formative assessment for writing

formative assessment for writing is a critical instructional strategy designed to monitor
student progress and provide timely feedback during the writing process. It enables
educators to identify strengths and areas for improvement, guiding students toward
enhanced writing skills and content mastery. Unlike summative assessments, which
evaluate learning at the end of an instructional period, formative assessments focus on
ongoing evaluation to support learning development. This approach incorporates various
techniques such as peer reviews, writing conferences, and drafts, offering multiple
opportunities for students to refine their work. Understanding the principles, methods,
and benefits of formative assessment for writing is essential for educators aiming to
improve student outcomes. This article explores the definition, implementation strategies,
and practical examples of formative assessment for writing, providing a comprehensive
guide to its effective use in educational settings.
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Understanding Formative Assessment for Writing

Formative assessment for writing is an ongoing process that helps both teachers and
students identify the current state of writing skills and knowledge. It serves as a
diagnostic tool, enabling instructors to tailor their teaching methods to address specific
needs. This type of assessment is characterized by its informal nature and frequent
occurrences throughout the writing process. It monitors aspects such as idea
development, organization, grammar, and coherence, providing immediate feedback that
students can use to improve their drafts before final submission. By focusing on
continuous improvement rather than final grades, formative assessment fosters a growth
mindset and encourages active learning in writing education.

Definition and Purpose

The primary purpose of formative assessment in writing is to enhance learning through
timely feedback and reflective practices. It involves collecting evidence of student writing
performance, analyzing this data, and using the insights to guide instructional decisions.
This feedback loop helps students develop critical thinking and self-assessment skills,
which are vital for independent writing proficiency. Formative assessment differs from



summative assessment by emphasizing progress and learning processes rather than
evaluating the final product.

Types of Formative Assessment in Writing

Various formative assessment methods can be employed to support writing development.
These include informal techniques such as teacher observations, student self-assessments,
peer reviews, and writing journals. Formal strategies might involve rubric-based feedback
on drafts, conferencing sessions, and structured writing tasks designed to target specific
skills. Each type serves to provide actionable insights that guide students toward
improved writing competence.

Key Strategies for Implementing Formative
Assessment

Effective implementation of formative assessment for writing requires deliberate planning
and integration into the instructional framework. Teachers should design activities that
promote continuous feedback and active student engagement. Strategies must align with
learning objectives and accommodate diverse learner needs to maximize their impact on
writing development.

Incorporating Peer Feedback

Peer feedback is a powerful formative assessment strategy that encourages collaboration
and critical evaluation. Students review each other's work, offering constructive
comments on elements such as clarity, organization, and style. This process enhances
learners’ analytical skills and provides multiple perspectives on their writing, which can
lead to significant improvements.

Using Writing Conferences

Writing conferences provide personalized opportunities for direct interaction between
instructors and students. These one-on-one or small group sessions allow for detailed
discussions about writing strengths and challenges. Teachers can address specific issues,
model writing techniques, and set targeted goals, fostering a supportive learning
environment.

Implementing Drafting and Revising Cycles

Encouraging students to produce multiple drafts with iterative revisions is central to
formative assessment for writing. This cyclical process emphasizes that writing is a craft
refined over time. Feedback on each draft guides students in making substantive changes,
leading to higher-quality final compositions.



Benefits of Formative Assessment in Writing
Instruction

The use of formative assessment in writing instruction offers numerous advantages for
both educators and learners. It promotes a deeper understanding of writing processes and
cultivates essential skills that extend beyond the classroom. These benefits contribute to
improved educational outcomes and learner confidence.

Enhanced Student Engagement and Motivation

Formative assessment encourages active participation by involving students in their own
learning journey. Receiving frequent, constructive feedback motivates learners to take
ownership of their writing development and strive for continuous improvement.

Improved Writing Skills and Quality

Through targeted feedback and opportunities for revision, students refine critical writing
elements such as organization, coherence, grammar, and vocabulary. This leads to
progressively better writing performance over time.

