cubs spring training in arizona

cubs spring training in arizona is a highly anticipated event for baseball fans, especially
those loyal to the Chicago Cubs. Each year, the Cubs head to Arizona to prepare for the
upcoming Major League Baseball season, taking advantage of the state's ideal weather and
top-notch facilities. Spring training offers a unique opportunity to see players up close in a
more relaxed setting, witness new talent, and experience the vibrant baseball culture that
thrives in Arizona. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the Cubs’ spring
training in Arizona, covering the location, schedule, key players to watch, fan experiences,
and travel tips. Whether planning to attend or simply wanting to understand the
significance of the Cubs’ presence in Arizona, this guide offers valuable insights into
everything surrounding Cubs spring training.

Location and Facilities

Spring Training Schedule and Games

Key Players and Prospects

Fan Experience and Attractions

Travel and Accommodation Tips

Location and Facilities

Wrigley Field in Arizona

The Chicago Cubs conduct their spring training at Sloan Park, located in Mesa, Arizona.
Sloan Park is a state-of-the-art baseball facility that opened in 2014 and serves as the
largest spring training stadium by capacity in Major League Baseball, seating approximately
15,000 fans. This venue was designed to replicate the feel of the Cubs' home field, Wrigley
Field in Chicago, providing a familiar atmosphere for players and fans alike. The stadium
features modern amenities, ample seating, and excellent sightlines, making it a top
destination for fans attending Cubs spring training in Arizona.

Training Complex and Amenities

Beyond the main stadium, the Cubs’ training complex includes multiple practice fields,
batting cages, and clubhouse facilities. These areas are equipped with advanced training
technology and resources that enable players to refine their skills effectively. The complex
provides players with an ideal environment to prepare physically and mentally for the
regular season. Additionally, Sloan Park offers various concessions, merchandise shops, and



fan engagement zones that enhance the overall spring training experience.

Spring Training Schedule and Games

Typical Spring Training Timeline

The Cubs’ spring training in Arizona typically begins in late February and runs through late
March, culminating just before the start of the regular MLB season. During this period,
players participate in daily practices, workouts, and exhibition games. These games are
crucial for coaches to evaluate player performance, experiment with lineups, and finalize
the roster for the regular season. The schedule includes both intra-squad scrimmages and
official Cactus League games against other MLB teams based in Arizona.

Cactus League Participation

The Cubs are part of the Cactus League, a collection of MLB teams that conduct spring
training in Arizona. Games are held in various stadiums across the Phoenix metropolitan
area, providing fans with opportunities to watch multiple teams in close proximity. The
Cubs’ Cactus League opponents often include teams such as the Chicago White Sox, Los
Angeles Dodgers, and San Francisco Giants. This league fosters a competitive yet friendly
environment that showcases rising stars and veteran players alike.

Sample Game Schedule

e Week 1: Exhibition games against regional rivals
e Week 2: Matchups with National League Central Division teams
e Week 3: Final tune-ups and roster evaluations

e Week 4: Season opener preparation and media events

Key Players and Prospects

Veteran Players to Watch

During Cubs spring training in Arizona, many established players showcase their readiness
for the upcoming season. Veterans use this time to recover from the offseason, regain form,
and build team chemistry. Key players often include the team’s star pitchers, infielders, and



outfielders, whose performances can set the tone for the Cubs’ competitive prospects in the
regular season. Monitoring these players during spring training provides insights into the
team’s strategy and potential areas of strength.

Emerging Prospects and Rookies

Spring training is also a critical stage for prospects and rookies to make an impression.
Young players compete for roster spots and opportunities to break into the major leagues.
The Cubs organization is known for developing talented prospects, and Arizona spring
training allows these athletes to gain valuable experience against major league
competition. Fans often get an early glimpse of future stars during these sessions, making
the Cubs spring training in Arizona an exciting event for talent scouting and player
development.

Player Development Focus

Coaches emphasize skill development, conditioning, and mental preparedness throughout
spring training. The Cubs’ staff uses data analytics and performance tracking to tailor
training programs for each player. This approach ensures that athletes maximize their
potential and contribute meaningfully during the regular season. The blend of veteran
leadership and youthful enthusiasm creates a dynamic environment conducive to growth
and success.

