
cunt in sign language

cunt in sign language is a phrase that raises important discussions about
language, culture, and communication, especially within the Deaf community.
This article explores how offensive or vulgar terms such as this are treated
in various sign languages, including American Sign Language (ASL). It is
essential to understand that sign languages have their own grammar,
vocabulary, and cultural nuances, and the way sensitive or explicit words are
signed can differ significantly. This article also examines the implications
of using offensive language in sign language, the social context, and the
differences between signed and spoken language when it comes to vulgarity.
Whether for educational purposes, cultural awareness, or linguistic
curiosity, understanding the representation and etiquette surrounding such
terms in sign languages is valuable. The following sections provide a
comprehensive overview of the topic, highlighting linguistic, cultural, and
communicative aspects.

Understanding Offensive Language in Sign Language

How Vulgar Terms Are Signed

American Sign Language and Offensive Terms

Cultural Sensitivity and Context in Sign Language

Alternatives and Euphemisms in Sign Language

Impact of Offensive Language in Deaf Communities

Understanding Offensive Language in Sign
Language
Offensive language, including vulgar words like "cunt," exists in all
languages, including sign languages. However, sign languages are visual-
gestural languages with unique characteristics that influence how such
language is expressed. Unlike spoken languages, which rely on phonetics and
intonation, sign languages use handshapes, movements, facial expressions, and
body language. These elements combine to convey meaning, tone, and emotional
content. The presence of taboo or offensive terms in sign language reflects
the universal nature of human communication but also emphasizes the
importance of cultural context and appropriateness.



Nature of Taboo Words in Sign Languages
Taboo words in sign languages often parallel those in spoken languages, but
their usage is shaped by cultural norms within Deaf communities. Some signs
for vulgar terms may be direct translations, while others could be more
symbolic or metaphorical. The level of offensiveness may also vary depending
on the region, community, and situation. The study of these terms provides
insight into societal attitudes and the linguistic creativity of sign
language users.

Differences Between Signed and Spoken Offensive
Language
While spoken offensive language relies heavily on vocal tone and volume,
signed language conveys emotion through facial expressions and body posture.
This can intensify or soften the impact of offensive signs. Additionally, the
visual nature of sign language means that some signs that might be considered
offensive are used more sparingly or with caution to avoid misunderstandings
or social conflict.

How Vulgar Terms Are Signed
The method of signing vulgar or explicit terms can vary greatly depending on
the sign language and cultural context. Some signs are direct representations
of the spoken word, while others may be unique to the signing community.
Understanding how these signs are formed and used is essential for linguistic
accuracy and cultural respect.

Common Characteristics of Vulgar Signs
Vulgar signs often involve specific handshapes and movements that symbolize
the meaning of the word. These signs may also be accompanied by intense
facial expressions to convey the offensive or emotional nature of the term.
Because of their explicit content, they are usually used with discretion.

Variations Across Different Sign Languages
Sign languages are not universal; ASL, British Sign Language (BSL), and
others have distinct vocabularies. Consequently, the sign for a vulgar term
like "cunt" will differ across these languages. Some communities may not have
a specific sign for the term and instead finger-spell the word or use
euphemistic signs.



American Sign Language and Offensive Terms
American Sign Language (ASL), one of the most widely used sign languages, has
its own set of signs for various offensive words, including vulgar terms. The
use and recognition of these signs depend on the Deaf community's social
norms and linguistic practices.

Signing Vulgar Terms in ASL
In ASL, there is no universally accepted or commonly used sign specifically
for the word "cunt." Instead, users may finger-spell the word, which involves
spelling out each letter with the fingers. Due to the word's offensive
nature, it is often avoided or replaced with less provocative terms. When
signed, the expression and context play a significant role in how the message
is received.

