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diagram

craftsman riding mower model 917 drive belt diagram is an essential reference for anyone looking to

maintain or repair their Craftsman riding mower. Understanding the drive belt system is crucial for

ensuring the mower operates efficiently, as the drive belts connect the engine to the transmission and

mower deck, controlling movement and cutting functions. This article provides a detailed overview of

the Craftsman riding mower model 917 drive belt diagram, explaining the layout, components, and

step-by-step guidance on how to interpret and utilize the diagram for maintenance or replacement

tasks. Additionally, the discussion includes troubleshooting common drive belt problems and tips for

proper care to extend the belt's lifespan. By the end, readers will gain comprehensive knowledge of

the drive belt system specific to the Craftsman 917 model, enabling informed decisions during repairs

or routine servicing.
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Understanding the Craftsman Riding Mower Model 917 Drive

Belt System

The drive belt system in the Craftsman riding mower model 917 plays a fundamental role in

transferring power from the engine to various components such as the transmission and mower

blades. This system typically includes the engine pulley, transmission pulley, idler pulleys, tensioners,

and the drive belts themselves. The configuration ensures smooth operation, allowing the mower to

move forward and backward while engaging or disengaging the cutting blades. Familiarity with the

drive belt system’s structure and function is essential for diagnosing issues and performing proper

maintenance.

Components of the Drive Belt System

The primary components of the Craftsman riding mower model 917 drive belt system include:

Engine Pulley: Transfers engine power to the belts.

Transmission Pulley: Drives the movement of the mower.

Idler Pulleys: Maintain proper belt tension and guide the belts along their path.

Tensioner: Applies pressure to keep the belt tight and prevent slippage.

Drive Belts: Connect the pulleys and transfer mechanical power.

Role of the Drive Belt in Mower Operation

The drive belt is responsible for transferring rotational force from the engine to the mower’s



transmission and cutting deck. When engaged, the belt causes the mower to move and the blades to

rotate, enabling effective grass cutting. A properly functioning drive belt ensures consistent power

delivery and optimal mower performance.

Detailed Breakdown of the Drive Belt Diagram

The Craftsman riding mower model 917 drive belt diagram provides a visual representation of the belt

routing around the pulleys and tensioners. This schematic is critical for understanding how the belts

interact with the mower’s mechanical components. The diagram typically illustrates the belt’s path,

pulley sizes, and positions, aiding in accurate belt installation and replacement.

Belt Routing Overview

In the diagram, the drive belt is shown looping around several pulleys in a precise sequence. This

routing includes:

Starting at the engine pulley, where the power originates.1.

Moving around the idler pulleys, which maintain tension and alignment.2.

Engaging the transmission pulley responsible for wheel movement.3.

Extending to the mower deck pulleys that drive the blades.4.

This path ensures the belt maintains contact with all necessary components for efficient power

transfer.



Identifying Key Elements in the Diagram

The diagram often labels each pulley and tensioner with part numbers or reference codes.

Recognizing these labels helps in identifying compatible replacement parts and understanding the

function of each component. Additionally, the diagram may indicate belt tension specifications and

points for adjustment.

How to Read and Interpret the Drive Belt Diagram

Reading the Craftsman riding mower model 917 drive belt diagram requires attention to detail and

understanding of mechanical relationships. Correct interpretation ensures proper belt installation and

prevents operational issues.

Step-by-Step Guide to Using the Diagram

Follow these steps to effectively read and apply the drive belt diagram:

Locate the Engine Pulley: Identify where the belt begins, usually attached to the engine1.

crankshaft.

Trace the Belt Path: Follow the belt’s route around each pulley and tensioner as shown in the2.

diagram.

Note Tensioner Positions: Understand where tensioners apply pressure to keep the belt tight.3.

Check Pulley Directions: Observe pulley orientations to ensure correct belt alignment.4.

Confirm Belt Length and Type: Use diagram specifications to select the appropriate belt size and5.

style.



Common Symbols and Notations

The diagram may include symbols such as arrows to indicate belt movement direction, dashed lines

for adjustable components, and numerical labels for part identification. Familiarity with these notations

enhances comprehension and accuracy during maintenance tasks.

Common Drive Belt Issues and Troubleshooting

Drive belt problems are a frequent cause of mower malfunction. The Craftsman riding mower model

917 drive belt diagram aids in diagnosing these issues by providing clarity on belt positioning and

component interaction.

Typical Drive Belt Problems

Belt Slippage: Caused by insufficient tension or worn belts resulting in loss of power

transmission.

Belt Wear and Tear: Cracks, fraying, or glazing due to age or improper adjustment.

Misalignment: Incorrect routing leading to premature belt failure.

Broken or Damaged Pulleys: Affect belt tracking and tension.

Troubleshooting Steps

Use the following process to troubleshoot drive belt issues:



Consult the drive belt diagram to verify correct belt routing.1.

Inspect the belt for visible signs of damage or wear.2.

Check pulley alignment and condition.3.

Test belt tension and adjust tensioners as needed.4.

Replace belts or pulleys if defects are detected.5.

Maintenance Tips for the Drive Belt

Proper maintenance of the drive belt extends the life of the Craftsman riding mower model 917 and

ensures consistent performance. Following manufacturer guidelines and using the drive belt diagram

as a reference are essential.

Routine Inspection and Care

Regularly inspect the drive belt for signs of wear, damage, or looseness. Cleaning the pulleys and

removing debris prevents premature belt degradation. Lubrication of moving parts should be performed

as specified in the mower’s maintenance manual, avoiding contact with the belt itself.

Proper Storage and Usage

Store the mower in a dry, sheltered environment to prevent belt deterioration caused by moisture or

extreme temperatures. Avoid operating the mower under excessive load or harsh conditions that can

strain the drive belt system.



