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craftsman router model 315.174 manual serves as an essential guide for users
seeking to understand, operate, and maintain this specific router model
efficiently. This manual provides detailed instructions and technical
information tailored to the Craftsman 315.174 router, a popular tool among
woodworking enthusiasts and professionals alike. The router’s design and
features make it versatile for a variety of routing tasks, and the manual
ensures users can maximize its capabilities safely. From assembly guidance to
troubleshooting tips, the Craftsman router model 315.174 manual covers all
critical aspects. This article delves into the contents and benefits of the
manual, offering insights on how to use the router effectively, maintain its
components, and address common issues. Additionally, it highlights the
importance of following the manual to prolong the tool’s life and improve
project outcomes. Readers will also find helpful information on safety
precautions and technical specifications, enhancing their overall experience
with the Craftsman router model 315.174.
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Overview of the Craftsman Router Model 315.174
The Craftsman router model 315.174 is a mid-range woodworking power tool
designed to provide precision and control for various routing applications.
It features a powerful motor, adjustable speed settings, and ergonomic design
elements that cater to both amateur woodworkers and seasoned professionals.
This model is known for its durability, ease of use, and compatibility with
multiple router bits and accessories. The router’s base allows for smooth
movement over work surfaces, while its depth adjustment mechanism ensures
accurate cuts. Understanding the specifications and features of this router
model is fundamental to utilizing it correctly and safely.



Key Features and Specifications
The router model 315.174 boasts several notable features that enhance its
functionality:

Powerful 1.5 horsepower motor for consistent performance

Variable speed control ranging from 10,000 to 25,000 RPM

Adjustable depth settings with fine-tuning capabilities

Durable aluminum base for stability and precision

Soft start function to reduce motor stress and enhance lifespan

Ergonomic handles for comfortable operation during extended use

These specifications combine to make the Craftsman router model 315.174 a
versatile tool suitable for edge profiling, dado cuts, mortising, and other
advanced woodworking tasks.

Understanding the Craftsman Router Model
315.174 Manual
The craftsman router model 315.174 manual is a comprehensive document that
outlines every aspect of the router’s use, maintenance, and safety. It serves
as an authoritative resource for owners, providing step-by-step instructions
and detailed diagrams. The manual is structured to facilitate easy
navigation, allowing users to quickly find information relevant to their
needs.

Contents of the Manual
The manual typically includes the following sections:

Introduction to the router and its components

Assembly instructions with parts identification

Operating procedures and speed adjustment guidelines

Maintenance schedules and lubrication recommendations

Troubleshooting tips for common issues

Safety warnings and proper handling techniques



Technical specifications and warranty information

By adhering to the manual’s instructions, users can ensure optimal
performance and avoid unnecessary damage or safety hazards.

Importance of Following the Manual
Using the craftsman router model 315.174 manual correctly is crucial for
several reasons. It helps prevent accidents by highlighting safety
precautions and proper handling methods. Moreover, the manual guides users on
correct assembly and operation, reducing the risk of mechanical failure. It
also extends the router’s service life through recommended maintenance
practices. Overall, the manual is an indispensable tool for both beginners
and experienced users who want to maximize the router’s potential.

Operating Instructions for the Craftsman Router
Model 315.174
Operating the Craftsman router model 315.174 requires understanding its
controls, settings, and recommended procedures. The manual provides detailed
guidance to ensure safe and effective use.

Setup and Assembly
Before using the router, proper assembly is essential. The manual instructs
users to:

Attach the base plate securely to the router body

Install the desired router bit using the collet and wrench

Adjust the depth stop to the required cutting depth

Connect the power supply and check the power switch functionality

Following these steps ensures the router is ready for safe operation.

Adjusting Speed and Depth
The variable speed control allows the user to tailor the router’s RPM to the
specific material and bit size. Slower speeds are generally recommended for
larger bits to prevent overheating. The manual advises users to start at a
low speed and gradually increase as needed.