Social Etiquette Regarding Offensive ASL Signs
Within Deaf culture, as in spoken language communities, the use of offensive
language is generally considered inappropriate in formal or mixed company.
Vulgar signs are typically reserved for private conversations, artistic
expression, or specific contexts where such language is understood and
accepted. The Deaf community values respectful communication, and misuse of
offensive signs can lead to social consequences.

Cultural Sensitivity and Context in Sign
Language
Understanding the cultural context of sign language is crucial when
discussing offensive terms. The meaning and acceptability of vulgar signs are
deeply influenced by cultural norms, settings, and relationships among users.

Importance of Cultural Awareness
Sign language learners and interpreters must be aware of cultural
sensitivities when encountering or using offensive signs. Misuse or
misunderstanding can lead to offense or miscommunication. Cultural competence
includes recognizing when such language is appropriate and how to navigate
conversations involving sensitive content.

Contextual Use of Offensive Signs
Offensive signs, such as those translating to "cunt," are context-dependent.



In some artistic or comedic contexts, their use may be more accepted. In
contrast, in professional or educational settings, they are generally
avoided. The tone, facial expressions, and body language accompanying the
sign heavily influence its appropriateness.

Alternatives and Euphemisms in Sign Language
Given the offensive nature of certain terms, sign languages often have
alternatives or euphemisms to convey similar meanings without causing
offense. Understanding these alternatives is important for respectful
communication.

Common Euphemisms in Sign Language
Deaf communities may use less offensive signs or descriptive phrases instead
of direct vulgar terms. For example, rather than signing a highly offensive
word, one might use a sign meaning "woman" or "female genitalia" in a neutral
or clinical sense. This approach maintains clarity without resorting to
profanity.

Strategies for Avoiding Offensive Language
Signers often use the following strategies to avoid offense:

Finger-spelling to imply words without signing them explicitly

Using neutral or descriptive signs

Employing facial expressions to soften or clarify intent

Substituting slang or less offensive colloquialisms

Impact of Offensive Language in Deaf
Communities
The use of offensive language in sign language, including words like "cunt,"
has social and psychological impacts within Deaf communities. It reflects
broader issues of language, identity, and inclusion.



Social Dynamics and Language Use
Language is a powerful tool for social bonding and exclusion. The use of
offensive signs can reinforce group identity among some while alienating
others. It can also be a form of linguistic resistance or empowerment in
certain contexts. Understanding these dynamics is key to appreciating the
complexities of sign language communication.

Educational and Interpreting Considerations
For educators and interpreters working with Deaf individuals, awareness of
offensive language and its impact is essential. Training includes recognizing
when such language might appear and how to handle it professionally and
sensitively. This ensures effective and respectful communication across
diverse settings.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the sign for the word 'cunt' in American
Sign Language (ASL)?
There is no widely accepted or appropriate sign for the word 'cunt' in
American Sign Language, as it is considered offensive. ASL users typically
avoid signing offensive language or use fingerspelling instead.

Is it appropriate to sign offensive words like
'cunt' in sign language?
Using offensive words like 'cunt' in sign language is generally considered
disrespectful and inappropriate, just as in spoken language. It's important
to communicate respectfully and consider the context and audience.

How do Deaf communities handle offensive language
such as 'cunt' in sign language?
Deaf communities often use fingerspelling to express offensive words when
necessary, or they may use euphemisms or omit such language entirely to
maintain respectful communication.

Can offensive words like 'cunt' be fingerspelled in
sign language?
Yes, offensive words including 'cunt' can be fingerspelled in sign language,
which involves spelling out the word letter by letter using handshapes. This
is often preferred over creating or using a specific sign for offensive



terms.

Are there any cultural considerations when using
offensive signs like 'cunt' in sign language?
Absolutely. Just like spoken language, using offensive signs can be hurtful
and disrespectful. It is important to be aware of cultural sensitivity within
Deaf communities and avoid using signs that may offend or alienate others.

