
forsyth park fountain history

forsyth park fountain history is a captivating narrative that traces the
origins, design, and cultural significance of one of Savannah, Georgia's most
iconic landmarks. Established in the mid-19th century, the Forsyth Park
Fountain has become a symbol of historic charm and community pride. This
article explores the fountain's architectural features, the historical
context surrounding its installation, and its enduring presence in the city’s
cultural landscape. Additionally, the fountain's restoration efforts and its
role in contemporary events highlight its ongoing importance. By delving into
the details of the forsyth park fountain history, readers gain a
comprehensive understanding of why this fountain remains a cherished part of
Savannah’s heritage.
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Origins and Design of the Forsyth Park Fountain

The forsyth park fountain history begins with its origins as a centerpiece
for Forsyth Park, a large public park established in Savannah in 1840. The
fountain was introduced several decades later, intended to enhance the park's
aesthetic appeal and provide a focal point for visitors. Its design was
inspired by European fountains, particularly those found in Paris and other
French cities, reflecting Savannah’s admiration for classic European art and
architecture during the 19th century.

Inspiration and Design Sources

The fountain is believed to have been modeled after the fountains of Place de
la Concorde in Paris, featuring ornate cast iron work and multiple tiers. The
design emphasizes symmetry and elegance, typical of the Beaux-Arts style
popular in the 1800s. This stylistic influence is evident in the fountain’s
detailed scrollwork, finials, and the cascading water elements that create a
dynamic visual experience.

Manufacturing and Installation

The fountain itself was manufactured by the Janes, Beebe & Co. foundry in New
York, a prominent company known for producing large-scale ironworks during
the Victorian era. Installed in 1858, the fountain quickly became a beloved
fixture within Forsyth Park, symbolizing progress and refinement for the
growing city of Savannah.



Historical Context and Installation

The installation of the Forsyth Park Fountain occurred during a period of
significant growth and development in Savannah. The city was expanding
economically and culturally, and public spaces like Forsyth Park were being
developed to accommodate increasing population and leisure activities. The
fountain’s addition was a deliberate effort to beautify the park and provide
an attractive gathering place for residents and visitors alike.

The Role of Forsyth Park in Savannah’s Urban
Development

Established as part of Savannah’s original city plan, Forsyth Park served as
a vital recreational area and green space in the heart of the city. The
park's layout was influenced by 19th-century urban design trends promoting
public parks as centers for social interaction and health. The fountain
enhanced this vision by adding a visually striking and interactive element
that encouraged community engagement.

Funding and Community Support

Funding for the fountain’s construction stemmed from municipal resources and
public donations, reflecting the community’s commitment to civic improvement.
Local leaders recognized the importance of such landmarks in boosting civic
pride and attracting tourism. Public enthusiasm for the fountain was evident
from the outset, with the initial dedication drawing significant attendance.

Architectural Features and Artistic Elements

The forsyth park fountain history is distinguished by its intricate
architectural and artistic qualities. Its design combines functionality with
ornamental beauty, making it a masterpiece of 19th-century public art. The
fountain’s layout and materials were carefully chosen to withstand the
climate of Savannah while presenting an elegant visual statement.

Structural Components

The fountain features a three-tiered structure composed primarily of cast
iron, painted in a distinctive green hue that contrasts with the park’s
natural surroundings. The tiers progressively decrease in size from bottom to
top, with water flowing smoothly from the upper basins to the lower pools,
creating a soothing soundscape.

Decorative Motifs and Symbolism

Decorative motifs on the fountain include intricate scrollwork, floral
patterns, and lion head spouts, symbolizing strength and vitality. The use of
these classical elements aligns with the Victorian era’s fascination with
nature and mythology in public art. The fountain also features four cherub-
like figures supporting the upper basin, adding a sense of whimsy and grace.

Restoration and Preservation Efforts

Over the decades, the Forsyth Park Fountain has undergone several restoration
and preservation projects aimed at maintaining its structural integrity and



aesthetic appeal. Given its age and exposure to the elements, these efforts
have been essential in preserving the fountain as a historic landmark.

Major Restoration Projects

Significant restoration work took place in the 1980s and again in the early
2000s. These projects involved repairing the cast iron components, repainting
the fountain in historically accurate colors, and upgrading the water
circulation system to improve efficiency and reduce water waste.
Preservationists prioritized maintaining original design details while
incorporating modern technology.

Ongoing Maintenance and Community Involvement

Regular maintenance ensures the fountain remains operational and visually
appealing. The local government, along with community organizations, actively
participates in fundraising and awareness campaigns to support continued
preservation. Volunteer efforts during cleaning days and educational programs
highlight the fountain’s importance to Savannah’s heritage.

