fort morgan co history

fort morgan co history is a fascinating story that reflects the broader development of the American West,
military strategy, and community growth. Located in northeastern Colorado along the South Platte River,
Fort Morgan has a rich background that encompasses its origins as a military post, its role in regional
conflicts, and its evolution into a thriving city. This article explores the comprehensive history of Fort
Morgan, Colorado, highlighting key historical milestones, military significance, economic development, and
cultural heritage. By examining these aspects, readers gain insight into how Fort Morgan’s past has shaped
its present identity. The following sections provide a detailed overview of the fort’s establishment, its
strategic importance during the Indian Wars, the transition to civilian settlement, and ongoing historical

preservation efforts.

Origins and Establishment of Fort Morgan

Military Role and Significance

Transition to Civilian Settlement and Economic Growth

Cultural Heritage and Historical Preservation

Origins and Establishment of Fort Morgan

Founding of the Military Post

The history of Fort Morgan, Colorado, begins with its founding as a military post in 1864. Originally called
Camp Wardwell, the fort was established by the United States Army as part of a system of forts designed to
protect settlers and travelers along the Overland Trail and the South Platte River corridor. The location
was selected strategically to serve as a defensive outpost against Native American tribes who resisted the

encroachment of settlers on their traditional lands.

Renaming and Early Development

In 1866, Camp Wardwell was renamed Fort Morgan in honor of Colonel Christopher A. Morgan, who was
killed during the Civil War. The fort’s establishment catalyzed growth in the surrounding area, attracting
civilians who provided goods and services to the military personnel. The initial infrastructure consisted of

wooden buildings, stockades, and supply depots, which were gradually replaced by more permanent



structures over the following decades.

Military Role and Significance

Protection of Settlers and the Overland Trail

Fort Morgan played a critical role in protecting settlers, mail coaches, and freight wagons traveling along
the Overland Trail, a major transportation route connecting the eastern United States with the western
frontier. During the mid-19th century, tensions between Native American tribes and settlers were high,

and the fort served as a base for military patrols aimed at securing safe passage through the region.

Involvement in Indian Wars

The fort’s military significance was particularly notable during the Indian Wars, a series of conflicts
between the United States government and various Native American tribes from the 1860s through the
1880s. Troops stationed at Fort Morgan participated in campaigns intended to suppress resistance and
enforce U.S. policies. The fort’s presence was instrumental in the eventual establishment of peace and the

opening of the region to increased settlement.

Decommissioning of the Fort

As the Indian Wars concluded and the region became more settled, the military importance of Fort
Morgan diminished. The fort was officially decommissioned in 1889, and its facilities were gradually
dismantled or repurposed. The closure marked a transition point, as the site evolved from a military

installation into a community hub.

Transition to Civilian Settlement and Economic Growth

Emergence of the Town of Fort Morgan

Following the fort’s decommissioning, the area around the former military post grew rapidly as a civilian
settlement. The town of Fort Morgan was officially incorporated in 1887, predating the fort’s closure,
reflecting the early establishment of a community alongside the military presence. The population

expanded as settlers arrived to take advantage of the fertile lands along the South Platte River.



Agricultural Development and Irrigation

One of the most significant factors in Fort Morgan’s growth was the development of irrigation systems that
transformed the semi-arid plains into productive farmland. The construction of canals and water
management projects enabled large-scale agriculture, particularly sugar beet farming, which became a
central component of the local economy. This agricultural prosperity attracted businesses, workers, and

families, further solidifying Fort Morgan’s status as a regional economic center.

Railroad Influence

The arrival of the railroad was pivotal to Fort Morgan’s expansion. The Denver Pacific Railway and
Telegraph Company extended lines through the area in the late 19th century, linking Fort Morgan to
larger markets and facilitating the transport of goods and people. The railroad supported commerce,

increased accessibility, and contributed to the diversification of the local economy beyond agriculture.

