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crash course #28 american imperialism answer key provides a detailed exploration of
the pivotal themes and events surrounding American imperialism during the late 19th and
early 20th centuries. This article delves into the historical context, motivations, key figures,
and consequences of the United States’ expansionist policies, as covered in the educational
video series. By examining the geopolitical strategies, economic interests, and cultural
ideologies that fueled American imperialism, readers will gain a comprehensive
understanding of this transformative era. Additionally, this guide offers insights into the
controversies and debates that have shaped interpretations of American imperialism. The
content serves as an essential resource for students and educators seeking clarity on the
crash course #28 american imperialism answer key and related topics. The following
sections break down the major components of American imperialism for a thorough review.

Historical Context of American Imperialism

Motivations Behind American Expansion

Key Events and Figures in American Imperialism

Consequences and Impact of Imperialism

Controversies and Debates Surrounding American Imperialism

Historical Context of American Imperialism
The period leading up to American imperialism was marked by significant domestic growth
and international change. Following the Civil War and Reconstruction, the United States
emerged as a more unified and industrialized nation. The late 19th century brought
technological innovations and a growing economy, which fueled desires for new markets
and resources. Globally, European powers were engaged in their own imperial pursuits,
intensifying competition for territories. Within this international environment, the United
States began to assert itself beyond its continental borders, influenced by both strategic
and ideological considerations. Understanding this historical backdrop is crucial to
comprehending the factors that shaped American imperialism as discussed in crash course
#28 american imperialism answer key.

Post-Civil War Industrialization
Industrial growth after the Civil War transformed the United States into a major economic
power. Railroads expanded, factories increased production, and innovations in steel and oil
industries revolutionized manufacturing. This surge in industrial capacity created a surplus



of goods, leading American leaders to seek new markets abroad to sustain economic
growth. The rise of industrial capitalism also brought a desire for raw materials that were
not readily available domestically, encouraging overseas expansion.

Global Imperial Competition
During the late 19th century, European powers like Britain, France, and Germany
aggressively expanded their empires in Africa, Asia, and the Pacific. The United States
observed these developments and felt pressure to compete on the world stage. The
scramble for colonies was not only about economic gain but also about national prestige
and strategic advantage. American policymakers saw expansion as a way to secure
influence and avoid being left behind in the global balance of power.

Motivations Behind American Expansion
The motivations for American imperialism were multifaceted, encompassing economic,
strategic, cultural, and political factors. Crash course #28 american imperialism answer key
highlights how these drivers combined to push the United States toward territorial
acquisitions and increased international involvement. Each motivation contributed uniquely
to the rationale for expansionism during this era.

Economic Interests
One of the primary motivations for American imperialism was economic expansion.
Industrialists and politicians sought new markets where American goods could be sold.
Additionally, access to raw materials such as sugar, rubber, and oil was essential for
sustaining industrial growth. Overseas territories promised these resources, as well as
opportunities for investment and trade expansion.

Strategic and Military Considerations
Strategic interests also played a significant role in American expansionism. Influenced by
naval strategist Alfred Thayer Mahan’s ideas, the United States aimed to build a powerful
navy capable of protecting global trade routes and projecting power. Establishing naval
bases in key locations such as Hawaii, the Philippines, and Guam became a priority. These
bases enhanced America’s ability to defend its interests and maintain influence in the
Pacific and Caribbean.

Cultural and Ideological Drivers
American imperialism was often justified through cultural and ideological beliefs. The
concept of Manifest Destiny evolved into a broader belief that the United States had a duty
to spread its values and civilization. Ideas such as Social Darwinism and the “White Man’s
Burden” were used to rationalize intervention and control over other peoples. This



paternalistic attitude framed imperialism as a benevolent mission to uplift “less civilized”
societies.

Key Events and Figures in American Imperialism
The crash course #28 american imperialism answer key reviews several critical events and
influential figures that shaped the era of American imperialism. These moments and
personalities illustrate how the United States expanded its influence and the challenges it
faced during this period.