Data-Driven Instructional Decisions

Formative assessment provides educators with valuable insights into student progress,
enabling data-driven instructional adjustments. Teachers can identify common challenges
and tailor lessons to address specific writing needs effectively.

Challenges and Solutions in Formative
Assessment

While formative assessment for writing is highly beneficial, its implementation can present
challenges. Recognizing and addressing these obstacles is essential to maximize its
effectiveness and sustainability in educational contexts.

Time Constraints

One common challenge is the significant time investment required for providing detailed
feedback and conducting writing conferences. To mitigate this, educators can use peer
review sessions and digital tools to streamline the feedback process while maintaining
quality.



Student Resistance to Feedback

Students may sometimes feel discouraged by critical feedback or reluctant to engage in
self-assessment. Building a classroom culture that values growth and constructive
criticism helps overcome this resistance and fosters a positive attitude toward formative
assessment.

Consistency in Assessment Criteria

Maintaining consistent and clear assessment criteria is crucial to ensure fairness and
clarity. Developing rubrics and shared guidelines supports uniform evaluation and helps
students understand expectations.

Examples of Effective Formative Assessment
Techniques

Various practical techniques demonstrate the effectiveness of formative assessment in
writing instruction. These examples illustrate how different methods can be adapted to
diverse classroom settings and student populations.

Exit Tickets

Exit tickets are brief writing prompts completed at the end of a lesson to assess student
understanding and identify areas needing reinforcement. This quick assessment informs
immediate instructional adjustments.

Graphic Organizers

Using graphic organizers helps students plan and structure their writing systematically.
Teachers can review these organizers to provide formative feedback on organization and
coherence before students begin drafting.

Interactive Writing Journals

Writing journals allow students to practice writing regularly and reflect on their progress.
Teachers respond with feedback and questions, promoting continuous dialogue and
improvement.

Rubric-Based Peer Review

Structured peer review using detailed rubrics guides students in providing focused,
objective feedback. This method enhances critical thinking and helps students internalize



writing standards.

1. Incorporate regular peer feedback sessions to enhance collaborative learning.

2. Schedule writing conferences for personalized guidance and goal setting.

3. Encourage multiple drafting and revising to develop writing skills incrementally.
4. Utilize clear rubrics to standardize assessment criteria and expectations.

5. Leverage quick formative tools like exit tickets to monitor understanding daily.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is formative assessment in writing?

Formative assessment in writing is an ongoing process where teachers evaluate students
writing skills during the learning process to provide timely feedback and guide
improvements before final evaluations.

How does formative assessment benefit student writing
skills?

Formative assessment helps students identify their strengths and areas for improvement,
encourages self-reflection, and promotes continuous development of writing skills through
constructive feedback.

What are common formative assessment methods for
writing?

Common methods include peer reviews, writing conferences, drafts and revisions, rubrics,
checklists, and self-assessment journals.

How can teachers effectively implement formative
assessment in writing classes?

Teachers can implement formative assessment by setting clear writing goals, providing
frequent feedback, encouraging peer collaboration, and using diverse assessment tools to
monitor progress continuously.

What role does feedback play in formative assessment



for writing?

Feedback is crucial as it guides students on how to improve their writing, clarifies
expectations, and motivates learners to revise and enhance their work before final
submission.

How can technology support formative assessment in
writing?
Technology tools like online writing platforms, automated feedback software, and

collaborative documents facilitate real-time feedback, peer editing, and tracking of writing
progress.

What is the difference between formative and
summative assessment in writing?

Formative assessment is ongoing and focuses on improving writing skills during the
learning process, while summative assessment evaluates writing performance at the end
of an instructional period.

How can peer assessment be used as a formative tool in
writing?
Peer assessment allows students to give and receive feedback from classmates, fostering

critical thinking, collaborative learning, and deeper understanding of writing criteria and
quality.

What challenges do teachers face when using formative
assessment for writing?

Challenges include time constraints, providing individualized feedback, ensuring student
engagement, and balancing formative assessment with other instructional responsibilities.