Cultural Heritage and Historical Preservation

Preservation of Military History

Though the original fort structures no longer stand, efforts have been made to preserve the history of Fort
Morgan’s military past. Local museums and historical societies maintain archives, artifacts, and interpretive
exhibits that educate residents and visitors about the fort’s role in Colorado’s development. Commemorative
events and educational programs emphasize the significance of the fort in the context of westward

expansion and frontier defense.

Community Landmarks and Historical Sites

Fort Morgan is home to several landmarks that reflect its historical legacy. These include historic
downtown buildings, early 20th-century architecture, and preserved sites related to the town’s agricultural
heritage. The community actively promotes heritage tourism, encouraging exploration of its rich past

through walking tours and cultural festivals.

Notable Historical Events

e The establishment of Camp Wardwell in 1864

¢ Renaming to Fort Morgan in 1866



Active military engagement during the Indian Wars

e Incorporation of the Town of Fort Morgan in 1887

¢ Decommissioning of the fort in 1889

Development of irrigation and the sugar beet industry

Arrival of the railroad and subsequent economic expansion

Frequently Asked Questions

When was Fort Morgan, Colorado established?

Fort Morgan, Colorado was established in 1865 as a military fort to protect settlers and travelers along the
Overland Trail.

‘What was the original purpose of Fort Morgan?

The original purpose of Fort Morgan was to serve as a military outpost to protect settlers, stagecoaches, and

mail carriers from Native American attacks during westward expansion.

‘Who was Fort Morgan named after?

Fort Morgan was named after Christopher A. Morgan, a Civil War officer who was killed in action in 1862.

How did Fort Morgan transition from a military fort to a town?

After the military abandoned Fort Morgan in 1868, settlers established a community nearby which grew

into the town of Fort Morgan, benefiting from its location on the railroad and agricultural development.

What role did the railroad play in Fort Morgan’s history?

The arrival of the railroad in the 1870s was crucial to Fort Morgan's growth, transforming it into a

transportation hub and boosting local agriculture and commerce.

Are there any historic sites or museums in Fort Morgan related to its



history?

Yes, the Fort Morgan Museum preserves the area's history, including exhibits on the military fort, pioneer

life, and the development of the town.

How did agriculture influence the development of Fort Morgan?

Agriculture, especially sugar beet farming, became a major economic driver in Fort Morgan, attracting

workers and contributing to the town's growth in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

What Native American tribes were present in the Fort Morgan area
before the fort was established?

The area around Fort Morgan was traditionally inhabited by the Arapaho and Cheyenne tribes before

European-American settlement.

Has Fort Morgan played any significant role in Colorado's broader
history?

Fort Morgan has been significant as a military outpost during westward expansion, a transportation center

with the railroad, and an agricultural hub, reflecting key themes in Colorado's development.

Additional Resources

1. Fort Morgan: Sentinel of the Gulf

This comprehensive history chronicles the establishment and strategic significance of Fort Morgan, located
at the mouth of Mobile Bay in Alabama. It details the fort's role during the Civil War and its influence on
coastal defense in the Gulf region. The book includes firsthand accounts and vivid descriptions of life at the

fort.

2. The Battle of Mobile Bay and Fort Morgan's Role

Focusing specifically on the pivotal Battle of Mobile Bay in 1864, this book examines how Fort Morgan
defended the bay against Union forces. It provides a detailed narrative of the military strategies, key
figures, and the aftermath of the battle. Historical maps and photographs enhance the reader’s

understanding of the conflict.

3. Guardians of the Coast: Fort Morgan Through the Ages

Tracing the evolution of Fort Morgan from its construction in the early 19th century through World War
I, this book explores its changing military importance. It highlights architectural developments,
technological advancements, and the lives of soldiers stationed at the fort. The text offers a broad

perspective on coastal defense history.



4. Fort Morgan and the Civil War: A Southern Stronghold
This volume delves into the fort's Confederate past, revealing its strategic value and the hardships endured
by its defenders. It includes personal letters, military records, and detailed descriptions of sieges and

skirmishes. The book sheds light on the broader impact of the fort on the Civil War in the Gulf South.