The Spanish-American War
The Spanish-American War of 1898 was a defining event in American imperialism.
Triggered by the explosion of the USS Maine in Havana Harbor and fueled by sensationalist
journalism, the conflict resulted in a swift American victory. The Treaty of Paris ended the
war, with Spain ceding control of Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines to the United
States. This marked a significant expansion of American territorial holdings and established
the country as a colonial power.

President William McKinley and Theodore Roosevelt
President William McKinley played a crucial role in guiding the United States through the
Spanish-American War and its aftermath. His administration favored expansion and
acquisition of overseas territories. Theodore Roosevelt, who served as McKinley’s Vice
President and later as President, was a vigorous advocate of imperialism. Roosevelt’s “Big
Stick” diplomacy emphasized military strength and interventionism, exemplified by the
construction of the Panama Canal and the Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine.

Annexation of Hawaii
The annexation of Hawaii in 1898 was a strategic and economic move driven by American
business interests and military considerations. The islands served as an important naval
base and coaling station in the Pacific. American planters and businessmen had significant
influence in Hawaiian politics, ultimately leading to the overthrow of the Hawaiian
monarchy and formal annexation by the United States.

Consequences and Impact of Imperialism
The era of American imperialism had lasting effects on both the United States and the
territories it acquired. Crash course #28 american imperialism answer key emphasizes the
complex consequences that followed expansion, including changes in foreign policy,
domestic debates, and the experiences of colonized peoples.



Expansion of U.S. Global Influence
American imperialism transformed the United States into a major global power with
overseas territories and military bases. This expansion allowed the U.S. to influence
international affairs more directly and project power beyond its continental borders. The
acquisition of strategic locations in the Pacific and Caribbean improved America’s ability to
protect its interests and engage in global trade.

Impact on Colonized Territories
The territories acquired through imperialism experienced significant political, social, and
economic changes. While some American policies aimed at modernization and
infrastructure development, many native populations faced loss of sovereignty, cultural
disruption, and resistance to American rule. The Philippine-American War, for example, was
a brutal conflict arising from Filipino opposition to U.S. colonization.

Domestic Political and Social Effects
Imperialism sparked intense debate within the United States, dividing opinion on the merits
and morality of expansion. Anti-imperialist groups argued that imperialism contradicted
American principles of self-determination and democracy. These debates influenced
political discourse and shaped the future direction of U.S. foreign policy.

Controversies and Debates Surrounding American
Imperialism
The topic of American imperialism has been contested both historically and in
contemporary analysis. Crash course #28 american imperialism answer key addresses the
various controversies and interpretations that have emerged regarding this period of U.S.
history.

Anti-Imperialist Arguments
Opponents of imperialism challenged the ethical and constitutional implications of overseas
expansion. They contended that imperial control over foreign peoples violated core
American values and risked entangling the nation in unnecessary conflicts. Prominent anti-
imperialists included Mark Twain and Andrew Carnegie, who voiced concerns about the
consequences of empire-building.

Imperialism and Racial Theories
Imperialism was often intertwined with racial ideologies that justified domination over non-
white populations. Theories of racial superiority and Social Darwinism provided a framework
for American expansionists to claim a civilizing mission. These ideas have been critically



examined for their role in perpetuating inequality and oppression during the imperial
period.

Legacy and Modern Perspectives
Contemporary historians continue to debate the legacy of American imperialism. While
some emphasize its role in establishing the United States as a global power, others critique
the ethical costs and long-term consequences for colonized peoples. Understanding these
debates is essential for a nuanced view of American history and foreign policy as explored
in crash course #28 american imperialism answer key.

Summary of Key Points

Historical Context: Post-Civil War industrialization and global imperial competition
set the stage for American expansion.

Motivations: Economic interests, strategic military goals, and cultural ideologies
drove imperialism.

Key Events: The Spanish-American War, annexation of Hawaii, and influential leaders
like McKinley and Roosevelt shaped U.S. imperialism.

Consequences: Expansion increased U.S. global influence but also caused conflict
and debate at home and abroad.

