HYMN HISTORY HOW GREAT THOU ART

HYMN HISTORY HOW GREAT THOU ART IS A FASCINATING EXPLORATION INTO ONE OF THE MOST BELOVED AND ENDURING
CHRISTIAN HYMNS WORLDWIDE. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE ORIGINS, DEVELOPMENT, AND CULTURAL IMPACT OF “How
GREAT THou ART,” TRACING ITS JOURNEY FROM A SWEDISH POEM TO A GLOBALLY RECOGNIZED ANTHEM OF PRAISE. THE
HYMN'S HISTORY REFLECTS A RICH TAPESTRY OF TRANSLATION, ADAPTATION, AND MUSICAL EVOLUTION, HIGHLIGHTING KEY
FIGURES WHO CONTRIBUTED TO ITS WIDESPREAD POPULARITY. ADDITIONALLY/ THE ARTICLE EXAMINES THE THEOLOGICAL
THEMES EMBEDDED IN THE LYRICS AND HOW THE HYMN CONTINUES TO INSPIRE WORSHIPPERS ACROSS DENOMINATIONS. READERS
WILL GAIN INSIGHT INTO THE HYMN’S SIGNIFICANCE IN BOTH RELIGIOUS AND MUSICAL CONTEXTS, MAKING IT A VITAL PIECE OF
CHRISTIAN HERITAGE. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS GUIDE THE READER THROUGH THE HYMN’S INCEPTION, LYRICAL EVOLUTION,
MUSICAL ADAPTATIONS, AND ITS LASTING LEGACY IN MODERN \WORSHIP.

ORIGINS AND EARLY HisTorY ofF “How GReAT THou ART”

® TRANSLATION AND ADAPTATION INTO ENGLISH

MusicaL COMPOSITION AND POPULARITY

® THEOLOGICAL THEMES AND LYRICAL ANALYSIS

CULTURAL IMPACT AND LEGACY

ORIGINS AND EARLY HisTORY OF “How GrReAT THou ART”

THE HYMN HISTORY HOW GREAT THOU ART BEGINS WITH ITS ORIGIN AS A SWEDISH POEM TITLED “O STORE GUD,” WRITTEN BY
CARL GUsTAV BoBERG IN 1885. BOBERG WAS A SWEDISH PREACHER AND POET WHO PENNED THE POEM AFTER EXPERIENCING A
POWERFUL SPIRITUAL MOMENT DURING A THUNDERSTORM. THE POEM’S VIVID IMAGERY AND PROFOUND SENSE OF AWE TOW ARD
GOD'S CREATION LAID THE FOUNDATION FOR THE HYMN’S ENDURING APPEAL. INITIALLY, “O STore GUD” WAS A POETIC
REFLECTION RATHER THAN A HYMN, CAPTURING THE MAJESTY OF NATURE AND DIVINE POWER.

THIS EARLY VERSION WAS RELATIVELY SHORT, CONSISTING OF ONLY SIX STANZAS, AND IT WAS SET TO A TRADITIONAL
SWEDISH FOLK MELODY. THE POEM WAS PUBLISHED IN A SWEDISH MAGAZINE AND GRADUALLY GAINED POPULARITY WITHIN
SWEDISH CHURCHES. IT WAS NOT IMMEDIATELY KNOWN OUTSIDE SCANDINAVIA, BUT ITS PROFOUND MESSAGE RESONATED
DEEPLY WITH THOSE WHO ENCOUNTERED IT.

CARL GUSTAV BOBERG’S INSPIRATION

CARL GUSTAV BOBERG’S INSPIRATION FOR THE POEM CAME FROM WITNESSING A SUDDEN THUNDERSTORM THAT PASSED
QUICKLY, LEAVING A CALM AND BEAUTIFUL AFTERMATH. THIS EXPERIENCE OF NATURE’S POWER AND TRANQUILITY MOVED
BOBERG TO WRITE ABOUT THE GREATNESS OF GOD. HIS POETIC LANGUAGE COMBINED NATURAL IMAGERY WITH SPIRITUAL
CONTEMPLATION, A STYLE THAT HELPED THE POEM TRANSCEND ITS ORIGINAL CONTEXT.

