craftsman 917 mower manual

craftsman 917 mower manual is an essential resource for anyone who owns or operates a
Craftsman 917 lawn mower. Whether you need guidance on assembly, maintenance, troubleshooting,
or understanding specific parts, this manual provides detailed instructions to ensure optimal
performance and longevity of your mower. The Craftsman 917 series is well-known for its durability
and efficiency, but proper care and knowledge are vital to keep it running smoothly. This article
explores the key components of the Craftsman 917 mower manual, including safety guidelines,
operational instructions, maintenance routines, and repair tips. Additionally, it outlines how to
interpret the manual's diagrams and parts lists to facilitate easier repairs. Understanding the contents
of the Craftsman 917 mower manual will empower users to maintain their equipment effectively and
handle common issues confidently.
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Overview of the Craftsman 917 Mower Manual

The Craftsman 917 mower manual serves as a comprehensive guide designed to assist users with
every aspect of their lawn mower. It typically includes detailed diagrams, step-by-step instructions,
and specifications specific to the Craftsman 917 model. The manual covers the assembly process,
detailed operational procedures, and routine maintenance schedules. It also provides troubleshooting
advice to diagnose and resolve various mower problems. Having access to the manual ensures that
users can maximize the mower’s efficiency and lifespan while maintaining safety standards.

Contents of the Manual

The manual is organized into several key sections to facilitate ease of use:

 Safety information and warnings
e Assembly instructions and setup guidelines

e Operating procedures and controls explanation



e Maintenance schedules and procedures
e Troubleshooting tips and solutions

¢ Parts diagrams and replacement instructions

Safety Instructions and Precautions

Safety is a primary focus throughout the Craftsman 917 mower manual. The manual emphasizes the
importance of following all safety instructions to prevent accidents and injuries. It outlines appropriate
protective gear recommendations such as wearing sturdy shoes, eye protection, and gloves.
Additionally, it highlights important operational safety tips to avoid hazards when mowing, such as
clearing debris and keeping bystanders away from the mower deck.

Essential Safety Guidelines

Key safety precautions include:

¢ Always read the entire manual before operating the mower.

Keep hands and feet away from moving parts.

Do not operate the mower on steep slopes to prevent rollovers.

Turn off the engine and disconnect spark plug before servicing.

Ensure children and pets are at a safe distance during operation.

Operating the Craftsman 917 Mower

The manual provides detailed instructions on how to properly operate the Craftsman 917 mower to
achieve the best mowing results. It explains the location and function of all controls, including the
throttle, choke, drive engagement, and blade engagement mechanisms. Additionally, it describes how
to adjust the cutting height and how to start and stop the mower safely.

Starting and Stopping Procedures

Proper starting and stopping procedures are critical for safe and efficient mower operation. The
manual instructs users to:

e Check fuel and oil levels before starting.



Engage the parking brake if applicable.

Set the throttle to the correct position and use the choke if necessary.

Pull the starter cord or use the electric start button according to the model specifications.

Disengage the blades and shut off the engine before leaving the mower unattended.

Maintenance and Care Guidelines

Routine maintenance is vital to keep the Craftsman 917 mower functioning properly. The manual
outlines a maintenance schedule that includes regular tasks such as oil changes, air filter cleaning or
replacement, spark plug inspection, and blade sharpening. Proper maintenance extends the mower’s
lifespan and ensures consistent cutting performance.

Recommended Maintenance Tasks

Maintenance tasks covered in the manual include:

=

. Changing the engine oil after the first 5 hours and then every 25 hours of use.

N

. Cleaning or replacing the air filter every 25 hours or more frequently in dusty conditions.

w

. Inspecting and replacing the spark plug annually or if the engine runs rough.

N

. Sharpening or replacing mower blades to maintain a clean cut.

ul

. Cleaning the mower deck to prevent grass buildup and corrosion.

(®)]

. Checking tire pressure and wheel alignment regularly.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

The Craftsman 917 mower manual includes a troubleshooting section that helps diagnose and resolve
frequent problems encountered by users. This section covers issues such as difficulty starting the
engine, uneven cutting, excessive vibration, and unusual noises during operation. The manual
provides possible causes and step-by-step solutions to fix these problems safely and efficiently.

Common Problems and Solutions

e Engine won't start: Check fuel level, ensure spark plug is connected, and verify choke



position.

Uneven cutting: Inspect blades for damage or dullness and check cutting height settings.

Excessive vibration: Examine blades for balance or damage and inspect mower deck mounts.

Mower stalls under load: Clean air filter and check carburetor for clogs.

Drive system not engaging: Adjust drive belt tension or replace worn belts.