5. Echoes from Fort Morgan: Stories of Soldiers and Civilians
A collection of narratives and oral histories from those who lived and worked around Fort Morgan. The
book captures the human side of the fort’s history, including tales of bravery, hardship, and community life.

It provides a poignant look at the social and cultural environment of the area.

6. Fort Morgan: Architecture and Engineering of a Coastal Fortress
This detailed study focuses on the design, construction, and preservation of Fort Morgan’s distinctive brick
and masonry structures. It explains the engineering challenges faced and the methods used to build and

maintain the fort. The book is richly illustrated with architectural drawings and historic photographs.

7. Preserving Fort Morgan: Restoration and Heritage

Covering efforts to restore and maintain Fort Morgan as a historic site, this book highlights the challenges
and successes of preservation work. It discusses the collaboration between government agencies, historians,
and local communities. The narrative emphasizes the importance of safeguarding cultural heritage for

future generations.

8. Fort Morgan and the Maritime History of Mobile Bay
This title explores the fort’s connection to the broader maritime history of Mobile Bay, including trade,
naval warfare, and coastal navigation. It examines how the fort influenced shipping routes and regional

commerce. The book also includes accounts of shipwrecks and naval engagements near the fort.

9. The Legacy of Fort Morgan: From Military Post to Tourist Attraction

Tracing the transformation of Fort Morgan from an active military installation to a popular historic
landmark and tourist destination. The book discusses interpretive programs, visitor experiences, and the
economic impact on the surrounding community. It reflects on how history is preserved and presented in

the modern era.
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fort morgan co history: A Brief History of South Denver & University Park Steve Fisher,
2012-04-01 University Park was founded in the 1880s when the University of Denver (Colorado
Seminary) moved from downtown Denver to land donated by potato farmer Rufus Clark. The
University, founded by Methodists, wanted to escape the urban blight of the city and build an oasis
for education. Liquor production or consumption was not allowed, and though today the area has
many pubs a number of home mortgages to this day contain old covenants forbidding the making or
selling of spirits. Around University Park grew the town of South Denver, which was annexed to the
city of Denver in the early twentieth century. For many years in the late 1800s the primary employer
was the University of Denver, but over time others moved into the area for its attractive homes and
well respected schools. The area has traditionally been upper middle class and has enjoyed one of
the lowest crime rates in the city. At the geographic center of University Park is Observatory Park,
named for the famous Chamberlain Observatory, built in the 1890s and still fully operational with
popular public viewing nights. In the early part of the century Colorado Governor Henry Buchtel
lived in the park, as did a number of famed early DU faculty such as Ammi Hyde, who beat the
freshman boys in an annual foot race well into his 90's. The area boomed after World War II as many
from other parts of the country who were stationed in Colorado chose to remain and make it their
home. The area has remained prosperous and continues to grow, sharing in the overall success that
the Denver metro area has experienced.

fort morgan co history: History of the More Family David Fellows More, 1893

fort morgan co history: History of Colorado State Historical and Natural History Society of
Colorado, 1927

fort morgan co history: Colorado Day by Day Derek Everett, 2020-03-16 Copublished with
History Colorado Colorado Day by Day is an engaging, this-day-in-history approach to the key figures
and forces that have shaped Colorado from ancient times to the present. Historian Derek R. Everett
presents a vignette for each day of the calendar year, exploring Colorado’s many facets through
distilled tales of people, places, events, and trends. Entries incorporate tales from each of the state’s
sixty-four counties and feature both well-known and obscure cultural moments, including events in
Native American, African American, Asian American, Hispano, and women'’s history. Allowing the
reader to explore the state’s heritage as individual threads or as part of the greater tapestry,
Colorado Day by Day recovers much lost history and will be an entertaining and useful source of lore
for anyone who enjoys or is curious about Colorado history.