EARLY RECEPTION IN SWEDEN

IN Swepen, “O STore GUD” WAS EMBRACED AS A HYMN OF PRAISE AND WAS INCORPORATED INTO HYMNALS BY THE EARLY
20TH CENTURY. THE HYMN’S FOCUS ON GOD’S GREATNESS AS REVEALED THROUGH CREATION ALIGNED WELL WITH LUTHERAN
WORSHIP TRADITIONS, MAKING IT A POPULAR CHOICE FOR CONGREGATIONAL SINGING. DESPITE ITS INITIAL REGIONAL
POPULARITY, THE HYMN’S REACH WAS LIMITED BEFORE IT WAS TRANSLATED INTO OTHER LANGUAGES.



TRANSLATION AND ADAPTATION INTO ENGLISH

THE HYMN HISTORY HOW GREAT THOU ART TOOK A SIGNIFICANT TURN WHEN IT WAS TRANSLATED INTO ENGLISH IN THE EARLY
20TH CENTURY. THE FIRST ENGLISH VERSION APPEARED IN 1925, TRANSLATED BY BRITISH MISSIONARY STUART K. HINE, WHO
ALSO ADAPTED THE LYRICS TO BETTER SUIT ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATIONS. HINE’S TRANSLATION WAS NOT A DIRECT ONE;
RATHER, IT INVOLVED CREATIVE ADAPTATION AND THE ADDITION OF NEW STANZAS THAT EMPHASIZED THE PERSONAL
RELATIONSHIP WITH Gob AND CHRIST’S SACRIFICE.

STUART K. HINE’S WORK WAS CRUCIAL IN POPULARIZING THE HYMN IN ENGLISH-SPEAKING COUNTRIES, PARTICULARLY IN THE
UNITED STATES AND THE UNITED KINGDOM. HIS VERSION RETAINED THE CORE MESSAGE OF AWE AND WORSHIP BUT EXPANDED ITS
THEOLOGICAL DEPTH, MAKING IT ACCESSIBLE TO A BROADER AUDIENCE.

STUART K. HINE’s ROLE IN POPULARIZATION

HINE ENCOUNTERED THE HYMN WHILE SERVING AS A MISSIONARY IN EASTERN EUROPE DURING THE 1930s. HE WAS DEEPLY
MOVED BY THE ORIGINAL SWEDISH LYRICS AND THE MELODY, WHICH HE THEN TRANSLATED AND MODIFIED. HINE ALSO COMPOSED
ADDITIONAL VERSES INSPIRED BY HIS OWN EXPERIENCES AND REFLECTIONS, WHICH ENHANCED THE HYMN'S EMOTIONAL AND
SPIRITUAL APPEAL. HIS ENGLISH VERSION WAS FIRST PUBLISHED IN 1949 AND QUICKLY GAINED TRACTION IN EVANGELICAL
CIRCLES.

OTHER TRANSLATIONS AND VERSIONS

BESIDES THE ENGLISH ADAPTATION, “How GREAT THOU ART” HAS BEEN TRANSLATED INTO NUMEROUS LANGUAGES
WORLDWIDE, EACH BRINGING UNIQUE LINGUISTIC AND CULTURAL NUANCES TO THE HYMN. THESE TRANSLATIONS HELPED THE
HYMN CROSS CULTURAL AND DENOMINATIONAL BOUNDARIES, MAKING IT A GLOBAL EXPRESSION OF CHRISTIAN WORSHIP. SOME
KEY POINTS ABOUT THESE TRANSLATIONS INCLUDE:

® PRESERVATION OF THE HYMN’S CENTRAL THEME OF DIVINE GREATNESS AND CREATION.
® VARIATIONS IN LYRICAL CONTENT REFLECTING DIFFERENT THEOLOGICAL EMPHASES.

e ADAPTATIONS TO FIT VARIOUS MUSICAL STYLES AND WORSHIP TRADITIONS.

