
cubs spring training parking
cubs spring training parking is an essential consideration for fans planning to attend
games during the Chicago Cubs' spring training season. Located at the Sloan Park in Mesa,
Arizona, the venue draws large crowds eager to witness the team’s preseason preparations.
Efficient parking options and clear guidance on parking policies can greatly enhance the
overall experience. This article explores various aspects of Cubs spring training parking,
including on-site and off-site parking facilities, shuttle services, pricing, and tips for a
hassle-free arrival. Additionally, it covers accessibility considerations and alternative
transportation methods to ensure every fan can enjoy the event with ease. Whether you
are a first-time visitor or a seasoned attendee, understanding the parking logistics is crucial
for a smooth and enjoyable spring training visit.

Parking Facilities at Sloan Park

Parking Costs and Payment Methods

Shuttle Services and Alternative Transportation

Accessibility and Special Parking Accommodations

Tips for Efficient Parking and Arrival

Parking Facilities at Sloan Park
Sloan Park, home to the Chicago Cubs’ spring training, offers a variety of parking options to
accommodate thousands of fans. The stadium’s parking lot is designed to provide
convenient access to the ballpark, with clearly marked zones and designated areas for
different types of vehicles. The main parking facility is located adjacent to the stadium,
allowing fans to park within walking distance of the gates. Additionally, overflow parking
areas are established during high-attendance games to manage the increased volume of
vehicles.

On-Site Parking
On-site parking at Sloan Park is the most popular choice for fans attending Cubs spring
training games. The lot features thousands of spaces, including standard, premium, and
accessible parking spots. Premium parking areas are available for those seeking closer
proximity to the stadium entrance. On-site parking lots open several hours before the first
pitch, allowing ample time for fans to find a spot and enter the venue without rushing.



Overflow and Off-Site Parking
During peak games, overflow parking areas become essential to accommodate additional
vehicles. These lots are typically located a short distance from the stadium and often
require shuttle service for transport to and from the ballpark. Off-site parking options may
include nearby commercial lots or designated public parking areas. Planning ahead and
arriving early can help secure a spot in these overflow areas.

Parking Costs and Payment Methods
Understanding the costs associated with Cubs spring training parking helps fans budget
their visit appropriately. Parking fees vary depending on the location and convenience of
the parking spot. On-site standard parking is generally priced affordably, while premium or
reserved spaces command higher rates. Payment methods are flexible to accommodate
diverse visitor preferences.

Standard Parking Fees
The standard parking fee at Sloan Park for spring training games typically ranges from $10
to $20 per vehicle, depending on the game day and demand. This fee grants access to the
main parking lot with easy stadium access. It is advisable to confirm current rates before
attending, as prices may fluctuate based on the popularity of the matchup or special
events.

Accepted Payment Options
Payment for parking is accepted via multiple methods, including cash and credit or debit
cards. Some parking lots also offer mobile payment options through designated apps,
providing a contactless and convenient way to pay. Utilizing mobile payment can reduce
wait times at entry points and streamline the parking process.

Shuttle Services and Alternative Transportation
For fans opting to park off-site or seeking alternative transportation modes, shuttle services
and public transit options are available. These services enhance accessibility and reduce
parking congestion around Sloan Park. Utilizing shuttles or public transit can be a practical
choice, especially during high-attendance games or when on-site parking is limited.

Shuttle Service Details
Shuttle buses operate between designated off-site parking lots and Sloan Park, running at
regular intervals before and after games. These shuttles are typically included in the
parking fee or require a nominal additional charge. Shuttle service provides a direct and
efficient connection, minimizing walking distance and parking hassles for attendees.



Public Transportation Options
Public transportation, including local bus routes, serves the Mesa area and can be an
economical and eco-friendly alternative to driving. While public transit may not drop
passengers directly at Sloan Park, nearby stops within walking distance are available. Fans
should review transit schedules and routes in advance to coordinate their arrival and
departure times accordingly.

Accessibility and Special Parking
Accommodations
Sloan Park is committed to providing accessible parking and accommodations for fans with
disabilities. Designated accessible parking spaces are available close to stadium entrances,
allowing for convenient access. These accommodations ensure that all attendees can enjoy
Cubs spring training games comfortably and safely.

