cuyahoga falls historical society

cuyahoga falls historical society serves as a vital institution dedicated to
preserving and promoting the rich heritage of Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio.
Established with the mission to safeguard the city’s historical artifacts,
documents, and stories, the society plays a crucial role in educating the
public about the region’s past. From early settlement days to the growth of
industry and community life, the Cuyahoga Falls Historical Society offers
valuable insights into the evolution of this vibrant city. This article
explores the society’s history, its collections and archives, community
programs, and the impact it has on local cultural preservation. Additionally,
it highlights how the society collaborates with other organizations and
engages residents through various educational and outreach initiatives. The
following sections provide a detailed overview of the Cuyahoga Falls
Historical Society and its ongoing efforts to keep local history alive.

e History and Mission of the Cuyahoga Falls Historical Society

Collections and Archives

Educational Programs and Community Outreach

e Preservation Efforts and Historic Sites

Collaboration and Partnerships

History and Mission of the Cuyahoga Falls
Historical Society

The Cuyahoga Falls Historical Society was founded to preserve the unique
history of Cuyahoga Falls and to promote awareness of the city’s cultural
heritage. Since its inception, the society has worked to collect, protect,
and interpret historical items that define the community’s identity. Its
mission emphasizes education, preservation, and community involvement to
ensure that future generations understand the significance of Cuyahoga Falls’
past.

Founding and Development

Originally established by a group of local historians and community leaders,
the society has grown into a well-respected organization that serves as the
primary resource for historical research in the area. Over the years, it has
expanded its archives and improved its facilities to better accommodate
public access and preservation needs.

Core Mission and Objectives

The primary objectives of the Cuyahoga Falls Historical Society include the
collection and preservation of historical artifacts, facilitating public
education through exhibits and programs, and fostering community pride by



highlighting Cuyahoga Falls’ historical significance. These goals guide the
society’s activities and initiatives.

Collections and Archives

The Cuyahoga Falls Historical Society maintains an extensive collection of
artifacts, documents, photographs, and other materials related to the city’s
history. These archives provide invaluable resources for researchers,
students, and residents interested in exploring the local heritage.

Artifacts and Memorabilia

The society’s artifact collection includes items from the early settlement
period, industrial tools, household objects, and memorabilia that reflect the
cultural and social life of Cuyahoga Falls residents throughout history.
These tangible pieces offer a direct connection to the past.

Photographic and Document Archives

One of the society’s strengths lies in its comprehensive photographic
archives, which visually document the city’s development, architecture, and
community events. Additionally, historical documents such as newspapers,
letters, maps, and official records are preserved to provide context and
detailed information.

Access and Research Opportunities

The society provides public access to its archives through an organized
research center. Scholars, genealogists, and history enthusiasts can utilize
these resources for educational purposes, contributing to a deeper
understanding of Cuyahoga Falls’ historical narrative.

Educational Programs and Community Outreach

Education is a cornerstone of the Cuyahoga Falls Historical Society’s
activities. The organization develops and implements a variety of programs
aimed at engaging the community and fostering appreciation for local history.

School Programs and Workshops

The society partners with local schools to offer history-based curriculum
support, field trips, and interactive workshops. These programs help students
learn about regional history in a hands-on and immersive manner.

Public Lectures and Exhibits

Regularly scheduled lectures, exhibits, and presentations provide
opportunities for community members to explore specific historical topics and



themes. These events often feature guest speakers, historians, and experts in
various fields related to Cuyahoga Falls’ past.

Special Events and Celebrations

The society hosts annual events that celebrate important historical
milestones and cultural heritage, including heritage days, anniversary
commemorations, and guided tours of historic sites. These events encourage
community participation and pride.

Preservation Efforts and Historic Sites

Preserving the physical history of Cuyahoga Falls is a key focus of the
historical society. Through advocacy, restoration projects, and maintenance
of historic properties, the society helps protect the city’s architectural
and cultural landmarks.

Historic Building Restoration

The society has been involved in restoring and maintaining several historic
buildings within the city, ensuring that significant structures remain intact
and accessible for educational and cultural use. These efforts help retain
the city’s historical character.

Historic Site Tours

Guided tours organized by the society introduce residents and visitors to
important historic sites, providing detailed narratives about the buildings’
origins, architectural styles, and roles in Cuyahoga Falls’ development.

Advocacy for Preservation

The society actively collaborates with local government and preservation
organizations to promote policies and initiatives that safeguard historic
sites and promote sustainable preservation practices.

Collaboration and Partnerships

The Cuyahoga Falls Historical Society works closely with a variety of
organizations, institutions, and community groups to enhance its impact and
broaden access to local history resources.

Local Government and Cultural Institutions

Partnerships with municipal agencies and cultural institutions help support
the society’s preservation and educational goals. These collaborations
facilitate funding opportunities, joint events, and coordinated heritage
initiatives.



