state
and non-state.
  in regard to history what was a borderland: Ginseng and Borderland Seonmin Kim,
2017-09-19 At publication date, a free ebook version of this title will be available through Luminos,
University of California Press’s Open Access publishing program. Visit www.luminosoa.org to learn
more. Ginseng and Borderland explores the territorial boundaries and political relations between
Qing China and Choson Korea during the period from the early seventeenth to the late nineteenth
centuries. By examining a unique body of materials written in Chinese, Manchu, and Korean, and
building on recent studies in New Qing History, Seonmin Kim adds new perspectives to current
understandings of the remarkable transformation of the Manchu Qing dynasty (1636–1912) from a
tribal state to a universal empire. This book discusses early Manchu history and explores the Qing
Empire’s policy of controlling Manchuria and Choson Korea. Kim also contributes to theKorean
history of the Choson dynasty (1392–1910) by challenging conventional accounts that embrace a
China-centered interpretation of the tributary relationship between the two polities, stressing
instead the agency of Choson Korea in the formation of the Qing Empire. This study demonstrates
how Koreans interpreted and employed this relationship in order to preserve the boundary—and
peace—with the suzerain power. By focusing on the historical significance of the China-Korea
boundary, this book defines the nature of the Qing Empire through the dynamics of contacts and
conflicts under both the cultural and material frameworks of its tributary relationship with Choson
Korea.
  in regard to history what was a borderland: Literature and Ethnicity in the Cultural
Borderlands , 2016-08-29 This volume stems from the idea that the notion of borders and
borderlines as clear-cut frontiers separating not only political and geographical areas, but also
cultural, linguistic and semiotic spaces, does not fully address the complexity of contemporary



cultural encounters. Centering on a whole range of literary works from the United States and the
Caribbean, the contributors suggest and discuss different theoretical and methodological grounds to
address the literary production taking place across the lines in North American and Caribbean
culture. The volume represents a pioneering attempt at proposing the concept of the border as a
useful paradigm not only for the study of Chicano literature but also for the other American
literatures. The works presented in the volume illustrate various aspects and manifestations of the
textual border(lands), and explore the double-voiced discourse of border texts by writers like Harriet
E. Wilson, Rudolfo Anaya, Toni Morrison, Cormac McCarthy, Louise Erdrich, Helena Viramontes,
Paule Marshall and Monica Sone, among others. This book is of interest for scholars and researchers
in the field of comparative American studies and ethnic studies.
  in regard to history what was a borderland: Entangling Migration History Benjamin Bryce,
Alexander Freund, 2015-06-23 This collection uses current cross-boundary theories in applied case
studies to better understand how people, institutions, and ideas permeate geopolitical lines in North
America.
  in regard to history what was a borderland: A Fluid Frontier Karolyn Smardz Frost, Veta
Smith Tucker, 2016-02-15 Scholars of the Underground Railroad as well as those in borderland
studies will appreciate the interdisciplinary mix and unique contributions of this volume.
  in regard to history what was a borderland: Beyond Walls: Re-inventing the
Canada-United States Borderlands Victor Konrad, Heather Nicol, 2016-12-05 September 11,
2001 marked the beginning of a new era of security imperatives for many countries. The border
between Canada and the United States suddenly emerged from relative obscurity to become a focus
of constant attention by media, federal and state/provincial governments on both sides of the
boundary, and the public at large. This book provides a comprehensive examination of the
Canada-USA border in its 21st century form, placing it within the context of border and borderlands
theory, globalization and the changing geopolitical dialogue. It argues that this border has been
reinvented as a 'state of the art', technology-steeped crossing system, while the image of the border
has been engineered to appear consistent with the 'friendly' border of the past. It shows how a
border can evolve to a heightened level of security and yet continue to function well, sustaining the
massive flow of trade. It argues whether, in doing so, the US-Canada border offers a model for
future borderlands. Although this model is still evolving and still aspires toward better management
practices, the template may prove useful, not only for North America, but also in conflict border
zones as well as the meshed border regions of the EU, Africa's artificial line boundaries and other
global situations.
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