Accessible Parking Locations
Accessible parking spots are strategically located near the main entrances of Sloan Park.
These spaces require appropriate permits, such as a state-issued disabled parking placard
or license plate. The number of accessible spots is designed to meet the needs of the
disabled community in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).

Additional Accessibility Services
Beyond parking, Sloan Park offers services such as wheelchair rentals, accessible seating,
and assistance from stadium staff. Fans requiring special accommodations are encouraged
to contact the venue ahead of time to arrange for any needed services, ensuring a smooth
and enjoyable experience during Cubs spring training events.

Tips for Efficient Parking and Arrival
Maximizing convenience and minimizing stress when attending Cubs spring training games
can be achieved by following several practical tips. Efficient parking and timely arrival
contribute to a positive game-day experience and allow fans to focus on enjoying the
baseball action.

Arrive early to secure preferred parking spots and avoid traffic congestion near the1.
stadium.

Consider purchasing parking passes in advance if available, to guarantee a spot and2.
expedite entry.



Use shuttle services from off-site lots to reduce parking difficulties and walking3.
distance.

Check weather conditions and dress appropriately for walking from parking areas to4.
the stadium.

Carry payment methods accepted at parking lots, including cash and mobile5.
payments.

Review Sloan Park’s parking map and signage to familiarize yourself with lot locations6.
before arrival.

Utilize accessible parking if eligible and arrange for additional accommodations as7.
needed.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where is Cubs Spring Training held?
Cubs Spring Training is held at Sloan Park in Mesa, Arizona.

What are the parking options at Sloan Park for Cubs
Spring Training?
Sloan Park offers several parking lots around the stadium, including general parking and
premium parking options for Cubs Spring Training games.

Is parking free at Cubs Spring Training games at Sloan
Park?
No, parking at Sloan Park during Cubs Spring Training games typically costs around $10 per
vehicle.

Are there any shuttle services available for Cubs Spring
Training parking?
Yes, Sloan Park often provides shuttle services from remote parking lots to the stadium
during Cubs Spring Training.

What time should I arrive to find good parking for a
Cubs Spring Training game?
It is recommended to arrive at least 1 to 1.5 hours before the game to secure good parking
and avoid traffic.



Can I purchase parking passes in advance for Cubs
Spring Training at Sloan Park?
Yes, parking passes can be purchased in advance online through the official Cubs or Sloan
Park websites.

Are there accessible parking options for people with
disabilities at Cubs Spring Training?
Yes, Sloan Park provides designated accessible parking spaces for guests with disabilities
close to stadium entrances.

Is ridesharing a good option for getting to Cubs Spring
Training games?
Yes, ridesharing services like Uber and Lyft are popular options and have designated drop-
off and pick-up zones near Sloan Park.

Are bicycles allowed and is there bike parking at Sloan
Park during Cubs Spring Training?
Yes, Sloan Park has bike racks available for fans who choose to bike to Cubs Spring Training
games.

What are the peak days for parking congestion at Cubs
Spring Training?
Weekend games and games against popular opponents tend to have the highest parking
demand and congestion at Sloan Park.

Additional Resources
1. Cubs Spring Training Parking Made Easy: A Fan’s Guide
This book offers a comprehensive overview of parking options available during Cubs spring
training. It covers the best lots, cost-saving tips, and timing strategies to avoid congestion.
Fans will find valuable maps and insider advice to make their parking experience stress-
free. Perfect for first-timers and seasoned attendees alike.

2. Mastering Cubs Spring Training Parking: Strategies for a Smooth Game Day
Discover expert techniques to secure the best parking spots for Cubs spring training
games. This guide dives into alternative parking locations, shuttle services, and real-time
traffic updates. Readers will learn how to plan their arrival and departure for maximum
convenience and minimal hassle.

3. The Ultimate Cubs Spring Training Parking Handbook
A detailed manual that breaks down every aspect of parking at the Cubs’ spring training



venues. It includes information on permit requirements, accessibility options, and safety
considerations. The book also shares stories and tips from veteran fans who know the ins
and outs of the parking scene.

4. Parking Hacks for Cubs Spring Training Fans
This quick-read book focuses on clever parking hacks to save time and money during Cubs
spring training. From early bird specials to hidden lots and ride-share tips, it provides
innovative solutions for parking challenges. Readers will gain practical knowledge to
enhance their overall game day experience.

