
importance of professional development of teachers

importance of professional development of teachers is a critical aspect of maintaining and enhancing
educational quality in schools and learning institutions. This concept encompasses the continuous process by
which teachers improve their skills, gain new knowledge, and refine their teaching strategies to meet
evolving educational demands. Professional development ensures educators remain effective in delivering
curriculum, integrating innovative technologies, and addressing diverse student needs. Its significance
extends beyond individual growth, impacting student achievement, school culture, and overall educational
standards. This article explores the multifaceted importance of professional development of teachers,
highlighting its benefits, key components, and best practices for implementation. The following sections
detail why ongoing teacher training is indispensable in today’s dynamic educational landscape.

Benefits of Professional Development for Teachers

Key Components of Effective Professional Development

Impact on Student Learning and Achievement

Challenges and Solutions in Professional Development

Best Practices for Implementing Professional Development Programs

Benefits of Professional Development for Teachers
Professional development offers numerous advantages that contribute to the growth and effectiveness of
teachers. It equips educators with updated knowledge and instructional techniques that reflect current
educational research and standards. This ongoing learning process fosters greater confidence, motivation,
and job satisfaction among teachers. Additionally, professional development helps teachers adapt to changes
such as new curriculum requirements, technology integration, and diverse classroom demographics. The
benefits extend beyond individual teachers to positively influence the entire educational environment.

Enhancement of Teaching Skills and Knowledge
Continuous professional development enables teachers to acquire advanced pedagogical skills and deepen
their understanding of subject matter. This improvement supports differentiated instruction, classroom
management, and assessment strategies that cater to diverse learning styles. By staying informed about
new teaching methodologies, educators can enhance student engagement and learning outcomes.



Increased Teacher Retention and Satisfaction
Access to professional development opportunities contributes to higher teacher morale and reduces burnout.
When teachers feel supported in their professional growth, they are more likely to remain committed to
their careers and educational institutions. This retention benefits schools by maintaining experienced staff
and fostering a stable learning environment.

Key Components of Effective Professional Development
For professional development to be truly impactful, it must incorporate several essential elements. Effective
programs are ongoing, collaborative, and aligned with teachers’ needs and school goals. They offer practical,
evidence-based strategies that teachers can directly apply in their classrooms. Moreover, professional
development should be supported by adequate resources and leadership commitment to ensure
sustainability.

Ongoing and Sustained Learning
Short, one-time workshops are less effective compared to continuous development initiatives. Sustained
professional development allows teachers to progressively refine their skills and reflect on their practice
over time. This ongoing approach promotes deeper understanding and long-term change in teaching
behaviors.

Collaboration and Peer Support
Collaboration among teachers during professional development fosters knowledge sharing, peer feedback,
and a sense of community. Professional learning communities and team-based training encourage collective
problem-solving and innovation. Such environments empower teachers to learn from each other’s
experiences and improve their instructional practices.

Alignment with Educational Goals and Standards
Professional development programs must be aligned with district or school improvement plans, curriculum
standards, and student achievement objectives. This alignment ensures that training efforts contribute
directly to educational priorities and measurable outcomes. Customization based on local needs enhances
relevance and effectiveness.



Impact on Student Learning and Achievement
The ultimate purpose of professional development is to improve student learning outcomes. Research
consistently shows a positive correlation between teacher training and student achievement gains. Well-
trained teachers are more adept at creating engaging lessons, assessing student progress, and addressing
individual needs. Consequently, professional development plays a key role in fostering academic success
and equity.

Improved Instructional Quality
Teachers equipped with current pedagogical knowledge and skills deliver higher-quality instruction.
They are better prepared to use formative assessments, differentiate instruction, and integrate technology,
all of which contribute to more effective teaching and learning processes.

Enhanced Student Engagement and Motivation
Professional development helps teachers adopt strategies that increase student participation and interest.
Engaged students are more likely to persist in learning tasks and achieve better academic results. Teachers
who continuously improve their practice can create stimulating classroom environments that motivate
learners.

Challenges and Solutions in Professional Development
Despite its importance, implementing professional development faces several obstacles. Time constraints,
limited funding, lack of administrative support, and inadequate relevance can hinder effectiveness.
Addressing these challenges requires strategic planning and resource allocation to maximize the benefits of
teacher training programs.

Time and Scheduling Conflicts
Teachers often experience difficulty participating in professional development due to busy schedules and
heavy workloads. Flexible scheduling options, such as online modules or after-school sessions, can alleviate
these conflicts and increase participation rates.