Fan Experience and Attractions

Game Day Atmosphere

Attending Cubs spring training in Arizona offers fans a unique and intimate game day
experience. The smaller stadium size compared to regular-season venues allows spectators
to get closer to the action and interact with players. Fans enjoy a relaxed environment with
various food and beverage options, family-friendly activities, and opportunities to collect
autographs. The festive atmosphere fosters community and camaraderie among Cubs
supporters and baseball enthusiasts.

Local Attractions and Events

Mesa and the greater Phoenix area provide numerous attractions for visitors attending
spring training. These include hiking trails, golf courses, cultural landmarks, and shopping
districts. Special events coordinated around Cubs spring training, such as fan festivals,
autograph sessions, and youth clinics, enhance the overall experience. Visitors can combine
their love of baseball with exploring Arizona’s natural beauty and vibrant local culture.



Tips for Fans

Arrive early to secure good seating and enjoy pre-game activities

Bring sunscreen and wear comfortable clothing due to Arizona’s warm climate

Purchase tickets in advance, especially for weekend games and popular matchups

Explore nearby restaurants and entertainment options for a full day experience

Engage with social media and team apps for updates and exclusive content

Travel and Accommodation Tips

Getting to Mesa, Arizona

Mesa is conveniently accessible via Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport, which serves
as the main gateway for travelers attending Cubs spring training in Arizona. From the
airport, visitors can use rental cars, taxis, or rideshare services to reach Sloan Park and
nearby accommodations. The region’s well-developed transportation infrastructure makes
travel straightforward and efficient.

Where to Stay

Accommodations range from budget-friendly hotels to upscale resorts in Mesa and the
greater Phoenix area. Many visitors prefer staying close to Sloan Park to minimize commute
times. Amenities such as pools, fitness centers, and complimentary shuttles to the stadium
are popular among spring training attendees. Early booking is recommended due to high
demand during the spring training season.

Additional Travel Considerations

e Reserve rental cars in advance to ensure availability

Check weather forecasts and pack accordingly

Plan for potential traffic delays during game days

Explore public transportation options for cost-effective travel

Utilize local visitor centers for maps and event information



Frequently Asked Questions

When does the Chicago Cubs' spring training start in
Arizona?

The Chicago Cubs' spring training in Arizona typically begins in mid-February, with exact
dates announced annually by the team.

Where do the Chicago Cubs hold their spring training in
Arizona?

The Chicago Cubs hold their spring training at Sloan Park in Mesa, Arizona.

Can fans attend Cubs spring training games in Arizona?

Yes, fans can attend Cubs spring training games at Sloan Park, with tickets available for
purchase online and at the stadium.

What are some key players to watch during Cubs spring
training in Arizona?

Key players to watch include established stars, top prospects, and players competing for
roster spots, with updates provided by the team throughout spring training.

Are there any special events or fan experiences during
Cubs spring training in Arizona?

Yes, Sloan Park offers various fan experiences such as autograph sessions, fan festivals,
and interactive activities during Cubs spring training.

How can | get to Sloan Park for Cubs spring training
games?

Sloan Park is located in Mesa, Arizona, accessible by car with parking available, and some
public transportation options; details are provided on the Cubs' official website.

What health and safety protocols are in place for Cubs
spring training in Arizona?

Health and safety protocols vary by year but often include measures such as mask
requirements, social distancing, and sanitation stations in accordance with local guidelines.



Are Cubs spring training games in Arizona televised or
streamed?

Yes, many Cubs spring training games are televised locally and streamed online through
official MLB platforms or the Cubs' media channels.

Additional Resources

1. Spring Dreams: Cubs' Journey Through Arizona

This book offers an in-depth look into the Chicago Cubs' spring training experience in
Arizona. It captures the anticipation, challenges, and camaraderie that define the team's
preparation for the regular season. Readers gain insight into the players' routines, coaching
strategies, and the vibrant atmosphere of the Cactus League.