5. Navigating Cubs Spring Training Parking: A Local’s Perspective
Written by a longtime resident near the training facilities, this book offers a unique local’s
view on parking logistics. It highlights lesser-known spots, neighborhood rules, and
community events that affect parking availability. Fans will appreciate the insider scoop
that goes beyond typical guides.

6. Stress-Free Cubs Spring Training Parking: Planning Your Visit
This book emphasizes pre-planning and preparation to ensure a smooth parking
experience. It covers online reservation systems, timing your arrival, and coordinating with
friends or family for carpooling. The guide aims to reduce stress and maximize enjoyment
on game days.

7. Eco-Friendly Parking Solutions at Cubs Spring Training
For environmentally conscious fans, this book explores green parking options during Cubs
spring training. Topics include electric vehicle charging stations, bike racks, and public
transit alternatives. It encourages sustainable practices while attending games and
supports a cleaner, greener environment.

8. Cubs Spring Training Parking: Rules, Regulations, and Etiquette
Understanding parking rules and respectful behavior is crucial for a positive experience.
This book outlines local ordinances, parking enforcement, and courteous practices for fans.
It also addresses common pitfalls and how to avoid fines or towing during the busy spring
training season.

9. The History and Evolution of Cubs Spring Training Parking
Explore how parking arrangements for Cubs spring training have changed over the
decades. This book traces the development of facilities, infrastructure improvements, and
fan attendance trends. It provides a fascinating historical context that enriches the modern-
day parking experience.
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  cubs spring training parking: Spring Training Handbook Josh Pahigian, 2013-06-12 Spring
training is a time of renewal for baseball, when teams and fans descend on Florida and Arizona to
begin the ever hopeful new season. The pace is a little slower, the fans are closer to the action, and
the players are more accessible: the sport returns to its idyllic roots. When the first edition of this
book was released, 18 of the MLB teams trained in Florida and 12 in Arizona. As 2013 arrives each
league consists of 15 teams; together they utilize 14 parks in Florida and 10 in Arizona. This heavily
illustrated work dedicates a chapter to each park, including modern Cactus League marvels like
Camelback Ranch and Salt River Fields, and Grapefruit League bastions like Joker Marchant
Stadium and McKechnie Field. Florida's Fenway Park replica, which opened in 2012, is included. In
addition to profiling the five parks that have opened since the first edition, the author has updated
the other chapters. Each provides a description of the park, and a recounting of its history, followed
by a summary of the home team or teams' spring history. Next is a review of the park's seating,
concessions and fan traditions. Each chapter concludes with information about nearby baseball
landmarks and attractions.
  cubs spring training parking: Moon Arizona & the Grand Canyon Tim Hull, 2022-09-20 Vast
open spaces, dreamy canyons, and colorful culture: experience it all with Moon Arizona & the Grand
Canyon. Inside you'll find: Flexible itineraries from a Grand Canyon adventure to two weeks
exploring the whole state The best road trips in Arizona, including historic Route 66 and scenic
byways The top hikes, whether you're looking for treks near Phoenix or Tucson, a multi-day
expedition into the depths of the Grand Canyon, or trails in Red Rock Country, complete with
distance, duration, difficulty level, and elevation gain Can't-miss highlights and unique experiences:
Discover hidden streams on a hike through high-desert forests or find the best spots to hit the slopes
in winter. Visit Ancestral Puebloan cliff cities and learn about Arizona's indigenous cultures or stroll
through charming historic towns. Marvel at the red rock cliffs around Sedona, watch your favorite
MLB team play during Spring Training, and sample Southwest cuisine from spicy enchiladas to
Sonoran hot dogs Expert insight from Arizona local Tim Hull on when to go, where to stay, and how
to get around, including detailed coverage of gateway cities to the Grand Canyon and sustainable
travel tips Helpful resources on Covid-19 and traveling to Arizona Full-color photos and detailed
maps throughout Practical background on Arizona's landscape, climate, wildlife, and culture Find
your adventure with Moon Arizona & the Grand Canyon. Seeing more of the Southwest? Check out
Moon New Mexico or Moon Phoenix, Scottsdale & Sedona. Hitting the road? Try Moon Southwest
Road Trip or Moon Route 66 Road Trip. About Moon Travel Guides: Moon was founded in 1973 to
empower independent, active, and conscious travel. We prioritize local businesses, outdoor
recreation, and traveling strategically and sustainably. Moon Travel Guides are written by local,
expert authors with great stories to tell—and they can't wait to share their favorite places with you.
For more inspiration, follow @moonguides on social media.
  cubs spring training parking: Dick, No Jane Richard Groth, 2021-07-23 Sitting around with
friends, I would usually have an opportunity to bring up one of my stories. Hey, that reminds me of
this vacation, that sports road trip, or one of the movies l worked on. Finally, After years of listening,
my good friend Brenda blurted out: Would you just write a....ing book. I’ve been to 27 countries and
have a lot of stories, starting in the spring of 1970. Most of them good. Most of them fun and
interesting. Some of them informative. (little bit of tour guide) And alcohol has a part in a few of
them.
  cubs spring training parking: Once More Around the Park Roger Angell, 2023-05-01 The most
celebrated baseball writer of our time has selected his favorite pieces from the last forty years to
create Once More Around the Park, a definitive volume of his most memorable work. Mr. Angell
includes writing never previously collected as well as selections from The Summer Game, Five
Seasons, Late Innings, and Season Ticket. He brings back the extraordinary games, innings and
performances that he has witnessed and written about so astutely and gracefully—“The Interior
Stadium,” on the complex attractions of baseball; “In the Country,” on a friendship that began with a
fan letter and took him far from the big stadiums and big money; “The Arm Talks,” on contemporary



