
fresno state football quarterback history
fresno state football quarterback history traces a rich legacy of talented signal-callers
who have shaped the program's identity over the decades. From early pioneers to
contemporary stars, Fresno State's quarterbacks have played pivotal roles in defining the
Bulldogs' competitive spirit and offensive prowess. This article explores the evolution of
Fresno State football quarterback history, highlighting key figures, statistical milestones,
and the impact these athletes have had on both college football and beyond. The journey
through Fresno State's quarterback lineage reveals a blend of resilience, skill, and
leadership that continues to influence the program's success. Readers will gain insights
into notable players, coaching influences, and the broader historical context surrounding
Fresno State's quarterback tradition. The following sections provide a comprehensive
overview of the most significant eras and individuals in Fresno State football quarterback
history.

Early Years and Foundational Quarterbacks

Rise of Prominent Quarterbacks in the 1980s and 1990s

Modern Era Quarterbacks and Recent Standouts

Impact of Fresno State Quarterbacks in Professional Football

Statistical Leaders and Records

Early Years and Foundational Quarterbacks

Beginnings of Fresno State Football Quarterback
Tradition
The Fresno State football quarterback history begins in the early 20th century, during the
program's formative years. Quarterbacks in this era laid the groundwork for offensive
strategies and team leadership despite limited resources and evolving football rules. While
statistical records from this period are sparse, these early players established the
quarterback role as central to Fresno State's offense, setting a precedent for future
generations.

Notable Early Quarterbacks and Contributions
Among the foundational quarterbacks, several individuals stood out for their leadership
and versatility. These quarterbacks often played multiple positions but were primarily
responsible for directing the offense. Their ability to adapt to changing play styles and
competition helped Fresno State gain regional recognition. Their contributions helped



cement the quarterback position as a cornerstone of the Bulldogs' football identity.

Rise of Prominent Quarterbacks in the 1980s and
1990s

The Emergence of Star Quarterbacks
The 1980s and 1990s marked a significant period in Fresno State football quarterback
history, characterized by the emergence of standout players who elevated the program's
national profile. During these decades, Fresno State produced quarterbacks who
combined athleticism with strategic acumen, leading the Bulldogs to conference titles and
bowl game appearances.

Key Quarterbacks of the Era
Several quarterbacks from this period left an indelible mark on Fresno State football,
including individuals who set school records and earned conference honors. Their
performances drew attention from professional scouts and helped the program compete
against higher-profile teams. These quarterbacks were instrumental in modernizing
Fresno State's offensive schemes and increasing the team's competitiveness on the
national stage.

Modern Era Quarterbacks and Recent Standouts

Quarterbacks in the 2000s and Beyond
In recent decades, Fresno State football quarterback history has been defined by players
who showcased exceptional talent within increasingly competitive college football
environments. The modern era quarterbacks have benefited from advanced training,
coaching staff expertise, and evolving offensive systems that emphasize versatility and
passing efficiency.

Notable Recent Quarterbacks
Recent Fresno State quarterbacks have demonstrated impressive statistical achievements
and leadership qualities. These players have contributed to multiple bowl victories and
conference championships, enhancing the Bulldogs' reputation. Their success has also
helped sustain strong recruiting classes and maintain Fresno State's status as a
formidable program within the Mountain West Conference.



Impact of Fresno State Quarterbacks in
Professional Football

Transition from College to the NFL and Other Leagues
Fresno State football quarterback history extends beyond college, with several
quarterbacks making successful transitions to the National Football League (NFL) and
other professional leagues. These athletes have leveraged their collegiate experience to
compete at the highest levels of football, further highlighting the quality of Fresno State's
quarterback development.

Noteworthy Professional Achievements
Some Fresno State quarterbacks have achieved significant milestones in professional
football, including starting roles, playoff appearances, and leadership positions on their
teams. Their professional success reflects the strong foundation built during their time at
Fresno State and serves as an inspiration for future Bulldogs quarterbacks aiming to reach
the pro ranks.

Statistical Leaders and Records

Top Career Passing Performers
The history of Fresno State football quarterbacks is rich with impressive statistical
accomplishments. Several quarterbacks have set records for passing yards, touchdowns,
completion percentages, and total offense. These records underscore the evolution of the
passing game at Fresno State and highlight the quarterbacks' vital contributions to the
team's offensive output.

