
cpt code for acl reconstruction
cpt code for acl reconstruction is a crucial element in medical billing and
coding, particularly for orthopedic surgeries involving the knee. The
anterior cruciate ligament (ACL) is essential for knee stability, and its
reconstruction is a common procedure following injury. Understanding the
correct CPT (Current Procedural Terminology) code for ACL reconstruction
ensures accurate documentation, billing, and reimbursement from insurance
providers. This article provides a detailed overview of the CPT code
associated with ACL reconstruction, explains its significance, and discusses
related coding considerations. Additionally, it covers variations in surgical
techniques and how they influence coding choices. For healthcare
professionals, coders, and billing specialists, mastering the nuances of ACL
reconstruction coding is vital for compliance and financial accuracy. The
following sections will explore the CPT code specifics, related codes, and
best practices for coding ACL reconstruction procedures.

Understanding the CPT Code for ACL Reconstruction

Types of ACL Reconstruction Procedures and Corresponding Codes

Modifiers and Additional Codes in ACL Reconstruction Billing

Common Coding Challenges and How to Address Them

Importance of Accurate Documentation for ACL Reconstruction

Understanding the CPT Code for ACL
Reconstruction
The CPT code for ACL reconstruction primarily used in medical billing is
29888. This code specifically represents arthroscopically aided anterior
cruciate ligament repair or reconstruction. It is essential for healthcare
providers and coders to accurately apply this code to reflect the surgical
procedure performed on the patient. The use of CPT 29888 indicates that the
ACL reconstruction was performed arthroscopically, which is the minimally
invasive approach most commonly used today.

Accurate coding with CPT 29888 ensures that insurance companies and payers
recognize the complexity and scope of the surgery. It also facilitates
appropriate reimbursement rates and reduces the risk of claim denials due to
incorrect or incomplete coding. This CPT code covers the entire
reconstruction process, including graft harvesting, preparation, and
fixation.



Definition and Scope of CPT 29888
CPT 29888 is defined as arthroscopically aided anterior cruciate ligament
repair/ reconstruction. This includes the surgical steps of identifying the
torn ACL, preparing the knee joint, harvesting the graft (autograft or
allograft), and securing the new ligament in place using fixation devices
such as screws or buttons. The comprehensive nature of this code means that
additional codes for graft harvesting are generally not necessary unless
performed separately.

When to Use CPT 29888
This code should be used when the ACL reconstruction is performed with
arthroscopic assistance. If the procedure is done via an open technique
rather than arthroscopic, a different code may be applicable. Most modern ACL
reconstructions are arthroscopic, making CPT 29888 the most frequently used
code in clinical practice.

Types of ACL Reconstruction Procedures and
Corresponding Codes
ACL reconstruction techniques vary depending on the patient’s condition,
surgeon preference, and graft choice. Different procedural nuances may
require the use of additional or alternative CPT codes alongside CPT 29888.
Understanding these variations helps ensure correct coding and billing.

Autograft vs. Allograft Procedures
ACL reconstruction can involve either autograft (patient’s own tissue) or
allograft (donor tissue). While CPT 29888 covers the reconstruction itself,
graft harvesting may require additional codes if performed separately. For
example, harvesting a patellar tendon autograft might be coded differently if
done as a standalone procedure.

Open ACL Reconstruction Codes
Although arthroscopic techniques dominate, some cases may require open ACL
reconstruction. CPT codes such as 27409 (open repair) may apply. However,
these are less commonly used since arthroscopic methods offer faster recovery
and less postoperative pain.



Concomitant Procedures
ACL reconstruction is often performed alongside other procedures like
meniscectomy, meniscus repair, or cartilage restoration. These procedures
have their own CPT codes and should be reported separately in addition to CPT
29888. Proper bundling and modifier usage are important to avoid billing
errors.

Modifiers and Additional Codes in ACL
Reconstruction Billing
Modifiers play a vital role in clarifying the CPT code for ACL
reconstruction, especially when multiple procedures occur during the same
surgical session or when billing for bilateral surgeries.

Commonly Used Modifiers

Modifier 50: Indicates a bilateral procedure, used when ACL
reconstruction is performed on both knees during the same operative
session.

Modifier 59: Used to indicate a distinct procedural service, often
necessary when multiple unrelated procedures are performed concurrently.

Modifier 76: Denotes a repeat procedure by the same physician on the
same day, if applicable.

Additional Codes for Graft Harvesting
In some cases, especially when graft harvesting is extensive or performed
separately, additional CPT codes may be required. Examples include codes for
harvesting the patellar tendon or hamstring tendons. Documentation must
support the necessity of these additional codes to justify their use.

Common Coding Challenges and How to Address
Them
Coding ACL reconstruction accurately can be complex due to overlapping
procedures, variations in surgical technique, and payer-specific guidelines.
Awareness of common challenges helps reduce claim denials and improves
reimbursement efficiency.