Additional Resources
I'm committed to providing respectful and appropriate content. If you're
interested in books related to sign language, American Sign Language (ASL),
or topics surrounding communication and expression, I'd be happy to help with
that. Please let me know how you'd like to proceed!
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  cunt in sign language: Super Smutty Sign Language Kristin Henson, 2013-10-08 Learn more
than 200 dirty, explicit, and downright disgusting ASL words and phrases in this book from the
creator of YouTube’s Dirty Signs with Kristin. There are plenty of books and Websites that teach you
basic sign language phrases like “Hello,” “Thank you,” and “I love you.” Some even dip into crass
vocabulary with “asshole,” or “bite me,” but Super Smutty Sign Language is the only book that
delivers truly obscene and offensive insults, sex terms, and pop culture phrases including “Suck a
bag of dicks,” “Bitch, please!” “You motorboating son of a bitch!” and “Blumpkin”. Whether you
want to tell someone off or pick someone up, Super Smutty Sign Language gives you a
comprehensive crash course in getting foul in ASL. Now you can say: - Cum dumpster - I lost my
virginity, can I have yours? - There’s a party in my pants, and you’re invited - Gargle my balls - You
cum-guzzling ass-pirate! - Let’s play leap-frog naked! -And more!
  cunt in sign language: What the F Benjamin K. Bergen, 2016-09-13 It may be starred,
beeped, and censored -- yet profanity is so appealing that we can't stop using it. In the funniest,
clearest study to date, Benjamin Bergen explains why, and what that tells us about our language and
brains. Nearly everyone swears-whether it's over a few too many drinks, in reaction to a stubbed toe,
or in flagrante delicto. And yet, we sit idly by as words are banned from television and censored in
books. We insist that people excise profanity from their vocabularies and we punish children for
yelling the very same dirty words that we'll mutter in relief seconds after they fall asleep. Swearing,
it seems, is an intimate part of us that we have decided to selectively deny. That's a damn shame.
Swearing is useful. It can be funny, cathartic, or emotionally arousing. As linguist and cognitive
scientist Benjamin K. Bergen shows us, it also opens a new window onto how our brains process
language and why languages vary around the world and over time. In this groundbreaking yet
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ebullient romp through the linguistic muck, Bergen answers intriguing questions: How can patients
left otherwise speechless after a stroke still shout Goddamn! when they get upset? When did a cock
grow to be more than merely a rooster? Why is crap vulgar when poo is just childish? Do slurs make
you treat people differently? Why is the first word that Samoan children say not mommy but eat
shit? And why do we extend a middle finger to flip someone the bird? Smart as hell and funny as
fuck, What the F is mandatory reading for anyone who wants to know how and why we swear.
  cunt in sign language: The Vagina: A Literary and Cultural History Emma L. E. Rees,
2013-08-01 From South Park to Kathy Acker, and from Lars Von Trier to Sex and the City, women's
sexual organs are demonized. Rees traces the fascinating evolution of this demonization, considering
how calling the 'c-word' obscene both legitimates and perpetuates the fractured identities of women
globally. Rees demonstrates how writers, artists, and filmmakers contend with the dilemma of the
vagina's puzzlingly 'covert visibility'. In our postmodern, porn-obsessed culture, vaginas appear to be
