
free online textbook sites

free online textbook sites have revolutionized the way students, educators,
and lifelong learners access educational materials. In an era where digital
resources dominate, these platforms provide an invaluable opportunity to
obtain textbooks without the financial burden associated with traditional
print versions. This article explores the best free online textbook sites,
highlighting their features, subject coverage, and accessibility. It also
discusses the legal and ethical considerations, the benefits of using digital
textbooks, and tips on maximizing their utility for academic success. Whether
you are a high school student, college attendee, or a self-directed learner,
understanding these resources will enhance your educational journey.
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Top Free Online Textbook Sites

There are numerous free online textbook sites available that offer
comprehensive and reliable educational content. These platforms cater to a
wide range of subjects and educational levels, ensuring learners can find
appropriate textbooks for their needs. Many of these sites are supported by
educational institutions, non-profits, or government initiatives,
guaranteeing quality and up-to-date information.

OpenStax

OpenStax is one of the most popular free online textbook sites, offering
peer-reviewed, openly licensed textbooks. It covers subjects such as
mathematics, science, social sciences, and humanities. OpenStax textbooks are
widely used in colleges and universities, providing high-quality content that
meets academic standards.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg offers a vast collection of public domain books, including
classic literary works and some educational textbooks. While it is not
exclusively a textbook site, it is a valuable resource for free online
educational materials, especially in literature and the humanities.



BCcampus OpenEd

BCcampus OpenEd provides a wide range of openly licensed textbooks for post-
secondary courses, primarily in British Columbia but accessible globally. The
platform focuses on creating and curating free educational resources across
multiple disciplines.

MIT OpenCourseWare

MIT OpenCourseWare offers free course materials from the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, including textbooks, lecture notes, and assignments.
This site is an excellent resource for learners interested in STEM subjects
and advanced academic content.

National Academies Press

National Academies Press provides free access to thousands of reports and
books on science, engineering, and medicine. This site is ideal for students
and professionals seeking authoritative texts in these fields.

Features and Benefits of Free Online Textbooks

Free online textbook sites present several advantages over traditional print
textbooks. These benefits contribute to the increasing adoption of digital
textbooks by educational institutions and individual learners.

Cost-Effectiveness

The most apparent benefit is the elimination of cost. Free online textbook
sites allow students to access textbooks without purchasing expensive print
copies, significantly reducing the financial barrier to education.

Accessibility and Convenience

Digital textbooks can be accessed anytime and anywhere, provided there is
internet connectivity. This convenience supports flexible learning schedules
and remote education, making education more inclusive.

Searchability and Interactivity

Online textbooks often include search functions, hyperlinks, and multimedia
supplements, enhancing the learning experience. These features enable
students to quickly find information and engage with interactive content.

Environmentally Friendly

Using digital textbooks reduces the need for paper printing and shipping,
contributing to environmental conservation. This eco-friendly aspect aligns



with sustainability goals in education.

Subject-Specific Free Textbook Resources

Many free online textbook sites specialize or excel in particular academic
disciplines. Knowing where to look for subject-specific resources can improve
learning efficiency and content relevance.

Science and Technology

Platforms like OpenStax, MIT OpenCourseWare, and the National Academies Press
offer extensive textbooks in physics, biology, chemistry, engineering, and
computer science. These sites provide up-to-date scientific knowledge aligned
with current curricula.

Mathematics

Mathematics textbooks are abundantly available on free online textbook sites
such as OpenStax and BCcampus OpenEd. These resources cover topics from basic
arithmetic to advanced calculus and statistics, supporting learners at
various levels.

Humanities and Social Sciences

Project Gutenberg and OpenStax provide access to literature, history,
psychology, and sociology textbooks. These platforms offer a blend of classic
texts and modern educational materials tailored for humanities students.

Business and Economics

Several free online textbook sites include business administration, finance,
and economics textbooks. OpenStax and BCcampus OpenEd have notable
collections that serve undergraduate business students effectively.

Legal and Ethical Considerations

While free online textbook sites offer tremendous value, it is essential to
understand the legal and ethical frameworks surrounding their use. This
knowledge helps avoid copyright infringement and supports responsible
academic practices.

Open Licensing and Copyright

Most reputable free online textbook sites provide materials under open
licenses such as Creative Commons, which allow users to download, share, and
sometimes modify content legally. Understanding these licenses helps learners
use resources appropriately.



Avoiding Pirated Content

Users should ensure that the textbooks they access come from legitimate
sources. Downloading textbooks from unauthorized sites may violate copyright
laws and expose users to legal risks and malware.