Ensuring Relevance and Practicality
Professional development must be tailored to meet teachers’ specific needs and classroom realities. Programs
that are too theoretical or generic may fail to engage educators. Incorporating teacher input in program



design and focusing on practical applications enhance relevance and impact.

Best Practices for Implementing Professional Development
Programs
Successful professional development initiatives follow best practices that promote engagement,
effectiveness, and sustainability. These practices include leadership support, continuous evaluation, and
integration of diverse learning modalities. Employing a comprehensive approach ensures that professional
development contributes meaningfully to educational improvement.

Leadership and Administrative Support
Strong leadership commitment is essential for fostering a culture of continuous learning among teachers.
Administrators should allocate resources, recognize achievements, and encourage participation in
professional development activities.

Use of Varied Learning Formats
Incorporating workshops, coaching, peer observations, online courses, and collaborative projects caters to
different learning preferences. Varied formats keep professional development dynamic and accessible,
enabling teachers to engage meaningfully.

Regular Monitoring and Feedback
Ongoing assessment of professional development effectiveness helps identify areas for improvement.
Providing teachers with feedback and opportunities for reflection ensures that the training translates into
improved instructional practice.

Essential Elements of Effective Teacher Professional Development

Continuous and sustained learning opportunities

Collaboration and peer networking

Alignment with curriculum and student needs

Leadership and administrative backing



Practical, classroom-focused content

Varied instructional methods and formats

Ongoing evaluation and feedback mechanisms

Frequently Asked Questions

Why is professional development important for teachers?
Professional development is important for teachers because it helps them update their knowledge, learn
new teaching strategies, and improve their skills, which ultimately enhances student learning outcomes.

How does professional development impact student achievement?
Effective professional development equips teachers with innovative instructional methods and up-to-date
content knowledge, leading to improved teaching quality and higher student achievement.

What are the benefits of continuous professional development for
teachers?
Continuous professional development fosters lifelong learning, keeps teachers motivated, helps them adapt
to educational changes, and supports career advancement.

How does professional development help teachers adapt to new
technologies?
Professional development provides teachers with training on integrating new technologies into their
classrooms, enhancing digital literacy and enabling more engaging and effective teaching.

What role does professional development play in teacher retention?
Professional development contributes to teacher retention by increasing job satisfaction, providing support
and growth opportunities, and reducing feelings of burnout.

How can professional development improve classroom management



skills?
Through targeted workshops and training, professional development helps teachers learn effective
classroom management techniques, leading to a more positive learning environment.

What types of professional development activities are most effective for
teachers?
Collaborative learning, coaching, workshops focused on practical skills, and ongoing training that is relevant
to teachers' specific needs are among the most effective professional development activities.

How does professional development support inclusive education?
Professional development trains teachers on strategies to accommodate diverse learners, including students
with special needs, ensuring equitable access to education for all students.

Why should schools invest in the professional development of their
teachers?
Schools benefit from investing in professional development because it enhances teaching quality, promotes
a culture of continuous improvement, and ultimately leads to better student performance and school
reputation.

Additional Resources
1. Teacher Professional Development: Improving Classroom Practice and Student Learning
This book explores the critical role of ongoing professional development in enhancing teaching
effectiveness and student outcomes. It provides research-based strategies for designing impactful training
programs that address teachers' needs. The author emphasizes reflective practice and collaboration as key
components for sustained professional growth.

2. The Reflective Educator's Guide to Professional Development
Focused on reflective practice, this guide encourages teachers to critically analyze their teaching methods
and experiences. It offers practical tools and frameworks for self-assessment and continuous improvement.
The book highlights how reflection can lead to meaningful changes in instructional strategies and better
student engagement.

3. Effective Teacher Development: Principles and Practices
This comprehensive resource covers essential principles behind successful teacher development programs.
It discusses various models and approaches, from workshops to coaching and mentoring. The author stresses
the importance of aligning professional development with school goals and individual teacher needs.



4. Collaborative Professional Development for Teachers
The book delves into the power of collaboration among educators as a means to improve teaching practices.
It presents case studies demonstrating how peer learning communities foster innovation and shared
expertise. Readers learn techniques for building supportive networks that promote collective growth.