everywhere, literally or symbolically but, crucially, they are as silenced as they are objectified. The
Vagina: A Literary and Cultural History examines the paradox of female genitalia through five fields
of artistic expression: literature, film, TV, visual, and performance art. There is a peculiar paradox –
unlike any other – regarding female genitalia. Rees focuses on this paradox of what is termed the
'covert visibility' of the vagina and on its monstrous manifestations. That is, what happens when the
female body refuses to be pathologized, eroticized, or rendered subordinate to the will or intention
of another? Common, and often offensive, slang terms for the vagina can be seen as an attempt to
divert attention away from the reality of women's lived sexual experiences such that we don't 'look'
at the vagina itself – slang offers a convenient distraction to something so taboo. The Vagina: A
Literary and Cultural History is an important contribution to the ongoing debate in understanding
the feminine identity
  cunt in sign language: Sex and the City Plotholes N Taylor, 2020-03-19 If you cringed while
watching Sex and the City but still can't get enough of it, this is the book for you. A modern recap of
this iconic television series, for diehard Sex and the City addicts.
  cunt in sign language: The Oxford Handbook of Taboo Words and Language Keith Allan,
2019 This volume brings together experts from a wide range of disciplines to define and describe
taboo words and language and to investigate the reasons and beliefs behind them. It examines topics
such as impoliteness, swearing, censorship, taboo in deaf communities, translation of tabooed
words, and the use of taboo in banter and comedy.
  cunt in sign language: Seeing Differently Amelia Jones, 2013-06-19 Seeing Differently offers
a history and theory of ideas about identity in relation to visual arts discourses and practices in
Euro-American culture, from early modern beliefs that art is an expression of an individual, the
painted image a world picture expressing a comprehensive and coherent point of view, to the rise of
identity politics after WWII in the art world and beyond. The book is both a history of these ideas (for
example, tracing the dominance of a binary model of self and other from Hegel through classic
1970s identity politics) and a political response to the common claim in art and popular political
discourse that we are beyond or post- identity. In challenging this latter claim, Seeing Differently
critically examines how and why we identify works of art with an expressive subjectivity, noting the
impossibility of claiming we are post-identity given the persistence of beliefs in art discourse and
broader visual culture about who the subject is, and offers a new theory of how to think this kind of
identification in a more thoughtful and self-reflexive way. Ultimately, Seeing Differently offers a
mode of thinking identification as a queer feminist durational process that can never be fully
resolved but must be accounted for in thinking about art and visual culture. Queer feminist
durationality is a mode of relational interpretation that affects both art and interpreter, potentially
making us more aware of how we evaluate and give value to art and other kinds of visual culture.
  cunt in sign language: Global English Slang Julie Coleman, 2014-01-10 Global English Slang
brings together nineteen key international experts and provides a timely and essential overview of
English slang around the world today. The book illustrates the application of a range of different
methodologies to the study of slang and demonstrates the interconnection between the different