Proper Attribution

When using free online textbooks for academic work, proper citation and
attribution of sources are necessary to maintain academic integrity and
respect the work of content creators.

How to Maximize the Use of Free Online Textbook
Sites

To fully benefit from free online textbook sites, learners should adopt
strategies that enhance their study efficiency and resource management.

Organizing Digital Textbooks

Keeping textbooks organized in dedicated folders or using e-reader software
with annotation features helps streamline study sessions. Students can
highlight important sections and take notes directly within digital files.

Combining Resources

Using multiple free online textbook sites allows learners to access diverse
perspectives and supplementary materials. Cross-referencing textbooks can
deepen understanding and provide comprehensive coverage of subjects.

Utilizing Supplementary Materials

Many free online textbook platforms offer additional resources such as
quizzes, video lectures, and interactive exercises. Leveraging these
supplements enhances engagement and reinforces learning outcomes.

Staying Updated

Educational content evolves, and some free online textbook sites regularly
update their materials. Staying informed about new editions and resources
ensures learners have access to the most current information.

OpenStax

Project Gutenberg

BCcampus OpenEd



MIT OpenCourseWare

National Academies Press

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the best websites to find free online
textbooks?

Some of the best websites for free online textbooks include OpenStax, Project
Gutenberg, BookBoon, Open Textbook Library, and Google Books.

Are free online textbook sites legal to use?

Yes, free online textbook sites like OpenStax and Project Gutenberg provide
legally free textbooks that are either in the public domain or released under
open licenses.

Can I download textbooks for offline use from free
online textbook sites?

Many free online textbook sites allow you to download textbooks in PDF or
ePub formats for offline use, but availability depends on the site's specific
policies.

Which free online textbook site is best for college-
level subjects?

OpenStax is widely regarded as one of the best free online textbook sites for
college-level subjects, offering peer-reviewed and professionally written
textbooks in various disciplines.

Do free online textbook sites cover subjects beyond
science and math?

Yes, many free online textbook sites cover a broad range of subjects
including humanities, social sciences, business, and more, not just science
and math.

How can educators contribute to free online textbook
platforms?

Educators can contribute by authoring, reviewing, or adapting textbooks on
platforms like Open Textbook Library or by sharing their materials under open
licenses to expand accessible educational resources.



Additional Resources
1. Open Textbooks: Revolutionizing Education Access
This book explores the rise of open educational resources (OER) and how free
online textbooks are transforming traditional education. It covers the
benefits of open textbooks, including cost savings and increased
accessibility for students worldwide. The author provides case studies of
successful implementations and tips for educators on integrating these
resources into their curriculum.

2. Guide to Finding Quality Free Online Textbooks
A practical handbook for students and educators seeking reliable free
textbooks on the internet. The book reviews various platforms offering open
textbooks, such as OpenStax and LibreTexts, and evaluates their content
quality. Readers will learn strategies to identify credible resources and
maximize their learning experience.

3. The Future of Learning: Open Access Textbooks
This insightful book examines the impact of open access textbooks on the
future of education. It discusses technological advancements that facilitate
the distribution of free textbooks and the role of governments and
institutions in promoting open education. The author also addresses
challenges like sustainability and intellectual property concerns.

4. Building an Open Textbook Library: A Step-by-Step Approach
Designed for librarians and educators, this book provides detailed guidance
on creating and maintaining a collection of free online textbooks. It
includes recommendations on selecting resources, licensing issues, and
integrating open textbooks into library services. The book also highlights
collaboration opportunities among educational institutions.

5. OpenStax and Beyond: Exploring Free Textbook Platforms
Focusing on popular free textbook providers, this book offers an in-depth
analysis of platforms like OpenStax, Saylor Academy, and Project Gutenberg.
It compares their offerings, user interfaces, and subject coverage to help
readers choose the best resources. Additionally, it covers the evolution and
future prospects of these platforms.

6. Democratizing Education: The Role of Free Online Textbooks
This book discusses how free online textbooks contribute to educational
equity by providing access to knowledge regardless of socioeconomic status.
It highlights global initiatives aimed at distributing free textbooks in
underserved regions. The author also explores the social and economic impacts
of widespread textbook accessibility.

7. Creating and Sharing Open Textbooks: A Guide for Educators
An essential resource for educators interested in authoring and distributing
their own open textbooks. The book covers the entire process, from writing
and peer review to licensing and publishing on free platforms. It also offers
insights into collaborative writing tools and community engagement.