Depth adjustment is performed using the precision depth stop system. The user
should make incremental adjustments and test cuts to achieve the desired
result. The manual emphasizes locking the depth adjustment securely before
beginning any routing task.

Using the Router Effectively
When routing, it is important to maintain steady pressure and consistent
movement. The manual provides tips such as:

Holding the router firmly with both hands

Moving the router against the direction of bit rotation

Making multiple shallow passes rather than a single deep cut

Ensuring the workpiece is securely clamped

These practices contribute to cleaner cuts and safer operation.

Maintenance and Care Guidelines
Proper maintenance is vital to keep the craftsman router model 315.174
functioning optimally and to extend its lifespan. The manual outlines key
maintenance tasks that should be performed regularly.

Cleaning and Lubrication
After each use, it is recommended to clean the router thoroughly by removing
dust and debris from the motor vents, base, and collet area. The manual
advises using a soft brush or compressed air to avoid damage. Lubrication of
moving parts such as the depth adjustment mechanism is necessary to maintain
smooth operation, typically using a light machine oil.

Inspecting and Replacing Parts
Regular inspection of critical components is essential. Users should check
the condition of the power cord, switches, and collet for wear or damage.
Worn or faulty parts must be replaced promptly to avoid operational hazards.
The manual provides part numbers and instructions for replacement procedures.



Storage Recommendations
When not in use, the router should be stored in a clean, dry environment to
prevent rust and corrosion. The manual suggests keeping the router in its
original case or a protective container to minimize exposure to dust and
moisture.

Troubleshooting Common Issues
The craftsman router model 315.174 manual includes a troubleshooting section
to assist users in diagnosing and resolving frequent problems encountered
during operation.

Common Problems and Solutions

Router does not start: Check power supply, ensure switch is functioning,
and inspect the power cord for damage.

Motor stalls or loses power: Verify correct bit installation, avoid
overloading with deep cuts, and allow the motor to cool if overheated.

Excessive vibration: Confirm that the bit is properly secured and not
damaged; balance the router base and check for loose parts.

Inconsistent depth adjustment: Clean and lubricate the depth adjustment
mechanism, and ensure locking levers are engaged.

Following these troubleshooting steps can prevent downtime and costly
repairs.

Safety Precautions and Best Practices
Safety is paramount when operating the Craftsman router model 315.174. The
manual extensively covers necessary precautions to mitigate risks associated
with power tool use.

Personal Protective Equipment
Users are advised to wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE)
such as:

Safety goggles or face shield to protect eyes from flying debris



Hearing protection to guard against noise exposure

Dust mask or respirator when working with materials that produce fine
dust

Non-slip gloves to improve grip and reduce vibration impact

Safe Operating Procedures
The manual emphasizes the importance of:

Inspecting the router before each use for any damage or defects

Ensuring the work area is clean and free of obstructions

Using clamps to firmly secure the workpiece

Avoiding loose clothing or jewelry that could become entangled

Disconnecting power before changing bits or performing maintenance

Keeping hands and fingers clear of the cutting area during operation

Adherence to these best practices is crucial for preventing accidents and
injuries while using the router.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I download the Craftsman router model
315.174 manual?
You can download the Craftsman router model 315.174 manual from the official
Sears PartsDirect website or from various online manual repositories by
searching for 'Craftsman router 315.174 manual PDF'.

What are the key features of the Craftsman router
model 315.174?
The Craftsman router model 315.174 features a powerful motor, variable speed
control, a durable base for stability, and is designed for precision
woodworking tasks.



How do I change the router bit on the Craftsman
315.174?
To change the router bit, first unplug the router. Use the provided wrench to
loosen the collet nut by turning it counterclockwise, remove the old bit,
insert the new bit fully, then tighten the collet nut securely by turning it
clockwise.

What safety precautions should I follow when using
the Craftsman router 315.174?
Always wear safety goggles and hearing protection, ensure the router is
unplugged when changing bits, secure your workpiece, and operate the router
within its recommended speed range to avoid accidents.