MusicaL COMPOSITION AND POPULARITY

THE MUSICAL SIDE OF THE HYMN HISTORY HOW GREAT THOU ART IS EQUALLY COMPELLING. THE ORIGINAL MELODY WAS BASED
ON A SWEDISH FOLK TUNE, WHICH WAS SIMPLE YET EVOCATIVE, COMPLEMENTING THE POEM’S MAJESTIC LYRICS. OVER TIME,
VARIOUS COMPOSERS ARRANGED AND MODIFIED THE TUNE TO ENHANCE CONGREGATIONAL SINGING AND APPEAL TO DIFFERENT
AUDIENCES.

NOTABLY/ THE HYMN GAINED REMARKABLE POPULARITY IN THE UNITED STATES DURING THE MID-20TH CENTURY, LARGELY DUE
TO INFLUENTIAL PERFORMANCES BY RENOWNED GOSPEL ARTISTS AND CHURCH CHOIRS. |TS STIRRING MELODY COMBINED WITH
POWERFUL LYRICS MADE IT A STAPLE IN BOTH TRADITIONAL AND CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SETTINGS.

MusicAL ARRANGEMENTS AND V ARIATIONS

SEVERAL MUSICAL ARRANGEMENTS OF “How GREAT THoU ART” HAVE BEEN CREATED TO SUIT DIVERSE WORSHIP CONTEXTS,
RANGING FROM SOLEMN HYMNAL RENDITIONS TO DYNAMIC GOSPEL PERFORMANCES. THESE ARRANGEMENTS OFTEN INCLUDE:

o CHORAL HARMONIZATIONS ENHANCING THE HYMN’S EMOTIONAL IMPACT.

® INSTRUMENTAL ACCOMPANIMENTS, INCLUDING ORGAN, PIANO, AND ORCHESTRAL VERSIONS.



o CONTEMPORARY ADAPTATIONS FEATURING GUITARS AND MODERN \WORSHIP BAND INSTRUMENTATION.

PROMINENT PERFORMANCES BOOSTING POPULARITY

THE HYMN’S RISE TO WIDESPREAD RECOGNITION WAS SIGNIFICANTLY AIDED BY FAMOUS GOSPEL SINGERS SUCH AS GEORGE
BEVERLY SHEA AND ELVIS PRESLEY. THEIR RECORDINGS INTRODUCED “How GREAT THOU ART” TO MASS AUDIENCES BEYOND
TRADITIONAL CHURCH SETTINGS. THE SONG’S INCLUSION IN MAJOR EVANGELICAL CRUSADES AND WORSHIP EVENTS FURTHER
CEMENTED ITS PLACE AS A BELOVED HYMN.

THeoLoGICAL THEMES AND LYRICAL ANALYSIS

THE HYMN HISTORY HOW GREAT THOU ART IS DEEPLY ROOTED IN CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY, WITH LYRICS THAT EMPHASIZE Gop’s
OMNIPOTENCE, THE BEAUTY OF CREATION, AND SALVATION THROUGHJESUS CHRIST. A DETAILED ANALYSIS OF THE HYMN’S
VERSES REVEALS CORE BIBLICAL THEMES THAT CONTRIBUTE TO ITS SPIRITUAL RESONANCE.

EACH STANZA FOCUSES ON DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF FAITH, INCLUDING PRAISE FOR Gop’s CREATION, RECOGNITION OF HUMAN
SINFULNESS, AND THE HOPE OFFERED BY CHRIST’S SACRIFICE. THIS LAYERED THEOLOGICAL APPROACH ALLOWS WORSHIPPERS TO
ENGAGE WITH THE HYMN ON BOTH INTELLECTUAL AND EMOTIONAL LEVELS.

Gob’s MAJESTY IN CREATION

THE OPENING VERSES CELEBRATE THE GRANDEUR OF THE NATURAL WORLD AS A REFLECTION OF GOD’S GREATNESS. IMAGERY OF
FORESTS, MOUNTAINS, AND STARS IS USED TO INSPIRE AWE AND WORSHIP. THIS THEME ALIGNS WITH BIBLICAL PASSAGES SUCH
AS PsaLM 8 AND RoMANs 1:20, WHICH SPEAK OF GOD’S INVISIBLE QUALITIES BEING EVIDENT IN CREATION.