8. Open Textbooks in STEM Education
This specialized book focuses on the availability and effectiveness of free
online textbooks in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics. It
reviews high-quality STEM open textbooks and discusses their role in
enhancing student engagement and understanding. The book also addresses
challenges unique to STEM subjects, such as complex diagrams and interactive
content.



9. Legal and Ethical Considerations in Free Online Textbooks
A comprehensive guide to understanding copyright, licensing, and ethical
issues related to free online textbooks. The author explains Creative Commons
licenses and how they apply to open educational resources. This book is
valuable for educators, authors, and institutions aiming to navigate the
legal landscape of open textbooks responsibly.
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  free online textbook sites: The 2011 Guide to Free Or Nearly-Free E-Books , 2011 One of
the problems which face all librarians adding e-books to their collections is that of bibliographic
control: there is no legal deposit for e-books and consequently there is no single place from which
new titles can be found. If this is true of commercially published e-books, it is most certainly also
true of free e-books... and there are many thousands of free e-books available over the Internet,
many of which are of a quality such that librarians might wish to have them in their collections. The
2011 Guide to Free or Nearly-Free e-Books is offered as a tool for librarians and others involved in
book selection (e.g. teachers in schools) in all sectors - school, further and higher education, public
and special libraries - to facilitate easy access to free e-books and e-book collections which can
enhance their digital library.
  free online textbook sites: Tools for Teaching Barbara Gross Davis, 2009-07-17 This is the
long-awaited update on the bestselling book that offers a practical, accessible reference manual for
faculty in any discipline. This new edition contains up-to-date information on technology as well as
expanding on the ideas and strategies presented in the first edition. It includes more than sixty-one
chapters designed to improve the teaching of beginning, mid-career, or senior faculty members. The
topics cover both traditional tasks of teaching as well as broader concerns, such as diversity and
inclusion in the classroom and technology in educational settings.
  free online textbook sites: The City & Guilds Textbook: Site Carpentry and Architectural
Joinery for the Level 2 Apprenticeship (6571), Level 2 Technical Certificate (7906) & Level
2 Diploma (6706) Stephen Jones, Stephen Redfern, Colin Fearn, 2019-10-28 Ensure your learners
have the knowledge and skills to start a successful career in the construction industry, with this
comprehensive new textbook published in association with City & Guilds for the legacy 6706, new
7906 and new Apprenticeship standard. This brand new title will help students: - Study with
confidence, using the most up-to-date information available for all specifications and industry
standards - Enhance their understanding of concepts and techniques with clear and accurate
technical drawings and step-by-step photo sequences - Test their knowledge with end of chapter
practice questions - Get ready for the workplace with industry tips and activities - Develop core skills
with authors Stephen Jones and Stephen Redfern, who draw on their extensive teaching and
industry experience
  free online textbook sites: Build a Website for Free Mark William Bell, 2010-11-09 Build
yourself a state-of-the-art website. It’s incredibly easy...and it won’t cost you a dime! You need a
website. But you don’t need the hassles that usually go with building one or the expense of hiring
someone else to do it. Here’s your solution: Build a Website for Free! You’ll learn how you can use
new Web 2.0 technologies to create a site that’s impressive and effective. And here’s the best part:
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You’ll do it all with software and tools that won’t cost you a dime! Plan, organize, and design a site
that really works, using tools you can find for free Discover the simple secrets of writing pages
people want to read Adapt your site for easy viewing on mobile devices Use video on your site—and
get someone else to pay for hosting it Add an easy-to-update blog and start building your own web
community Quickly and easily handle “nuts and bolts” tasks, from getting your site name to
uploading your content Get your site picked up by Google, Yahoo!, and other search engines
  free online textbook sites: The City & Guilds Textbook: Site Carpentry & Architectural
Joinery for the Level 3 Apprenticeship (6571), Level 3 Advanced Technical Diploma (7906)
& Level 3 Diploma (6706) Martin Burdfield, Stephen Jones, Stephen Redfern, Colin Fearn,
2020-03-16 Help realise your learners' ambitions of becoming a specialist site carpenter or joiner in
the construction industry with this comprehensive new textbook published in association with City &
Guilds for the Level 3 6706, 7906 and new Apprenticeship standard. This brand new title will help
students: - Study with confidence, using the most up-to-date information available for the new
specifications and industry standards - Enhance their understanding of tools and concepts in
carpentry and joinery with clear and accurate technical drawings and step-by-step photo sequences -
Get ready for the workplace with industry tips and case studies - Develop core skills with authors
Stephen Jones, Stephen Redfern and Martin Burdfield who draw on their extensive teaching and
industry experience
  free online textbook sites: The SAGE Encyclopedia of Online Education Steven L. Danver,
2016-09-20 Online education, both by for-profit institutions and within traditional universities, has
seen recent tremendous growth and appeal - but online education has many aspects that are not well
understood. The SAGE Encyclopedia of Online Education provides a thorough and engaging
reference on all aspects of this field, from the theoretical dimensions of teaching online to the
technological aspects of implementing online courses—with a central focus on the effective
education of students. Key topics explored through over 350 entries include: · Technology used in
the online classroom · Institutions that have contributed to the growth of online education ·
Pedagogical basis and strategies of online education · Effectiveness and assessment · Different types
of online education and best practices · The changing role of online education in the global
education system
  free online textbook sites: Health Informatics Sixth Edition Supplement: Practical Guide for
Healthcare and Information Technology Professionals Ann K. Yoshihashi, Robert E. Hoyt, 2016-11-15
Health Informatics: Practical Guide for Health and Information Technology Professionals Sixth
Edition Supplement adds 3 new chapters. The supplement has learning objectives, case studies,
recommended reading, future trends, key points, and references. Introduction to Data Science,
provides a comprehensive overview with topics including databases, machine learning, big data and
predictive analytics. Clinical Decision Support (CDS), covers current and salient aspects of CDS
functionality, implementation, benefits, challenges and lessons learned. International Health
Informatics, highlights the informatics initiatives of developed and developing countries on each
continent. Available as a paperback and eBook. For more information about the textbook, visit
www.informaticseducation.org. For instructors, an Instructor Manual, PDF version and PowerPoint
slides are available under the Instructor's tab.
  free online textbook sites: The College Textbook Publishing Industry in the U.S.
2000-2022 Albert N. Greco, 2023-05-17 This book explores the college textbook publishing
industry, from its inception in medieval universities, through the late 20th century, to the present
day which has led to an existential crisis for some publishers. The various sections in this book offers
a comprehensive analysis of the substantive developments, problems, and concerns about a myriad
of major issues that confronted the higher education textbook sector after 2000. Chapters
incorporate highly reliable textbook statistical sources as well as a review of some marketing
theories utilized by these publishers (e.g., understanding the threat of substitute products; the sale
of used and rental texts; the sale of new digital textbooks).
  free online textbook sites: Effective Leadership Ronald H. Humphrey, 2013-05-29 Effective