Notable Records and Milestones

Most career passing yards

Highest single-season touchdown passes

Completion percentage records

Longest passing plays in school history

Consecutive games with touchdown passes

These statistical benchmarks provide a tangible measure of the excellence displayed by
Fresno State quarterbacks throughout the program's history.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first starting quarterback for Fresno State
football?
The first recorded starting quarterback for Fresno State football dates back to the early
1920s, with players like Dudley DeGroot serving in the position during the program's early
years.

Which Fresno State quarterback holds the record for
most passing yards in a single season?
Derek Carr holds the Fresno State record for most passing yards in a single season,
throwing for 4,866 yards in 2013.

Has Fresno State produced any NFL quarterbacks?
Yes, Fresno State has produced several NFL quarterbacks, most notably Derek Carr, who
has had a successful career with the Las Vegas Raiders.

Who was Fresno State's starting quarterback during
their 1992 undefeated season?
During the 1992 undefeated season, Trent Dilfer was the starting quarterback for Fresno
State.

How has Fresno State's quarterback position evolved
over the decades?
Fresno State's quarterback position has evolved from run-heavy, option-style quarterbacks
in the early years to pass-oriented, pro-style quarterbacks like Derek Carr, reflecting
broader changes in college football offenses.

Which Fresno State quarterbacks have won conference
awards?
Quarterbacks such as Derek Carr and Jeff Tedford have earned Mountain West
Conference Offensive Player of the Year honors during their time at Fresno State.

Who was the Fresno State starting quarterback in the
recent 2023 season?
The starting quarterback for Fresno State in the 2023 season was Jake Haener, known for
his strong arm and leadership on the field.



Additional Resources
1. Fresno State Football: The Quarterback Legacy
This book explores the rich history of Fresno State's football program through the lens of
its most influential quarterbacks. It covers standout players from the early days to the
modern era, detailing their impact on the team's success. Interviews, game highlights, and
personal anecdotes provide a comprehensive look at the athletes who shaped the Bulldogs'
legacy.

2. Bulldog Signal Callers: Fresno State's Quarterbacks in Focus
A detailed examination of Fresno State's quarterbacks, this book delves into their careers,
challenges, and triumphs. It highlights the evolution of the quarterback position within the
program and how these players adapted to different coaching styles and offensive
schemes. Fans will appreciate the statistical breakdowns and behind-the-scenes stories.

3. From the Pocket to Glory: Fresno State QBs Who Made History
This volume celebrates the quarterbacks who led Fresno State to memorable victories and
bowl games. Through game recaps, player profiles, and expert analysis, readers gain
insight into what made these athletes special. The book also discusses how their college
success translated into professional opportunities.

4. Fresno State Gridiron Heroes: The Quarterbacks' Journey
Focusing on the personal and athletic development of Fresno State quarterbacks, this
book shares inspiring stories of perseverance and leadership. It highlights key seasons,
coaching influences, and pivotal moments that defined their careers. The narrative also
touches on how these players contributed to the community and the university.

5. Quarterback Chronicles: Fresno State Football’s Finest
An in-depth historical account, this book traces the lineage of Fresno State quarterbacks
from the program's inception to recent seasons. It features profiles of record-setting
players and those who overcame adversity to succeed. The author combines archival
research with interviews to present a vivid portrait of the Bulldogs' signal callers.

6. Fresno State Passing Masters: A Quarterback Retrospective
Highlighting the offensive strategies and passing game innovations at Fresno State, this
book centers on the quarterbacks who executed them. It covers tactical shifts, coaching
influences, and the quarterbacks’ roles in shaping the team’s identity. Readers interested
in football strategy will find this retrospective particularly insightful.

7. Bulldogs Under Center: The Fresno State Quarterback Experience
This book offers a personal look at life as a Fresno State quarterback, featuring first-
person accounts and interviews. It explores the mental and physical demands of the
position and the camaraderie within the team. The stories reveal the pressures and joys of
leading the Bulldogs on the field.

8. Fresno State QB Legends: Triumphs and Trials
Documenting both the highs and lows of Fresno State’s quarterback history, this book
portrays the resilience of the program’s leaders. It includes tales of overcoming injuries,
tough losses, and fierce competition. The blend of success stories and challenges provides
a balanced perspective on the quarterback legacy.