REDEMPTION AND SALVATION

LATER VERSES SHIFT FOCUS TO THE PERSONAL EXPERIENCE OF REDEMPTION THROUGHJESUS CHRIST. THE LYRICS EXPRESS
GRATITUDE FOR CHRIST’S SACRIFICE AND THE PROMISE OF ETERNAL LIFE. THIS THEOLOGICAL EMPHASIS MAKES THE HYMN NOT
ONLY A SONG OF PRAISE BUT ALSO A TESTIMONY OF FAITH AND HOPE.

CuLTURAL IMPACT AND LEGACY

THE HYMN HISTORY HOW GREAT THOU ART EXTENDS BEYOND ITS RELIGIOUS FUNCTION, INFLUENCING VARIOUS ASPECTS OF
CULTURE AND MUSIC WORLDWIDE. | TS UNIVERSAL MESSAGE AND POWERFUL MELODY HAVE MADE IT A SYMBOL OF CHRISTIAN
W ORSHIP AND A SOURCE OF INSPIRATION FOR COUNTLESS INDIVIDUALS.

OVER THE DECADES, “"How GREAT THoU ART” HAS BEEN FEATURED IN NUMEROUS RECORDINGS, FILMS, AND PUBLIC EVENTS,
CONTRIBUTING TO ITS STATUS AS A CULTURAL ICON. THE HYMN’S ADAPTABILITY HAS ALLOWED IT TO REMAIN RELEVANT
ACROSS GENERATIONS AND DIVERSE CHRISTIAN TRADITIONS.

INFLUENCE ON W ORSHIP PRACTICES

“How GREAT THoU ART” HAS SHAPED WORSHIP PRACTICES BY ENCOURAGING CONGREGATIONAL SINGING AND FOSTERING A
SPIRIT OF REVERENCE. |TS WIDESPREAD USE IN CHURCHES OF DIFFERENT DENOMINATIONS HIGHLIGHTS ITS ECUMENICAL APPEAL.
ADDITIONALLY, IT HAS INSPIRED CONTEMPORARY CHRISTIAN SONGWRITERS AND WORSHIP LEADERS.



LeGAcY IN Music AND PoPULAR CULTURE

THE HYMN’S LEGACY INCLUDES ITS IMPACT ON POPULAR MUSIC, WITH MANY ARTISTS INCORPORATING ITS THEMES OR MELODIES
INTO THEIR WORKS. “How GREAT THOU ART” CONTINUES TO BE PERFORMED IN CONCERTS, RELIGIOUS GATHERINGS, AND
SPECIAL CEREMONIES, MAINTAINING ITS PLACE AS A TIMELESS EXPRESSION OF FAITH.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\W/HO ORIGINALLY WROTE THE HYMN 'How GREAT THou ART'?

THE HYMN 'How GREAT THOU ART’ WAS ORIGINALLY WRITTEN BY SWEDISH PASTOR CARL GUSTAV BogerG IN 1885.

WHAT INsPIRED CARL GUSTAYV BoBerG To WRITE ‘How GREAT THouU ART'?

BOBERG WAS INSPIRED BY A THUNDERSTORM HE EXPERIENCED AND THE BEAUTY OF NATURE, WHICH LED HIM TO COMPOSE THE
POEM THAT BECAME ‘How GReEAT THou ARrT.

WHEN wAS ‘How GREAT THoOU ART' FIRST TRANSLATED INTO ENGLISH?

THE HYMN WAS FIRST TRANSLATED INTO ENGLISH IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY, AROUND 1925, BY BRITISH MISSIONARY
STUART K. HINE.

How pib STUART K. HINE CONTRIBUTE TO THE POPULARITY oF ‘How GReEAT THou
ART'?

STUART K. HINE NOT ONLY TRANSLATED THE HYMN BUT ALSO ADDED ADDITIONAL VERSES BASED ON HIS MISSIONARY
EXPERIENCES, WHICH HELPED POPULARIZE THE HYMN \¥ ORLD\IDE.

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF 'How GREAT THoU ART' IN CHRISTIAN WORSHIP?

'How GREAT THOU ART’ IS SIGNIFICANT FOR ITS POWERFUL LYRICS PRAISING GOD’S CREATION AND MAJESTY, MAKING IT A
BELOVED HYMN USED IN MANY CHRISTIAN WORSHIP SERVICES.

