
fresno state psychology degree

fresno state psychology degree is a valuable academic pursuit for students interested in understanding
human behavior, mental processes, and psychological research. Fresno State offers a comprehensive
psychology program designed to equip students with foundational knowledge and practical skills in various
psychology disciplines. This degree prepares graduates for diverse career paths, including clinical
psychology, counseling, research, and human services. With a curriculum that emphasizes both theoretical
knowledge and hands-on experience, the Fresno State psychology degree fosters critical thinking, ethical
practice, and scientific inquiry. Students benefit from experienced faculty, research opportunities, and
access to resources that enhance their academic journey. This article explores the key aspects of the Fresno
State psychology degree, including program details, curriculum, career prospects, and admission
requirements, providing a thorough overview for prospective students and professionals alike.
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Overview of Fresno State Psychology Degree
The Fresno State psychology degree offers a Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) or Bachelor of Science (B.S.) in
Psychology, designed to provide students with a solid foundation in psychological theories, research
methods, and applications. The program emphasizes a scientific approach to understanding behavior and
mental processes, integrating diverse psychological perspectives. The department is committed to
preparing students for graduate studies or immediate employment in psychology-related fields.
Additionally, the program supports the development of critical thinking, communication, and analytical
skills vital for success in psychology and allied disciplines.



Program Objectives
The primary objectives of the Fresno State psychology degree include fostering a comprehensive
understanding of psychological principles, promoting ethical standards in psychological practice, and
encouraging research competence. Students learn to apply psychological concepts to real-world problems
and develop skills necessary for effective interpersonal interaction and professional development.

Degree Options and Duration
Students can pursue either a B.A. or B.S. in Psychology, with the B.S. option typically requiring more
coursework in statistics and science. The degree generally requires four years of full-time study,
encompassing general education, major coursework, and elective classes. Flexibility in scheduling and
course selection allows students to tailor their education according to their career goals and interests.

Curriculum and Coursework
The curriculum of the Fresno State psychology degree is thoughtfully structured to cover fundamental
areas of psychology while allowing elective specialization. Core courses provide knowledge in biological,
cognitive, developmental, social, and abnormal psychology. Advanced classes emphasize research methods
and data analysis, ensuring students gain methodological proficiency.

Core Courses
Essential courses in the program include:

Introduction to Psychology

Research Methods in Psychology

Statistics for Behavioral Sciences

Biopsychology

Cognitive Psychology

Developmental Psychology

Social Psychology

Abnormal Psychology



Electives and Specializations
Students may choose electives based on their interests, such as:

Forensic Psychology

Health Psychology

Industrial-Organizational Psychology

Child and Adolescent Psychology

Psychological Assessment and Testing

Career Opportunities with a Fresno State Psychology Degree
A Fresno State psychology degree opens the door to numerous career paths in mental health, education,
business, and research. Graduates are equipped to work in various settings including schools, healthcare
facilities, social service agencies, and corporate environments. The degree also serves as a strong foundation
for graduate studies in psychology, counseling, social work, or related fields.

Potential Career Paths
Graduates with a Fresno State psychology degree often pursue careers such as:

Behavioral Health Technician

Case Manager

Human Resources Specialist

Rehabilitation Specialist

Research Assistant

Substance Abuse Counselor (with additional certification)



Graduate Student in Clinical or Counseling Psychology

Job Market and Salary Expectations
The demand for psychology professionals continues to grow in various sectors. Entry-level positions
typically offer competitive salaries, with potential for advancement as experience and education increase.
Pursuing advanced degrees enhances job prospects and earning potential significantly.

Admission Requirements and Application Process
Admission to the Fresno State psychology degree program requires meeting university-wide criteria as
well as specific departmental prerequisites. Prospective students must demonstrate academic readiness and
a genuine interest in psychology.

General University Admission Criteria
Applicants must have completed high school or equivalent education and meet minimum GPA
requirements. Submission of standardized test scores such as the SAT or ACT may be required depending
on the applicant’s background. Fresno State values a holistic review process considering academic
achievements and extracurricular involvement.

Departmental Requirements
For the psychology major, students typically need to complete introductory psychology courses with
satisfactory grades before advancing to upper-division coursework. Maintaining a minimum GPA within
the major is necessary for continued enrollment and graduation eligibility.

Research and Internship Opportunities
The Fresno State psychology degree encourages active participation in research and practical experiences to
enhance learning and career readiness. Students have access to faculty-led research projects and
community-based internships that provide valuable hands-on training.



Research Programs
Undergraduate students can engage in research studies across various psychology topics, gaining experience
in experimental design, data collection, and analysis. Opportunities to present findings at conferences or
participate in publications are available.