How do I adjust the depth of cut on the Craftsman
router model 315.174?
The depth of cut can be adjusted by loosening the depth adjustment knob or
lever, moving the router base or turret to the desired depth, then tightening
the knob to secure the position.

What type of router bits are compatible with the
Craftsman 315.174?
The Craftsman router 315.174 typically uses 1/4-inch or 1/2-inch shank router
bits, but it is important to verify the collet size in the manual to ensure
compatibility.

How do I troubleshoot if the Craftsman router model
315.174 does not start?
Check that the router is properly plugged in, inspect the power cord for
damage, ensure the switch is functioning, and check the carbon brushes for
wear. Replace any faulty parts as needed.

Can the Craftsman router 315.174 be used for both
handheld and table mounting?
Yes, the Craftsman router model 315.174 is designed for versatile use and can
be operated as a handheld router or mounted on a router table for precision
work.

How do I maintain and clean my Craftsman router



model 315.174?
Regularly clean the router by removing dust and debris with compressed air,
check and replace worn brushes, lubricate moving parts as per the manual, and
store the router in a dry place to prolong its lifespan.

Additional Resources
1. Craftsman Router Model 315.174: The Complete User Manual
This manual provides detailed instructions on the setup, operation, and
maintenance of the Craftsman Router Model 315.174. It covers safety
guidelines, troubleshooting tips, and detailed diagrams to help users get the
most out of their router. Whether you’re a beginner or an experienced
woodworker, this guide ensures efficient and safe usage.

2. Mastering the Craftsman Router: Techniques for Model 315.174
This book dives into advanced routing techniques specifically tailored for
the Craftsman 315.174 model. It includes project ideas, step-by-step
instructions, and tips for precision cutting, edge profiling, and joinery.
Ideal for craftsmen looking to expand their skills and create professional-
quality woodworking projects.

3. The Essential Craftsman Router Handbook
An all-in-one resource that covers various Craftsman router models with a
dedicated section for the 315.174. It includes practical advice on router bit
selection, speed adjustments, and common modifications. The handbook also
features maintenance guides to prolong the life of your router.

4. Woodworking with Craftsman Router Model 315.174
Focused on woodworking projects, this book offers detailed plans and
instructions that utilize the capabilities of the Craftsman 315.174 router.
It covers everything from basic cuts to complex inlays and decorative edges.
Users will find it helpful for both hobbyists and professional woodworkers.

5. Troubleshooting and Repair for Craftsman Router 315.174
This guide is dedicated to diagnosing and fixing common issues with the
Craftsman router model 315.174. It provides step-by-step repair procedures,
parts lists, and advice on when to seek professional help. A must-have for
those looking to maintain their tool without costly service visits.

6. Craftsman Router Model 315.174: Accessories and Upgrades
Explore the range of compatible accessories and aftermarket upgrades for the
Craftsman 315.174 router in this comprehensive guide. Topics include dust
collection systems, guide fences, and custom bases. The book helps users
enhance functionality and improve their woodworking experience.

7. DIY Woodworking Projects with Craftsman Router 315.174
This project-based book offers a variety of DIY woodworking ideas that are
perfect for the Craftsman router model 315.174. Each project includes
material lists, detailed steps, and tips for using the router effectively.



Great for users who want practical applications of their tool.

8. Safety and Best Practices for Craftsman Router Users
Dedicated to safe operation, this book outlines essential safety protocols
when using the Craftsman 315.174 router. It covers personal protective
equipment, safe handling techniques, and workspace setup to minimize
accidents. Additionally, it discusses best practices to achieve high-quality
results consistently.

9. The History and Evolution of Craftsman Routers
This book provides a historical perspective on the development of Craftsman
routers, including the 315.174 model. It traces design changes, technological
advancements, and the impact of Craftsman tools on woodworking. A fascinating
read for enthusiasts interested in the heritage of their tools.
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