Community Organizations and Volunteers

The society relies on the active involvement of volunteers and cooperation
with community organizations to carry out its programs and projects.
Volunteer efforts contribute significantly to archival work, event planning,
and outreach activities.

Regional and State Historical Networks

Participation in broader historical networks allows the society to share
resources, expertise, and best practices with other historical societies and
museums across Ohio, strengthening statewide efforts to preserve cultural
heritage.

Preservation of local artifacts and documents

Educational outreach through schools and public programs
e Restoration and maintenance of historic buildings
e Community engagement via events and tours

e Partnerships with governmental and cultural organizations

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Cuyahoga Falls Historical Society?

The Cuyahoga Falls Historical Society is an organization dedicated to
preserving and promoting the history of Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio through
educational programs, exhibits, and community events.

Where is the Cuyahoga Falls Historical Society
located?

The Cuyahoga Falls Historical Society is located in Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio,
typically housed in a historic building or museum within the city.

What exhibits can I see at the Cuyahoga Falls
Historical Society?

The society features exhibits on local history, including early settlement,
industrial development, notable residents, and historic landmarks of Cuyahoga
Falls.

Does the Cuyahoga Falls Historical Society offer
educational programs?

Yes, the society offers various educational programs and workshops for



students, adults, and community groups focused on the heritage and history of
Cuyahoga Falls.

How can I become a member of the Cuyahoga Falls
Historical Society?

You can become a member by visiting the society’s website or contacting them
directly to sign up and support their mission, often with benefits like
newsletters and event invitations.

Are there volunteer opportunities at the Cuyahoga
Falls Historical Society?

Yes, the society welcomes volunteers to help with events, preservation
projects, museum tours, and administrative tasks.

What historic sites are associated with the Cuyahoga
Falls Historical Society?

The society is connected with several historic sites in Cuyahoga Falls, such
as the 0ld Stone Church, the DeWitt Historical Museum, and other local
landmarks.

Does the Cuyahoga Falls Historical Society host
special events?

Yes, they regularly host special events including historical reenactments,
lectures, heritage festivals, and seasonal celebrations.

How does the Cuyahoga Falls Historical Society
preserve local history?

The society preserves history by maintaining archival collections, restoring
historic buildings, conducting oral history projects, and publishing research
on Cuyahoga Falls.

Can I access historical records through the Cuyahoga
Falls Historical Society?

Yes, the society provides access to historical records, photographs, and
documents for researchers, genealogists, and the general public.

Additional Resources

1. Echoes of Cuyahoga Falls: A Journey Through Time

This book delves into the rich history of Cuyahoga Falls, tracing its
development from a small settlement to a bustling city. It features stories
of early settlers, industrial growth, and the community’s resilience through
changing times. With photographs and personal accounts, it offers readers an
intimate look at the city’s past.

2. Waterways and Industry: The Backbone of Cuyahoga Falls



Focusing on the vital role of the Cuyahoga River and local waterways, this
book explores how water power fueled the city's industrial boom. It details
the rise of mills, factories, and transportation networks that shaped the
economic landscape. The historical society’s archives provide rare images and
documents illustrating this transformative era.

3. Pioneers and Patriots: Founding Families of Cuyahoga Falls

This volume highlights the lives and contributions of the city's earliest
families and leaders. Through genealogical research and oral histories,
readers gain insight into the social fabric and cultural heritage of Cuyahoga
Falls. The book celebrates the pioneers’ spirit and their lasting impact on
the community.

4. Historic Homes and Landmarks of Cuyahoga Falls

A visual and narrative tour of the city’s most notable historic buildings and
neighborhoods, this book showcases architectural styles spanning two
centuries. It documents preservation efforts led by the historical society
and encourages appreciation for local heritage. Each chapter includes maps
and detailed descriptions of key sites.

5. Cuyahoga Falls in the Great Depression: Stories of Struggle and Hope

This book captures the challenges faced by residents during the 1930s
economic downturn. Through diaries, newspaper articles, and interviews, it
reveals how the community banded together to endure hardships. The historical
society’s collection enriches the narrative with authentic period artifacts.

6. Celebrating Community: Festivals and Traditions of Cuyahoga Falls
Highlighting the cultural events and annual celebrations that define the
city’s identity, this book explores how traditions have evolved over time. It
includes photographs and stories from local festivals, parades, and civic
gatherings. The historical society’s involvement in preserving these customs
is also documented.

7. Women of Influence: Trailblazers in Cuyahoga Falls History

This inspiring book profiles influential women who shaped various aspects of
the city’s development, from education and politics to business and social
reform. It draws on archival materials and interviews to bring their stories
to life. The historical society honors their legacies as part of Cuyahoga
Falls' diverse heritage.