How can formative assessment promote writing
motivation and confidence?

By providing constructive feedback and opportunities for revision, formative assessment
helps students see their progress, build skills gradually, and gain confidence in their
writing abilities.

Additional Resources

1. Embedded Formative Assessment by Dylan Wiliam

This book offers a comprehensive overview of formative assessment practices,
emphasizing their role in improving student learning. Dylan Wiliam provides practical
strategies for embedding assessment into everyday teaching, with a focus on feedback and



student engagement. Although not solely about writing, the principles are highly
applicable to formative assessment in writing instruction.

2. Formative Assessment for Writing: A Guide for Teachers by Katie O’Brien

Katie O’Brien's guide focuses specifically on formative assessment techniques tailored for
writing development. The book includes examples of rubrics, checklists, and peer
assessment methods that help students improve their writing skills over time. It also
discusses how to create a supportive classroom environment that encourages revision and
reflection.

3. Writing Assessment and Instruction for English Language Learners by MaryAnn
Christison and Kenneth R. Bailey

This book addresses formative assessment strategies for writing in classrooms with
English Language Learners (ELLs). It highlights culturally responsive assessment methods
and provides tools for ongoing feedback that supports language development alongside
writing skills. Teachers will find practical advice on differentiating instruction based on
formative data.

4. Feedback in Writing: A Guide for Teachers by Michael B. Smith

Michael B. Smith explores the critical role of feedback in the formative assessment
process for writing. The book offers various approaches to providing constructive,
actionable feedback that motivates students and promotes revision. It also covers how to
balance teacher, peer, and self-assessment to create a dynamic learning environment.

5. Formative Assessment Strategies for Every Classroom by Susan M. Brookhart

While not limited to writing, this book provides an extensive collection of formative
assessment strategies applicable across subjects, including writing. Susan Brookhart
explains how to design assessments that reveal student understanding and inform
instruction. The book offers tools and examples that help teachers integrate assessment
seamlessly into daily lessons.

6. Teaching Writing Through Formative Assessment by Ellen C. Carillo

Ellen Carillo’s book delves into methods of using formative assessment to enhance writing
instruction. It outlines how teachers can collect and analyze student work to guide
instructional decisions and support individual growth. The book includes sample lesson
plans and assessment tools tailored to various writing genres.

7. Using Formative Assessment to Differentiate Writing Instruction by Jennifer L. Fletcher
Jennifer Fletcher presents strategies for using formative assessment data to tailor writing
instruction to diverse learners. The book emphasizes identifying students’ strengths and
areas for improvement, allowing for targeted support. It also discusses how technology
can aid in collecting and analyzing formative writing assessments.

8. Formative Assessment in the Writing Classroom: Tools and Techniques by Laura M.
Green

This resource offers practical tools and techniques specifically designed for formative
assessment in writing classrooms. Laura Green includes examples of rubrics, formative
writing prompts, and student self-assessment checklists. The book also discusses how to
foster a growth mindset through ongoing assessment and reflection.

9. Peer Assessment and Formative Feedback in Writing by Thomas J. Reynolds



Thomas Reynolds focuses on the use of peer assessment as a formative tool in writing
instruction. The book explores strategies for training students to give effective feedback
and how peer review can enhance writing skills. It also addresses challenges and best
practices to ensure that peer assessment is meaningful and supportive.
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formative assessment for writing: Successful Student Writing through Formative
Assessment Harry Grover Tuttle, 2013-09-13 Use formative assessment to dramatically improve
your students’ writing. In Successful Student Writing Through Formative Assessment, educator and
international speaker Harry G. Tuttle shows you how to guide middle and high school students
through the prewriting, writing, and revision processes using formative assessment techniques that
work. This brand new set of strategies includes real writing samples plus easy-to-use applications
that will allow you to monitor, diagnose, and provide continual feedback to your students. You'll help
them perfect their written communication skills and ready them for further growth. Tuttle offers tips
on breaking large writing assignments into several smaller tasks, identifying red flags, varying your
feedback methods, and more. Enhance your instruction by assessing students at specific points
throughout the writing process, and help them to become better writers as a result!