Controversies: Anti-imperialist critiques and racial ideologies complicate the
understanding of this historical period.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of Crash Course #28 on
American Imperialism?
Crash Course #28 focuses on the period of American Imperialism, exploring how and why
the United States expanded its influence overseas in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

What were the key motivations behind American
imperialism discussed in Crash Course #28?
Key motivations included economic interests, military strategy, cultural superiority, and the
desire to compete with European powers for global influence.



Which territories did the United States acquire or
influence during the era of imperialism covered in Crash
Course #28?
The United States acquired or influenced territories such as Puerto Rico, Guam, the
Philippines, and Hawaii, and had significant involvement in Cuba and Panama.

How did the Spanish-American War contribute to
American imperialism according to Crash Course #28?
The Spanish-American War marked a turning point, resulting in the U.S. gaining control of
former Spanish colonies like the Philippines, Guam, and Puerto Rico, thereby expanding its
empire.

What were some of the domestic debates about
American imperialism highlighted in Crash Course #28?
Debates included arguments over the morality and constitutionality of imperialism,
concerns about entangling alliances, and fears about the impact on American democracy
and labor.

Additional Resources
1. American Imperialism: A Global History
This book offers a comprehensive overview of American imperialism from the late 19th
century through the 20th century. It explores the political, economic, and cultural
motivations behind the United States' expansion beyond its borders. The author examines
key events such as the Spanish-American War, the annexation of the Philippines, and the
influence of the Open Door Policy in China.

2. The Spanish-American War and Its Aftermath
Focusing specifically on the Spanish-American War, this book delves into the causes, major
battles, and consequences of the conflict. It provides insight into how the war marked a
turning point for the U.S. as an emerging imperial power. The narrative also discusses the
debates within the U.S. about imperialism and the treatment of new territories.

3. Empire by Default: The Origins of American Imperialism
This work traces the roots of American imperialism back to the 19th century, analyzing
economic interests, strategic concerns, and cultural factors. It explains how the U.S.
transitioned from isolationism to active global engagement. The book highlights the roles of
politicians, business leaders, and military figures in shaping imperial policy.

4. Overthrow: America's Century of Regime Change from Hawaii to Iraq
A critical examination of U.S. interventions around the world, this book covers a broad
timeline including the imperialist era. It details how American imperialism was often
justified through rhetoric of liberation and democracy but frequently resulted in contested
outcomes. Readers gain perspective on the long-term impact of these actions on global



politics.

5. Manifest Destiny and American Imperialism
This title connects the 19th-century ideology of Manifest Destiny with later imperialist
expansion. It discusses how the belief in the U.S. mission to spread democracy and
civilization fueled overseas expansion. The book also addresses the ethical and political
controversies that arose from this mindset.

6. The Roosevelt Corollary and the Making of the American Century
Focusing on President Theodore Roosevelt's foreign policy, this book explores the Roosevelt
Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine and its role in justifying U.S. intervention in Latin America.
It highlights how this policy shaped the U.S.’s imperial ambitions in the Western
Hemisphere. The analysis includes the effects on countries like Cuba, Panama, and the
Dominican Republic.

7. Filipino-American Relations: From Colonization to Independence
This book details the complex history of the Philippines under American rule following the
Spanish-American War. It examines the Philippine-American War, colonial governance, and
the path toward Filipino independence. The narrative also covers cultural exchange and
resistance movements during the period.

8. The Open Door Policy and American Diplomacy in Asia
An exploration of the U.S. foreign policy aimed at maintaining equal trading rights in China,
this book places the Open Door Policy within the context of American imperialism. It
discusses the motivations behind the policy and its implications for U.S.-China relations.
The book also considers the broader impact on Asian geopolitics.

9. Imperialism and Its Critics: Debates in American History
This book compiles various perspectives on American imperialism, including both support
and opposition. It features writings from prominent figures of the era and modern
historians. Readers are introduced to the moral, economic, and political arguments that
shaped the imperialism debate in the United States.
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