5. Transforming Teacher Learning: Engaging Practices That Support Change
This text examines how teacher learning can be transformed through engaging and relevant professional
development experiences. It offers strategies to create interactive and learner-centered training sessions.
The book also addresses challenges in teacher motivation and provides solutions to sustain enthusiasm.

6. Building Teacher Capacity Through Professional Development
Focused on capacity building, this book outlines how professional development can empower teachers with
skills and confidence. It discusses leadership roles, resource allocation, and systemic support necessary for
effective development efforts. The author presents frameworks for measuring the impact of professional
growth on teaching quality.

7. Professional Development for Teachers: Strategies for Success
This practical guide offers actionable strategies for educators and administrators to enhance professional
development initiatives. It emphasizes goal-setting, feedback mechanisms, and ongoing support. The book
also covers the integration of technology and innovative practices in teacher training.

8. Mentoring and Coaching: Enhancing Teacher Professional Growth
Exploring the roles of mentoring and coaching, this book highlights personalized support as a cornerstone of
professional development. It provides models for implementing mentorship programs that address
individual teacher challenges. The author discusses how these approaches contribute to sustained
improvement and job satisfaction.

9. Teacher Learning Communities: Fostering Professional Growth and Collaboration
This book centers on the establishment and maintenance of teacher learning communities as a means to
encourage professional development. It examines the social and organizational dynamics that influence
collaborative learning. Readers gain insights into facilitating group interactions that lead to shared
knowledge and improved instructional practices.
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Associations in Professional Development Aymen Elsheikh, Christine Coombe, Okon Effiong,
2018-11-30 Providing a timely and much-needed resource on LTAs, the book helps readers recognize
the importance and nature of teachers’ professional development, while also contributing to the
process of educational change. In order to achieve a suitable level of educational and policy change,
a research base for LTAs is called for. This book represents a step in the right direction, introducing
readers to essential research on the central role of LTAs in language teachers’ development.
Although pre-service and in-service education programs, to be found at government and/or private
institutions, are of great value, it is impossible to prepare teachers for all the challenges they will
face throughout their careers. In response, many professional associations also provide a wide range
of professional development activities for their teacher members. The book will be of interest to
language teachers, graduate students, teacher educators and researchers, educational leaders and
policymakers, as well as teacher associations.
  importance of professional development of teachers: Early Professional Development
for Teachers Frank Banks, Ann Shelton Mayes, 2012-10-12 Early Professional Development has
recently been recognized throughout the UK as a key area for improving the quality of teaching and
learning in schools. All teachers need support to move from novice to expert. Set out here is a range
of articles to help them achieve that goal. Included are practical strategies for investigating
classrooms, ideas about teaching and learning, and key debates concerning professional
development, all selected with the aim of moving classroom practice forward. This book offers
teachers the opportunity to explore the latest debates on professional development as well as
providing practical tips for use in the classroom, and is a rich resource for those teachers committed
to developing their teaching for the benefit of their pupils.
  importance of professional development of teachers: Evaluating Professional Development
Thomas R. Guskey, 2000 How do we determine the effects and effectiveness of activities designed to
enhance the professional knowledge and skills of educators so that they might improve the learning
of students? Thomas R. Guskey explores the processes and procedures involved in evaluating
professional development, from the very simple to the very complex, at five increasing levels of
sophistication: Participants′ reactions to professional development How much participants learn
Evaluating organizational support and change How participants use their new knowledge and skills
Improvement in student learning . . . complete with sample evaluation forms, checklists, and helpful
hints and tips.
  importance of professional development of teachers: Managing Professional Development
in Schools Sonia Blandford, 2012-11-12 The importance of professional development for teachers
cannot be overstated. In recent years there has been much debate on how to raise standards in
schools and it is now recognised by theorists, policy-makers and practitioners that the professional
development of teachers is an important factor in this context. For professional development
co-ordinators and senior management, knowledge and understanding of the nature of professional
development roles and human resource management theories will provide a framework for practice.
This book includes chapters on: *managing professional development in a human resources context
*government policy *initial teacher training *the school development plan *appraisal *middle
management *leadership skills. It will be of interest to co-ordinators of professional development in
schools and across local education authorities, and to anyone who is part of a school's senior
management team.
  importance of professional development of teachers: The Role of Scientists in the
Professional Development of Science Teachers National Research Council, Division on Earth
and Life Studies, Commission on Life Sciences, Committee on Biology Teacher Inservice Programs,
1996-04-29 Scientists nationwide are showing greater interest in contributing to the reform of
science education, yet many do not know how to begin. This highly readable book serves as a guide
for those scientists interested in working on the professional development of K-12 science teachers.
Based on information from over 180 professional development programs for science teachers, the
volume addresses what kinds of activities work and why. Included are useful examples of programs