Leadership: Theory, Cases, and Applications, by Ronald H. Humphrey, integrates traditional and
new leadership theories—including transformational leadership, leader-member exchange, authentic
leadership, servant leadership, self-leadership, shared and distributed leadership, identity theory,
and the value of emotions and affect—to provide a comprehensive look at the many facets of
effective leadership. Practical and fun to read, this innovative book incorporates personal reflections
and current business examples to bring the theories of organizational leadership to life. In addition,
“Put it in Practice” features help readers see how they can apply the leadership research to their
own work lives, while leadership cases throughout demonstrate how real leaders have succeeded by
applying the leadership principles discussed in the book.
  free online textbook sites: The No Shelf Required Guide to E-book Purchasing Sue
Polanka, 2011-12-01 This issue of Library Technology Reports provides strategies, best practices,
and case studies for meeting the unprecedented legal, technological, and vendor challenges that
come with e-book purchasing.
  free online textbook sites: The Book Publishing Industry Albert N. Greco, Jim Milliot,
Robert Wharton, 2013-07-31 The Book Publishing Industry focuses on consumer books (adult,
juvenile, and mass market paperbacks) and reviews all major book categories to present a
comprehensive overview of this diverse business. In addition to the insights and portrayals of the
U.S. publishing industry, this book includes an appendix containing historical data on the industry
from 1946 to the end of the twentieth century. The selective bibliography includes the latest
literature, including works in marketing and economics that has a direct relationship with this
dynamic industry. This third edition features a chapter on e-books and provides an overview of the
current shift toward digital media in the US book publishing industry.
  free online textbook sites: Global Orthopedics Richard A. Gosselin, David A. Spiegel, Michelle
Foltz, 2019-06-11 Now in a revised and expanded second edition, this unique text discusses the
opportunities and challenges to the practice of orthopedic surgery in resource-limited environments
around the world. Sensibly divided into thematic sections, part I examines barriers to care, from the
poorly recognized global burden of orthopedic conditions and the less than ideal equipment to the
cultural considerations and ethical dilemmas inherent in such situations. General clinical topics are
covered in part II, such as non-surgical approaches and anesthesia, while the remaining sections
discuss adult and pediatric trauma, presented in an anatomical format for easy reference with a
focus on the natural history and the best treatment methods within existing limitations, followed by
musculoskeletal infections, non-infectious pediatric conditions, reconstruction, and amputations.
Topics new to this edition include the management of non-unions by induced membrane techniques,
autologous bone grafting, bone growth and burn charts, the management of neck and back pain, and
principles of orthopedic rehabilitation. Written and edited by experts with years of experience
working in austere settings, this second edition of Global Orthopedics is a seamless transition from
the original and expands the range of possible management strategies in places desperate for
orthopedic care, making it a must for all surgeons and practitioners planning to work in such
challenging settings.
  free online textbook sites: Financial Management: Theory and Practice Eugene F.
Brigham, 2016-03-29 The third Canadian edition of Brigham’s Financial Management: Theory and
Practice delivers solid financial theory and practical applications, preparing students for future
careers in business and finance in an engaging manner that makes the content come alive. This
resource emphasizes the actions that a manager should take to increase the value of the firm.
Structuring the book around valuation and cash flows enhances continuity and helps students see
how topics relate to one another. The hallmark of this resource is “The Corporate Valuation
Framework”, a pedagogical feature presented early in each chapter. By highlighting specific parts of
the framework, the model explicitly shows how each chapter relates to corporate valuation. The
book begins with fundamental concepts, including background on the economic and financial
environment, financial statements (with an emphasis on cash flows), the time value of money,
financial forecasting, bond valuation, risk analysis, and stock valuation. With this background,