Avoiding Duplicate Coding
One frequent issue is the inappropriate use of multiple codes for the same
reconstruction steps. Since CPT 29888 encompasses the reconstruction and
often graft harvesting, billing separately for graft harvest without clear
documentation can lead to denials.

Dealing with Payer-Specific Requirements
Insurance carriers may have distinct policies regarding ACL reconstruction
coding. Some may request operative notes, graft source details, or impose
restrictions on billing additional procedures. Staying informed about payer
rules and submitting thorough documentation is essential.

Correct Use of Modifiers
Misapplication of modifiers like 50 or 59 may result in claim rejections.
Coders should carefully review the operative report and coding guidelines to
apply modifiers appropriately, especially for bilateral or multiple
procedures.

Importance of Accurate Documentation for ACL
Reconstruction
Accurate and detailed documentation is critical for supporting the CPT code
for ACL reconstruction. The operative report should clearly describe the
surgical technique, graft type, fixation methods, and any concomitant
procedures.

Key Documentation Elements

Confirmation of arthroscopic technique if CPT 29888 is reported.

Type and source of graft (autograft vs. allograft).

Details of graft harvesting procedure.

Additional procedures performed during the surgery.

Laterality and surgical approach.



Impact on Reimbursement and Compliance
Thorough documentation supports the medical necessity of the procedure and
justifies the use of specific CPT codes. It also protects providers during
audits and helps ensure compliance with regulatory standards. Proper record-
keeping contributes to efficient claims processing and reduces the risk of
payment delays.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the CPT code for ACL reconstruction surgery?
The CPT code for anterior cruciate ligament (ACL) reconstruction surgery is
29888.

Does CPT code 29888 cover both autograft and
allograft ACL reconstruction?
Yes, CPT code 29888 is used for arthroscopically aided ACL reconstruction and
covers both autograft and allograft procedures.

Is CPT code 29888 used for revision ACL
reconstruction?
Yes, CPT code 29888 can be used for both primary and revision ACL
reconstruction surgeries.

Are there any add-on CPT codes associated with ACL
reconstruction?
Additional procedures such as meniscus repair or chondroplasty performed
during ACL reconstruction have separate CPT codes and are reported in
addition to 29888.

How is CPT code 29888 different from open ACL
reconstruction codes?
CPT code 29888 specifically describes arthroscopically aided ACL
reconstruction, whereas open ACL reconstruction codes are less commonly used
as arthroscopic methods are standard.

Can CPT code 29888 be used for partial ACL repair?
No, CPT code 29888 is designated for complete ACL reconstruction, not partial
repairs, which may require different coding.



Additional Resources
1. Mastering CPT Coding for ACL Reconstruction
This comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of CPT coding
specifically for ACL reconstruction procedures. It offers detailed
explanations of relevant codes, billing tips, and common pitfalls to avoid.
Ideal for medical coders, billers, and orthopedic professionals seeking
accuracy and compliance in documentation.

2. Orthopedic Surgery Coding: ACL Reconstruction and Beyond
Focusing on orthopedic surgery coding, this book covers ACL reconstruction
extensively along with related procedures. It provides case studies, coding
scenarios, and updates on the latest CPT guidelines. The text is valuable for
coding professionals aiming to enhance their expertise in musculoskeletal
surgery billing.

3. The Complete CPT Coding Manual for Sports Medicine Procedures
This manual offers a broad overview of CPT codes used in sports medicine,
with a dedicated section on ACL reconstruction. It explains code selection,
modifiers, and reimbursement strategies. Readers will benefit from practical
advice on documentation and compliance within sports injury treatments.

4. CPT Coding Essentials for Orthopedic Surgeons
Designed for orthopedic surgeons and their coding teams, this book simplifies
complex CPT coding rules related to ACL reconstruction. It highlights the
importance of accurate code use for surgical procedures and postoperative
care. The guide also explores the impact of coding on revenue cycle
management.

5. Billing and Coding for ACL Reconstruction: A Practical Approach
This resource focuses on the billing and coding process specific to ACL
reconstruction surgeries. It includes step-by-step instructions, sample
forms, and tips for handling insurance claims. The book is particularly
useful for medical office staff and practice managers in orthopedic clinics.

6. Advanced CPT Coding Strategies for Knee Ligament Repairs
Targeting advanced coders, this book covers complex CPT coding scenarios
involving ACL repairs and associated ligament surgeries. It discusses coding
modifiers, bundling issues, and payer-specific requirements. The thorough
analysis helps coders optimize claims and reduce denials.