focusing on issues of content and process in science teaching. The authors present day-in-a-life
vignettes, along with a suggested reading list, to help familiarize scientists with the professional
lives of K-12 science teachers. The book also offers scientists suggestions on how to take first steps
toward involvement, how to identify programs that have been determined effective by teachers, and
how to become involved in system-wide programs. Discussions on ways of working with teachers on
program design, program evaluation, and funding sources are included. Accessible and practical,
this book will be a welcome resource for university, institutional, and corporate scientists; teachers;
teacher educators; organizations; administrators; and parents.
  importance of professional development of teachers: Developing Teachers Chris Day,
2002-01-04 Effective schools or improving schools are fashionable terms in the rhetoric of recent
education movements, yet the heart of these movements is often more to do with teaching quality
than with school practice. This book takes a holistic view of teacher development, examining the
contexts and conditions of teaching: school leadership and culture; teachers' lives and histories;
change; teacher learning, competence and expertise; and the moral purposes of teaching. Day looks
at the conditions under which teacher development may be enhanced, and brings together research
and other information, from the UK and overseas.
  importance of professional development of teachers: EBOOK: International Handbook on
the Continuing Professional Development of Teachers Christopher Day, Judyth Sachs, 2005-12-16
“Christopher Day and Judyth Sachs have done a remarkable job of pulling together an outstanding
collection of essays on professional development that reflect its stunning diversity in different
regions around the world. They have done for readers what no one else has accomplished in nearly a
quarter century: Combine in a single volume a clear and concise description of professional
development’s past, present, and projected future internationally.” Thomas R. Guskey, University of
Kentucky. an engaging text through out and can be dipped in to or read from beginning to end... The
editors and authors of this book have done a great service to teachers and professional development
educators worldwide Journal of Inservice Education This Handbook brings together theoretical and
empirical research on purposes, policies and practices of teachers' continuing professional
development (CPD) over the last twenty years. It provides a unique collection of regional writing
from key professionals in different regions of the world, featuring: A review of current CPD
literature Discussion of the politics, policies and purposes of CPD Case studies from Europe, USA,
Australia, Asia, Africa and South America A synthesis of research and future research possibilities
The book comprises a fascinating mix of conceptual framing, accounts of purposes and practices,
case studies and analyses of best practice from a range of highly regarded writers in the field. It is
an indispensable source book for policy makers and teachers at all levels of the education systems.
Contributors: Beatrice Avalos, Ray Bolam, Pam Christie, Marion Dadds, Christopher Day, John
Elliott, Susan Groundwater-Smith, Shirley Grundy, Ken Harley, Alma Harris, Geert Kelchtermans,
Geoff Lindsay, Judith Warren Little, Agnes McMahon, Daniel Muijs, Alan Penny, Judith Robison,
Judyth Sachs, Ciaran Sugrue, David Tripp
  importance of professional development of teachers: The Professional Development of
Teacher Educators Tony Bates, Anja Swennen, Ken Jones, 2014-12-18 This book makes a significant
contribution to a hitherto much neglected area. The book brings together a wide range of papers on
a scale rarely seen with a geographic spread that enhances our understanding of the complex
journey undertaken by those who aspire to become teachers of teachers. The authors, from more
than ten countries, use a variety of approaches including narrative/life history, self-study and
empirical research to demonstrate the complexity of the transformative search by individuals to
establish their professional identity as teacher educators. The book offers fundamental and
thoughtful critiques of current policy, practice and examples of established structures specifically
supporting the professional development of teacher educators that may well have a wider
applicability. Many of the authors are active and leading persons in the international fields of
teacher education and of professional development. The book considers: novice teacher educators,
issues of transition; identity development including research identity; the facilitation and mentoring