formative assessment for writing: What Student Writing Teaches Us Mark Overmeyer, 2009
This book provides practical suggestions for teachers of writing. Framed within the context of
writing workshop, the book examines the reasons for reading student work and provides various
methods for helping students improve as writers.--[book cover].

formative assessment for writing: Informing Writing Steve Graham, Karen Harris, Michael
Hebert, 2011 During this decade there have been numerous efforts to identify instructional practices
that improve students' writing. These include Reading Next (Biancarosa and Snow, 2004), which
provided a set of instructional recommendations for improving writing, and Writing Next (Graham
and Perin, 2007) and Writing to Read (Graham and Hebert, 2010), which were systematic reviews of
high-quality research that identified effective writing practices for improving both writing and
reading, respectively. Despite these efforts and efforts by others (e.g., Bangert-Drowns, Hurley, and
Wilkinson, 2004; Rogers and Graham, 2008), educators and policymakers need additional
evidence-based practices for improving the writing of students in American schools. One tool with
potential for improving students' ability to effectively convey thoughts and ideas through text is
classroom-based writing assessment. Such formative assessments allow teachers to gauge the
effectiveness of their instructional practices, modify instruction as needed, and provide students
with feedback on writing strengths and areas in need of further development. These assessments
can be administered in a variety of ways in the classroom, including teachers assessing students'
writing, students assessing their own writing, and peers assessing others' writing. This report
provides evidence to answer the following two questions: (1) Does formative writing assessment
enhance students' writing?; and (2) How can teachers improve formative writing assessment in the
classroom? This is the first report to examine the effectiveness of formative writing assessment
(question 1) using the powerful statistical method of meta-analysis. This technique allows
researchers to determine the consistency and strength of the effects of an instructional practice, and
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to highlight practices holding the most promise. This report also identifies best practices in writing
assessment that need to be implemented in order to maximize the accuracy and trustworthiness of
formative writing assessment (question 2). Appended are: (1) Methodology; and (2) Studies and Data
Examined in the Report. (Contains 15 tables.).

formative assessment for writing: A Closer Look Lynne R. Dorfman, Diane Dougherty, 2017
Learning more about our writers with formative assessment. The tools and strategies you need to
use formative assessment to establish an environment where students will internalize ways that they
can assess their own writing and become independent writers. This hands-on guide shares methods
for collecting and managing information, and shows practical, simple, and concise ways to document
student thinking. In the accompanying online videos, the authors demonstrate conferences with
individual writers, small groups, and whole groups. Quick, easy-to-manage assessment methods
emphasize that formative assessment do not have to take a long time to be worthwhile and effective.
Vignettes from classroom teachers, principals, and authors add a variety of perspectives and
classroom experiences on this important topic. -- Provided by publisher.

formative assessment for writing: Formative Assessment for English Language Arts Amy
Benjamin, 2008 First Published in 2008. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.

formative assessment for writing: Informing Writing: The Benefits of Formative Assessment.
A Report from Carnegie Corporation of New York Michael Hebert, 2011 This report (82 pages) from
the Carnegie Corporation of New York examines the effectiveness of formative writing assessment
and identifies best practices in writing assessment. Table of contents: * Executive Summary *
Introduction * Recommendations for Using Formative Writing Assessment to Improve Writing (Use
formative writing assessment to enhance students' writing. Apply best practices for assessing
writing in the classroom) * Implementing the Recommendations * A Research Agenda for the Future
* Conclusion * Appendix A: Methodology * References * Appendix B: Studies and Data Examined in
the Report * Studies Presented and Reviewed in Appendix B.

formative assessment for writing: The SAGE Handbook of Writing Development Roger Beard,
Jeni Riley, Debra Myhill, Martin Nystrand, 2009-07-23 By drawing on international cross-phase and
cross-disciplinary research perspectives, this book offers a comprehensive review of writing
development, invaluable for researchers and practitioners alike.