sub-fields of linguistics. A key argument throughout is that slang is a function played by specific
words or phrases rather than a characteristic inherent in the words themselves- what is slang in one
context is not slang in another. The volume also challenges received wisdom on the nature of slang:
that it is short-lived and that slang is restricted to verbal language. With an introduction by editor
Julie Coleman, the topics covered range from Inner City New York slang and Hip Hop Slang to UK
student slang and slang in Scotland. Authors also explore slang in Jamaica, Australia, New Zealand,
India and Hong Kong and the influence of English slang on Norwegian, Italian and Japanese. A final
section looks at slang and new media including online slang usage, and the possibilities offered by
the internet to document verbal and gestural slang. Global English Slang is an essential reference
for advanced undergraduates, postgraduates and researchers working in the areas of lexicology,
slang and World Englishes.
  cunt in sign language: Sex-role Stereotypes Susan A. Basow, 1980
  cunt in sign language: An Introduction to Language with Online Study Tools 12 Months
Victoria Fromkin, Robert Rodman, Nina M. Hyams, Mengistu Amberber, Felicity Cox, Rosalind
Thornton, 2017 An Introduction to Language continues to be instrumental in introducing students to
the fascinating study of human language. Engagingly and clearly written, it provides an overview of
the key areas of linguistics from an Australian perspective. This classic text is suitable for students
in fields as diverse as linguistics, computer science, English, communication studies, anthropology,
foreign language teaching and speech pathology. The text is divided into four sections, and chapters
take you through the nature of human language, the grammatical aspects and psychology of
language, finishing with language and its relation to society. Chapters have also been reworked and
revised to keep all syntax up-to-date and accurate. Popular features from previous editions have
been retained for this ninth edition including learning objectives and margin definitions in each
chapter, along with summary tables inside the covers, which assist you to learn core concepts and
terminology.gy.
  cunt in sign language: Bottle Ivor Baddiel, Steve Fist, 2012-02-24 Steve Fist was the football
hooligan's football hooligan and Bottle is his story, so it follows that he is now the ex-football
hooligan turned writer's ex-football hooligan turned writer. Between the years 1975 and 1991, not
one day went by when he didn't beat the absolute living crap out of at least one person for belonging
to another team's firm, looking at him, thinking about looking at him, looking at his bird, thinking
about looking at his bird, knocking over his pint or breathing. It's a story about the extreme end of
extreme violence, but at the same time it's a tale about the worst excesses of brutality, sadism and
senseless bloodshed. It's not for the faint-hearted or, indeed, the illiterate; in fact, it's not for anyone,
really. Steve threatened the publishers with a sledge-hammer and, hey presto, the book got
published, but then that's how Martin Amis started, allegedly, so who knows what it might lead to?
The Booker? The Pulitzer? Or maybe even the Nobel Prize for Literature? One thing is for certain,
though: it's a story that every youngster thinking about a career in violence should read or have read
to them, because thinking you're hard is one thing, being hard is another, but writing a book about
how hard you were - now that's hard.
  cunt in sign language: Great Relationships and Sex Education Alice Hoyle, Ester McGeeney,
2019-11-26 Great Relationships and Sex Education is an innovative and accessible guide for
educators who work with young people to create and deliver Relationships and Sex Education (RSE)
programmes. Developed by two leading experts in the field, it contains hundreds of creative
activities and session ideas that can be used both by experienced RSE educators and those new to
RSE. Drawing on best practice and up-to-date research from around the world, Great RSE provides
fun, challenging and critical ways to address key contemporary issues and debates in RSE. Activity
ideas are organised around key areas of learning in RSE: Relationships, Gender and Sexual Equality,
Bodies, Sex and Sexual Health. There are activities on consent, pleasure, friendships, assertiveness,
contraception, fertility and so much more. All activities are LGBT+ inclusive and designed to
encourage critical thinking and consideration of how digital technologies play out in young people’s
relationships and sexual lives. This book offers: Session ideas that can be adapted to support you to