\W/HICH FAMOUS SINGER HELPED POPULARIZE ‘How GREAT THoU ART’ IN THE UNITED
STATES?

ELVIS PRESLEY HELPED POPULARIZE ‘How GREAT THouU ART' IN THE UNITED STATES BY RECORDING A WELL-KNOWN VERSION
OF THE HYMN.

How HAs 'How GREAT THOU ART’ INFLUENCED CONTEMPORARY CHRISTIAN MUSIC?

THE HYMN'S MAJESTIC AND WORSHIPFUL STYLE HAS INSPIRED MANY CONTEMPORARY CHRISTIAN ARTISTS TO CREATE SONGS
THAT EMPHASIZE GOD'S GREATNESS AND POWER.

\WHAT ARE THE MAIN THEMES EXPRESSED IN THE HYMN ‘How GREAT THou ART'?

THE MAIN THEMES INCLUDE THE AWE OF GOD’S CREATION, HIS POWER AND GREATNESS, AND PERSONAL SALVATION THROUGH
Jesus CHRIST.



Has ‘How GREAT THoU ART’ RECEIVED ANY NOTABLE AWARDS OR RECOGNITIONS?

Yes, IN 2010, 'How GReaT THou ART' WAS vOTED THE UK’S FAVORITE HYMN IN A BBC POLL, HIGHLIGHTING ITS ENDURING
POPULARITY.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. How GREAT THoU ART: THE STORY BEHIND THE HYMN

THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE ORIGINS AND HISTORY OF THE BELOVED HYMN “How GREAT THou ART.” |T DELVES INTO THE LIFE OF
ITS ORIGINAL AUTHOR, SWEDISH PASTOR CARL GUSTAV BOBERG, AND THE HYMN'S JOURNEY THROUGH V ARIOUS
TRANSLATIONS AND ADAPTATIONS. READERS WILL GAIN INSIGHT INTO HOW THIS POWERFUL HYMN HAS TOUCHED MILLIONS
\WORLDW IDE.

2. THe Hymvopy oF CARL GUSTAV BoBerG: A LEGACY OF PrRAISE

FOCUSING ON BOBERG’S CONTRIBUTIONS TO HYMNODY, THIS VOLUME EXAMINES HIS THEOLOGICAL INFLUENCES AND POETIC
STYLE. IT PLACES "How GREAT THOU ART” WITHIN THE BROADER CONTEXT OF HIS WORK AND 19@TH-CENTURY SWEDISH HYMN
TRADITIONS. THE BOOK ALSO DISCUSSES ITS IMPACT ON GLOBAL CHRISTIAN \WORSHIP.

3. From SWEDEN TO THE WORLD: THE GLOBAL JOURNEY ofF "How GREAT THou ArT”

THIS BOOK TRACES THE INTERNATIONAL SPREAD OF “How GREAT THOU ART,” HIGHLIGHTING ITS TRANSLATION INTO
NUMEROUS LANGUAGES AND ADOPTION BY DIVERSE CHRISTIAN DENOMINATIONS. |T INCLUDES STORIES OF HOW THE HYMN HAS
BEEN USED IN MISSIONARY WORK AND POPULARIZED BY FAMOUS ARTISTS. THE NARRATIVE SHOWCASES ITS ENDURING APPEAL
ACROSS CULTURES.

4. THE Power oF PrRAISE: HYMNS THAT SHAPED Mopern W ORSHIP

EXAMINING SEVERAL INFLUENTIAL HYMNS, THIS BOOK FEATURES A DEDICATED CHAPTER ON “How GREAT THou ART.” IT
DISCUSSES HOW THE HYMN REVITALIZED CONGREGATIONAL SINGING AND INSPIRED MODERN WORSHIP MUSIC. THE AUTHOR
ANALYZES THE THEOLOGICAL THEMES THAT RESONATE WITH CONTEMPORARY BELIEVERS.