2. Under the Arizona Sun: Cubs Spring Training Chronicles

A compelling narrative that chronicles the Cubs' spring training adventures amidst the
Arizona desert. The book highlights key moments, breakthrough performances, and the
evolving team dynamics as players vie for roster spots. It also delves into the local culture
and how it shapes the spring training experience.

3. Cubs Camp: Behind the Scenes in Arizona

This behind-the-scenes account reveals the inner workings of the Cubs' spring training
camp. From early morning drills to media interactions, the book provides exclusive access
to the players, coaches, and staff. Fans will appreciate the personal stories and candid
moments that bring the training camp to life.

4. Arizona Cactus League: Cubs' Path to the Season

Focusing on the competitive environment of the Cactus League, this book explores how the
Cubs prepare to face rivals in Arizona. It details game strategies, player development, and
the importance of spring training in shaping the upcoming MLB season. The vivid
descriptions immerse readers in the sights and sounds of the league.

5. Rising Stars: Cubs Prospects in Arizona

Highlighting the young talent emerging during spring training, this book profiles Cubs
prospects making their mark in Arizona. It discusses their backgrounds, skills, and potential
impact on the team's future. The narrative captures the excitement and hope surrounding
these up-and-coming players.

6. From Mesa to Glory: Cubs' Arizona Spring Saga

Set in Mesa, Arizona, this book traces the Cubs' preparation journey from the first practice
to the final exhibition game. It emphasizes the team's growth, leadership, and resilience
throughout the training period. Readers experience the highs and lows that define the road
to a successful season.

7. Field of Dreams: Cubs Spring Training Stories

A collection of inspiring and memorable stories from Cubs players and coaches during
spring training in Arizona. These anecdotes reveal the human side of baseball, including
moments of triumph, struggle, and humor. The book celebrates the spirit of the game and
the bonds formed in the desert.



8. Desert Diamonds: Cubs' Spring Training Legacy

This book explores the history and tradition of the Cubs' spring training in Arizona. It traces
the evolution of the facilities, fan engagement, and memorable seasons played under the
desert sun. The narrative honors the legacy and significance of this annual baseball
pilgrimage.

9. Breaking Camp: Cubs' New Beginnings in Arizona

Focusing on transitions and fresh starts, this book examines how spring training in Arizona
serves as a launching pad for new players and coaching philosophies. It highlights changes
in roster, tactics, and team culture that emerge during the camp. Readers gain an
understanding of how spring training shapes the Cubs' identity each year.
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cubs spring training in arizona: Chicago Cubs Firsts Al Yellon, 2024-06-04 In the more than
140-year-history of the Chicago Cubs, fans have been treated to countless firsts — well-known things
such as the first Cubs Black player (Ernie Banks), the first night game at Wrigley (August 9, 1988 vs.
the Mets), the first to win a Gold Glove and Silver Slugger in the same year (Ryne Sandberg), and
the first Cubs pitcher to win the Cy Young Award (Ferguson Jenkins). The list goes on. In Chicago
Cubs Firsts, Al Yellon presents the stories behind those and other firsts in Cubs history in
question-and-answer format. More than a mere trivia book, Yellon's collection includes substantive
answers to the question of “Who (or when) was the first...?” on a variety of topics, many of which
will surprise even seasoned fans of the North Siders.

cubs spring training in arizona: Cubs Forever Bob Vorwald, 2008-03-01 Cubs Forever
celebrates the 60-year romance between the team, the superstation, and the fans. It brings to life
some of the great games and moments in the team's history, such as Ernie Banks' 500th home run,
the first night game at Wrigley Field, and four no-hitters. Add in stories from the men who work
behind the scenes at Wrigley and WGN, plus interviews with the team's many stars over this
six-decade period, and you have a baseball bonanza for fans of all ages.