9. The Bulldog Playbook: Fresno State's Quarterbacks and Their Impact
This book analyzes how Fresno State quarterbacks influenced the team’s playbook and
offensive philosophy over the years. It features detailed breakdowns of memorable plays
and seasons, showing how quarterback leadership steered the Bulldogs through various
eras. Coaches and players contribute insights, making it a valuable resource for fans and
scholars alike.
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  fresno state football quarterback history: The 50 Greatest Players in New England
Patriots Football History Robert W. Cohen, 2015-11-15 Perhaps even more than the Boston Red
Sox, the New England Patriots are the team of the entire northeast from Rhode Island to Canada.
Here, sports historian Robert W. Cohen ranks the 50 best players to ever take the field for the
Patriots. Who can forget Wes Welker, Troy Brown, Jim Nance, Ted Bruschi, and Tom Brady. They're
all here in this fascinating collection of bios, stats, quotes from opposing players and former
teammates, photographs, and recaps of memorable performances and seasons. This book is a
must-read not only for Patriots fans, but for all fans of professional football.
  fresno state football quarterback history: The USC Trojans Football Encyclopedia Richard J.
Shmelter, 2014-05-07 For more than 120 years, the University of Southern California Trojans have
maintained a tradition of football excellence that has placed the team among the perennial elite in
the collegiate ranks. Eleven national championships, 38 conference titles, 150 All-Americans, and
seven Heisman Trophy winners all stand as testaments to the greatness of the Cardinal and Gold.
This definitive reference chronicles the history of USC football from its first-ever game on November
14, 1888--a 16-0 victory over the Alliance Athletic Club--through 2012. Synopses of each season
include game-by-game summaries, final records, ultimate poll rankings, and team leaders in major
statistical categories. Biographies of head coaches and all-time USC greats, a roster of every player
to don a Trojan uniform, a look at USC football traditions, and a catalog of honors received by both
players and coaches through the years complete this essential encyclopedia for the Trojan faithful.
  fresno state football quarterback history: The QB Bruce Feldman, 2015-11-03 With
unparalleled access to the recruits, coaches, and gurus shaping football’s future, Bruce Feldman has
written a modern-day tale about the making of the next superstars in the game’s most important
position: the quarterback. In the world of modern football, with NFL teams worth more than a billion
dollars, no position defines a franchise like the quarterback. The QB is the story of a year in the
making of those star players, and of the most significant year in QB development in sport’s history…
with the meteoric rise of various quarterback gurus finally coming to light. George Whitfield,
profiled in the New Yorker and called the “Quarterback Whisperer,” gets a regular spot on ESPN’s
College GameDay, Trent Dilfer, former Super Bowl quarterback, starts his own qb business, Steve
Clarkson, another qb maker, gets profiled on 60 minutes, among many others. It is also the year
5’10” Russell Wilson wins the Super Bowl and for the first time in over 60 years a sub-6-foot QB,
Johnny Manziel, gets drafted in the first round, forcing NFL power brokers to re-examine how they
look at the position—and the game. To tell the story of all that goes on to create the perfect
quarterback, bestselling author Bruce Feldman gained unique access to Johnny Football (that's
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Johnny Manziel), George Whitfield and many other players in what has become a specialized and
high-stakes business. In the past decade the boom of the private quarterback-coach business, with
its pageant-world-for-boys vibe, has changed the position and the game. The QB tells the story of the
interlocking paths of the most fascinating characters involved in this secretive world, examining how
advanced analysis has taken root in football. Manziel’s portrait is the most intimate look at him yet,
detailing all his talents and antics. His guru is a man who has come to be known for making
QBs--George Whitfield, unparalleled in the business. And then there is Trent Dilfer, the quarterback
who never could get to the superstar level, despite winning the Super Bowl. He is the Salieri to
Manziel's Mozart. There is the computer/brain analysis company trying to quantify how playmakers
think, the biomechanics expert who saved Drew Brees’s career, and many more fascinating
behind-the-scenes looks into this world. Never before has the game so relied on the development of
the quarterback. In The QB, the stories of these men illustrate how high the stakes of the
quarterback’s game really are, taking readers on a compelling journey into the heart of America's
beloved game.
  fresno state football quarterback history: Uneasy Lies the Head That Wears the
Sombrero Clint Crockett, 2013-07-25 Jos Valdez IV is your average collegiate sports fan. That is
assuming the average collegiate sports fan has been married three times, loves tequila and Salma
Hayek, and is a Mexican Presbyterian. Uneasy Lies the Head That Wears the Sombrero features Joss
unique take on Ole Miss athletics, its opponents within the Southeastern Conference and polite
society in general. Nothing is sacred within these thoughts and chances are youve never read
anything like what youll find here. Youll experience the highs and lows in Rebel sports from
2009-2013 just as Jos did, with no holds barred. Keep the tequila handy.
  fresno state football quarterback history: The USA TODAY College Football
Encyclopedia 2009-2010 Bob Boyles, Paul Guido, 2009-08 The most comprehensive resource on
college football ever published.
  fresno state football quarterback history: The Rise of Washington State University Football
Ben Donahue, 2023-08-28 The rise of the crimson and gray. In 1987, Dennis Erickson arrived in
Pullman, Washington to take over the struggling Washington State University football program.
Under his leadership, the Cougars ended 1988 with a 9-3 record and a victory in the Aloha Bowl. In
just two years, the team had transformed, and Erickson's lifelong friend, Mike Price, took over in
1989 to build on that legacy. By the end of Price's tenure, WSU had appeared in five bowl games
including two Rose Bowls, eclipsing the four bowl games in the entire program's history. The
coaches also produced a number of high-profile NFL quarterbacks, including Drew Bledsoe and
Ryan Leaf. Join author Ben Donahue as he explores how the Washington State University Cougars
went from doormats to perpetual contenders.
  fresno state football quarterback history: A History of College Football in Georgia Jon
Nelson, 2012-08-07 When teams meet on football fields across Georgia, it's more than a game--it's a
battle for bragging rights and dominance in a state that prizes football above all other sports. Join
seasoned Georgia sports journalist Jon Nelson as he tracks the history of college football statewide.
Whether it's Georgia Southern's glory days with legendary coach Erk Russell, the bitter rivalry
between Georgia Tech and the University of Georgia, the Mercer College team's historic beginnings
or Shorter University's up-and-coming program, every team in Georgia makes the cut in this
hard-hitting history. Enhanced by an appendix with each school's records, championship statistics
and coaching accomplishments, this is a book no Peach State football fan can do without.
  fresno state football quarterback history: The Official Ohio State Football Encyclopedia Jack
Park, 2003-06 The Official Ohio State Football Encyclopedia is the definitive description of one of the
most treasured and legendary traditions in American athletics. Chic Harley, Wes Fesler, Vic
Janowicz, Jack Tatum, Rex Kern, Randy Gradishar, Archie Griffin, Woody Hayes, Earle Bruce, Chris
Spielman, Eddie George, Craig Krenzel, Mike Doss, Jim Houston, Maurice Clarett and many more
symbolize the spirit, dedication and excellence of this proud heritage. Radio commentator Jack Park
has captured the essence of this unique custom, including inside descriptions of unsung players and