8. From Railroads to Highways: Transportation’s Role in Cuyahoga Falls’
Growth

Tracing the evolution of transportation infrastructure, this book examines
how railroads, streetcars, and highways connected Cuyahoga Falls to the
broader region. It details the impact of these networks on commerce and daily
life. Historic maps and engineering plans from the historical society’s
archives enhance the narrative.

9. Preserving the Past: The Story of the Cuyahoga Falls Historical Society
This book chronicles the founding and ongoing work of the Cuyahoga Falls
Historical Society itself. It highlights key preservation projects, community
outreach, and educational programs that have safeguarded the city’s history.
Readers gain an appreciation for the society’s vital role in maintaining
Cuyahoga Falls' heritage for future generations.
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cuyahoga falls historical society: Cuyahoga Falls Jeri Holland, 2016 VIlew images of a
quintessential American town in this treasure trove of Cuyahoga, OH postcards. Welcome to
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio, a small American town that epitomizes America itself. With a history dating
back to the rough decades when the land was a deep wilderness inhabited by natives and
adventure-seeking Europeans, the town grew into an industrial juggernaut, weathered disasters,
embraced inventiveness, and spearheaded progress. Between these covers readers will find a
treasure trove of postcards from a colorful past. From grand old buildings and daily town life to the
natural beauty and resources of the Cuyahoga River, the images in Postcard History Series:
Cuyahoga Falls reflect memories of Americana and times long since past.

cuyahoga falls historical society: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section
170 (c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, 2003

cuyahoga falls historical society: Publication , 1991

cuyahoga falls historical society: Haunted Akron Jeri Holland, 2011-01-09 The ruins of an
industrial past provide the perfect haunting grounds in this spirited Ohio city. Run down the
apparitions that float down Rubber City streets and facades like the shadow of a passing blimp.
Stroll along forgotten canals amid the restless chatter and clank of spirits cut down before their
hard lives became easier. Catch a show at the Civic Theater with a “former” engineer who
prophesied that death wouldn’t keep him from work. A more restive spirit is that of John Tedrow, a
twenty-something mauled and murdered during a drunken brawl in 1882; he wails for help and
resolution. In this ghostly tour through Akron’s haunted and sometimes brutal past, paranormal
specialist and historian Jeri Holland digs into the ghost tales and local legends that linger here like
this city’s industrial heritage. “Haunted Akron is a tour of events, places and creepy legends.”
—Ohio.com

cuyahoga falls historical society: Genealogical Research in Ohio Kip Sperry, 2003 This
research guide describes Ohio sources for family history and genealogical research. It also includes
extensive footnotes and bibliographies, addresses of repositories that house Ohio historical and
genealogical records and oral histories, and addresses of chapters of the Ohio Genealogical Society.
Valuable Ohio maps conclude this work ... This new edition describes many Ohio sources on the
Internet and compact discs, as well as additional genealogical and historical sources and
bibliographies of Ohio sources--Preface.

cuyahoga falls historical society: The Challenges of Dam Removal and River Restoration
Jerome V. DeGraff, James Erwin Evans, 2013-02-01 River restoration is a societal goal in the United
States. This collection of research articles focuses on our current understanding of the impacts of
removing dams and the role of dam removal in the larger context of river restoration. The papers are
grouped by topic: (1) assessment of existing dams, strategies to determine impounded legacy
sediments, and evaluating whether or not to remove the dam; (2) case studies of the hydrologic,
sediment, and ecosystem impacts of recent dam removals; (3) assessment of river restoration by
modifying flows or removing dams; and (4) the concept of river restoration in the context of
historical changes in river systems--Provided by publisher.

cuyahoga falls historical society: Ohio Train Disasters Jane Ann Turzillo, 2014-11-11 In
nearly a century of heavy rail travel in Ohio, a dozen train accidents stand out as the most horrific.
In the bitter cold, just after Christmas 1876, eleven cars plunged seventy-five feet into the frigid
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water below. The stoves burst into flames, burning to death all who were not killed by the fall. Fires
cut short the lives of forty-three people in the head-on Doodlebug collision in Cuyahoga Falls in 1940
and eleven people in a train wreck near Dresden in 1912. Author Jane Ann Turzillo unearths these
red-hot stories of ill-fated passengers, heroic trainmen and the wrecking crews who faced death and
destruction on Ohio's rails.

cuyahoga falls historical society: Haunted Monroe County, Michigan Jeri Holland, 2023
Monroe County is home to some of the creepiest, most haunted sites in Michigan. Soldiers killed in
the Massacre at River Raisin in 1813 continue to march through those battlefields today. Just south
of the battle-scarred fields, entrepreneur Jimmy Hayes haunts Angelo's Northwood Villa, a
roadhouse with a questionable past. Down the road at Frog Leg Inn, once a bawdy house, the ghosts
of the Licavoli gangsters still linger looking for a good time. Then, there's Lake Monroe, waiting for
the next of its endless drowning victims. Join author Jeri Holland on a spine-tingling tour of the
area's most paranormally active locales.