cubs spring training in arizona: Arizona Day Trips by Theme Leigh Wilson, 2020-03-17
Your All-in-One Guide to Arizona’s Best Outings! If you've ever asked, “What should we do today?”
then you’ve never seen Arizona Day Trips by Theme. This comprehensive guide to the Grand Canyon
State is jam-packed with nearly 250 of Arizona’s top spots for fun and entertainment. Take a simple
day trip, or string together a longer vacation of activities that catch your interest. Destinations in the
book are organized by themes, such as Airplanes & Railroads, Festivals, Ghost Towns & the Wild
West, and Outdoor Adventures. So you can decide what to do and then figure out where to do it.
Useful for singles, couples, and families—visitors and residents alike—this guide by Leigh Wilson
encompasses a wide range of interests. Discover the state’s unique attractions—lakes, museums,
national parks, scenic drives, and more. The book’s handy size makes it perfect for bringing along on
your road trips. Plus, with tips for other things to do in the area, you're sure to maximize the fun on
every outing. With Arizona Day Trips by Theme at your fingertips, you’ll always have something to
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cubs spring training in arizona: The Bilko Athletic Club Gaylon H. White, 2014-03-06
During the 1956 baseball season in the city of Los Angeles, Mickey Mantle’s pursuit of Babe Ruth’s
single-season home run record was matched only by the day-to-day drama of Steve Bilko’s exploits in
the Pacific Coast League. While Mantle was winning the Triple Crown in the American League, Bilko
was doing the same in the highest of all the minor leagues with the Los Angeles Angels. He led the
league hitters in eight categories, and the Angels romped to the pennant. Bilko hit one mighty home
run after another to earn Minor League Player of the Year honors and inspire the team’s nickname,
“The Bilko Athletic Club.” The Bilko Athletic Club tells the story of the 1956 Los Angeles Angels, a
team of castoffs and kids built around Steve Bilko, a bulky, beer-loving basher of home runs.Author
Gaylon H. White provides an intimate portrait of life in minor league baseball in the 1950s and gives
readers a glimpse inside the heads and hearts of the players as they experience the same doubts and
frustrations many face in the pursuit of a dream. The Angels’ unforgettable season unfolds through
stories told by the players themselves, as they racked up runs and rolled to a 107-61 won-loss
record, finishing sixteen games ahead of their closest competitor. Featuring in-depth interviews with
Steve Bilko and twenty-five of his ‘56 Angels teammates, The Bilko Athletic Club also includes
several photos and is highlighted by never-before-told anecdotes. A fascinating account of a season
to remember, The Bilko Athletic Club will take fans and historians of the national pastime back to
the golden era of baseball.

cubs spring training in arizona: Maybe Next Year Greg Pearson, 2016-10-29 Sports fans are
a devoted bunch, win or lose. Millions sit in the wind and the cold, watching their team slip ever
further from the playoffs--only to come back for more next year. What is it that keeps them going?
This book, published just before the Cubs ended the longest active drought in pro sports, features
more than 100 loyal followers of 23 teams who explain their reasons for never giving up. They tell
stories of devotion and determination: the Toronto Maple Leafs fans who got married, on the ice,
before a game; the Sacramento Kings supporters who fought to keep their team from leaving town;
and the fans of Mississippi State football with their never-say-die cowbells. For these fans, optimism
outweighs disappointment.

cubs spring training in arizona: Chicago Cubs Fred Mitchell, 2013-03 Mitchell catches up
with former Cubs players-- some of them famous, some of them obscure, all of them unforgettable.
Find out what happened after the gloves came off.

cubs spring training in arizona: 100 Things Cubs Fans Should Know & Do Before They
Die Jimmy Greenfield, 2016-05-01 This lively, detailed book explores the personalities, events, and
facts every Cubs fan should know. More than a look at the century-long wait for another World
Series win, the book contains crucial information for Cubs fans, such as important dates, player
nicknames, memorable moments, and outstanding achievements by singular players. This guide to
all things Cubs also includes a list of must-do Cubs-related activities, which include taking in Wrigley
field, traveling to Arizona for spring training, and sipping beers at the best Cubs bars around the
country.This new, updated edition features the new generation of Cubs stars, including manager Joe
Maddon, sluggers Anthony Rizzo and Kris Bryant, and ace Jon Lester.