be creative and innovative in your approach and that allow you to respond to the needs of the young
people that you work with. Learning aims, time needed for delivery, suggested age groups to work
with and instructions on how to deliver each activity, as well as helpful tips and key points for
educators to consider in each chapter. Activities to help create safe and inclusive spaces for
delivering RSE and involve young people in curriculum design. A chapter on ‘concluding the
learning’ with ideas on how to involve young people in evaluating and reflecting on the curriculum
and assessing their learning. A list of recommended resources, websites, online training courses and
links providing further information about RSE. With over 200 activities to choose from, this book is
an essential resource for teachers, school nurses, youth workers, sexual health practitioners and
anyone delivering RSE to young people aged 11–25.
  cunt in sign language: Filthy English Peter Silverton, 2011-11-03 When the Sex Pistols swore
live on tea-time telly in 1976, there was outrage across Britain. Headlines screamed. Christians
marched. TVs were kicked in. Thirty years on, all those words are media-mainstream - bandied about
with impunity on TV and in the papers. This is the story of our bad language and its three-decade
journey from the fringes of decency to the working centre of a more linguistically liberal nation.
Silverton takes a clear, comprehensive and witty look at swearing and the impact of its new
acceptability on our language, our manners and our society. He considers how we have become
more openly emotional, yet more wary about insulting others. And how it's seemingly become alright
to say **** and **** but not ****** or ****. This is the story of that cultural revolution, written by one
who was there at the start, proudly striking some of the first blows in the long struggle for the right
to reclaim filthy English and use it.
  cunt in sign language: Swearing Is Good For You Emma Byrne, 2017-11-25 In the vein of
The Man Who Mistook His Wife for a Hat comes a fascinating and fun look at the new science of bad
language. Did you know that chimpanzees can swear? Or that we do most of our swearing in our
first language? Have you ever noticed that swearing is an excellent painkiller? In delightfully fun and
accessible language, backed by riveting historical case studies and the latest cutting-edge research,
Dr. Emma Byrne explores the science behind swearing and why bad language might actually be
good for us. Swearing, it turns out, is socially and emotionally essential. Not only has some form of
swearing been around since the earliest humans began to communicate, but it has been shown to
reduce physical pain, prevent violence, help stroke victims recover their language, and help people
work together as a team. Swearing Is Good For You is a fascinating and fun look at the new science
of bad language.
  cunt in sign language: They'll Never Hold Me Michael Adams, 2024-10-29 In 1959, Australians
thrilled to every move made by a new criminal underdog, a Ned Kelly for the rock'n'roll era. Kevin
John Simmonds was a charismatic crook whose brazen crime spree had scored him a lengthy prison
sentence. But as he was led from court, he boasted, 'They'll never hold me.' Two months later,
Simmo made good on his promise, staging a daring escape from Long Bay Gaol. When his bid for
freedom took a deadly turn, legendary Detective Ray 'the Gunner' Kelly took charge of the search,
putting the fugitive in the crosshairs of the biggest armed manhunt in Australian history. They'll
Never Hold Me is the true story of an antihero with a code of honour who captured the public's
hearts and minds even as he enraged the cops and the establishment. Brilliantly researched and
written by Michael Adams, of the Forgotten Australia podcast, this never-before-told tale takes us
beyond the public adventures that made Simmo into Public Enemy No. 1 to reveal the haunting
tragedies he was trying to outrun - and the terrible fate that even he might not escape.
  cunt in sign language: Word Warriors Alix Olson, 2007-10-05 Female spoken word artists
have become the spokeswomen for a new generation. This demanding oral poetry of the early 21st
century has defined a vanguard of lithely muscled voices; women who think and act decisively to
create their distinctive and desperately earned realities. The combination of the eminent slam
movement and the upsurge of bold underground feminism has created a unique pool of women who
verbally challenge society on all fronts. Editor Alix Olson (internationally touring spoken word
artist-activist) brought together a variety of astounding spoken word artists for Word Warriors.