pitching strategy and the arrival of the split-finger delivery; and many others. Mr. Angell's
conversations with past and present players and managers, scouts and coaches, rookies and Hall of
Famers enhance his own expertise and critical appreciation, which define him as the game's most
useful and ardent fan. “Angell resembles a pitcher with pinpoint control. As a chronicler of the
game, he's in a class with Ring Lardner and Red Smith.”—Newsweek. “Angell's perceptions are
fresh, vivid, and uncannily accurate.... Only a fan who cares this much could observe so carefully and
write so eloquently.”—San Francisco Chronicle. “A triumph of art and grace.”—Chicago Tribune
Book World. In the course of a well-lived century, he established himself as. . .baseball's finest,
fondest chronicler. —The New Yorker
  cubs spring training parking: A Season for the Ages Al Yellon, 2016-12-06 No doubt, you’ve
heard about the Cubs’ decades-long run of futility. They hadn’t won a pennant in seventy-one years
or a World Series in a record 108 years. To the frustration of Cubs fans everywhere, the team often
missed chances with soul-crushing defeats. But after a complete teardown that resulted in a 100-loss
season in 2012, Theo Epstein and his baseball staff reversed that with the Cubs of 2016, a team that
was not only supremely talented, but cared nothing for all the media narratives of losing. They did
things during the regular season that no Cubs club had done in more than a century, including
earning the most wins for the franchise since 1910. The club went on to defeat the San Francisco
Giants and Los Angeles Dodgers in the National League playoffs before beating the Cleveland
Indians to win the World Series. Anthony Rizzo, MVP candidate Kris Bryant, Jake Arrieta, Jon Lester,
manager Joe Maddon, and fan favorites like Javier Baez and David Ross are the heroes of the 2016
Cubs’ story. Told by Al Yellon, managing editor of SB Nation’s Bleed Cubbie Blue, A Season to
Remember chronicles not only the 2016 Cubs’ rise to the top of the baseball heap, but the
team’s—and the fans’—long journey to get there.
  cubs spring training parking: Spring Training Dan Shaughnessy, Stan Grossfeld, 2003 Before
the purpose-pitch that zips inches from the batter's head, before greenfly autograph-seekers stalk
hotel lobbies, before thousands of fans stand up and boo in 50,000-seat stadiums, before the
proverbial dog days of summer and the pressure-packed moments of October . . . there is sweet
spring. The long hello. Baseball's early season. The words spring training have long held special
power over baseball fans. They signal the arrival of fresh air and sunshine after a long winter devoid
of bare feet and box scores. The chance to see the game up close and personal, in beautiful slow
motion. No other sport undergoes this slow, glorious unfolding. And no other book captures
baseball's rite of passage in all its magic. Come on a wild ride through spring training's many
attractions and peculiarities, from Florida to Arizona, the National to the American League, the
dugouts to Section D. Glimpse retirees in Hawaiian shirts singing Take Me Out to the Ball Game,
million-dollar players taking it easy on the field and in the bars, young rookies flashing their skills,
grizzled vets going through the motions, wide-eyed children dressed from head to toe in their
favorite team's garb. It's all here, from Alligator Alley to Cactus Way, sit-ups to sunblock, home runs
to hangovers -- a lively tribute to America's favorite pastime in its purest, most wonderful form.
  cubs spring training parking: Brit at the Ballpark Peter Taylor, 2011-08-31 This work follows
the journey Peter Taylor undertook during the summer of 2007 (and a bit of 2009), when he set out
to achieve a long held ambition and see a baseball game in every major league ballpark, a minor
league game in those states without a major league franchise, plus the All-Star game and the
post-season. His adventures along the way include throwing out a first pitch in Connecticut,
becoming a TV reporter for the post-season, and undergoing an eye operation. It also looks
whimsically at America's pastime, and America, through the eyes of an Englishman, and how we are,
in the words of George Bernard Shaw, two nations separated by a common language.
  cubs spring training parking: Moon Baseball Road Trips Timothy Malcolm, 2021-05-04
Sunshine, hot dogs, friends, and the excitement of the game: Baseball is called America's pastime for
a reason. Experience the best of the MLB cities and stadiums with Moon Baseball Road Trips.
Flexible Itineraries: Explore the 30 major league cities with a variety of road trip options, including a
Boston to DC route, a loop through the Midwest, a dip into Toronto, a cruise along the West Coast,