formative assessment for writing: Expository Writing Mary Helen Crane, 2010-11-01 From
setting the stage to engaging the classroom in understanding the writing process, this book covers
what teachers need to know to instruct students in expository writing. The book is ideal for teachers
who are looking for an easy and logical way to teach expository writing in the elementary grades
especially for at-risk students who have such limited background knowledge. Each lesson is
designed to teach writing in executable steps that produce a high student success rate. Through the
use of the direct instruction model, each leasson plan follows a five-step process: skill instroduction,
modeling, guided practice, structured practice, and independent practice. Most of the lesson plans
include examples to make teacher preparation as painless as possible. Following the 50 carefully
designed and explicit lesson plans are a wealth of resources including a template for the Writer's
Notebook, Night Writes journal entries, word of the day entries and expository writing prompts.

formative assessment for writing: Embedded Formative Assessment Dylan Wiliam,
2011-11-01 Formative assessment plays an important role in increasing teacher quality and student
learning when it’s viewed as a process rather than a tool. Emphasizing the instructional side of
formative assessment, this book explores in depth the use of classroom questioning, learning
intentions and success criteria, feedback, collaborative and cooperative learning, and self-regulated
learning to engineer effective learning environments for students.

formative assessment for writing: Teaching and Assessing Writing in the Primary
School Eithne Kennedy, Gerry Shiel, 2025-02-10 The capacity to write well is fundamental to
success in school and beyond. Yet many children struggle to become proficient writers. Teaching
and Assessing Writing in the Primary School provides a comprehensive guide to the theory, practice




and pedagogical research behind teaching children to write. Supported by case studies and
real-world examples of teaching and learning writing in the classroom, this practical book proposes
a whole-school, research-informed writing framework that engages children while building their
writing skills. Readers will benefit from building their knowledge of the theory and research behind
learning how to write successfully while discovering how they may apply this effectively to their
classroom practice. Firmly grounded in the theory of writing and with clear links to practical
application, chapters explore: Effective pedagogies for teaching children aged 4-12 how to write The
planned and received curriculum for writing, including a whole-school approach Formative and
summative assessment of writing in the classroom Designing and organising a Writing Workshop for
pupils Practical implementation of ‘mini lessons’ to support writing Supporting the needs of diverse
writers within our schools Filled with strategies for teaching, this practical and engaging book will
be an essential resource for anyone working within primary schools, including classroom teachers
(both new and more experienced), teaching assistants, subject leaders, literacy coordinators and
senior leadership.

formative assessment for writing: Formative Assessment of progress in writing skills
and attitudes,

formative assessment for writing: Dynamic Assessment of Students’ Academic Writing Prithvi
N. Shrestha, 2020-09-11 This book explores the application of an innovative assessment approach
known as Dynamic Assessment (DA) to academic writing assessment, as developed within the
Vygotskian sociocultural theory of learning. DA blends instruction with assessment by targeting and
further developing students’ Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD). The book presents the
application of DA to assessing academic writing by developing a set of DA procedures for academic
writing teachers. It further demonstrates the application of Hallidayan Systemic Functional
Linguistics (SFL), combined with DA, to track undergraduate business management students’
academic writing and conceptual development in distance education. This work extends previous DA
studies in three key ways: i) it explicitly focuses on the construction of a macrogenre (whole text) as
opposed to investigations of decontextualized language fragments, ii) it offers the first in-depth
application of the powerful SFL tool to analyse students’ academic writing to track their academic
writing trajectory in DA research, and iii) it identifies a range of mediational strategies and
consequently expands Poehner’s (2005) framework of mediation typologies. Dynamic Assessment of
Students’ Academic Writing will be of great value to academic writing researchers and teachers,
language assessment researchers and postgraduate students interested in academic writing,
alternative assessment and formative feedback in higher education.