5. Voices oF FAITH: THE BioGrAPHIES BEHIND CLASSIC HYMNS

THIS COLLECTION OF BIOGRAPHIES INCLUDES AN IN-DEPTH PROFILE OF CARL GUSTAV BOBERG AND THE CREATION OF “How
GReAT THoU ART.” IT PROVIDES CONTEXT ABOUT THE PERSONAL EXPERIENCES AND SPIRITUAL CONVICTIONS THAT INSPIRED
VARIOUS HYMN WRITERS. READERS WILL APPRECIATE THE HUMAN STORIES BEHIND TIMELESS SONGS OF WORSHIP.

6. SING His PraAises: THE HISTORY AND IMPACT OF FAVORITE HYMNS

“How GREAT THoU ART” IS FEATURED AS ONE OF THE HYMNS THAT HAVE SIGNIFICANTLY INFLUENCED CHRISTIAN WORSHIP
MUSIC. THE BOOK EXPLORES ITS MUSICAL COMPOSITION, LYRICAL DEPTH, AND ROLE IN REVIVALS AND CHURCH SERVICES. |T
ALSO PRESENTS ANECDOTES FROM WORSHIP LEADERS AND CONGREGANTS.

7. Hymns AND HerITAGE: THE CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE OF “How GREAT THou ArT”

THIS WORK EXAMINES THE CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE HYMN, INCLUDING ITS SWEDISH ROOTS AND
AMERICAN POPULARIZATION. IT DISCUSSES HOW “How GREAT THOU ART"” REFLECTS BROADER THEMES OF FAITH, NATURE, AND
DIVINE MAJESTY. THE BOOK HIGHLIGHTS ITS USE IN BOTH SACRED AND SECULAR SETTINGS.

8. WorsHiP THROUGH THE AGES: HYMNS THAT ENDURE

FOCUSING ON HYMNS WITH LASTING INFLUENCE, THIS BOOK INCLUDES “How GREAT THOU ART” AS A CASE STUDY. IT
EXPLORES THE HYMN’S ADAPTABILITY IN VARIOUS MUSICAL STYLES AND ITS PRESENCE IN MODERN WORSHIP SERVICES. THE
AUTHOR ALSO CONSIDERS THE HYMN’S ROLE IN ECUMENICAL AND INTERDENOMINATIONAL CONTEXTS.

9. How GReEAT THoU ART: A HYMN’s JOURNEY THROUGH TIME AND TRADITION

THIS COMPREHENSIVE HISTORY COVERS THE HYMN FROM ITS 19 TH-CENTURY ORIGINS TO ITS 20TH-CENTURY REVIVAL DURING
THE BILLY GRAHAM CRUSADES. |T FEATURES INTERVIEWS, HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS, AND MUSICAL ANALYSIS. READERS WILL
COME AWAY WITH A DEEP UNDERSTANDING OF WHY “How GREAT THOU ART” REMAINS A CHERISHED HYMN TODAY.



Hymn History How Great Thou Art
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hymn history how great thou art: 101 Hymn Stories Kenneth W. Osbeck, 1901 Hymn
singing reflects a congregation's spiritual vitality and their response to God's grace.

hymn history how great thou art: Then Sings My Soul Special Edition Robert J. Morgan,
2010-11-07 Over one million copies sold! Have you ever wanted to learn more about hymns, but
weren’t sure where to start? Bestselling author Robert ]J. Morgan shares the incredible stories
behind the beloved traditional hymns of faith. Each week millions of Christians around the world use
hymns composed by believers from every era and branch of Christianity to join voices in
praise—singing psalms and hymns and making melody in their hearts to praise the Lord. Pastor
Robert Morgan’s goal is to keep these traditional hymns vital and meaningful to all generations.
Then Sings My Soul will help readers reacquaint themselves with 150 beloved hymns of the faithful.
These devotional-style stories show the emotion and drama behind the hymns of faith that have
changed many lives throughout history—from the people whose faith led them to write these
wonderful hymns to the people whose faith was affected by reading, hearing, and singing them. As
we sing a new song to the Lord, let’s not forget the old ones. It’s the sturdy old hymns of the faith
that strengthen and steady us when we are weary and worn. They’re the ones we sing when rising
troubled in the night. Then Sings My Soul contains: Words and music to 150 traditional hymns
Short, devotional-style stories providing context on each hymn Hymn index for easy reference
Perfect for use as a daily devotional, teaching illustration, or for song leaders and music ministers
An instant classic with more than 1.3 million copies sold, Then Sings My Soul is designed to be
personally reflective. These lyrics and stories behind them will speak to your soul, strengthen your
faith, and deepen your understanding of God as you worship Him through song.