students then learn specific techniques and decision rules that can be used to help maximize the
value of the firm. MindTap raises the bar with multimedia, Concept Clips and Aplia problem sets:
providing the ideal solution for keeping students on track and prepared for tests and exams. Highly
customizable, instructors can add RSS feeds, YouTube videos, Google docs and more to further
increase student engagement and achieve deeper learning.
  free online textbook sites: Nutrition Education: Linking Research, Theory, and Practice Isobel
R. Contento, Pamela A Koch, 2025-02-27 Nutrition Education: Linking Research, Theory, and
Practice, Fifth Edition is a practical and straightforward theory- and research-based guide for how to
create, implement, and evaluate nutrition education that can change dietary behavior to improve the
health of people and the planet. Built around the six-step DESIGN process for creating nutrition
educational plans to be delivered to groups in person or indirectly through various physical and
digital media along with plans for creating activities to provide environmental supports, this text
also provides detailed nuts and bolts guidance to help students deliver these plans effectively
through various media to a range of audiences or populations.
  free online textbook sites: An Introduction to Statistics Kieth A. Carlson, Jennifer R. Winquist,
2021-01-10 This updated and reorganized Third Edition of this textbook takes a workbook-style
approach that encourages an active approach to learning statistics. Carefully placed reading
questions throughout each chapter allow students to apply their knowledge right away, while
in-depth activities based on current behavioral science scenarios, each with problem sets and quiz
questions, give students the opportunity to assess their understanding of concepts while reading
detailed explanations of more complex statistical concepts. Additional practice problems further
solidify student learning. Most activities are self-correcting, so if a concept is misunderstood, this
misunderstanding is corrected early in the learning process. After working through each chapter,
students are far more likely to understand the material than when they only read the material.
  free online textbook sites: Literature and the Internet Stephanie Browner, Stephen Pulsford,
Richard Sears, 2013-12-02 Literature and the Internet: A Guide for Students,Teachers, and Scholars
is the only Internet guide written for those who love and study literature. The book begins with a
practical introduction for readers who want help finding, navigating, and using literary sites. Later
chapters focus on educational issues such as plagiarism, citation, website evaluation, the use of
Internet sites in literature courses, as well as the technical, scholarly and professional issues raised
by the advent of the Internet. Finally, the book concludes with a chapter on the cultural implications
of the Internet for literary studies. In addition, the book offers an annotated bibliography of Internet
sources (with URLs) that introduces readers to hundreds of sites which they can explore on their
own. Readers need not have a B.A. or even a major in English, and no special training in computer
technology and software is necessary. The book explains both the basics of the Internet and
sophisticated scholarly issues in simple language. Ultimately, each Internet user must choose his or
her own path through the Internet, but with Literature and the Internet in hand, surfing the net for
things literary will be more efficient and satisfying and much less confusing and overwhelming.
  free online textbook sites: Materials Michael F. Ashby, Hugh Shercliff, David Cebon,
2018-11-27 Materials: Engineering, Science, Processing and Design is the essential materials
engineering text and resource for students developing skills and understanding of materials
properties and selection for engineering applications. Taking a unique design-led approach that is
broader in scope than other texts, Materials meets the curriculum needs of a wide variety of courses
in the materials and design field, including introduction to materials science and engineering,
engineering materials, materials selection and processing, and behavior of materials. This new
edition retains its design-led focus and strong emphasis on visual communication while expanding its
coverage of the physical basis of material properties, and process selection. - Design-led approach
motivates and engages students in the study of materials science and engineering through real-life
case studies and illustrative applications - Highly visual full color graphics facilitate understanding
of materials concepts and properties - Chapters on materials selection and design are integrated
with chapters on materials fundamentals, enabling students to see how specific fundamentals can be