colorful individuals who have played fascinating roles in the creation of this legendary tradition.
Relive Ohio State's 2002 Championship Season and the double overtime Fiesta Bowl triumph over
top-ranked Miami. Discover how coaches Paul Brown and Woody Hayes were selected to direct the
Buckeye football program. Relive the '35 thriller against Notre Dame, the incredible Snow Bowl, the
improbable Fifth Quarter game, the Woody-and-Bo 10-year War, and the Buckeyes' exceptional win
over Purdue in 1968. Flash back with Bill Willis and Jim Parker, members of the College and
Professional Football Halls of Fame.
  fresno state football quarterback history: High School Football in California Mark Tennis,
2018-08-07 From the best players to the best coaches and some of the most legendary schools and
teams in US history, California high school football has it all. High School Football in California
takes an inside look at the state's greatness in the sport, from the best players when they were in
high school to those who've gone on to be stars as collegiate players or pros. It's about
record-setters, trend-setters, and some of the most inspirational families and people you'll ever
meet. Some of the players and coaches featured include Tom Brady, Aaron Rodgers, Bob Ladouceur,
Tom Flores, Trent Dilfer, and many more! Extending from the first published report of a game from
1873 to the present, this book presents high school football in a manner never done before. One of
the many stories featured recounts how the late Charlie Wedemeyer, former coach at Los Gatos
High who suffered from ALS, called plays by having his wife read his lips and then give the plays to
assistant coach Butch Cattolico. Cal-Hi Sports editor Mark Tennis mixes amazing anecdotes and
interviews with the many who've experienced California high school football from every imaginable
angle.
  fresno state football quarterback history: Miracle Moments in USC Trojans Football History
Dan Weber, 2018-09-18 The USC Trojans football program has been one of the winningest and most
recognizable college football teams to ever play the sport. There have been numerous moments in
the history of the Trojans that have proven miraculous, from recruiting day to the gridiron and from
the regular season to bowl games. In Miracle Moments in USC Trojans Football History, Dan Weber
details the team’s greatest achievements, from their first BCS national championship victory of many
in 1928 over the favored Stanford team, to its notable rivalries with Notre Dame and crosstown
enemy UCLA, USC’s role in breaking the color barrier in college football, its legendary 1972
championship team, the famous O.J. Simpson 64-yard game-winning run over the top-ranked UCLA
Bruins, the arrival of head coach Pete Carroll, the famous Bush Push, Jake Olson’s historic snap in
2017, and much more. In doing so, Weber highlights the key players and coaches and reveals the
high level of excitement that comes with being a USC Trojans fan. Complete with full-color photos,
this book makes the perfect gift for young and old fans of the USC Trojans football team alike!
  fresno state football quarterback history: Blue Ribbon Football Yearbook Chris Dortch, 2005
  fresno state football quarterback history: The USA TODAY College Football Encyclopedia
2008-2009 Bob Boyles, Paul Guido, 2008-08-04 The result of 15 years of exhaustive research, this
work is the definitive statistical and factual reference for everything related to college football in the
past 50 years.
  fresno state football quarterback history: Best of Sports Illustrated 2001-2002 Season
Sports Illustrated, 2002
  fresno state football quarterback history: The Raiders Encyclopedia Richard J. Shmelter,
2014-01-10 This is the definitive reference work on the NFL's Oakland/Los Angeles Raiders. Part I is
a season-by-season review, covering each game and player from every campaign. Part II includes a
complete all-time roster of players and coaches, with biographical information, along with
information on all draft picks, schedules, and individual awards and honors. Part III covers the
characters, from executives to cheerleaders, who made the Raiders one of the most colorful
organizations in professional sports, and details the franchise's historic stadiums and uniforms.
  fresno state football quarterback history: Airman , 2001-02
  fresno state football quarterback history: The Scrapbook History of Pro Football Richard
M. Cohen, 1976