Internship and Practicum Options
The program facilitates internships in clinical, educational, and organizational settings. These experiences
help students develop professional skills, expand their network, and apply theoretical knowledge in real-
world contexts.

Faculty and Learning Environment
The Fresno State psychology degree benefits from a dedicated faculty team comprising experienced
educators and active researchers. Professors emphasize student engagement, mentorship, and the
integration of contemporary psychological science into the curriculum.

Faculty Expertise
Faculty members specialize in diverse areas including cognitive neuroscience, developmental psychology,
social behavior, and clinical practice. Their expertise supports a rich academic environment that fosters
student growth and innovation.

Student Support and Resources
The psychology department offers advising, tutoring, and career counseling services to support student
success. Access to modern laboratories, research facilities, and collaborative learning spaces enhances the
educational experience for all psychology majors.

Frequently Asked Questions

What types of psychology degrees does Fresno State offer?
Fresno State offers a Bachelor of Arts (BA) and a Bachelor of Science (BS) in Psychology, providing students
with foundational knowledge and research skills in various psychology subfields.



Is the psychology program at Fresno State accredited?
Yes, Fresno State's psychology program is accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges
(WASC), ensuring it meets high academic standards.

What career opportunities are available for Fresno State psychology
graduates?
Graduates can pursue careers in counseling, social services, human resources, research, education, and can
also continue their studies in graduate programs for clinical or counseling psychology.

Does Fresno State offer any research opportunities for psychology
students?
Yes, Fresno State encourages psychology students to participate in faculty-led research projects, internships,
and offers access to research labs to gain hands-on experience.

Can I specialize in a particular area of psychology at Fresno State?
While Fresno State offers a general psychology degree, students can focus on areas such as clinical
psychology, developmental psychology, cognitive psychology, and social psychology through electives and
research.

What are the admission requirements for the psychology degree at
Fresno State?
Applicants need to meet Fresno State's general admission criteria, which include a high school diploma or
equivalent, minimum GPA requirements, and completion of prerequisite courses.

Are there internship or practicum options in Fresno State's psychology
program?
Yes, the program offers internship and practicum opportunities that allow students to gain practical
experience in real-world psychology settings.

How long does it typically take to complete a psychology degree at
Fresno State?
It typically takes four years of full-time study to complete a bachelor's degree in psychology at Fresno State.



Does Fresno State provide support for psychology students aiming for
graduate school?
Yes, Fresno State offers advising, preparation workshops, and resources to help psychology students plan
for and apply to graduate programs.

What is the average class size for psychology courses at Fresno State?
Psychology classes at Fresno State typically have small to medium class sizes, fostering interactive learning
and close faculty-student engagement.

Additional Resources
1. Introduction to Psychology: Concepts and Applications
This comprehensive textbook covers fundamental psychological concepts and their real-world applications.
It is ideal for Fresno State psychology students beginning their academic journey. The book combines
theory with practical examples, helping readers understand how psychology influences everyday
behavior.

2. Research Methods in Psychology
A crucial resource for students pursuing a psychology degree, this book delves into various research
methodologies used in psychological studies. It explains experimental design, data collection, and statistical
analysis in an accessible manner. Fresno State students will find this guide invaluable for designing and
conducting their own research projects.

3. Biopsychology: An Introduction to Behavioral Neuroscience
This text explores the biological foundations of behavior, linking brain function with psychological
processes. It provides detailed insights into neuroanatomy, neurophysiology, and the impact of genetics on
behavior. Fresno State psychology majors will benefit from its clear explanations of complex
biopsychological concepts.

4. Social Psychology: Understanding Human Interaction
Focusing on how individuals think about, influence, and relate to one another, this book is essential for
understanding social behavior. It covers topics such as group dynamics, social perception, and attitudes.
Fresno State students studying social psychology will appreciate the blend of theory and contemporary
research findings.

5. Abnormal Psychology: Understanding Mental Disorders
This text offers an in-depth look at various psychological disorders, their symptoms, diagnosis, and
treatment options. It presents case studies and current research to help students grasp the complexity of
mental health issues. Ideal for Fresno State psychology majors interested in clinical psychology or
counseling.



6. Cognitive Psychology: Mind and Brain
A detailed exploration of cognitive processes including memory, perception, problem-solving, and
language. The book integrates experimental findings with theoretical models to provide a comprehensive
understanding. Fresno State students will find it a valuable resource for courses on cognition and brain
function.

7. Developmental Psychology: Lifespan Perspectives
This book examines psychological growth and change from infancy through old age. It highlights physical,
cognitive, and socioemotional development across the lifespan. Fresno State psychology students can use this
resource to understand developmental milestones and their impact on behavior.