and more Visit all the Ballparks: From the ivy walls of Wrigley to Fenway's Green Monster and
Dodger Stadium's gorgeous mountain views, experience every ballpark in the league and dive into
local fan culture Catch a Game: Find valuable tips for snagging tickets and get the inside scoop on
the best places to park or catch public transit, where to eat and drink nearby, and events like music
festivals, the Hall of Fame Weekend, Fourth of July celebrations, and more Explore the Major
League Cities: Get to know the MLB hometowns with full chapters on each city. Pay respects to Babe
Ruth in Baltimore, visit Cleveland's Rock & Roll Hall of Fame, and stroll through the Boston
Common. Find the best local craft breweries, and chow down on chili dogs, barbecue, fresh crab,
and more foodie specialties. Hold back a tear at the Field of Dreams, grab a seat for a Spring
Training game, or rent a kayak on the bay and try to catch a fly ball from San Francisco's Oracle
Park Expertise and Know-How: Former baseball writer and avid Phillies fan Timothy Malcolm shares
his advice for planning the perfect baseball road trip Maps and Driving Tools: Easy-to-use maps,
along with mileages, driving times, and directions, with full-color photos throughout Helpful
resources on COVID-19 Planning Tips: Where to stay, when and where to get gas, how to avoid
traffic, and tips for driving in different road and weather conditions, plus suggestions for seniors,
families with kids, and more With Moon Baseball Road Trips' practical tips, local expertise, and
flexible itineraries, you're ready to step up to the plate and hit the road. About Moon Travel Guides:
Moon was founded in 1973 to empower independent, active, and conscious travel. We prioritize local
businesses, outdoor recreation, and traveling strategically and sustainably. Moon Travel Guides are
written by local, expert authors with great stories to tell—and they can't wait to share their favorite
places with you. For more inspiration, follow @moonguides on social media.
  cubs spring training parking: Chicago Cubs Fred Mitchell, 2013-03 Mitchell catches up with
former Cubs players-- some of them famous, some of them obscure, all of them unforgettable. Find
out what happened after the gloves came off.
  cubs spring training parking: Cactus League Susie Steckner, Mesa Historical Museum,
2012-02-27 Arizonas baseball roots run long and deep, but the star of the show is the Cactus League.
The states spring training history is filled with social, political, and cultural intrigue, not to mention
a roster of baseball greats. Early on, fans watched Joe DiMaggio, Ted Williams, Willie Mays, and the
American Leagues first black player, Larry Doby. Beyond the field, baseball became part of the
states social fabric, as players and fans alike flocked to watering holes, hotels, parades, and a desert
resort famous for its mineral baths. History also saw a political battle to save the Cactus League and
fend off Floridas attempts to dominate spring training. Today, the Cactus League is a 15-team
powerhouse that holds court in Arizona each spring.
  cubs spring training parking: The Cubs Way Tom Verducci, 2018-04-03 The New York Times
Bestseller With inside access and reporting, Sports Illustrated senior baseball writer and FOX Sports
analyst Tom Verducci reveals how Theo Epstein and Joe Maddon built, led, and inspired the Chicago
Cubs team that broke the longest championship drought in sports, chronicling their epic journey to
become World Series champions. It took 108 years, but it really happened. The Chicago Cubs are
once again World Series champions. How did a team composed of unknown, young players and
supposedly washed-up veterans come together to break the Curse of the Billy Goat? Tom Verducci,
twice named National Sportswriter of the Year and co-writer of The Yankee Years with Joe Torre,
will have full access to team president Theo Epstein, manager Joe Maddon, and the players to tell
the story of the Cubs' transformation from perennial underachievers to the best team in baseball.
Beginning with Epstein's first year with the team in 2011, Verducci will show how Epstein went
beyond Moneyball thinking to turn around the franchise. Leading the organization with a manual
called The Cubs Way, he focused on the mental side of the game as much as the physical,
emphasizing chemistry as well as statistics. To accomplish his goal, Epstein needed manager Joe
Maddon, an eccentric innovator, as his counterweight on the Cubs' bench. A man who encourages
themed road trips and late-arrival game days to loosen up his team, Maddon mixed New Age
thinking with Old School leadership to help his players find their edge. The Cubs Way takes readers
behind the scenes, chronicling how key players like Rizzo, Russell, Lester, and Arrieta were deftly