of teacher educators; self-study research including collaborative writing, use of stories; professional
development within the context of curriculum and structural reform. Becoming a teacher is
recognised as a transformative search by individuals for their teaching identities. Becoming a
teacher educator often involves a more complex and longer journey but, according to the many
travel stories told here, one that can be a deeply satisfying experience. This book was published as a
special issue of Professional Development in Education.
  importance of professional development of teachers: Teacher Educators and their
Professional Development Ruben Vanderlinde, Kari Smith, Jean Murray, Mieke Lunenberg,
2021-05-26 This book focuses on the professional development of teacher educators, forming a
definitive and expert resource for all those interested in this area of professional learning. It offers
an in-depth overview of existing international research and professional development initiatives in
the area of teacher educators’ learning. The book highlights relevant research on the topic,
identifies the lessons learnt from recent initiatives, and indicates ways forward for teacher
educators’ professional learning internationally. It provides a unique combination of six years of
pan-European collaborative work, resulting in a book with clear relevance and appeal to both
academics and practitioners internationally. The book conceptualizes teacher educators’
professional development, in order to deepen understanding of how and why learning occurs and
conducts empirical research into the professional development needs of teacher educators
internationally using quantitative and qualitative methods in order to redress gaps in existing
research. This book will be of great interest to academics, researchers and post-graduate students in
the fields of teacher education and professional development and learning.
  importance of professional development of teachers: International Summit on the
Teaching Profession Teaching Excellence through Professional Learning and Policy Reform
Lessons from around the World Schleicher Andreas, 2016-02-22 If the quality of an education
system can never exceed the quality of its teachers, then countries need to do all they can to build a
high-quality teaching force.
  importance of professional development of teachers: The Reflective Educator's Guide to
Classroom Research Nancy Fichtman Dana, Diane Yendol-Hoppey, 2009 Transform your teaching
practice with this powerful approach to professional growth! Teacher inquiry can play a critical role
in professional staff development across all grade levels and subject areas. Now this updated
bestseller offers both an in-depth examination of teacher inquiry as well as step-by-step instructions,
giving prospective and practicing teachers everything they need to engage in this vital process.
Featuring helpful exercises in every chapter, this how-to guide to action research takes teachers
through each stage of the process: formulating a research question, collaborating with others,
collecting data, analyzing data, writing and presenting classroom research, and assessing the quality
of the work. The authors also demonstrate the relationship between teacher inquiry and
differentiated instruction, data-driven decision making, progress monitoring, and Response to
Intervention. This revised edition includes An updated section about professional learning
communities The latest data collection methods, including digital photos, video, blogging, and
assessment measures Simplified models for documenting inquiry results Added examples from
middle and high school settings A new chapter on assessing inquiry projects By learning to make the
most of this essential tool, teachers can enhance their instruction and contribute significantly to
improved student achievement!
  importance of professional development of teachers: Handbook of Professional
Development in Education Linda E. Martin, Sherry Kragler, Diana J. Quatroche, Kathryn L.
Bauserman, 2014-04-16 This comprehensive handbook synthesizes the best current knowledge on
teacher professional development (PD) and addresses practical issues in implementation. Leading
authorities describe innovative practices that are being used in schools, emphasizing the value of PD
that is instructive, reflective, active, collaborative, and substantive. Strategies for creating,
measuring, and sustaining successful programs are presented. The book explores the relationship of
PD to adult learning theory, school leadership, district and state policy, the growth of professional