Cultural Significance and Modern Role

The forsyth park fountain history is not only a tale of architectural and
historical value but also a story of cultural relevance in contemporary
Savannah. The fountain continues to serve as a popular gathering spot and a
symbol of the city’s identity.

Community Events and Celebrations

The fountain plaza frequently hosts cultural events, including festivals,
concerts, and holiday celebrations. Its picturesque setting makes it an ideal
location for weddings, photo shoots, and public art installations. This
ongoing use reinforces the fountain’s role as a living part of the city’s
communal life.

Tourism and Educational Impact

As a prominent attraction, the Forsyth Park Fountain draws tourists from
across the nation and around the world. Educational tours often include the
fountain as a key point of interest, teaching visitors about Savannah’s urban
development and historic preservation efforts. The fountain’s enduring
presence enriches the city’s cultural narrative and supports local tourism
economy.

Mid-19th century installation in Forsyth Park

Cast iron construction with Beaux-Arts design

Restoration projects in the 1980s and 2000s

Symbol of civic pride and community gathering

Ongoing cultural and educational importance



Frequently Asked Questions

When was the Forsyth Park Fountain in Savannah built?

The Forsyth Park Fountain was built in 1858.

Who designed the Forsyth Park Fountain?

The fountain was designed by John Howard, a noted architect during that
period.

What inspired the design of the Forsyth Park
Fountain?

The design of the Forsyth Park Fountain was inspired by the fountains found
in the Place de la Concorde in Paris, France.

Why is the Forsyth Park Fountain historically
significant?

The Forsyth Park Fountain is historically significant as a symbol of
Savannah's 19th-century urban design and is one of the most iconic landmarks
in the city.

Has the Forsyth Park Fountain undergone restoration?

Yes, the Forsyth Park Fountain has undergone several restorations, including
major ones in the 1980s and 2010s to preserve its structure and beauty.

What materials were used to construct the Forsyth
Park Fountain?

The fountain is made primarily of cast iron and stone, which was typical for
ornamental fountains of the era.

Was the Forsyth Park Fountain the original
centerpiece of Forsyth Park?

No, the fountain was installed several years after the park was established,
becoming its central and most famous feature.

Are there any legends or stories associated with the
Forsyth Park Fountain?

One popular local legend is that the fountain’s water was originally colored
green in honor of St. Patrick's Day, a tradition that the city occasionally
reenacts.

How has the Forsyth Park Fountain influenced



Savannah's culture and tourism?

The Forsyth Park Fountain has become a cultural icon and a major tourist
attraction, often featured in photographs, postcards, and events, symbolizing
Savannah’s historic charm.

Additional Resources
1. The Heart of Savannah: Forsyth Park Fountain's Legacy
This book delves into the rich history of Forsyth Park and its iconic
fountain, exploring the cultural and social significance it has held since
its installation in the mid-19th century. Through archival photos and
firsthand accounts, readers gain insight into the fountain’s design, its role
in community gatherings, and its preservation efforts over the decades.

2. Water and Stone: The Story of Forsyth Park Fountain
Focusing on the architectural and artistic aspects of the Forsyth Park
Fountain, this book details the fountain’s origins, the materials used, and
the influences behind its unique design. It also highlights the craftsmen and
city planners who contributed to its creation, situating the fountain within
Savannah’s broader urban development.

3. Echoes of the Past: Forsyth Park Fountain Through Time
This volume traces the evolution of Forsyth Park Fountain from its 1858
dedication to present day, examining how the fountain has witnessed and
reflected changes in Savannah’s society and landscape. It includes stories of
restoration projects and community efforts to maintain this cherished
landmark.

4. Forsyth Park Fountain: A Symbol of Southern Elegance
Exploring the fountain as an emblem of Southern heritage, this book discusses
its aesthetic qualities and symbolic meaning in Savannah’s historic district.
It also considers the fountain’s role in local traditions and events,
emphasizing its importance beyond mere decoration.

5. The Making of Forsyth Park Fountain: Art and Engineering in the 19th
Century
This detailed account focuses on the technical challenges and artistic
decisions involved in constructing the Forsyth Park Fountain. It covers the
engineering innovations of the time, the fountain’s waterworks system, and
how the design reflects 19th-century tastes and technologies.

6. Gardens and Fountains: The Creation of Forsyth Park
This book provides a broader context by looking at Forsyth Park as a whole,
with a significant focus on the fountain’s place within the park’s landscape
design. It addresses the park’s origins, landscaping trends of the era, and
how the fountain complements the natural beauty of the space.