brought into the organization by Epstein and coached by Maddon to outperform expectations.
Together, Epstein and Maddon proved that clubhouse culture is as important as on-base-percentage,
and that intangible components like personality, vibe, and positive energy are necessary for a team
to perform to their fullest potential. Verducci chronicles the playoff run that culminated in an instant
classic Game Seven. He takes a broader look at the history of baseball in Chicago and the almost
supernatural element to the team's repeated loses that kept fans suffering, but also served to
strengthen their loyalty. The Cubs Way is a celebration of an iconic team and its journey to a World
Championship that fans and readers will cherish for years to come.
  cubs spring training parking: Cubs Fred Mitchell, 2004 Written by veteran Chicago Tribune
sportswriter Mitchell, this unique look back at Chicago baseball history researches 50 former Cubs
players--some of them famous, many of them fairly obscure, all of them unforgettable.
  cubs spring training parking: Diamonds Sparkling Across America Jesse Ellis, 2013-09-06
Professional baseball in America is a source of pride and enjoyment for millions of Americans. As of
2013, 48 of our 50 states had some level of professional baseball. Author Jesse Ellis has visited at
least one professional ballpark in each of those states. Travel with Jesse across this great land to
over 230 ballparks from Maine to Arizona, Washington, DC, to Seattle, Washington, and beyond the
U.S. borders. Visit parks at every level from independent leagues to the major leagues. Check out
which parks are classic and which parks are state of the art. Find out which parks have the best
accessibility and which are the most fan friendly. Learn a little professional baseball history along
the way. Most of all, learn how much fun it can be for you to discover the many great parks that
make up the Diamonds Sparkling Across America.
  cubs spring training parking: Ancestry magazine , 2007-07 Ancestry magazine focuses on
genealogy for today’s family historian, with tips for using Ancestry.com, advice from family history
experts, and success stories from genealogists across the globe. Regular features include “Found!”
by Megan Smolenyak, reader-submitted heritage recipes, Howard Wolinsky’s tech-driven
“NextGen,” feature articles, a timeline, how-to tips for Family Tree Maker, and insider insight to new
tools and records at Ancestry.com. Ancestry magazine is published 6 times yearly by Ancestry Inc.,
parent company of Ancestry.com.
  cubs spring training parking: Fodor's Florida 2011 Debbie Harmsen, Salwa Jabado, Jess
Moss, 2010-09-28 Provides complete travel information on the cities, small towns, and resorts of
Florida with advice on transportation, dining, sightseeing, accommodations, sports, shopping, and
other attractions
  cubs spring training parking: Under the March Sun Charles Fountain, 2009-03-04 There is
nothing in all of American sport quite like baseball's spring training. This annual six-week ritual,
whose origins date back nearly a century and a half, fires the hearts and imaginations of fans who
flock by the hundreds of thousands to places like Dodgertown to glimpse superstars and living
legends in a relaxed moment and watch the drama of journeyman veterans and starry-eyed kids in
search of that last spot on the bench. In Under the March Sun, Charles Fountain recounts for the
first time the full and fascinating history of spring training and its growth from a shoestring-budget
roadtrip to burn off winter calories into a billion-dollar-a-year business. In the early days southern
hotels only reluctantly admitted ballplayers--and only if they agreed not to mingle with other guests.
Today cities fight for teams by spending millions in public money to build ever-more-elaborate
spring-training stadiums. In the early years of the 20th century, the mayor of St. Petersburg, Florida,
Al Lang, first realized that coverage in northern newspapers every spring was publicity his growing
city could never afford to buy. As the book demonstrates, cities have been following Lang's lead ever
since, building identities and economies through the media exposure and visitors that spring
training brings. An entertaining cultural history that taps into the romance of baseball even as it
reveals its more hard-nosed commercial machinations, Under the March Sun shows why spring
training draws so many fans southward every March. While the prices may be growing and the
intimacy and accessibility shrinking, they come because the sunshine and sense of hope are
timeless.



