
immigration medical exam nyc

immigration medical exam nyc is a critical step for individuals seeking permanent residency, work

visas, or other immigration benefits in the United States. This medical examination ensures that

applicants meet the health requirements set by U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS)

and helps prevent the spread of communicable diseases. In New York City, numerous authorized

physicians and clinics provide comprehensive immigration medical exams tailored to meet USCIS

standards. This article explores the process, requirements, and essential information regarding

immigration medical exams in NYC, helping applicants understand what to expect and how to prepare.

Key topics include the exam’s purpose, required vaccinations, what documents to bring, and how to

find a designated civil surgeon in NYC.
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Understanding the Immigration Medical Exam

The immigration medical exam is a mandatory health screening required by USCIS for most

immigration benefit applicants. This exam is conducted by a USCIS-designated civil surgeon who

evaluates the applicant’s overall health and screens for communicable diseases that could pose a



public health risk. The exam also verifies that the applicant has received required vaccinations

according to U.S. immunization standards. The purpose is to ensure that immigrants do not have

medical conditions that could require extensive public health interventions or cause harm to the

community.

The Role of the Civil Surgeon

Civil surgeons are licensed physicians authorized by USCIS to perform immigration medical exams.

These doctors undergo special training to understand USCIS requirements, complete the necessary

forms accurately, and recognize conditions that must be reported. In NYC, civil surgeons are found in

various clinics and private practices, making the process accessible to applicants across all boroughs.

Key Components of the Exam

The immigration medical exam typically includes the following:

Review of medical history and physical examination

Testing for tuberculosis (TB), including a chest X-ray if required

Screening for sexually transmitted infections such as syphilis and gonorrhea

Vaccination assessment and administration of any missing vaccines

Evaluation for any mental health disorders or substance abuse issues



Requirements for the Immigration Medical Exam in NYC

To comply with USCIS regulations, the immigration medical exam in NYC must meet specific criteria.

Applicants must undergo all required tests and vaccinations, and the civil surgeon must complete Form

I-693, Report of Medical Examination and Vaccination Record. This form is sealed and submitted with

the immigration application.

Vaccination Requirements

USCIS requires proof of vaccination against several diseases, which may include:

Measles, Mumps, and Rubella (MMR)

Varicella (Chickenpox)

Tetanus and Diphtheria

Polio

Influenza (seasonal)

COVID-19 (depending on current guidelines)

Hepatitis B

Other vaccines as recommended by the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP)

Applicants who lack necessary vaccinations will receive them during the exam or be provided with a

vaccination schedule.



Medical Conditions and Reporting

The exam also screens for medical conditions that could affect admissibility, such as communicable

diseases of public health significance, drug abuse, and certain mental health disorders. Physicians

must report such conditions to USCIS, which may impact the applicant’s immigration case.

Preparing for the Immigration Medical Exam

Proper preparation can help ensure a smooth immigration medical exam. Applicants should gather

important documents and understand what to expect during the appointment.

Documents to Bring

Applicants should bring the following to their immigration medical exam in NYC:

Government-issued photo identification (passport, driver’s license)

Any vaccination records or immunization history

Completed USCIS forms or appointment notices

List of current medications and medical conditions

Previous medical records if relevant

What to Expect During the Exam

The civil surgeon will conduct a physical examination, ask about medical history and symptoms, and



perform necessary tests such as blood work or X-rays. If vaccinations are needed, they may be

administered during the visit or scheduled for a later date. The exam generally takes 30 to 60 minutes

depending on the complexity of the case.

Choosing a Civil Surgeon in New York City

Finding a qualified civil surgeon in NYC is essential for completing the immigration medical exam

properly. Only USCIS-designated civil surgeons can perform this exam and sign the required

paperwork.

How to Find a Designated Civil Surgeon

Applicants can locate a civil surgeon by:

Visiting the USCIS website’s civil surgeon locator tool

Contacting local immigration support organizations

Asking for referrals from immigration attorneys

Searching for clinics specializing in immigration medical exams in NYC

Factors to Consider When Choosing a Civil Surgeon

When selecting a civil surgeon, applicants should consider:

Experience with immigration medical exams



Proximity and accessibility within NYC

Office hours and availability

Language capabilities, if needed

Cost of the exam and accepted payment methods

Common Questions About the Immigration Medical Exam

Many applicants have questions about the immigration medical exam process. Addressing these can

help reduce uncertainty and improve preparedness.

How Long Is the Exam Valid?

The immigration medical exam results are typically valid for two years from the date of the civil

surgeon’s signature on Form I-693. Applicants should time their exam accordingly to avoid expiration

before their immigration application is adjudicated.

What If an Applicant Has a Medical Condition?