8. Psychology and Diversity: Understanding Human Differences
Exploring the role of culture, ethnicity, gender, and socioeconomic status in psychological processes, this
book promotes awareness and sensitivity. It encourages Fresno State students to consider diversity in
research and practice. The text is essential for those interested in multicultural psychology.

9. Clinical Psychology: Science, Practice, and Ethics
This comprehensive guide covers the principles and practices of clinical psychology, including assessment,
intervention, and ethical considerations. Fresno State students aiming for careers in clinical settings will
find practical advice and theoretical frameworks. The book also emphasizes evidence-based treatments and
professional responsibility.
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spark Into such a flame That it will lift his soul up To the source from which it came. Written by
Thelma Gaw
  fresno state psychology degree: Mathematical Models of Perception and Cognition
Volume I Joseph W. Houpt, Leslie M. Blaha, 2016-05-20 In this two volume festschrift, contributors
explore the theoretical developments (Volume I) and applications (Volume II) in traditional cognitive
psychology domains, and model other areas of human performance that benefit from rigorous
mathematical approaches. It brings together former classmates, students and colleagues of Dr.
James T. Townsend, a pioneering researcher in the field since the early 1960s, to provide a current
overview of mathematical modeling in psychology. Townsend’s research critically emphasized a need
for rigor in the practice of cognitive modeling, and for providing mathematical definition and
structure to ill-defined psychological topics. The research captured demonstrates how the interplay
of theory and application, bridged by rigorous mathematics, can move cognitive modeling forward.
  fresno state psychology degree: Mobilization and Health Manpower United States. Office of
Defense Mobilization, 1956
  fresno state psychology degree: Entering the Picture Jill Fields, 2012-02-27 In 1970, Judy
Chicago and fifteen students founded the groundbreaking Feminist Art Program (FAP) at Fresno
State. Drawing upon the consciousness-raising techniques of the women's liberation movement, they
created shocking new art forms depicting female experiences. Collaborative work and performance
art – including the famous Cunt Cheerleaders – were program hallmarks. Moving to Los Angeles, the
FAP produced the first major feminist art installation, Womanhouse (1972). Augmented by
thirty-seven illustrations and color plates, this interdisciplinary collection of essays by artists and
scholars, many of whom were eye witnesses to landmark events, relates how feminists produced
vibrant bodies of art in Fresno and other locales where similar collaborations flourished. Articles on
topics such as African American artists in New York and Los Angeles, San Francisco’s Las Mujeres
Muralistas and Asian American Women Artists Association, and exhibitions in Taiwan and Italy
showcase the artistic trajectories that destabilized traditional theories and practices and reshaped
the art world. An engaging editor’s introduction explains how feminist art emerged within the
powerful women’s movement that transformed America. Entering the Picture is an exciting
collection about the provocative contributions of feminists to American art.
  fresno state psychology degree: Educational Psychology Barry J. Zimmerman, Dale H.
Schunk, 2014-08-13 Educational Psychology: A Century of Contributions--the first comprehensive
book-length treatment of this topic--looks at the historic contributions of 16 leading psychologists, as
well as others, who influenced the field of educational psychology from its philosophical moorings in
the late 19th century to its current scientific status at the dawn of the 21st. It presents information
regarding these individuals' ideas and scientific discoveries, along with a sense of the historical
context in which they lived. The book is divided into three sections that correspond to three eras in
the history of the discipline: *the founding period (1880s to 1920); *the rise to prominence period
(1920 to1960); and *the modern period (1960 to the present). Each section begins with an overview
chapter describing the period in terms of key social, political, and historical events affecting
educational theory, research, and practice. In addition, the overview chapters discuss major
theoretical, methodological, and instructional contributions of the period and how they changed the
course of educational psychology. The biographical chapters describe the scholar's major
contribution in terms of theory, research, and practice and his or her legacy and impact. These
descriptions portray these individuals as real human beings responding to historical events and
social influences of their time in personal and collective ways that changed the nature and direction
of the field. Educational Psychology: A Century of Contributions is a cohesive collection appropriate
for graduate and advanced undergraduate students in educational psychology.
  fresno state psychology degree: Education Programs United States. Veterans
Administration. Department of Medicine and Surgery, 1973
  fresno state psychology degree: Mobilization and Health Manpower United States. Office of
Defense Mobilization. Health Resources Advisory Committee, 1955



