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manual

craftsman radial arm saw owners manual is an essential resource for anyone who
owns or operates this versatile woodworking tool. This manual provides comprehensive
instructions on setup, safe operation, maintenance, and troubleshooting to ensure optimal
performance and longevity of the saw. Understanding the components and functions of the
Craftsman radial arm saw is crucial for achieving precision cuts and maintaining safety
standards. This article will guide users through the key aspects of the manual, including
assembly, safety guidelines, operational tips, maintenance procedures, and common
troubleshooting issues. Whether you are a novice woodworker or an experienced
professional, the craftsman radial arm saw owners manual offers valuable information to
enhance your woodworking projects. The following sections will provide a detailed overview
of each important topic related to the saw and its manual.

e Understanding the Craftsman Radial Arm Saw
e Safety Guidelines and Precautions

e Assembly and Setup Instructions

e Operating the Radial Arm Saw

¢ Maintenance and Care

e Troubleshooting Common Issues

Understanding the Craftsman Radial Arm Saw

The Craftsman radial arm saw is a multifunctional power saw designed primarily for
crosscutting wood, but it is also capable of performing ripping, mitering, beveling, and dado
cuts. The saw features a circular blade mounted on a horizontal arm, which can be adjusted
to various angles and lengths to accommodate different cutting needs. This flexibility
makes it a popular choice for woodworking enthusiasts and professionals alike.

Key Components of the Saw

The craftsman radial arm saw consists of several essential parts that ensure its
functionality. These include the radial arm, saw carriage, motor, blade assembly, fence, and
miter gauge. Understanding these components is vital for proper use and maintenance, as
outlined in the owners manual.



Types and Models

Various models of Craftsman radial arm saws exist, each with specific features and
specifications. The owners manual typically includes model-specific details such as motor
power, blade size, and adjustment mechanisms. Identifying the correct model is necessary
for locating the appropriate manual version and ensuring compatibility with replacement
parts.

Safety Guidelines and Precautions

Safety is paramount when operating the craftsman radial arm saw. The owners manual
emphasizes adherence to safety protocols to prevent accidents and injuries. Proper use of
personal protective equipment (PPE) and awareness of the saw’s operational hazards are
critical components of safe woodworking.

Personal Protective Equipment

Operators should always wear safety glasses, hearing protection, and dust masks when
using the saw. Gloves are generally discouraged during saw operation to prevent
entanglement. The manual provides detailed recommendations on PPE to ensure maximum
protection.

Safe Operating Practices

Key safety practices include securing the workpiece firmly against the fence, keeping hands
away from the blade path, and never reaching behind the blade while it is spinning. The
manual advises against wearing loose clothing or jewelry and stresses the importance of
maintaining a clean and organized work area.

Emergency Procedures

The manual also details emergency shutdown procedures and first aid measures in the
event of an accident. Knowing how to quickly stop the saw and respond to injuries can
minimize harm and ensure a safer working environment.

Assembly and Setup Instructions

Proper assembly and setup of the craftsman radial arm saw are critical for accurate cuts
and safe operation. The owners manual provides step-by-step instructions for unboxing,
assembling, and calibrating the saw before first use.



Unpacking and Inspection

Users should carefully unpack the saw and inspect all components for damage or missing
parts. The manual includes a checklist to verify that all hardware, tools, and accessories are
present.

Mounting and Positioning

The saw must be mounted on a stable, level workbench or stand. The manual recommends
securing the saw firmly to prevent movement during operation. Adequate clearance around
the saw is necessary to accommodate long workpieces and ensure operator comfort.

Blade Installation and Alignment

Installing the blade correctly is crucial for performance and safety. The owners manual
describes the proper method for mounting the blade, tightening the arbor nut, and aligning
the blade with the fence and miter gauge. Regular alignment checks prevent binding and
ensure straight cuts.

Operating the Radial Arm Saw

The craftsman radial arm saw owners manual outlines detailed operating procedures to
maximize efficiency and accuracy. Understanding how to adjust the saw settings and
execute various cuts is fundamental to successful woodworking projects.

Adjusting the Radial Arm

The radial arm can be moved forward and backward, tilted, and rotated to achieve different
cutting angles. The manual provides instructions on loosening and tightening adjustment
knobs and locking the arm securely in place before cutting.

Types of Cuts

The saw is capable of performing several types of cuts, including:

Crosscuts: Cutting across the grain of the wood for precise length adjustments.

Rip Cuts: Cutting along the grain, typically requiring fence adjustments.

Miter Cuts: Angled cuts used for joining corners.

Bevel Cuts: Tilting the blade to cut wood at an angle.

Dado Cuts: Creating grooves or channels in wood for joinery.



Using the Fence and Miter Gauge

The fence provides a stable reference for positioning the wood during cuts, while the miter
gauge helps set precise angles. The manual emphasizes the importance of securing these
components firmly and verifying their calibration before use.

Maintenance and Care

Regular maintenance is essential to keep the craftsman radial arm saw operating safely
and efficiently. The owners manual outlines routine care procedures, lubrication schedules,
and inspection tips to extend the lifespan of the saw.