If the civil surgeon identifies a health issue, they will report it to USCIS. Some conditions may require

treatment or additional evaluation before the applicant can proceed. Applicants with chronic illnesses

should bring detailed medical records to facilitate the exam.



Is the Exam Confidential?

The medical exam is confidential and conducted according to medical privacy laws. Results are

submitted directly to USCIS and not disclosed publicly. Applicants can request copies of their medical

exam documents for personal records.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an immigration medical exam in NYC?

An immigration medical exam in NYC is a required health examination conducted by a USCIS-

designated civil surgeon to ensure that applicants meet health standards for immigration purposes.

Where can I get an immigration medical exam in NYC?

You can get an immigration medical exam in NYC at authorized clinics or private doctors who are

designated civil surgeons authorized by USCIS to perform these exams.

What documents do I need to bring to my immigration medical exam

in NYC?

You should bring your passport, vaccination records, Form I-693 (if applicable), and any prior medical

records or test results relevant to your health history.

How much does an immigration medical exam cost in NYC?

The cost varies but generally ranges from $200 to $500, depending on the provider and any additional

tests or vaccinations required.



How long does the immigration medical exam take in NYC?

The exam typically takes between 30 minutes to an hour, but it may take longer if additional tests or

vaccinations are needed.

What vaccinations are required during an immigration medical exam in

NYC?

USCIS requires certain vaccinations such as MMR, Tdap, Varicella, Influenza, and others depending

on age and medical history, which must be up to date for the exam.

Can children get their immigration medical exam in NYC?

Yes, children can and must undergo the immigration medical exam with a designated civil surgeon as

part of the immigration process.

How soon before my immigration interview should I complete the

medical exam in NYC?

It is recommended to complete the medical exam within 60 days before your immigration interview or

application submission to ensure the results are valid.

What happens if I fail the immigration medical exam in NYC?

If you have a disqualifying medical condition, USCIS may require treatment, waiver, or additional

evaluation before proceeding with your immigration application.

Additional Resources

1. The Essential Guide to Immigration Medical Exams in NYC

This comprehensive guide provides detailed information on the immigration medical examination

process specific to New York City. It covers the requirements, procedures, and common challenges



faced by applicants. The book also offers tips on choosing authorized physicians and preparing for the

exam to ensure a smooth experience.

2. Immigration Health Screening: A New York City Perspective

Focusing on the health screening aspects of immigration in NYC, this book explores the medical

criteria applicants must meet. It includes discussions on communicable diseases, vaccination

requirements, and mental health evaluations. The author also addresses recent changes in policies

and their impact on immigrants.

3. Navigating the NYC Immigration Medical Exam: A Practical Handbook

Designed as a step-by-step manual, this handbook helps immigrants understand what to expect during

their medical exam in New York City. It explains the documentation needed, common medical tests

performed, and how to handle potential medical issues. The book aims to reduce anxiety and improve

preparedness for the exam.

4. Health and Immigration: Understanding Medical Exams for NYC Immigrants

This book delves into the intersection of health and immigration law, focusing on the medical exams

required for NYC immigrants. It offers insights into the legal implications of medical findings and how

they affect immigration status. Additionally, it provides advice on managing health concerns during the

application process.

5. Preparing for Your Immigration Medical Exam in New York City

A practical resource for immigrants, this book outlines how to prepare physically and mentally for the

medical examination. It discusses diet, medical history documentation, and vaccinations to consider

before the exam. The author includes checklists and FAQs to help readers feel confident and

informed.

6. Authorized Physicians and Immigration Medical Exams in NYC

This book focuses on the role of designated civil surgeons and panel physicians authorized to conduct

immigration medical exams in New York City. It explains how to find certified doctors, what to expect

during the appointment, and how physicians report results to immigration authorities. The book also



highlights common physician-related challenges and solutions.

7. Medical Exam Requirements for NYC Immigration Applicants

A detailed reference outlining the specific medical exam requirements for various immigration

categories in New York City. It covers initial exams, follow-up tests, and vaccination mandates. The

book is useful for applicants, legal professionals, and healthcare providers involved in immigration

cases.

8. Overcoming Barriers in the NYC Immigration Medical Exam Process

This book addresses common obstacles immigrants face during the medical exam, such as language

barriers, cultural differences, and access to healthcare. It offers strategies for overcoming these

challenges and ensuring compliance with medical exam requirements. The author includes case

studies and resources available in NYC.

9. The Impact of Immigration Medical Exams on Public Health in NYC

Exploring the broader public health implications, this book analyzes how immigration medical exams

contribute to disease prevention and health promotion in New York City. It discusses the balance

between individual rights and public safety. The book provides an academic perspective valuable for

policymakers and health professionals.
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