  cubs spring training parking: Press Summary - Illinois Information Service Illinois
Information Service, 1988
  cubs spring training parking: My Summer as a Cub R. Rathbone Leonard, 2011-09-22 Lenny
Puddock writes of his experiences as a Chicago Cub during the 2011 baseball season. Puddock is a
32-year-old physical therapist for the Indianapolis National Institute of Fitness and Health who
attended Randy Hundleys Fantasy Camp. Part of the Fantasy Camp experience is his developing
friendship with Gertrude Castellano, a waitress who becomes a singing star. They romance at a
distance. Puddock is invited to the Cubs Spring Training after an outstanding performance at the
Camp. The Cubs offer him a contract with the Daytona Class A team and he accepts. Puddock is
moved up to Class AA Tennessee in mid-May and is called up to the Cubs in mid-July. He was batting
.378. In mid-August Mike Quade resigns as manager. Ryne Sandberg, who had an escape clause in
his contract with a Phillies Minor League team, becomes the Cubs manager. When Puddock joined
the parent club, the Cubs were 10 games out of first place. By the end of August they are four from
the Wild Card spot. In the waning days of August the roster was two short due to injuries. Sandberg
did not want to disrupt the Iowa or Tennessee playoff-bound teams, so he activated Greg Maddux
and himself, thinking the roster had to contain the maximum 25 players. Plans were to activate two
players before the August 31 midnight deadline but due to an interns goof not recognizing the
difference in Eastern Standard Time and Central Standard Time, the move came too late. In essence
the Cubs would have only a 23-player Post-Season roster. The Cubs win their Division and League
playoffs and enter World Series for the first time in 76 years. In an amazing ninth inning of the
seventh game, the Cubs win the Series.
  cubs spring training parking: Waiting for the Cubs Floyd Sullivan, 2014-01-10 This is a
memoir of a diehard--a diehard fan who drove himself and his family half crazy to get to Cubs games
that were 700 miles away from their home. Along the way Sullivan recounts the history of Cubs
baseball, including events from the 1908 season, as well as reminiscences from other fans and
stories of his own experience following a team that has gone more than a century without attaining
that final win that would make them world champions.
  cubs spring training parking: Season Ticket Roger Angell, 2013-02-05 DIVAngell’s
absorbing collection traces the highs and lows of major-league baseball in the 1980s /divDIV Roger
Angell once again journeys through five seasons of America’s national pastime—chronicling the
larger-than-life narratives and on-field intricacies of baseball from 1982 to 1987. Angell’s collected
New Yorker essays, written in his unique voice as a fan and baseball aficionado, cover the
development of the game both on the diamond and off. While diving into subjects such as Sparky
Anderson’s ’84 Detroit Tigers, the legendary 1986 World Series and the Curse of the Bambino, and
the increasingly pervasive issue of player drug use, Angell reveals the craft and technique of the
game, and the unforgettable stories of those who played it./div
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