learning communities, and the Common Core State Standards. Each chapter concludes with
thought-provoking discussion questions. The appendix provides eight illuminating case studies of PD
initiatives in diverse schools.
  importance of professional development of teachers: The Importance of Highly Qualified
Teachers in Raising Academic Achievement United States. Congress. House. Committee on
Education and the Workforce, 2004
  importance of professional development of teachers: Empowering Teachers to Build a
Better World Fernando M. Reimers, 2020-03-23 This open access book presents a comparative study
on how large-scale professional development programs for teachers are designed and implemented.
Around the world, governments and educators are recognizing the need to educate students in a
broad range of higher order cognitive skills and socio-emotional competencies, and providing
effective opportunities for teachers to develop the expertise needed to teach these skills is a crucial
aspect of effective implementation of curricula which include those goals. This study examines how
large-scale efforts to empower teachers for deeper instruction have been designed, how they have
been implemented, and their outcomes. To do so, it investigates six programs from England,
Colombia, Mexico, India, and the United States. Though all six are intended to broaden and deepen
students’ curricular aspirations, each takes this expansion of curricular goals in a different direction.
The ambitious education reforms studied here explicitly focus on building teachers’ capacity to teach
on a broader set of goals. Through a discerning analysis of program documents, evaluations, and
interviews with senior leaders and participants in the programs, the book identifies the various
theories of action used in these programs, examines how they were implemented, and discusses
what they achieved. As such, it offers an indispensable resource for education leaders interested in
designing and implementing professional development programs for teachers that are aligned with
ambitious instructional goals.
  importance of professional development of teachers: Training of teachers Great Britain:
Parliament: House of Commons: Children, Schools and Families Committee, 2010-02-09 Major
reforms must be introduced to help newly qualified teachers make the transition from their initial
training to their first teaching post. The pressures on teachers at the start of their careers are
considerable and the Committee calls for measures that reduce the front-loaded nature of teacher
training. Much greater space and incentives for early career teachers to supplement initial training
with a relevant masters qualification are vital. Mentoring support for these teachers must be
improved and extended. The Committee urges radical changes to teacher professional development,
including the introduction of a single overarching framework for the management of teachers'
career progression. It says the 'Chartered Teacher' framework would encompass a licence to
practise and link pay and progression to the completion of a masters qualification and, thereafter, to
completion of further accredited training. Entry requirements for much initial teacher training
provision are too low and the bar must be raised. Reforms should include discontinuing
undergraduate programmes for those wanting to be secondary school teachers which attract the
poorest qualified candidates and requiring postgraduate trainees to have a lower-second degree or
above. The Committee also says that supply teachers must be brought into the mainstream of the
profession, that, in the context of the 14-19 reforms, school and further education teachers should
have much greater mobility across the two sectors, and that the training of early years, school and
further education teachers should be harmonised through generic standards.
  importance of professional development of teachers: European Perspectives on
Professional Development in Teacher Education Ken Jones, Jim O'Brien, 2016-01-08 This
collection focuses on the ways in which policy relating to professional development and professional
learning in teacher education is changing across Europe. The chapters examine how policies change
with time and with changes in personnel at various levels in the political or professional spectrum. It
also highlights the continued diversity of the education systems of Europe, despite moves towards
economic and social integration. A common theme running through the chapters is an understanding
of the importance of professional development and professional learning of educators in the success



and effective operation of the education systems of the countries concerned. This book was
originally published as a special issue of Professional Development in Education.
  importance of professional development of teachers: Creating Effective Teaching and
Learning Environments: First Results from TALIS OECD, 2009-06-18 This survey aims to help
countries review and develop policies to make the teaching profession more attractive and more
effective.
  importance of professional development of teachers: The Evolving Role of Teachers
KHRITISH SWARGIARY, 2023-10-01 This book explores the vital role of teachers, the importance of
teacher training and professional development, and the changing dynamics of Indian classrooms. It
delves into the challenges faced by educators, innovative teaching methods, collaborative efforts
between teachers, parents, and communities, and the influence of government policies on education.
Through inspirational stories and a focus on the future, this book serves as a comprehensive guide to
understanding and improving the education landscape in India.
  importance of professional development of teachers: Deepening Awareness on the
Progressive Academic Framework - NEP 2020 Dr. Renuka P.C.V., Dr. Ramachandran T.S., Smt. Priya
M., Smt. Sangeetha P., Sri.Sunilkumar K.V.,
  importance of professional development of teachers: Teachers as Tutors: Shadow
Education Market Dynamics in Georgia Magda Nutsa Kobakhidze, 2018-08-10 The so-called shadow
education system of private supplementary tutoring has become a global phenomenon but has
different features in different settings. This book explores the ways in which teacher-tutors’ beliefs,
social norms, ideals about professionalism, and community values shape their economic decisions in
the informal shadow education marketplace. Through theoretical lenses of economic sociology and
anthropology, this study uncovers strong social and moral embeddedness of the shadow education
market in social relationships, cultural norms and moralities in post-Soviet Georgia. The book
questions some of the basic assumptions that the predominant neoliberal discourse promotes
worldwide. The book is based on Kobakhidze’s PhD dissertation, which won the Comparative and
International Education Society (CIES) Gail P. Kelly Outstanding Dissertation Award. “[A]
theoretically innovative and substantively enlightening account of shadow schooling in Georgia... A
landmark achievement.” Roger Dale, University of Bristol “... an important and timely topic ...
addressed with exceptional thoroughness. It constitutes a solid piece of academic work and clearly
makes a significant contribution to the field of shadow education.”Heidi Biseth, University College of
Southeast Norway, Chair of Gail P. Kelly Award Committee in 2017 “...through robust critical
analysis, Kobakhidze invites a humanistic re-visioning of economy and society.“ Ora Kwo, The
University of Hong Kong
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