cubs spring training in arizona: Cubs Time Andrew Lee, 2020-05-15 Book Delisted

cubs spring training in arizona: The Zobrist Family: Look What God Can Do Tom Zobrist,
2017-12-05 Look What God Can Do is a heartwarming story of family and faith. Pastor Tom Zobrist
shares insights on how God works in our lives, as well as wisdom that he has garnered over decades
of service to the Lord as an Air Force recruit, student, minister, husband, father, and friend. This
deeply personal story reveals lessons learned over a lifetime of faith and service, with practical
Christian advice on topics ranging from marriage and child-rearing to baseball coaching and more.
Follow Tom'’s journey of faith from his high school days in Morton, Illinois, to game seven of the
2016 World Series, where his son Ben made history as the MVP of the world champion Chicago
Cubs. You'll learn, as Tom and his family have learned, what incredible things God can do if you just
let him work through you.



cubs spring training in arizona: Cubbing R. Rathbone Leonard, 2010-07-13 Right Now You
Are Cubbing Whether you are at Wrigley Field, discussing the baseball team at work, or reading
about the Cubs—you are Cubbing. Just thinking about the Cubs—you are Cubbing. Just writing about
the Cubs—I am Cubbing, and pleased you have joined me as we go Cubbing. In the 2009 season, the
Cubs were in first place by two percentage points on July 31. From the start of Spring Training as
related in this book, my Cubbing comments were positive as I was positive about the 2009 season.
The first three months I felt that the Cubs any day would pull away from the pack. And when in late
July they started making their move, actually being in first place by a percentage point, I just knew
they were on their way. As Lou Piniella would say, I really knew. I said “Go, Cubs, Go” to friends and
strangers alike. I placed a large placard with a W in a window. And I kept Cubbing for this book with
the day-to-day games, other activities, and here and there a remembrance and comment of the Cubs
in years gone by—some of them, I'm sure, never before related. And then in Florida, between the
second and third innings July 31, a billy goat actually walked on the field and strutted in front of the
dugout mocking the Cubs. Was this a renewal of Bill Sianis’ 1945 curse? Could be. Within a week the
descent had begun, the Cardinals were flying high, and the Cubs had gone into hibernation.
Consider this: The month of July the Cubs won 18 and lost six. Then the goat strolled. The month of
August the Cubs lost 17 and won only 11. The Billy Goat Curse of 1945, taking its toll once again. It
must be real, really real. How else can you explain happenings such as the black cat strolling in front
of Ron Santo in 1969, the Playoff failures of 1984 and 1989, the Bartman incident of 2003, and the
more recent collapses, especially the Dodgers’ sweep of the 2008 Playoffs. I have begun to believe.
There is no other explanation. The words were uttered thusly by Bill Sianis: “The Cubs no win here
no more.” However, a one hundred-plus year of losing hasn’t deterred Cubbing. So join me. Let’s go
Cubbing. —Russ Leonard

cubs spring training in arizona: Social Media Isn't Social Al Maag, 2025-07-30 With humor
and insight born of decades of experience, Al Maag shares what he learned during his Chicago
childhood in the 1950s and 60s, a stark contrast to the current C-generation that has grown up with
electronic gadgets. Social Media Isn't Social shows why online social media cannot replace
face-to-face human connection, and reveals the critical real-life social skills you need to succeed
today in business and in life.

cubs spring training in arizona: Cubs Fred Mitchell, 2004 Written by veteran Chicago
Tribune sportswriter Mitchell, this unique look back at Chicago baseball history researches 50
former Cubs players--some of them famous, many of them fairly obscure, all of them unforgettable.