hymn history how great thou art: A Dictionary of Hymnology John Julian, 1892

hymn history how great thou art: Liberation, (De)Coloniality, and Liturgical Practices
Becca Whitla, 2020-10-24 Becca Whitla uses liberationist, postcolonial, and decolonial methods to
analyze hymns, congregational singing, and song-leading practices. By way of this analysis, Whitla
shows how congregational singing can embody liberating liturgy and theology. Through a series of
interwoven theoretical lenses and methodological tools—including coloniality, mimicry, epistemic
disobedience, hybridity, border thinking, and ethnomusicology—the author examines and
interrogates a range of factors in the musical sphere. From beloved Victorian hymns to infectious
Latin American coritos; congregational singing to radical union choirs; Christian complicity in
coloniality to Indigenous ways of knowing, the dynamic praxis-based stance of the book is rooted in
the author’s lived experiences and commitments and engages with detailed examples from sacred
music and both liturgical and practical theology. Drawing on what she calls a syncopated liberating
praxis, the author affirms the intercultural promise of communities of faith as a locus theologicus
and a place for the in-breaking of the Holy Spirit.

hymn history how great thou art: How Great Thou Art! Owen F. Cummings, 2024-08-09
Christian thinking about the theology of creation has received new impetus in recent decades. This
is due to, among other things, a more holistic approach to Holy Scripture, fresh insights from the
history of Christian doctrine, the stimulus afforded by contemporary philosophies, and the desire to
praise and thank God the Creator for the gift of creation. This little volume opens up all of those
areas in an informed yet accessible way.

hymn history how great thou art: The Harvard University Hymn Book Harvard University,
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2007 Since 1892, Harvard University, like many distinguished academic institutions, has compiled a
hymnal for use in its own worship services. The fourth edition of The Harvard University Hymn Book
represents the culmination of a ten-year process of revision and re-creation based on the 1964 third
edition. Containing over 370 hymns, over 100 more than its predecessor, the book includes many
that have become a regular part of worship at The Memorial Church in the years since the
publication of the previous edition. In addition to many familiar hymns old and new, the fourth
edition includes selections that were unique to the previous editions, hymns previously unpublished,
and other noteworthy discoveries that have not appeared in print for many years.

hymn history how great thou art: A Dictionary of Hymnology, Setting Forth the Origin
and History of Christian Hymns of All Ages and Nations John Julian, 1907

hymn history how great thou art: How Sweet the Sound David Ware Stowe, 2004 Stowe
traces the evolution of sacred music from colonial times to the present, from the Puritans to Sun Ra,
and shows how these cultural encounters have produced a rich harvest of song and faith.

hymn history how great thou art: A Time for Sorrow Donna Petter, Lindsay Wilson, Rhys
Bezzant, Emmett Price, 2021-10-05 Six scholars trace the role of lamentation in the Old and New
Testaments in A Time for Sorrow: Recovering the Practice of Lament in the Life of the Church,
reflecting on the theological significance of lament, affirming the ongoing relevance of lamentation
in the life of the church, and exploring its biblical roots and application in church practice. In a
church era dominated by positive thinking and slick, upbeat “worship,” even mentioning the word
lamentation is apt to cause a dismissive, disinterested shrug. But Christians still suffer, and this
suffering is left mute when the church fails to integrate biblical lament in contemporary church
practice. A Time for Sorrow looks to address this by recovering the biblical practice of bringing our
pain before God in an honest and faithful manner. In this multiauthor work, learn about the role of
lamentation in the Old and New Testaments, reflect on the theological significance of lament, and
finish with thoughts on lament and pastoral practice today.