Parts Identification and Replacement

The manual provides detailed diagrams and part numbers to assist users in identifying specific
components of the Craftsman 917 mower. This information is crucial when ordering replacement parts
or performing repairs. Understanding the parts layout helps ensure compatibility and correct
installation, which maintains mower performance and safety.

Using Parts Diagrams Effectively

Parts diagrams included in the manual depict exploded views of major assemblies such as the engine,
cutting deck, transmission, and control systems. Each part is labeled with a reference number that
corresponds to a parts list with descriptions and part numbers. This allows users or technicians to:

Identify worn or damaged components accurately.

Order correct replacement parts from authorized dealers.

Follow instructions for disassembly and reassembly during repairs.

Maintain a clear understanding of mower construction and function.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can | find the Craftsman 917 mower manual online?

You can find the Craftsman 917 mower manual on the official Sears PartsDirect website or other
manual repository sites by searching for the specific model number.

How do | identify the model number for my Craftsman 917
mower to get the correct manual?

The model number is usually located on a decal or metal plate on the mower’s deck or engine



housing. It typically starts with 917 and is followed by additional digits and/or letters.

What maintenance information is included in the Craftsman
917 mower manual?

The manual includes instructions on routine maintenance such as oil changes, air filter replacement,
spark plug replacement, blade sharpening, and belt adjustments to keep the mower running
efficiently.

Does the Craftsman 917 mower manual provide
troubleshooting tips?

Yes, the manual typically includes a troubleshooting section that helps diagnose common problems
such as engine not starting, uneven cutting, or mower not self-propelling, along with recommended
solutions.

Can | download a PDF version of the Craftsman 917 mower
manual for free?

Many websites offer free PDF downloads of the Craftsman 917 mower manual, including Sears
PartsDirect and various manual archive sites; however, always ensure you download from a reputable
source to avoid malware.

Additional Resources

1. Craftsman 917 Mower Maintenance and Repair Guide

This comprehensive manual offers detailed instructions on maintaining and repairing the Craftsman
917 mower. It covers routine maintenance tasks such as blade sharpening, oil changes, and belt
replacements. The guide is ideal for both beginners and experienced users looking to extend the life
of their mower.

2. Small Engine Repair for Craftsman Lawn Mowers

Focusing on small engine mechanics, this book provides step-by-step procedures for troubleshooting
and repairing engines found in Craftsman lawn mowers. It includes clear diagrams and tips on
diagnosing common issues like starting problems and engine stalling. Perfect for DIY enthusiasts who
want to keep their mower running smoothly.

3. The Complete Craftsman 917 Mower User Manual

This user manual is an essential resource that outlines every feature and function of the Craftsman
917 mower. It includes safety instructions, assembly guidelines, and operational tips to help users
maximize mower performance. The manual also offers advice on seasonal storage and care.

4. DIY Lawn Mower Repair: Craftsman 917 Edition

Designed for do-it-yourselfers, this book breaks down complex mower repairs into easy-to-follow
steps. It covers engine tune-ups, deck adjustments, and electrical system repairs specific to the
Craftsman 917 model. The book also includes troubleshooting charts to quickly identify issues.



5. Maintaining Your Craftsman 917 Mower: Best Practices

This book emphasizes preventive maintenance techniques to keep the Craftsman 917 mower in
optimal condition. Readers will learn how to perform regular inspections, clean mower components,
and replace worn parts effectively. The guide promotes longevity and efficient mower operation.

6. Craftsman 917 Mower Parts and Accessories Handbook

A valuable reference for sourcing and installing replacement parts and accessories for the Craftsman
917 mower. The book features detailed parts diagrams, part numbers, and compatibility information.
It assists users in upgrading or repairing their mower with confidence.

7. Troubleshooting Common Problems with Craftsman 917 Mowers

This troubleshooting guide targets frequent issues faced by Craftsman 917 mower owners, such as
engine failures, cutting inconsistencies, and starting difficulties. It offers practical solutions and repair
tips to resolve problems quickly. The book is a handy companion for routine troubleshooting.

8. Winterizing and Storing Your Craftsman 917 Mower

Proper storage is crucial for the longevity of lawn mowers, and this book details the best practices for
winterizing the Craftsman 917. It includes instructions for fuel stabilization, battery care, and
protecting mower components from rust and corrosion. This guide ensures your mower is ready for
use come spring.

9. Craftsman 917 Mower Safety and Operation Manual

Focused on safe operation, this manual educates users on the correct handling of the Craftsman 917
mower. It covers safety features, hazard prevention, and emergency procedures. The book aims to
reduce accidents and promote responsible mower use.
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