  fresno state psychology degree: Preparation Programs and Course Offerings in School
and College Personnel Work 1959-60 United States. Office of Education, 1959
  fresno state psychology degree: Examining and Exploring the Shifting Nature of
Occupational Stress and Well-Being Peter D. Harms, Pamela L. Perrewé, Chu-Hsiang (Daisy)
Chang, 2021-09-06 This volume explores and enhances our understanding of how stress and
well-being at work can change over time.
  fresno state psychology degree: Cultural Competence in Health Education and Health
Promotion Miguel A. Pérez, Raffy R. Luquis, 2013-12-17 Cultural Competence in Health Education
and Health Promotion, 2nd edition, examines the importance of ethnic and cultural factors for
community health practice. Edited and written by a stellar list of contributors who are experts in
field, this book describes essential theories, models, and practices for working with race, ethnicity,
gender, and social issues. The authors cover a wide range of topics including demographics,
disparities, complementary and alternative medicine, spiritually grounded approaches, multicultural
populations, culturally competent needs assessment and planning, communication, workforce,
program planning, aging, sexual orientation, and future challenges. This edition has substantially
expanded coverage on working with diverse groups, social determinants of health, spirituality,
theoretical models for multicultural populations, planning and program evaluation, and aging, with
new content includes coverage of disability and health literacy. This edition also reflects the latest
standards for Certified Health Education Specialist certification and national standards on Culturally
and Linguistically Appropriate Services (CLAS), from Department of Health and Human Services,
Office of Minority Health
  fresno state psychology degree: Teaching Research Methods in the Social Sciences Mark
Garner, Claire Wagner, Barbara Kawulich, 2016-04-01 How can excellence in the teaching of
research methods be encouraged and ensured? This question has become increasingly important
following the adoption of research methodology as a core part of many postgraduate and
undergraduate courses. There has, however, been little discussion about the aims and methods of
teaching the subject. In this volume; a number of authors from a variety of countries and disciplines
employ their knowledge and experience towards the development of a 'pedagogical culture' in
research methods. Their aim is to establish the extent of common concerns and challenges and to
demonstrate ways in which these are being met. Intended to provide both a stimulus and source
materials for the development of a more substantial and systematic literature in the field, the book
will be of great interest to all those teaching research methods courses within social science
disciplines.
  fresno state psychology degree: Register of the University of California University of
California, Berkeley, 1934
  fresno state psychology degree: American Universities and Colleges James J. Murray,
2021-06-21 No detailed description available for American Universities and Colleges.
  fresno state psychology degree: Students Enrolled for Advanced Degrees National Center for
Education Statistics, National Center for Educational Statistics, 1974 Based on the Office of
Education's Annual survey of enrollment for advanced degrees.
  fresno state psychology degree: Students Enrolled for Advanced Degrees, Fall 1971
National Center for Educational Statistics, 1974
  fresno state psychology degree: The College Blue Book Huber William Hurt, Harriett-Jeanne
Hurt, 1972
  fresno state psychology degree: The Liberal Arts Tradition Bruce A. Kimball, 2010-05-13
Ranging from Plato in antiquity to Martha Nussbaum in the present era, the authors of the seventy
readings included in The Liberal Arts Tradition present significant and exemplary views addressing
liberal arts education over the course of its history, particularly in the United States. Most of the
documents are newly translated or no longer available in print. Arranged chronologically, each
selection is accompanied by an informative introduction and extensive explanatory notes discussing
its place within the liberal arts tradition. Based upon the author's twenty-five years of experience



leading seminars concerning the history of liberal education, this collection presents a uniquely
comprehensive and salient set of documents, while incorporating the neglected portrayal and
discussion of women within the history of the liberal arts.
  fresno state psychology degree: Indigenous Activism Donna L. Akers, Cliff Trafzer, Amanda
Wixon, 2021-07-07 Indigenous Activism profiles eighteen American Indian women of the twentieth
century who distinguished themselves through their political activism. Authors analyze the colorful
careers of selected Indigenous women of North America during the last century, including Ramona
Bennet, Mary Crow Dog, Ada Deer, LaDonna Harris, Wilma Mankiller, Alyce Spotted Bear, Irene
Toledo, Marie Potts, Gertrude Simmons Bonnin, Harriette Shelton Dover, Lucy Covington, Dolly
Smith Cusker Akers, Leslie Marmon Silko, Bea Medicine, and Elizabeth Cook-Lynn.
  fresno state psychology degree: Making Your Own Reality James P. Meade, Jr., PhD,
2018-12-31 Making Your Own Reality is a collection of the experiences that guided James Meade, Jr.
from being an animal-like survivor of a massive brain injury to being a Ph.D in Psychology and an
internationally-known speaker who has shared with audiences around the United States and the
world. Dr. Meade has worked with brain-injured individuals and their families around the world and
has seen people create miracles that even other professionals thought could never happen. Dr.
Meade does not cure people but has watched people make their own miracles. Much of what he
writes describes what he has experienced and seen changed his own life and the lives of others.
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