7. Savannah’s Crown Jewel: The Forsyth Park Fountain Story
Highlighting the fountain as a central feature of Savannah’s historic charm,
this book captures the community’s affection for the landmark. It includes
anecdotes from locals, historical events connected to the fountain, and its
influence on Savannah’s identity and tourism.

8. Restoring Beauty: The Conservation of Forsyth Park Fountain
This book chronicles the efforts to preserve and restore Forsyth Park
Fountain over the years, detailing the challenges faced by conservationists
and the techniques used to maintain its original splendor. It serves as a



case study in historic preservation and public commitment to heritage sites.

9. Fountains of the South: Forsyth Park and Beyond
Placing Forsyth Park Fountain within the larger tradition of Southern
fountains, this book compares its design and history to other notable
fountains in the region. It explores the cultural meanings of fountains in
Southern cities and how Forsyth Park’s fountain stands out as a beloved
landmark.
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  forsyth park fountain history: Hidden History of Savannah Brenna Michaels, T.C. Michaels,
2019-02-04 Join authors Brenna and T.C. Michaels as they explore Savannah's long, wide and very
often hidden history. Savannah has repeatedly stood on the edge of ruin, brought to its knees by
bloody battles, mysterious pestilence, fire, unforgiving weather and the drums of war. Men and
women whose names echo in history once walked its streets. Countless other faces are seemingly
forgotten, names that history held in looser grip - like Mary Musgrove, the colonial translator and
entrepreneur, or Dr. Samuel Nunes, shipwrecked by chance on Savannah's coastal shores just in
time to curb a deadly epidemic and save Savannah's first settlers. And then there's John Geary, the
larger-than-life Union general who beat Sherman's march south to the sea.
  forsyth park fountain history: Savannah in History Rodney Carlisle, Loretta Carlisle, 2019-05
Savannah in History features over 90 sites in Savannah, Georgia, presented organized by historical
era, with over 100 color photos. This presentation is especially important for a city with a long and
varied history like Savannah, where colonial sites are virtually next door to antebellum, Civil War,
and important modern sites. This guidebook conveys a clear picture of the evolution of the city from
its beginnings to the present and helps the tourist, and even the resident, unravel and understand
the dozens of historic buildings and monuments and several excellent museums. Like the others in
this series on St. Augustine, Key West, Charleston, and Tampa, it serves as both a guidebook and
keepsake.
  forsyth park fountain history: Pioneers of American Landscape Design Charles A. Birnbaum,
Lisa E. Crowder, 1993
  forsyth park fountain history: ,
  forsyth park fountain history: History of Savannah, Ga Charles Colcock Jones (Jr.), 1890
  forsyth park fountain history: Hidden History of Civil War Savannah Michael L. Jordan,
2017-05-29 Savannah, Georgia was home to one of the most notable Civil War moments, naval
battles, and has a deep Civil War past. Noted local filmmaker and author tells the stories of
Savannah's deep engagement in the conflict. Union general William T. Sherman cemented
Savannah's most notable Civil War connection when he ended his March to the Sea there in
December 1864. However, more fascinating stories from the era lurk behind the city's ancient,
moss-draped live oaks. A full-scale naval battle raged between ironclad warships just offshore. More
than seven thousand prisoners were confined in the area surrounding Forsyth Park. And on March
21, 1861, the present-day Savannah Theatre was the site of one of the most inflammatory and
controversial speeches of the entire war. Noted local filmmaker and author Michael Jordan delves
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deep into this fabled city's Civil War past.
  forsyth park fountain history: Savannah Lore and Histories Pasquale De Marco, Savannah, a
city steeped in history, charm, and natural beauty, invites travelers to immerse themselves in its
captivating blend of old and new. Renowned for its cobblestone streets, antebellum architecture,
and lush parks, Savannah offers a unique character and vibrant spirit that captivates visitors from
far and wide. This comprehensive guidebook serves as the ultimate companion to exploring
Savannah's rich tapestry, unveiling its hidden gems and captivating stories. Journey through time as
you discover the city's historic districts, where stately mansions and quaint cottages whisper tales of
days gone by. Learn about notable figures who shaped Savannah's destiny, leaving an indelible mark
on its cultural and historical landscape. Beyond its rich history, Savannah's natural beauty shines
through in its scenic riverfront, verdant parks, and tranquil gardens. Stroll along the Savannah
River, where the mighty waters flow majestically, or venture into Forsyth Park, a haven of peace
amidst the urban bustle. Explore the city's many green spaces, each offering unique vistas and
opportunities for outdoor recreation. For a true taste of Savannah, delve into its culinary delights.
From classic Southern dishes to innovative contemporary cuisine, the city's culinary scene tantalizes
taste buds with a symphony of flavors. Savory seafood, succulent barbecue, and delectable desserts
await, all infused with the distinct flavors of the region. Savannah's cultural heritage is a vibrant
tapestry woven from diverse threads. Experience the city's lively music and dance scene, where jazz,
blues, and soul fill the air. Explore Savannah's art galleries and museums, showcasing local and
international talent. Immerse yourself in the city's rich literary tradition, attending book signings,
readings, and literary festivals. Unveil Savannah's intriguing side by delving into its tales of ghosts,
legends, and folklore. Follow the footsteps of paranormal investigators as they explore Savannah's
most notorious haunted sites, searching for evidence of the supernatural. Discover the city's voodoo
legacy, uncovering the secrets of its dark past. Savannah's charm extends beyond its historic sites
and natural beauty. Its thriving arts scene, shopping districts, and renowned dining options cater to
every taste and interest. Discover unique treasures in eclectic boutiques, antique shops, and art
galleries. Indulge in retail therapy at Savannah's shopping malls and outlets, offering a wide
selection of goods and souvenirs. As you explore Savannah, uncover its hidden gems, from charming
cafes and speakeasies to secret gardens and tucked-away museums. Embark on a culinary
adventure, sampling local delicacies at farmers' markets and food trucks. Discover the city's
best-kept secrets, recommended by locals who know Savannah like the back of their hand. Whether
you're a history buff, a nature lover, a foodie, or an art enthusiast, Savannah has something to offer
everyone. Immerse yourself in its rich tapestry of history, natural beauty, culture, and cuisine, and
discover why Savannah is truly a city that captivates the soul. If you like this book, write a review!
  forsyth park fountain history: 100 Things to Do in Savannah Before You Die Zach Powers,
2017-08-15 Savannah is called the Hostess City of the South for a reason. Built around twenty-two
public squares, the city’s very design encourages people to come together. Warm welcomes await
visitors beneath every moss-draped oak, and you can’t enter a shop without receiving a hearty hello!
The friendliness continues beyond the Historic District, all the way out to Tybee Island, a quirky
beach town known for local color and memorable characters.Wherever you go, you’re sure to find
national landmarks, parks, and scenic cemeteries dotting the landscape, all steeped in deep
Southern history. Make sure to leave yourself time for a Friday night art show and enjoy a
scrumptious supper at a locally-owned restaurant. And of course take advantage of Savannah’s
legendary bar scene. 100 Things to Do in Savannah Before You Die serves as your introduction to
everything the Hostess City has to offer.
  forsyth park fountain history: The complete travel guide for Savannah , At YouGuide™,
we are dedicated to bringing you the finest travel guides on the market, meticulously crafted for
every type of traveler. Our guides serve as your ultimate companions, helping you make the most of
your journeys around the world. Our team of dedicated experts works tirelessly to create
comprehensive, up-todate, and captivating travel guides. Each guide is a treasure trove of essential
information, insider insights, and captivating visuals. We go beyond the tourist trail, uncovering



