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craftsman mower model 917 manual is an essential resource for owners and operators of the
Craftsman 917 lawn mower series. This manual provides detailed instructions on assembly,
operation, maintenance, troubleshooting, and safety precautions to ensure optimal mower
performance and longevity. Understanding the contents and proper use of the Craftsman mower
model 917 manual can significantly reduce repair costs and enhance user experience. Whether
dealing with engine specifications, blade replacement, or routine upkeep, the manual serves as a
comprehensive guide. This article explores the key features and sections of the Craftsman mower
model 917 manual, helping users navigate its content effectively. The following table of contents
outlines the main topics covered in this article.
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Overview of Craftsman Mower Model 917
The Craftsman mower model 917 is a popular riding mower known for its durability, ease of use, and
efficient lawn cutting capabilities. Designed with a robust engine and reliable transmission system,
this mower is suitable for medium to large lawns. The mower typically features adjustable cutting
heights, a comfortable seat, and user-friendly controls. Understanding the specifications and
components of the Craftsman 917 model is crucial for effective operation and maintenance, as
detailed in the mower’s official manual.

Key Features of the Craftsman 917 Mower
The Craftsman mower model 917 incorporates several key features that contribute to its popularity
among homeowners and lawn care professionals. These include a powerful Briggs & Stratton or
Kohler engine, a durable cutting deck ranging from 42 to 46 inches, and hydrostatic or manual
transmission options. The mower also offers ergonomic controls and a smooth steering mechanism,
enhancing user comfort during prolonged mowing sessions.

Specifications and Design
The specifications section of the Craftsman mower model 917 manual provides detailed information



about engine type, fuel capacity, blade dimensions, and deck construction materials. The mower is
designed with a steel cutting deck for durability and includes safety features such as blade brake
clutches and operator presence controls. Understanding these specifications helps users select
appropriate replacement parts and perform maintenance tasks correctly.

Using the Craftsman Mower Model 917 Manual
The Craftsman mower model 917 manual is structured to guide users through all aspects of mower
operation and care. It is divided into sections covering assembly, starting procedures, operational
controls, maintenance schedules, and troubleshooting. Proper use of the manual ensures safe and
efficient mower operation, reducing the risk of injury or equipment damage.

Locating Important Information
The manual includes a comprehensive table of contents and index, allowing users to quickly find
information on specific topics such as blade replacement or engine tuning. Safety warnings and
operational tips are highlighted to prevent accidents during mower use. Additionally, the manual
provides diagrams and illustrations that clarify mechanical components and assembly instructions.

Step-by-Step Operational Instructions
Detailed instructions for starting, operating, and stopping the Craftsman mower model 917 are
included to assist users in handling the equipment properly. These steps emphasize safety checks,
such as ensuring the parking brake is engaged before starting and verifying that the blade controls
are disengaged. The manual also explains how to adjust cutting height and manage fuel and oil
levels for optimal performance.

Maintenance and Safety Guidelines
Regular maintenance is critical to prolonging the life of the Craftsman mower model 917 and
ensuring safe operation. The manual outlines scheduled maintenance tasks, including oil changes,
air filter cleaning or replacement, blade sharpening, and battery care. Safety guidelines stress the
importance of wearing protective gear and following manufacturer recommendations when
performing maintenance.

Routine Maintenance Tasks
Maintenance recommendations in the manual include the following routine tasks:

Checking and changing engine oil every 25 hours of use

Cleaning or replacing the air filter every 50 hours

Inspecting and sharpening mower blades for a clean cut



Checking tire pressure and inflating as needed

Cleaning the mower deck to prevent grass buildup and corrosion

Safety Precautions
The Craftsman mower model 917 manual emphasizes safety during all phases of operation and
maintenance. Users are advised to keep hands and feet away from moving parts, avoid mowing on
steep slopes, and never allow children to operate the mower. Additionally, the manual instructs on
safely storing fuel and performing maintenance only when the engine is turned off and the spark
plug is disconnected.

Troubleshooting Common Issues
Despite proper care, users may encounter common issues with the Craftsman mower model 917.
The manual provides a troubleshooting section to diagnose and resolve problems such as engine
starting difficulties, uneven cutting, or unusual noises. This section helps users identify causes and
apply recommended fixes without unnecessary service visits.

Engine Starting Problems
Starting issues are often related to fuel quality, spark plug condition, or battery charge. The manual
advises checking the fuel tank for stale fuel, cleaning or replacing the spark plug, and ensuring the
battery is fully charged. It also suggests inspecting the air filter and carburetor for blockages that
could impede engine performance.

Uneven Cutting and Performance Issues
Uneven grass cutting may result from dull blades, improper deck leveling, or worn belts. The manual
guides users through blade inspection and sharpening procedures and explains how to adjust the
mower deck height uniformly. Additionally, it covers belt tension checks and replacements to
maintain effective power transmission.

Parts and Accessories Information
The Craftsman mower model 917 manual includes detailed parts lists and diagrams to assist users in
identifying and ordering replacement components. It also highlights compatible accessories that
enhance mower functionality, such as bagging systems, mulching kits, and snow plow attachments.
Proper parts identification ensures maintenance and repairs are conducted with OEM-standard
components.