Replacement Guidelines

When replacing the drive belt, consult the Craftsman riding mower model 917 drive belt diagram to

ensure correct belt size and routing. Use genuine or high-quality aftermarket belts compatible with the

mower model to maintain reliability and safety.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the drive belt diagram for a Craftsman riding mower

model 917?

You can find the drive belt diagram for a Craftsman riding mower model 917 in the owner's manual or

service manual, which is often available on the official Craftsman website or through authorized dealer

websites.

How do I replace the drive belt on a Craftsman riding mower model

917?

To replace the drive belt, first disconnect the spark plug for safety, remove the mower deck, release

belt tension by adjusting the idler pulley, remove the old belt, route the new belt according to the drive

belt diagram, reinstall the deck, and reconnect the spark plug.

What type of drive belt does the Craftsman riding mower model 917

use?

The Craftsman riding mower model 917 typically uses a V-type or serpentine drive belt, specific to the

model's engine and deck configuration; check the manual or parts list for the exact part number.



Why is my Craftsman riding mower model 917 drive belt slipping or

breaking?

Drive belt slipping or breaking can be caused by wear and tear, improper tension, misalignment, debris

on the pulleys, or a damaged idler pulley. Refer to the drive belt diagram to ensure proper installation

and tension.

Can I get a printable drive belt diagram for the Craftsman mower

model 917 online?

Yes, printable drive belt diagrams for Craftsman mower model 917 can be found on various lawn

mower repair sites, forums, or directly from the Craftsman support page in PDF format.

How do I identify the correct routing of the drive belt on a Craftsman

riding mower model 917?

The correct routing of the drive belt is shown in the mower's drive belt diagram, which illustrates the

path around the engine pulley, idler pulleys, and mower deck spindles to ensure proper operation.

Is there a video tutorial available for replacing the drive belt on a

Craftsman 917 riding mower?

Yes, many DIY and lawn mower repair channels on YouTube provide step-by-step video tutorials for

replacing the drive belt on Craftsman 917 riding mowers, often including belt routing diagrams.

What tools do I need to replace the drive belt on a Craftsman riding

mower model 917?

Common tools needed include a socket wrench set, screwdrivers, pliers, and sometimes a belt

tensioner tool. Always consult the repair manual or video tutorial for specific tool requirements.



Additional Resources

1. The Complete Guide to Craftsman Riding Mowers: Maintenance and Repair

This comprehensive manual provides detailed instructions on maintaining and repairing Craftsman

riding mowers, including the model 917 series. It features step-by-step guides for troubleshooting

common issues such as drive belt replacement, engine tune-ups, and blade sharpening. Illustrated

diagrams help users identify parts and understand the mower’s mechanics for effective DIY repairs.

2. Understanding Riding Mower Drive Systems: Diagrams and Troubleshooting

Focusing on the mechanical components of riding mowers, this book explains the function and design

of drive belts and transmission systems. It includes clear diagrams of various models, including

Craftsman 917, to assist hobbyists and professionals in diagnosing drive belt problems. The

troubleshooting section offers practical advice to fix slippage, belt wear, and alignment issues.

3. Craftsman 917 Riding Mower Maintenance Handbook

Essential for Craftsman 917 owners, this handbook covers routine maintenance tasks with an

emphasis on the drive belt and related components. It explains how to remove, inspect, and replace

the drive belt safely, supported by detailed diagrams. Additional chapters cover engine care, blade

maintenance, and storage tips to prolong mower life.

4. DIY Lawn Mower Repairs: A Craftsman Model 917 Focus

This user-friendly guide is designed for DIY enthusiasts looking to repair their Craftsman 917 riding

mower without professional help. It highlights common problems, including drive belt issues, with easy-

to-follow instructions and photos. The book also provides advice on selecting the right replacement

parts and tools for efficient repairs.

5. Small Engine and Riding Mower Repair: Drive Belt Essentials

Covering a broad range of small engines and riding mowers, this book dedicates a significant portion

to drive belt systems. It explains belt types, tensioning methods, and replacement procedures, using

the Craftsman 917 as a primary example. Readers will gain insight into preventing belt failures and

maintaining optimal mower performance.



6. Illustrated Craftsman Riding Mower Parts Catalog: Model 917

Ideal for identifying parts, this catalog presents detailed, labeled illustrations of the Craftsman 917

riding mower components. It includes the drive belt assembly and related hardware, making it easier

for owners to order correct replacements. The catalog also offers tips on part compatibility and

installation procedures.

7. Riding Mower Repair and Maintenance: A Craftsman 917 Model Guide

This guidebook focuses exclusively on the Craftsman 917 riding mower, providing in-depth repair

techniques and maintenance schedules. It covers drive belt diagrams, tension adjustments, and

common issues like belt wear and slippage. Clear illustrations and troubleshooting tips help users keep

their mower running smoothly year-round.

8. Essential Mechanics of Riding Mowers: Belt Drive Systems Explained

Targeting readers interested in the mechanical engineering behind riding mowers, this book breaks

down belt drive systems in detail. It uses the Craftsman 917 model to demonstrate how drive belts

transfer power from the engine to the wheels and blades. The book also discusses belt materials,

lifespan, and how to optimize performance through proper maintenance.

9. The Home Mechanic’s Workshop: Craftsman 917 Mower Belt Replacement

This practical workshop manual walks homeowners through the process of replacing the drive belt on

a Craftsman 917 riding mower. It covers safety precautions, tool requirements, and step-by-step

procedures supported by clear diagrams. Additional sections offer advice on troubleshooting belt-

related problems and maintaining other mower systems for longevity.
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