fort morgan co history: Cultural Resource Guide for Colorado Teachers Kevin J.
McCarthy, 1985

fort morgan co history: Master Register of Bicentennial Projects, February 1976
American Revolution Bicentennial Administration, 1976

fort morgan co history: A Colorado History Carl Ubbelohde, Maxine Benson, Duane A.
Smith, 2006 For forty years, A Colorado History has provided a comprehensive and accessible
panoramic history of the Centennial State. From the arrival of the Paleo-Indians to contemporary
times, this enlarged edition leads readers on an extraordinary exploration of a remarkable place.

fort morgan co history: The Photographic History of the Civil War: Forts and artillery
Francis Trevelyan Miller, Robert Sampson Lanier, 1911 Thousands of scenes photographed 1861-65,
with test by many special authorities.

fort morgan co history: Military History of Wayne County, N.Y. Lewis H. Clark, 1863



fort morgan co history: A Colorado History, 10th Edition Maxine Benson, Duane A. Smith, Carl
Ubbelohde, 2015-12-04 For fifty years, A Colorado History has provided a comprehensive and
accessible panoramic history of the Centennial State. From the arrival of the Paleo-Indians to
contemporary times, this enlarged edition leads readers on an extraordinary exploration of a
remarkable place. A Colorado History has been, since its first appearance in 1965, widely recognized
as an exemplary work of its kind. --The Colorado Magazine Experience Colorado with this new,
enlarged edition of A Colorado History. For fifty years, the authors of this preeminent resource have
led readers on an extraordinary exploration of how the state has changed—and how it has stayed the
same. From the arrival of Paleo-Indians in the Mesa Verde region to the fast pace of the twenty-first
century, A Colorado History covers the political, economic, cultural, and environmental issues, along
with the fascinating events and characters, that have shaped this dynamic state. In print for fifty
years, this distinctive examination of the Centennial State is a must-read for history buffs, students,
researchers—or anyone—interested in the remarkable place called Colorado.

fort morgan co history: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section 170 (c)
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 , 2003

fort morgan co history: The New Empire of the Rockies Steven F. Mehls, 1984 This volume
represents the fourth in a series of five Class 1 Overview histories prepared by the Colorado State
Office, Bureau of Land Management. The purpose of these works is to develop a synthetic history of
a given area in order to provide our managers and staff specialists with a baseline overview of the
history of a district. ... It must be noted that the major cities , like Denver, Colorado Springs,
Boulder, Fort Collins, and Greeley are only mentioned. This is because there is no public land in
these places and the Bureau's mandate is to manage the public lands, not private
estates.--Foreword.

fort morgan co history: The Carey Act and Conservation in Colorado Gerald C. Morton,
2024-10-15 The Carey Act and Conservation in Colorado is an environmental history of the endless
missteps and unforeseen consequences that characterized Colorado’s participation in the Carey
Act—an 1894 federal law that granted one million acres of desert-classified public land to each
western state for private irrigation development and settlement. In this inclusive narrative, author
Gerald Morton reveals how this obscure law affected thirty-four of Colorado’s most arid stretches of
landscape. Morton contextualizes the Carey Act’s significance in Colorado through a study of the
Two Buttes and Muddy Creek projects in the state’s southeastern corner—tragic examples of the
disconnect among developers seeking windfall profits in the face of financial rollercoasters, the
challenge of reclaiming remote sagebrush country, and settlers seeking viable livelihoods that
eventually led conservationists to reimagine the failures as public wildlife refuges. A collision of
values between developers and settlers lay at the center of those wildlife habitat conservation
efforts, forcing people to rethink their relationship with the land and ephemeral streams—an
awareness that correlated with the advent of modern ecology. The Carey Act and Conservation in
Colorado is the untold story of the manipulation of nature and the reconceived use of land for public
wildlife areas on the southern plains of the American West. Offering original research on arid lands
policy, federal and state agency oversight, irrigation bond financing, heartbroken settlers’
grievances, individual developers’ motives, and the rise of wildlife conservation, this compelling tale
of misfortune will appeal to scholars and general readers interested in conservationist and
environmental history in the American West.

fort morgan co history: A Brief History of Baldwin County Martha M. Albers, 1928 An effort to
put in brief but permanent form the many scattered records of historic Baldwin.
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