hymn history how great thou art: Broken Heart Revealed Janice Theis, 2022-11-03 Let me
take you on a journey through my memories, a journey filled with despair, yet brimming with hope.
I'm one of the children of a cacodemonic (demon-possessed) biological dad. My memoirs are both
gripping and inspirational. They chronicle my life from when I asked Jesus into my heart, at the
tender age of sixteen (after living on the streets for two years), to the birth of all four of my children
and my dad's funeral. My prequel will take the reader deeper into my childhoodfrom my birth to my
sixteenth year of life. I believe these books are important because they shed a much-needed light on
the sensitive subjects of neglect and abuse from a firsthand eyewitness. I hope and pray that they'll
become a valuable resource for others like me and for the people who love them and are trying to
help. For those of you who've also suffered the pain of neglect and abuse, I'd like to say, I'm sorry.
Nobody on earth will ever fully understand your pain. That's God's job! Jesus became a man so that
He could walk in our shoes, and He suffered horribly on the cross, willingly to save us from
ourselves and this world. He can save you, but only if you let Him!

hymn history how great thou art: Keep It Good: Understanding Creation Care through
Parables Lindsay Linsky, 2016-05-25 Keep It Good examines creation from a creative and unique
perspective. A perspective that is not political, not overly scientific, and not judgmental: with
parables. Through stories about a family's struggles and successes, teenage escapades, tragic
mistakes, historical figures, and modern day versions of literary pieces, Keep It Good will open your
eyes to how Christians are missing the mark when it comes to God's creation and provide practical
suggestions for how to get there.After all, how would you want your children treating your
creation?In recent years it has become evident that somewhere down the line Evangelical Christians'
neglected the biblical mandate to be stewards of God's amazing creation. As a result, many
Christians today mistakenly perceive environmentalism as a liberal agenda. Lindsay Linsky's book,
Keep It Good is a creative call exhorting the church to not only embrace creation's care, but to
respond to the extreme poor, those who are the most vulnerable to environmental decline, with
justice and compassion. Tri RobinsonAuthor of Saving God's Green EarthDirector of i-61 Ministries




hymn history how great thou art: The Family Secrets Collection: Before I Saw You / How
Sweet the Sound / Then Sings My Soul / Lead Me Home Amy K. Sorrells, 2021-01-13 Four of
Amy Sorrells’s novels in one e-book! Before I Saw You In a southern Indiana town ravaged by the
heroin epidemic, Jaycee Givens lives with little more than a thread of hope. Jaycee is carrying grief
and an unplanned pregnancy she conceals because she trusts no one, including kind, handsome
Gabe, who is new to town and to the local diner where she works. Jaycee nurses her broken heart
among a collection of unlikely friends, the closest thing to family that she has. Eventually, she can’t
hide her pregnancy—not even from the baby’s abusive father, who is furious when he finds out. The
choices Jaycee must make for the safety of her unborn child threaten to derail any chance she ever
had for hope and redemption. Ultimately, she must decide whether the truest form of love means
hanging on or letting go. How Sweet the Sound Anniston Harlan cares little for high society and the
rigid rules and expectations of her grandmother, Princella. She finds solace working the orchards
alongside her father and grandfather, and relief in the cool waters of Mobile Bay. Anniston’s aunt,
Comfort Harlan, has never lived up to the family name, or so her mother Princella’s scowl implies.
When she gleefully accepts her boyfriend Solly’s proposal, a flood tide of tragedy ensues, stripping
Comfort of her innocence and unleashing generations of family secrets. While Comfort struggles to
recover, Anniston discovers an unlikely new friend from the seedy part of town who helps her try to
make sense of the chaos. Together, they and the whole town of Bay Spring, Alabama discover how
true love is a risk, but one worth taking. Then Sings My Soul When Jakob’s wife dies, he and his
daughter, Nel, must face the realities of his worsening dementia and emerging shadows Nel didn’t
know lay beneath her father’s beloved, curmudgeonly ways. While Nel navigates the restoration and
sale of Jakob’s dilapidated lake house, her high school sweetheart shows up in town, along with
unexpected correspondence from Ukraine. And when she discovers a mysterious gemstone in
Jakob’s old lapidary room, Jakob’s condition worsens as he begins having flashbacks about his baby
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they have both been running from shows that he redeems not only broken years, but also the future.
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