cuyahoga falls historical society: Genealogist's Address Book. 6th Edition Elizabeth Petty
Bentley, 2009-02 This book is the answer to the perennial question, What's out there in the world of
genealogy? What organizations, institutions, special resources, and websites can help me? Where do
I write or phone or send e-mail? Once again, Elizabeth Bentley's Address Book answers these
questions and more. Now in its 6th edition, The Genealogist's Address Book gives you access to all
the key sources of genealogical information, providing names, addresses, phone numbers, fax
numbers, e-mail addresses, websites, names of contact persons, and other pertinent information for
more than 27,000 organizations, including libraries, archives, societies, government agencies, vital
records offices, professional bodies, publications, research centers, and special interest groups.

cuyahoga falls historical society: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section
170 (c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, 1987

cuyahoga falls historical society: Silver Lake Park Mary L. McClure, 2014-04-07 From modest
beginnings as a local swimming and fishing spot, Silver Lake Park, established by Ralph H. Lodge in
the 1870s, quickly grew to become one of northeast Ohios most popular amusement parks. Thanks
to its many exciting offerings, which included two roller coasters, a miniature railway, a
merry-go-round, a dance pavilion, water toboggans, steamboat rides, live animal exhibits, and many
other unique features, the park attracted up to 10,000 to 20,000 visitors a day from across Ohio and
surrounding states. Always anxious to add new and thrilling attractions to the park, the Lodge family
also introduced features described as the first public aquarium in the state of Ohio and the first
aviation field in Summit County. In later years, the park added a popular Chautauqua, bringing the
leading musical acts, entertainers, and orators of the day to the community.

cuyahoga falls historical society: Classic Restaurants of Summit County Sharon Moreland
Myers, Images Courtesy of the Akron Beacon Journal—Summit Memory Project, 2018-06-18 Akron
and Summit County's classic hot spots have satisfied palates since the early twentieth century.
Akron alone could sit up to thirty thousand people at once during the golden age of the '50s and
'60s. Marcel's made a name for itself with its scampi, and Icaomini's became synonymous with
lobster. Ladd's dished crowd-pleasing coney dogs, and Yanko's sliced up its mouthwatering shish
kabobs. Digging up vintage images and recipes, author Sharon Myers leads readers on a delectable
trip down memory lane to the area's most renowned and cherished eateries.

cuyahoga falls historical society: Ghosts and Legends of Northern Ohio William G. Krejci,
2019 Hauntings and eerie tales abound in northern Ohio. Does Esther Hale, believed to have been
executed for witchcraft, really haunt Columbiana County's Bowman Cemetery? Is Lonesome Lock on
the Ohio and Erie Canal as haunted as rumors say? Do restless spirits stalk the rooms at the Wolf
Creek Tavern in Norton and the Rider's Inn of Painesville? Do the ruins of Gore Orphanage echo
with the ghastly wails of children said to have died in a fire long ago? Author William G. Krejci
guides this supernatural journey through the most chilling legends of northern Ohio. Some stories
are debunked. Some long-standing mysteries are solved. Some new mysteries come to light.

cuyahoga falls historical society: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section



170 (c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 United States. Internal Revenue Service, 1989

cuyahoga falls historical society: Collections Of The State Historical Society Of
Wisconsin State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1879 Vol. 1 includes a memoir of Dr Draper and
the early records of the Society (1849-54)

cuyahoga falls historical society: Lost Akron Mark ]. Price, 2015-07-20 From a prehistoric
locale like the Big Falls of the Cuyahoga River to the cavernous 1970s majesty of the Coliseum,
explore the places that have melted away in Akron's changing landscape. Remember M. O'Neil
Company? Akron Times-Press? The North Hill Viaduct? WAKR-TV? Norka Soda? Rolling Acres Mall?
These are icons that all defined the city and its people. For those who live in Akron, for those who
have moved away and for those too young to remember the Rubber City's heyday, author Mark J.
Price takes a fascinating look at fifty vanished landmarks from Akron's past.

cuyahoga falls historical society: Catalogue of the Library of the State Historical
Society of Wisconsin: First [to fifth] supplements. [Additions from 1873-1887 State
Historical Society of Wisconsin. Library, 1878 Includes titles on all subjects, some in foreign
languages, later incorporated into Memorial Library.

cuyahoga falls historical society: Catalogue of the library of the State historical society of
Wisconsin, by D.S. and I. Durrie Daniel Steele Durrie, 1878

cuyahoga falls historical society: Collections of the State Historical Society of
Wisconsin State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1908

cuyahoga falls historical society: Directory, Historical Societies and Agencies in the United
States and Canada , 1973
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