important to the design process - For instructors, a solutions manual, lecture slides, and image bank
are available at https://educate.elsevier.com/book/details/9780081023761 - Links to Granta EduPack
sample data sheets:
https://www.grantadesign.com/education/ces-edupack/granta-edupack-data/ces-edupack-sample-dat
asheets/ for information New to this edition - Expansion of the atomic basis of properties, and the
distinction between bonding-sensitive and microstructure-sensitive properties - Process selection
extended to include a structured approach to managing the expert knowledge of how materials,
processes and design interact (with an introduction to additive manufacturing) - Coverage of
materials and the environment has been updated with a new section on Sustainability and
Sustainable Technology - Text and figures have been revised and updated throughout - The number
of worked examples and end-of-chapter problems has been significantly increased
  free online textbook sites: The Digital Reader Terence W. Cavanaugh, 2006 The rapidly
increasing availability and low cost of e-book technology make it perfect for schools and educators
looking to expand their resources for readers. This book introduces the unique features that have
established e-books as a powerful, effective learning tool for all grade levels and for special needs
students. It includes descriptions and illustrations of the most popular e-book platforms and
programs, as well as dozens of practical ideas for using e-books for reading instruction, personal
productivity, and curricular enrichment. Brimming with interactive lesson ideas, teaching tips, and
online resources, this book is a must-have for teachers in all content areas and library media
specialists. Descriptions of the most popular and affordable e-book devices, software, and content
for educators Guidelines for accessing the free digital library resources available on the Web and for
creating your own e-books using basic software tools Strategies for using the annotation, reference,
and hypertext capabilities of electronic text to promote active reading.
  free online textbook sites: TouchIT Alan Dix, Steve Gill, Devina Ramduny-Ellis, Jo Hare,
2022-07-28 Digital technology is fundamentally altering the world we live in, but can only be truly
understood in relation to the physical world we all inhabit. The most successful future products and
policies will be those that take this rich digital/physical ecology seriously. The physical world is
increasingly filled with digital products to the extent that the boundaries of digital and physical
reality become blurred. From mundane devices such as mobile phones and washing machines, to
esoteric research including tangible computation and body implants, we continually bridge two
worlds literally touching buttons and dials and simultaneously interacting with the digital systems
that lie behind them. The connection between pure thought and abstract information is through solid
keyboard and mouse; but likewise the material world of buildings, cars and running shoes is
suffused with computation through sensors, displays and flashing LEDs. How do people understand
this world and how can designers create usable hybrid physical-digital products? TouchIT brings
together insights from human-computer interaction and industrial design, exploring these themes
under four main headings: human body and mind; objects and things; space; and information and
computation. In considering each, the authors look into the underlying physical processes, our
human understanding of them, and then the way these inform and are informed by digital design.
The end draws together the theoretical and practical implications of this for design, including
practical advice, potential tools, and philosophical underpinnings.
  free online textbook sites: Biomedical Informatics Edward H. Shortliffe, James J. Cimino,
2006-12-02 This book focuses on the role of computers in the provision of medical services. It
provides both a conceptual framework and a practical approach for the implementation and
management of IT used to improve the delivery of health care. Inspired by a Stanford University
training program, it fills the need for a high quality text in computers and medicine. It meets the
growing demand by practitioners, researchers, and students for a comprehensive introduction to key
topics in the field. Completely revised and expanded, this work includes several new chapters filled
with brand new material.
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