7. Clinical Documentation and CPT Coding for ACL Reconstruction
This title emphasizes the relationship between clinical documentation and
accurate CPT coding in ACL reconstruction cases. It provides templates and
examples to improve medical record keeping. The book aims to enhance coder-
clinician collaboration for better coding outcomes.

8. Essentials of CPT Coding in Sports Orthopedics
Offering a concise overview of CPT coding in sports-related orthopedic
procedures, this book includes a focus on ACL reconstruction. It outlines key
codes, documentation standards, and regulatory compliance. Suitable for



students and new coders entering the sports medicine field.

9. CPT and ICD-10 Coding Guide for Knee Surgery
This guide integrates CPT and ICD-10 coding for various knee surgeries, with
a significant section on ACL reconstruction. It assists in linking diagnosis
codes with procedure codes for accurate billing. The book is a practical
reference for coders aiming to streamline the coding process in orthopedic
surgery.
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coding principles to actual cases. Netter's Anatomy illustrations help you understand anatomy and
how it affects coding. Success Strategies section in the text guides you step-by-step through the
entire exam process. Concise outline format helps you access information quickly and study more
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experience and insight of a dream team of ACL experts, including James Andrews on sports
medicine, Frank Noyes on HTO and ACLR, and Andrew Amis on the benefits of the older femoral
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Certified Professional Coder Exam Prep 2025–2026” by Elliot Spencer. This professionally crafted
guide is more than a study tool—it’s your personal roadmap to exam success and career
advancement. Packed with over 700+ practice questions, detailed answer explanations, and proven
test-taking strategies, this book gives you everything you need to understand, retain, and apply
complex coding principles. Whether you're just beginning your journey or brushing up for your
recertification, this guide is tailored to fit your learning style, boost your confidence, and increase
your passing score potential. Unlike generic coding guides, this book is strategically designed
around the latest CPC exam format, updated guidelines, and real-world coding challenges. You'll
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seasoned coding educator Elliot Spencer, this study guide speaks directly to your struggles,
eliminates confusion, and provides the clarity and confidence you need to succeed. With practical
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make it easy to study while on the go and to review your answers. - UPDATED content includes the
latest coding information, promoting exam success and accurate coding on the job. - NEW! ICD-10
content and exams on the Evolve companion website ensure that you are fully prepared for the
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includes electronic practice exams that simulate the actual AHIMA exam experience to help you
overcome test anxiety. Pre-, post-, and final exams allow you to track your learning. Answers and
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links aid your understanding. Comprehensive CCS coverage highlights essential information for
passing the AHIMA CCS exam, accompanied by detailed figures, for the most efficient exam review.
Concise outline format gives you quick and easy access to content and helps you make the most of
your study time. NEW! Facility-based coding activities challenge you to apply your knowledge to 35
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  cpt code for acl reconstruction: Certified Professional Coder (CPC) Study Guide Calvin Yates,
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offers flexibility, stability, and impact? In today’s rapidly evolving healthcare landscape, the need for
skilled medical coders has never been greater. With insurance requirements becoming more
complex and compliance standards tightening, certified coding professionals play a crucial role in
keeping healthcare systems efficient, ethical, and accurate. This comprehensive study guide is your
ultimate companion on the journey to passing the Certified Professional Coder (CPC) exam—a
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you need to know to pass your certification exam. - Concise outline format helps you access key
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cases. - Success Strategies section guides you through the entire exam process. - Practice exams on
the Evolve companion website allow you to assess strengths and weaknesses and develop a plan for
focused study. - A final exam located on the Evolve website simulates the actual testing experience
you'll encounter when you take the facility certification exam. - Answers and rationales to the
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ICD-10 code sets, promoting exam success and accurate coding on the job. - NEW! Mobile-optimized
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pathophysiology questions that may be downloaded to mobile devices.
  cpt code for acl reconstruction: Facility Coding Exam Review 2014 Carol J. Buck,
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compliance, and data quality management. Real-World Case Scenarios – Patient-based simulations
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walkthroughs to build real-world application skills. Proven Test-Taking Strategies – Time
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multiple-choice and scenario-based questions with confidence. Exam-Focused Layout – Chapters and
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Surgical technique videos on the DVD help you hone and refine your skill set.
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2009-03-26 Managed care contracting is a process that frustrates even the best administrators.



However, to ignore this complexity is to do so at your own expense. You don‘t necessarily need to
bear the cost of overpriced legal advice, but you do need to know what questions to ask, what
clauses to avoid, what contingencies to cover ... and when to ask a lawyer
  cpt code for acl reconstruction: Physician Integration & Alignment Maria K. Todd,
2012-11-05 Today, with physician and hospital reimbursement being cut and tied to quality
incentives, physicians and health plans are revisiting the concept of integration. Payers are
demanding that the industry do more with less without sacrificing quality of care. As a result,
physicians again find themselves integrating and aligning with hospitals that hav
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