hidden treasures and sharing local wisdom that transforms your travels into extraordinary
adventures. Countries change, and so do our guides. We take pride in delivering the most current
information, ensuring your journey is a success. Whether you're an intrepid solo traveler, an
adventurous couple, or a family eager for new horizons, our guides are your trusted companions to
every country. For more travel guides and information, please visit www.youguide.com
  forsyth park fountain history: Savannah Whip Morrison Triplett, 2006 Founded on February
12, 1733, by Gen. James E. Oglethorpe and 114 colonists, Savannah, Georgia, is a unique Southern
city steeped in a rich history. Most noted for diverse architecture, historic squares, a humid climate,
and true Southern hospitality, Savannah remains as engaging and lovely today as it was when Maj.
Gen. William T. Sherman offered the city to Pres. Abraham Lincoln as a Christmas present--sparing
Savannah from destruction during Sherman's historic 1864 March to the Sea. Today Savannah is a
thriving metropolitan city that hosts more than 6 million visitors annually and is home to the
Savannah College of Art and Design, the nation's fastest growing art school.
  forsyth park fountain history: This Is My South Caroline Eubanks, 2018-10 You may think
you know the South for its food, its people, its past, and its stories, but if there’s one thing that’s
certain, it’s that the region tells far more than one tale. It is ever-evolving, open to interpretation,
steeped in history and tradition, yet defined differently based on who you ask. This Is My South
inspires the reader to explore the Southern States––Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North
Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia––like never before. No other guide pulls together
these states into one book in quite this way with a fresh perspective on can’t-miss landmarks, off the
beaten path gems, tours for every interest, unique places to sleep, and classic restaurants. So come
see for yourself and create your own experiences along the way!
  forsyth park fountain history: Savannah River Cruise Travel Guide Aya Weiss, 2023-11-15
Embark on a Southern journey with the Savannah River Cruise Travel Guide, unveiling the charm of
historic cities like Savannah and Augusta. Explore scenic landscapes, indulge in Savannah's culinary
delights, and discover must-visit destinations along the river. Whether hiking, cycling, or kayaking,
adventure awaits. This guide provides essential tips, historical insights, and accommodation details,
ensuring an enriching cruise. Cruise with confidence, unraveling the allure of the Savannah River
with this comprehensive and captivating travel companion.
  forsyth park fountain history: The Peach State Adventure Pasquale De Marco, 2025-03-15
Georgia, the Peach State, is a land of rich history, diverse culture, and stunning natural beauty.
From the vibrant streets of Atlanta to the historic charm of Savannah, Georgia has something to
offer everyone. This book is the ultimate guide to the Peach State. It covers everything from
Georgia's unique identity and fascinating history to its diverse geography and famous people. You'll
also learn about Georgia's fun facts, its popular tourist destinations, and its agricultural industry.
But Georgia is more than just a tourist destination. It is also a state with a rich culture and a strong
economy. This book explores Georgia's manufacturing sector, its service sector, and its government
and politics. You'll also learn about Georgia's education system, its healthcare system, and its role in
the United States. Finally, this book looks to the future of Georgia. It discusses the state's economic
outlook, its population growth, and its environmental challenges. It also considers Georgia's political
landscape and its role in the United States. Whether you are a lifelong resident of Georgia or just a
visitor, this book is the perfect way to learn more about the Peach State. It is packed with
information, insights, and beautiful photographs. So what are you waiting for? Pick up your copy of
The Peach State Adventure today! If you like this book, write a review!
  forsyth park fountain history: A Guide to Strangers Visiting Savannah for Business, Health, or
Pleasure J. H. Estill, 2025-07-17 Reprint of the original, first published in 1881. The Antigonos
publishing house specialises in the publication of reprints of historical books. We make sure that
these works are made available to the public in good condition in order to preserve their cultural
heritage.
  forsyth park fountain history: The complete cyclist travel guide Georgia (USA) ,
2025-08-15