Replacement Parts Identification
The manual provides exploded views of the mower’s engine, deck, and chassis components, clearly
labeling part numbers for each item. This facilitates accurate ordering from authorized dealers or
service centers. Regular replacement of worn parts, such as blades, belts, and filters, is essential for
maintaining mower efficiency and safety.

Recommended Accessories
To expand the versatility of the Craftsman mower model 917, the manual lists recommended
accessories that improve lawn care capabilities. These include:

Grass collection bags for efficient clippings disposal

Mulching kits that finely chop grass clippings for natural fertilization

Snow blades and attachments for winter use

Sun canopies and seat cushions for enhanced operator comfort

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the Craftsman mower model 917 manual
online?
You can find the Craftsman mower model 917 manual on the official Craftsman website or through
trusted manual repositories like ManualsLib or Sears PartsDirect.

How do I download the Craftsman mower model 917 manual?
To download the manual, visit the Craftsman website or ManualsLib, search for 'Craftsman mower
model 917,' and select the PDF manual to download it to your device.

What information is included in the Craftsman mower model
917 manual?
The manual includes safety instructions, assembly guidelines, operating procedures, maintenance
tips, troubleshooting advice, and parts diagrams for the Craftsman mower model 917.

How do I perform routine maintenance according to the
Craftsman mower model 917 manual?
Routine maintenance involves checking and changing the oil, cleaning or replacing the air filter,



sharpening or replacing the blades, checking tire pressure, and inspecting belts and spark plugs as
detailed in the manual.

What are common troubleshooting tips in the Craftsman
mower model 917 manual?
Common troubleshooting tips include checking fuel levels, cleaning the carburetor, inspecting spark
plugs, ensuring proper blade installation, and verifying that safety switches are functioning.

Can I print the Craftsman mower model 917 manual for offline
use?
Yes, the manual is typically available in PDF format, which you can download and print for easy
offline reference.

Does the Craftsman mower model 917 manual include parts
diagrams?
Yes, the manual usually includes detailed parts diagrams to help identify and order replacement
parts.

How do I contact Craftsman support for issues related to
model 917?
Contact Craftsman customer support via their official website or call their support hotline. Contact
details are often listed in the manual.

Is the Craftsman mower model 917 manual suitable for
beginners?
Yes, the manual is designed to be user-friendly, providing step-by-step instructions and safety tips
suitable for beginners.

Are there any safety warnings specific to Craftsman mower
model 917 in the manual?
Yes, the manual includes safety warnings such as wearing protective gear, keeping hands and feet
away from moving parts, and operating the mower only in safe conditions.

Additional Resources
1. Craftsman Lawn Mower 917 Series Maintenance Guide
This comprehensive guide covers the essential maintenance procedures for Craftsman 917 model
lawn mowers. It includes step-by-step instructions on blade sharpening, engine tuning, and seasonal
storage tips. Ideal for both beginners and experienced users, this manual ensures your mower runs



efficiently year-round.

2. Troubleshooting and Repair for Craftsman Mowers
Focused on diagnosing and fixing common issues, this book offers practical solutions for Craftsman
mower owners. Detailed illustrations and easy-to-follow repair techniques help you handle engine
problems, starting failures, and cutting inconsistencies. It’s a handy reference for saving time and
money on professional repairs.

3. The Complete Craftsman 917 User Manual
This manual provides detailed operational instructions for the Craftsman 917 mower model. It
includes safety guidelines, assembly tips, and detailed descriptions of mower features. Perfect for
new owners wanting to maximize their mower’s lifespan and performance.

4. Small Engine Repair for Craftsman Lawn Mowers
Specializing in the small engines used in Craftsman lawn mowers, this book explains engine
components, maintenance routines, and repair strategies. With clear diagrams and troubleshooting
charts, it simplifies complex engine repairs for hobbyists and professionals alike.

5. Seasonal Care and Upkeep of Craftsman Lawn Equipment
Learn how to prepare your Craftsman lawn mower and other outdoor tools for each season. This
book covers winterization, spring startups, and mid-season tune-ups to maintain optimal mower
condition. It emphasizes preventative care to extend equipment life.

6. DIY Craftsman 917 Lawn Mower Modifications
Explore creative modifications and upgrades for the Craftsman 917 mower to enhance performance
and usability. From custom blade attachments to ergonomic handle adjustments, this book
encourages hands-on customization. It’s ideal for DIY enthusiasts looking to personalize their lawn
equipment.

7. Understanding Your Craftsman Lawn Mower Engine
This detailed guide delves into the mechanics of the engines powering Craftsman mowers, focusing
on the 917 model. It explains how each part functions and interacts, helping owners better
understand their equipment. Perfect for those interested in the technical side of lawn mower
operation.

8. Craftsman 917 Parts Catalog and Replacement Guide
A detailed catalog featuring all parts compatible with the Craftsman 917 mower, along with
instructions on how to replace them. This book is a valuable resource when sourcing parts and
performing repairs. It helps ensure you get the right components to keep your mower in top shape.

9. Safe Operation and Best Practices for Craftsman Lawn Mowers
This book highlights safety protocols and best operational practices for using Craftsman lawn
mowers effectively. It covers protective gear recommendations, safe handling tips, and
environmental considerations. Essential reading for anyone aiming to mow safely and responsibly.
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