Cleaning the Saw

Wood dust and debris should be cleaned from the saw after each use. The manual
recommends using a soft brush or compressed air to remove sawdust from the motor
vents, blade guard, and adjustment mechanisms.

Lubrication and Adjustments

Moving parts such as the radial arm tracks, bearings, and pivot points require periodic
lubrication. The manual specifies recommended lubricants and intervals for application.
Regular adjustment of the blade alignment and fence ensures consistent cutting accuracy.

Blade Maintenance and Replacement

Keeping the blade sharp and properly tensioned is critical for clean cuts and safe operation.
The manual advises on blade sharpening techniques, replacement schedules, and safe
blade removal and installation.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

The craftsman radial arm saw owners manual includes a troubleshooting guide to diagnose
and resolve common problems encountered during use. This section helps users quickly
identify issues and apply corrective actions to minimize downtime.

Blade Not Cutting Properly

If the saw blade produces rough or uneven cuts, the manual suggests checking for dull
blades, improper blade alignment, or loose components. Replacing or sharpening the blade
and realigning the saw often resolves these issues.



Motor Won’t Start

Motor startup problems may be caused by electrical issues, such as faulty wiring, blown
fuses, or a tripped circuit breaker. The manual provides instructions for inspecting electrical
components safely and advises consulting a professional electrician if necessary.

Excessive Vibration or Noise

Unusual vibration or noise during operation can indicate imbalance in the blade, loose
hardware, or worn bearings. The manual recommends inspecting and tightening all
fasteners and replacing worn parts to restore smooth operation.

Inaccurate Cuts

When cuts are consistently off, the problem often lies in misaligned fences, miter gauges,
or blade angles. The manual details calibration procedures to correct alignment and ensure
precise cutting measurements.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can | find the Craftsman radial arm saw owner's
manual online?

You can find the Craftsman radial arm saw owner's manual on the official Sears website,
through manual archive websites, or in PDF form via a quick web search by entering your
model number followed by ‘owner's manual'.

What are the safety precautions mentioned in the
Craftsman radial arm saw owner's manual?

The manual advises wearing safety goggles, keeping the work area clean, ensuring the saw
is properly grounded, disconnecting power before servicing, and never removing safety
guards while operating.

How do | adjust the blade alignment on a Craftsman
radial arm saw according to the manual?

The manual typically instructs to loosen the adjustment bolts, align the blade parallel to the
fence using a square, then tighten the bolts securely to ensure accurate cuts.

What maintenance tips are provided in the Craftsman



radial arm saw owner's manual?

Routine maintenance includes cleaning sawdust from the motor and moving parts,
lubricating pivot points, checking blade sharpness, and inspecting electrical cords for
damage.

How do | replace the blade on a Craftsman radial arm
saw as per the owner's manual?

First, unplug the saw, then use the blade wrench to loosen the arbor nut, carefully remove
the old blade, place the new blade ensuring the teeth face the correct direction, and tighten
the nut securely.

Can the Craftsman radial arm saw owner's manual help
me troubleshoot common issues?

Yes, the manual includes a troubleshooting section that addresses problems such as motor
not starting, blade not spinning properly, or inaccurate cuts, with suggested solutions.

What are the recommended blade sizes for a Craftsman
radial arm saw mentioned in the manual?

The manual typically recommends using blades that are 10 to 12 inches in diameter, but
it's important to check your specific model’s manual for exact specifications.

How do | set the cutting depth on a Craftsman radial
arm saw according to the owner's manual?

The manual explains adjusting the depth stop or raising/lowering the blade arm to the
desired cutting depth, then locking it in place before making cuts.

Is there guidance on calibrating the fence and miter
settings in the Craftsman radial arm saw owner's
manual?

Yes, the manual provides step-by-step instructions on calibrating the fence and miter
settings using measuring tools to ensure accurate angle and crosscuts.

Additional Resources

1. Craftsman Radial Arm Saw: The Complete Owner’s Guide

This comprehensive manual covers everything a Craftsman radial arm saw owner needs to
know, from initial setup to advanced cutting techniques. It includes detailed safety
instructions, maintenance tips, and troubleshooting advice. Perfect for both beginners and
experienced woodworkers.



2. Mastering the Radial Arm Saw: Techniques and Projects

This book offers step-by-step instructions on how to use a radial arm saw effectively for
various woodworking projects. It explores different cutting methods, blade selection, and
precision adjustments to maximize your saw's potential. Ideal for woodworkers looking to
enhance their skills.

3. Radial Arm Saw Maintenance and Repair Handbook

Focused on upkeep and repair, this guide helps owners keep their radial arm saws in top
working condition. It explains how to identify common issues, perform routine maintenance,
and execute repairs safely. A must-have for prolonging the life of your saw.

4. The Woodworker’s Guide to Radial Arm Saw Safety

Safety is paramount when using power tools, and this book emphasizes proper safety
protocols for radial arm saw users. It details protective gear, safe operating procedures,
and hazard prevention strategies. An essential resource for new and experienced users
alike.