cubs spring training in arizona: Baseball Fantography Andy Strasberg, 2012-04-08 A treasury
of candid photos and behind-the-scenes trivia covering decades of baseball history. Baseball
Fantography is a celebration of baseball through the eyes of fans, via photos they’ve taken of
players, ballparks, and related subjects over the past nine decades, along with essays, sidebars, and
quotes. The project originated when the author discovered an old 1960s snapshot of himself as a
teenager with his idol, Roger Maris, at Yankee Stadium. Realizing he couldn’t be the only one with
these hidden photographic gems, he began collecting baseball photos taken by fans. The book
contains: More than 250 never-before-published images of such players as Roberto Clemente,
Mickey Mantle, Derek Jeter, and Josh Hamilton Chapters on subjects like ballparks, spring training,
broadcasters, dugouts, and baseball cards Contributions from baseball aficionados and notables like
Hall of Famer Ozzie Smith, a thirty-five-year veteran Topps baseball photographer, and a former
president of the Baseball Hall of Fame A foreword by Bob Costas

cubs spring training in arizona: Yoga Journal , 2001-09 For more than 30 years, Yoga
Journal has been helping readers achieve the balance and well-being they seek in their everyday
lives. With every issue,Yoga Journal strives to inform and empower readers to make lifestyle choices
that are healthy for their bodies and minds. We are dedicated to providing in-depth, thoughtful
editorial on topics such as yoga, food, nutrition, fitness, wellness, travel, and fashion and beauty.

cubs spring training in arizona: Waiting for the Cubs Floyd Sullivan, 2014-01-10 This is a
memoir of a diehard--a diehard fan who drove himself and his family half crazy to get to Cubs games



that were 700 miles away from their home. Along the way Sullivan recounts the history of Cubs
baseball, including events from the 1908 season, as well as reminiscences from other fans and
stories of his own experience following a team that has gone more than a century without attaining
that final win that would make them world champions.

cubs spring training in arizona: One Line Drive Daniel Ponce de Leon, 2021-03-09 Daniel
Ponce de Leon's hard-fought journey to Major League Baseball and recovery from a near-death
injury, followed by his astonishing big league debut, will inspire readers to trust God in all
circumstances. The path you take to achieving your dreams is not always easy. Daniel Ponce de
Leon, an acclaimed pitcher for the St. Louis Cardinals, overcame many challenges to get to the
Major Leagues. Drafted four times, he spent a long four years climbing his way up through the
minors before finally reaching AAA, only one step away from the Major Leagues. Then, Daniel's
dream was almost shattered when he was struck in the head by a line drive. Spending weeks in the
hospital and months recovering from a large epidural hematoma, skull fracture, brain swelling, and
hemorrhaging, Daniel held on to his belief that he would one day realize his dream. Fourteen months
later, and fully recovered, he made his first Major League start, becoming the fifth pitcher in modern
Major League history to throw seven innings of no-hit ball in his first outing. MLB.com referred to it
as one of the greatest debuts in Major League Baseball history. In One Line Drive, Daniel retells his
remarkable journey, sharing how he never would have made it without his faith in God and the
support of family and friends. Full of grit, determination, and faith, Daniel's story is an inspiring
reminder to keep pressing on regardless of any setback or disappointment.

cubs spring training in arizona: Deep Dish Marc Malnati, 2025-03-04 After a tumultuous
beginning, the Malnati family turned a small business headed for bankruptcy into the pizzerias that
became Chicagoland’s most iconic brand. Marc Malnati reveals the inside story of a chaotic family
dynamic and the healing and ultimate success that could only come because of a loyal team with an
unrivaled work ethic, a willingness to embrace personal growth, and a faith that wouldn’t die.

cubs spring training in arizona: Official Baseball Atlas, 1994 , 1994 Includes information
on 28 major league teams, maps to stadiums, 1994 schedules, team profiles and statistics, spring
training schedule and information on triple A minor league baseball.

cubs spring training in arizona: Holy Cow! Harry Caray, 2013-04-24 Writing with Chicago
Tribune sports columnist Verdi, Harry Caray recaps his decades in the booth, paying special
attention to the owners he has dealt with, particularly Gussie Busch, Charley Finley and Bill Veeck.
He also explains his philosophy of success in the booth, which is to think of himself primarily as a fan
explaining the game to his fellow fans and pointing out players' failures as well as strengths. In this
memoir, he recalls players he has admired, beginning with his all-time favorite, Stan Musial, and
including Reggie Jackson, Richie Allen, and Ryne Sandberg.
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