formative assessment for writing: A Think-Aloud Approach to Writing Assessment Sarah
Beck, 2018 The think-aloud approach to classroom writing assessment is designed to expand
teachers’ perspectives on adolescent students as writers and help them integrate instruction and
assessment in a timely way. Emphasizing learning over evaluation, it is especially well-suited to
revealing students’ strengths and helping them overcome common challenges to writing such as
writer’s block or misunderstanding of the writing task. Through classroom examples, Sarah Beck
describes how to implement the think-aloud method and shows how this method is flexible and
adaptable to any writing assignment and classroom context. The book also discusses the significance
of the method in relation to best practices in formative assessment, including how to plan
think-aloud sessions with students to gain the most useful information. Teachers required to use
rubrics or other standardized assessment tools can incorporate the more individualized think-aloud
approach into their practice without sacrificing the rigor and consistency more regulated
approaches require. “Details how both students and teachers can benefit from engaging in this
practice, and does so in ways that allow readers to adapt it to their own situations.” —Peter
Smagorinsky, University of Georgia “This is the first truly new way of thinking about assessing
writing that I have encountered in a long time.” —Heidi L. Andrade, University at Albany-SUNY “An
invaluable guide for using think-aloud formative assessments to gain insight into student writing
development. Every high school and college writing instructor should read it!” —Amanda J. Godley,



University of Pittsburgh

formative assessment for writing: Teaching Writing Colin Peacock, 2017-11-28 Originally
published in 1986. The traditional approach to teaching writing concentrates on mastering the
different aspects of writing in the hope that these will eventually unite as a set of integrated skills.
More 'progressive' teachers emphasise that writing is a total process which is 'caught' intuitively
rather than explicitly taught. Both models are partially unsatisfactory, and consequently a third
approach has evolved which seeks to combine the best of both. This book considers this 'systematic’
approach, which seeks to retain the emphasis on writing as a total process but identifies within each
communicative context the set of sub-skills involved. The author discusses and illustrates the
strengths and weaknesses of this approach and the changes in professional thinking and practice
that are essential to its successful adoption. He presents an overview of the nature of the writing
process, to enable teachers to make clearer and more explicit statements about their objectives in
setting classroom writing tasks.

formative assessment for writing: Using Writing as a Formative Assessment in the Science
Classroom Ena Rasmussen, 2013

formative assessment for writing: Becoming a Teacher of Writing in Elementary
Classrooms Donna Kalmbach Phillips, Mindy Legard Larson, 2024-04-01 The Second Edition of
Becoming a Teacher of Writing in Elementary Classrooms is an interactive learning experience
focusing on all aspects of becoming-writer and teacher of writing in the Writing Studio. The Writing
Studio is illustrated with authentic classroom scenarios and include descriptions of assessments,
mini-lessons, mentor texts, and collaborative and individual teaching strategies. The parallel text,
Becoming-Writer, allows readers to engage as writers while learning and applying writing process,
practice, and craft of the Writing Studio. The new edition includes integration of preschool writers,
multilingual learners, translanguaging, culturally sustaining pedagogy, social emotional learning,
Universal Design for Learning and an updated companion website with teacher resources. This
dynamic text supports teachers’ agency in the ongoing journey of joyful teaching and writing.

formative assessment for writing: Assessing Writing to Support Learning Sandra
Murphy, Peggy O'Neill, 2022-11-08 In this book, authors Murphy and O’Neill propose a new way
forward, moving away from high-stakes, test-based writing assessment and the curriculum it
generates and toward an approach to assessment that centers on student learning and success.
Reviewing the landscape of writing assessment and existing research-based theories on writing, the
authors demonstrate how a test-based approach to accountability and current practices have
undermined effective teaching and learning of writing. This book bridges the gap between
real-world writing that takes place in schools, college, and careers and the writing that students are
asked to do in standardized writing assessments to offer a new ecological approach to writing
assessment. Murphy and O’Neill’s new way forward turns accountability inside out to help teachers
understand the role of formative assessments and assessment as inquiry. It also brings the outside
in, by bridging the gap between authentic writing and writing assessment. Through these two
strands, readers learn how assessment systems can be restructured to become better aligned with
contemporary understandings of writing and with best practices in teaching. With examples of
assessments from elementary school through college, chapters include guidance on designing
assessments to address multiple kinds of writing, integrate reading with writing, and incorporate
digital technology and multimodality. Emphasizing the central role that teachers play in systemic
reform, the authors offer sample assessments developed with intensive teacher involvement that
support learning and provide information for the evaluation of programs and schools. This book is an
essential resource for graduate students, instructors, scholars and policymakers in writing
assessment, composition, and English education.