5. Vintage Craftsman Tools: Radial Arm Saw Edition

This book explores the history and evolution of Craftsman radial arm saws, including
vintage models and their unique features. It includes restoration tips and advice on
sourcing replacement parts. Great for collectors and enthusiasts of classic woodworking
tools.

6. Precision Cutting with the Radial Arm Saw

Learn how to achieve perfectly accurate cuts with your radial arm saw through detailed
explanations and practical exercises. This book covers measurement techniques, alignment
methods, and fine-tuning for precision woodworking. Suitable for hobbyists aiming for
professional results.

7. DIY Furniture Projects Using a Radial Arm Saw

Discover a variety of furniture projects that can be crafted using a radial arm saw, complete
with material lists and step-by-step instructions. The book encourages creativity while
teaching efficient cutting and assembly strategies. Perfect for DIY enthusiasts looking to
build custom pieces.

8. Understanding Radial Arm Saw Blades and Accessories

This guide provides in-depth information about different types of blades and accessories
compatible with radial arm saws. It helps users select the right tools for specific cuts and
materials, enhancing both safety and performance. A helpful reference for optimizing your
saw setup.

9. Radial Arm Saw Troubleshooting and Problem Solving

When your radial arm saw isn’t performing as expected, this book offers practical solutions
to common problems. It includes diagnostic checklists, repair tips, and advice on when to
seek professional help. An invaluable resource to minimize downtime and maintain
productivity.
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little surprised when my brother got me a set of

Craftsman Versastack and Dewalt Tstak drawers for days After acquiring the Craftsman
name,SBD is making an attempt to relaunch Craftsman as a midrange value priced brand similar to



their Porter Cable brand for instance.

wingless' Craftsman 171.25475 Router Table Restoration / Upgrade My (new to me)
Craftsman 171.25475 router table was mostly complete and in good condition. It was missing the
291-202 /1609441472 2" OD router table insert set that is no

Craftsman Air Compressor Model No. 919.184191 - Tools in Action I am trying to locate a
new pump for my Craftsman Air Compressor Model No. 919.184191 In doing so, I found the current
pump Part No. Z-D22624 was manufactured by

Craftsman? - Hand Tools - Power Tool Forum - Tools in Action Is craftsman the best hand to
Brand? I am thinking about buying all new hand tools and some people are telling me to buy
craftsman only because they are American made but

wingless' Craftsman 315.17381 Router, 315.17560 Router and A long time ago I had a really
nice Craftsman Professional 315.17380 router, 14701 case, 9-25444 router table, 9-25179 edge
guide and bits that suffered from a long period of

Craftsman Date Codes/Stampings - Tools in Action My Craftsman table saw isa 113.298761,
so it’'s made by Emerson. The date code is 92211.0470. I have 5 numbers in front as opposed to only
having 4. The number 9 is not for

Craftsman, Kobalt, and Husky: A survey - Hand Tools - Power Tool For many tool users store
brand tools like Craftsman, Kobalt, and Husky offer the best solution for their needs. With the
convenience of the many store locations, lifetime

Craftsman Cordless V20 CMCE560 mosquito repellent Craftsman, though, has a decades-old
reputation that has been touted for generations. They were grandpa's tools, and in many cases today
great-grandpa's and his

Where do Dewalt Mechanic Tools rank? - Tools in Action Where is does Dewalt stand
regarding mechanic tool sets? Above or below Husky? Stanley? Any and all help will be appreciated
Craftsman Files: Made In India - Hand Tools - Power Tool Forum It's not news that much of
the Craftsman line has moved to Chinese production, which is certainly not a good thing. But I was a
little surprised when my brother got me a set of

Craftsman Versastack and Dewalt Tstak drawers for days After acquiring the Craftsman
name,SBD is making an attempt to relaunch Craftsman as a midrange value priced brand similar to
their Porter Cable brand for instance.

wingless' Craftsman 171.25475 Router Table Restoration / Upgrade My (new to me)
Craftsman 171.25475 router table was mostly complete and in good condition. It was missing the
29L-202 /1609441472 2" OD router table insert set that is no

Craftsman Air Compressor Model No. 919.184191 - Tools in Action I am trying to locate a
new pump for my Craftsman Air Compressor Model No. 919.184191 In doing so, I found the current
pump Part No. Z-D22624 was manufactured by

Craftsman? - Hand Tools - Power Tool Forum - Tools in Action Is craftsman the best hand to
Brand? I am thinking about buying all new hand tools and some people are telling me to buy
craftsman only because they are American made but

wingless' Craftsman 315.17381 Router, 315.17560 Router and A long time ago I had a really
nice Craftsman Professional 315.17380 router, 14701 case, 9-25444 router table, 9-25179 edge
guide and bits that suffered from a long period of
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Radial Arm Saws Are Recalled (Los Angeles Times6y) WASHINGTON — A Missouri company is
recalling about 3.7 million Craftsman brand radial arm saws sold in the last 40 years because of
about 300 reports of severe injuries caused by incompletely guarded

Radial Arm Saws Are Recalled (Los Angeles Times6y) WASHINGTON — A Missouri company is
recalling about 3.7 million Craftsman brand radial arm saws sold in the last 40 years because of
about 300 reports of severe injuries caused by incompletely guarded
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