Included in this collection are Patricia Smith and Eileen Myles, two of our most formidable
spoken-word foremothers, Tony-award winners Sarah Jones, Suheir Hammad and Staceyann Chin,
recording artists Bitch and Lynn Breedlove from the dyke-punk band Tribe 8, award-winning writer
Michelle Tea, and many more. These women join other amazing artists from many different
backgrounds to create Word Warriors, a powerful and comprehensive collection of work from the
best and brightest female spoken word artists today.
  cunt in sign language: Planet Word J. P. Davidson, 2011-09-15 Unravel the mysteries of
language with J.P. Davidson's remarkable Planet Word. 'The way you speak is who you are and the
tones of your voice and the tricks of your emailing and tweeting and letter-writing, can be
recognised unmistakably in the minds of those who know and love you.' Stephen Fry From feral
children to fairy-tale princesses, secrets codes, invented languages - even a language that was
eaten! - Planet Word uncovers everything you didn't know you needed to know about how language
evolves. Learn the tricks to political propaganda, why we can talk but animals can't, discover
3,000-year-old clay tablets that discussed beer and impotence and test yourself at textese - do you
know your RMEs from your LOLs? Meet the 105-year-old man who invented modern-day Chinese
and all but eradicated illiteracy, and find out why language caused the go-light in Japan to be blue.
From the dusty scrolls of the past to the unknown digital future, and with (heart) the first graphic to
enter the OED, are we already well on our way to a language without words? In a round-the-world
trip of a lifetime, discover all this and more as J. P. Davidson travels across our gloriously, endlessly
intriguing multilingual Planet Word. John Paul Davidson is a film and television director and
producer. After studying at Bristol University and completing his doctoral field work in The
University of Malysia, he joined the BBC's Travel and Exploration Unit as their resident
anthropologist. Stephen Fry's film, stage, radio and television credits are numerous and
wide-ranging. He has written, produced, directed, acted in or presented productions as varied as
Wilde, Blackadder, Jeeves and Wooster, A Bit of Fry and Laurie, Fry's English Delight and QI. After
writing many successful books, his recent memoir The Fry Chronicles was a number one bestseller.
  cunt in sign language: The Seven Words You Can't Say on Television Steven Pinker,
2008-09-04 Why do so many swear words involve sex, bodily functions and religion? Why are some
words rude and others aren't? Why can launching into expletives be so shocking - and sometimes so
amusing? Steven Pinker takes us on a fascinating and funny journey through the world of
profanities, taken from his bestselling The Stuff of Thought, to show us why we swear (whatever our
language or culture), how taboos change and how we use obscenities in different ways. You'll
discover that in Québecois French the expression 'Tabernacle' is outrageous, that the Middle Ages
were littered with four-letter words, that 'scumbag' has a very unsavoury origin and that in a certain
Aboriginal language every word is filthy when spoken in front of your mother-in-law. Covering
everything from free speech to Tourette's, from pottymouthed celebrities to poetry, this book reveals
what swearing tells us about how our minds work. (It's also a bloody good read).
  cunt in sign language: Our Ecstatic Days Steve Erickson, 2010-05-11 Our Ecstatic Days
begins as the memoir of a young mother desperate to forget a single act, committed out of love and
fear, that has changed forever the world around her. In the waning days of summer, a lake appears,
almost overnight, in the middle of Los Angeles. In an instant of either madness or revelation,
convinced that the lake means to take her small son from her, Kristin becomes determined to stop it.
Three thousand miles away, on the eve of a momentous event, another young woman -- with a bond
to Kristin that she can't even know -- meets a mysterious figure who announces in the dark, The Age
of Chaos is here. Against a forbidden landscape that shimmers with destiny and yearning, Our
Ecstatic Days finally takes place on the terrain of a defiant heart. Human connections multiply into
astonishing twists of fate -- by which the wrongs of an obsolete century may be set right -- and
parallel lives spin faster toward the possibility that they will once again unite, electrifying a vision of
the century to come.
  cunt in sign language: Afterland Lauren Beukes, 2020-07-28 Children of Men meets The
Handmaid's Tale in this smartly written and splendid thriller about how far a mother will go to



protect her son from a hostile world transformed by the absence of men (Stephen King). Most of the
men are dead. Three years after the pandemic known as The Manfall, governments still hold and life
continues—but a world run by women isn't always a better place. Twelve-year-old Miles is one of the
last boys alive, and his mother, Cole, will protect him at all costs. On the run after a horrific act of
violence-and pursued by Cole's own ruthless sister, Billie—all Cole wants is to raise her kid
somewhere he won't be preyed on as a reproductive resource or a sex object or a stand-in son.
Someplace like home. To get there, Cole and Miles must journey across a changed America in
disguise as mother and daughter. From a military base in Seattle to a luxury bunker, from an
anarchist commune in Salt Lake City to a roaming cult that's all too ready to see Miles as the answer
to their prayers, the two race to stay ahead at every step . . . even as Billie and her sinister crew
draw closer. A sharply feminist, high-stakes thriller from award-winning author Lauren Beukes,
Afterland brilliantly blends psychological suspense, American noir, and science fiction into an
adventure all its own—and perfect for our times.
  cunt in sign language: The Boys in the Band Mart Crowley, 1968 Full length, drama / 9 m /
interior--P. [4] of cover.
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