formative assessment for writing: Everyday Content-Area Writing Kathleen Kopp, 2010
Everyday Content-Area Writing shows intermediate-grade teachers how to integrate writing into
daily instruction and use it as an authentic, engaging tool that will develop deeper content-area
understanding. Kathleen Kopp's fun and creative, write-to-learn strategies span the gamut of math,



science, and social studies to show you how to make writing a time-saving, valuable part of your
instructional day. Everyday Content-Area Writing includes: strategies to build background; foster
review, follow-up, and practice through individual and group activities; and teach content-area
vocabulary; note-taking tactics, organizational methods, and ways to save time while bringing
meaning to learning; explanations and guidelines for formative assessments that guide instruction
and summative, post-unit assessments that evaluate student learning; original ideas for
incorporating technology inside and outside the classroom, publishing student work, and
differentiating instruction; and tips for establishing a supportive writing environment. Suggested
writing resources, ready-to-go templates, unit assessment plans, sample projects, and prompts round
out this resource.

formative assessment for writing: Checking for Understanding Douglas Fisher, Nancy
Frey, 2014-12-18 A teacher presents a lesson, and at the end asks students if they understand the
material. The students nod and say they get it. Later, the teacher is dismayed when many of the
students fail a test on the material. Why aren't students getting it? And, just as important, why didn't
the teacher recognize the problem? In Checking for Understanding, Douglas Fisher and Nancy Frey
show how to increase students' understanding with the help of creative formative assessments.
When used regularly, formative assessments enable every teacher to determine what students know
and what they still need to learn. Fisher and Frey explore a variety of engaging activities that check
for and increase understanding, including interactive writing, portfolios, multimedia presentations,
audience response systems, and much more. This new 2nd edition of Checking for Understanding
has been updated to reflect the latest thinking in formative assessment and to show how the
concepts apply in the context of Fisher and Frey's work on gradual release of responsibility, guided
instruction, formative assessment systems, data analysis, and quality instruction. Douglas Fisher and
Nancy Frey are the creators of the Framework for Intentional and Targeted (FIT) TeachingTM. They
are also the authors of numerous ASCD books, including The Formative Assessment Action Plan:
Practical Steps to More Successful Teaching and Learning and the best-selling Enhancing RTI: How
to Ensure Success with Effective Classroom Instruction and Intervention.

formative assessment for writing: Classroom Assessment for Language Teaching Eddy
White, Tahnee Bucher, 2020-02-26 This book focuses where assessment has greatest relevance—the
classroom. A great deal of research related to assessment is focused on ‘the testing industry’,
high-stakes language proficiency testing, and related analytical and statistical reports that are far
removed from teachers’ and students’ experiences in the classroom. Recently, more attention has
been paid to assessment in language classrooms and the many challenges that teachers face in both
measuring and promoting student learning. This book contributes to the body of knowledge related
to teacher assessment competence, and how it is manifested in the decisions they make about
assessment procedures and instruments in their classes. Focused on specific challenges related to
classroom assessment, each chapter reports on particular assessment issues faced by teachers, their
choices regarding such issues, and the consequences (actual or anticipated) of their
decision-making. This book will interest the thousands of teachers globally dealing with the
numerous challenges associated with effective classroom assessment in language learning. This
collection of teacher voices, stories, and investigations provides possible solutions to such
challenges, and will serve to promote assessment literacy in the language teaching profession.
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