  forsyth park fountain history: A Zigzag Journey in the Sunny South Hezekiah Butterworth,
1887
  forsyth park fountain history: Moon Savannah Jim Morekis, 2018-11-27 Whether you're
chowing down on fresh seafood, diving into local history, or wandering the waterfront, Moon
Savannah reveals the best of this quirky Southern city. Explore the City: Navigate by neighborhood
or by activity, with color-coded maps of Savannah's most interesting areas See the Sights: Take a
guided tour of Fort Pulaski or climb to the top of the Tybee Island Light Station. Stroll bustling
downtown Savannah, visit historic gothic cathedrals, and admire classic antebellum architecture.
Tour the First African Baptist Church, or take the ferry to Cumberland Island National Seashore,
rent a bike, and pedal among the ruins of old mansions Get a Taste of the City: Sample classic fried
chicken, home-style Southern cooking, and the smokiest slabs of barbecue around Bars and
Nightlife: Jam to live music at a pub or kick back with the locals at a fun dive bar (and take your beer
with you in a to-go cup!) Honest Advice: Savannah native Jim Morekis shares a local perspective on
his beloved city Itineraries and Day Trips: Follow itineraries designed for families, beach lovers,
history buffs, foodies, and more, and get outside the city to Hilton Head or the Golden Isles
Full-Color Photos and Detailed Maps Handy Tools: Background information on Savannah's
landscape, history, and culture, tips on getting there and getting around, and advice for travelers
with disabilities, families with children, seniors, and LGBTQ+ travelers With Moon Savannah's local
know-how and practical advice, you can plan your trip your way. Hitting the road? Try Moon Blue
Ridge Parkway Road Trip. Seeing more southern cities? Try Moon Atlanta or Moon Charleston.
  forsyth park fountain history: Mexico-United States Interparliamentary Conference , 1999
  forsyth park fountain history: Thirty-eighth Mexico-United States Interparliamentary
Conference, Savannah, Georgia, June 25-27, 1999 United States. Delegation to the Mexico-United
States Interparliamentary Conference, 1999
  forsyth park fountain history: Savannah Joseph F. Gray, 1911
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