  fresno state football quarterback history: Longhorn Football Bobby Hawthorne, 2007-09-01
An authoritative history of the nation's fourth-winningest college football program is lavishly
illustrated with two hundred photographs of the legendary players and coaches, historic games, and
unique traditions of the Texas Longhorns from the University of Texas at Austin.
  fresno state football quarterback history: Maroon & Gold Bob Eger, 2001-09-01 In Maroon
& Gold: A History of Sun Devil Athletics, veteran sportswriter Bob Eger recounts not only the most
celebrated moments but many little-known items from the university's colorful sports history. From
turn-of-the-century football legend Charlie Haigler to the electrifying Whizzer White to latterday star
Jake Plummer, the rich football lineage is well documented. But this is much more than a football
book. Who could forget coach Ned Wulk's great basketball teams of the early 1960s or the five
national basketball titles? It's a little-known fact that women were participating in an early form of
aerobics on campus as early as 1891 and playing basketball in 1898, though the school didn't begin
attracting national attention for women's athletics until golfer JoAnne Gunderson and diver Patsy
Willard began to dominate their sports in the late 1950s and early 1960s. Maroon & Gold: A History
of Sun Devil Athletics is must reading for any true Sun Devil fan from any generation.
  fresno state football quarterback history: Notre Dame vs. USC Don Lechman, 2012-10-30
Few sporting rituals court the national interest in the same way as the annual Notre
Dame-University of Southern California football game. In more than eighty grudge matches dating
from the era of Knute Rockne and Howard Jones, the Trojans ruined potential Irish national titles in
1931, 1938, 1964, 1970, 1971 and 1980. The Fighting Irish obliterated USC national title hopes with
season-ending victories in 1947 and 1952 and handed the Trojans their first losses of 1927, 1973 and
1995. The Irish bounced USC from No. 1 in 1968 with a legendary 21-21 tie and ensured their own
1988 national championship with a 27-19 victory. Join author Don Lechman as he recounts the
exploits of Johnny Lujack, Anthony Davis and hundreds of others in the gloried battles of Notre
Dame vs. USC.
  fresno state football quarterback history: Football in Long Beach Mike Guardabascio,
2012-08-14 The roots of football run deep in Long Beach, where Long Beach Polytechnic High
School has produced more players who have played in the National Football League than any other
high school in the United States. Poly's storied program has fed the NFL a wide variety of top
players, including such receivers as Johnny Morris, Gene Washington, Tony Hill, Stephone Paige,
Marcedes Lewis and DeSean Jackson. This authoritative citywide pigskin history by Mike
Guardabascio includes the football sagas of other area high schools, as well as the legacies of Long
Beach State and Long Beach City College, which have enjoyed their own brands of national
recognition.
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