cpt code for flu and covid test

cpt code for flu and covid test is a critical topic for healthcare providers,
medical coders, and billing professionals navigating the complexities of
diagnostic testing reimbursement. Accurate coding ensures proper
documentation, facilitates insurance claims, and supports compliance with
healthcare regulations. This article delves into the specific CPT codes
associated with influenza (flu) and COVID-19 testing, highlighting their
differences, applications, and updates in coding guidelines. Whether
conducting rapid antigen tests, PCR assays, or combined panels, understanding
the appropriate CPT codes is essential for efficient medical billing.
Additionally, this guide covers the nuances of coding for testing performed
in various settings, as well as related procedural considerations. The
comprehensive coverage of the cpt code for flu and covid test will assist
medical personnel in optimizing coding practices and reducing claim denials.
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Overview of CPT Codes for Flu and COVID Testing

The Current Procedural Terminology (CPT) codes are standardized codes used to
describe medical, surgical, and diagnostic services. When it comes to
infectious disease testing, such as for influenza and COVID-19, CPT codes
provide a uniform language for reporting and billing. Distinguishing between
flu and COVID testing requires familiarity with the specific codes assigned
to different types of tests, including molecular assays, antigen detection,
and multiplex panels. Accurate use of the cpt code for flu and covid test is
crucial for ensuring proper reimbursement and compliance with payer
requirements.

These codes are updated regularly by the American Medical Association (AMA)
to reflect advances in testing technology and public health needs. Healthcare
providers must stay informed about these changes to maintain coding accuracy.



CPT Codes for Influenza Testing

Influenza testing is performed using various methods such as rapid antigen
detection tests, molecular assays like PCR, and immunofluorescence assays.
Each method corresponds to specific CPT codes that describe the procedure
performed. Selecting the correct CPT code for flu testing depends on the test
type and the laboratory or point-of-care setting.

Common CPT Codes for Influenza Testing

Below are frequently used CPT codes for influenza diagnostic tests:

» 87804: Infectious agent antigen detection by immunoassay technique,
influenza virus

e 87501: Infectious agent detection by nucleic acid (DNA or RNA);
influenza virus, amplified probe technique

* 87400: Infectious agent detection by nucleic acid (DNA or RNA);
influenza virus, direct probe technique

These codes differ based on the methodology: antigen detection (rapid tests),
amplified probe (PCR), or direct probe (non-amplified nucleic acid). Proper
documentation specifying the test type is necessary to support code
selection.

Special Considerations for Influenza Testing Codes

It is important to note that some payers may have specific requirements
regarding flu testing CPT codes. For example, rapid influenza diagnostic
tests (RIDTs) are commonly billed using 87804, but PCR tests require 87501.
Inpatient and outpatient settings may also influence coding decisions.
Furthermore, when influenza testing is part of a broader respiratory panel,
different CPT codes may apply.

CPT Codes for COVID-19 Testing

COVID-19 testing utilizes a range of diagnostic methods, including molecular
tests (RT-PCR), antigen tests, and antibody tests. The CPT codes for COVID-19
testing were introduced rapidly in response to the pandemic and have been
updated regularly to accommodate new testing modalities and reporting
requirements.



Molecular and Antigen COVID-19 Testing Codes

The primary CPT codes for COVID-19 diagnostic testing include:

¢ 87635: Infectious agent detection by nucleic acid (DNA or RNA), SARS-
CoV-2 (COVID-19), amplified probe technique

» 87811: Infectious agent antigen detection by immunoassay technique,
SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19)

Code 87635 is used for RT-PCR and other nucleic acid amplification tests
(NAATs), which are considered the gold standard for COVID-19 diagnosis. Code
87811 applies to rapid antigen tests that provide faster results but may have
variable sensitivity.

COVID-19 Antibody Testing Codes

While not diagnostic, antibody tests to detect past COVID-19 infection have
separate CPT codes, such as:

* 86769: Antibody detection for SARS-CoV-2, qualitative or
semiquantitative

These are generally used for serologic surveillance rather than active
infection diagnosis.

Combined Flu and COVID Testing CPT Codes

Given the overlap in symptoms and the concurrent circulation of influenza and
SARS-CoV-2 viruses, combined testing panels have become increasingly common.
CPT codes exist to describe multiplex assays that detect both influenza
viruses and COVID-19 in a single test.

Multiplex Panel CPT Codes

Key CPT codes for combined flu and COVID testing include:

e 87631: Infectious agent detection by nucleic acid (DNA or RNA),
respiratory virus panel including influenza A, influenza B, and SARS-
CoV-2

e 87632: Infectious agent detection by nucleic acid (DNA or RNA),
respiratory virus panel with extended targets including influenza and
CovID-19



These multiplex panels offer efficiency by simultaneously testing for
multiple pathogens, facilitating faster diagnosis and treatment decisions.
The use of these CPT codes requires careful documentation to reflect the
panel's scope and the pathogens tested.

Billing Challenges for Combined Testing

When submitting claims for combined flu and COVID testing, it is vital to
avoid duplicate billing for individual tests covered within a multiplex
panel. Insurance payers may have specific guidelines on coverage and
reimbursement for these panels, so coders must verify payer policies and
ensure that claims accurately reflect the performed services.

Billing and Documentation Best Practices

Proper billing and documentation are essential components of utilizing the
cpt code for flu and covid test effectively. Accurate coding not only
supports reimbursement but also ensures compliance with regulatory
requirements and facilitates public health reporting.

Essential Documentation Elements

Documentation accompanying flu and COVID testing should include:

e Type of test performed (e.g., antigen, PCR, multiplex panel)
e Specimen source and collection date

e Test results, if available at the time of billing

e Clinical indications justifying the test

e Laboratory or point-of-care setting details

Common Billing Considerations

Several billing considerations apply when coding for flu and COVID tests:
e Use of modifier codes when applicable
e Adhering to payer-specific guidelines and coverage policies

e Avoiding unbundling or duplicate billing



e Monitoring updates to CPT codes and reimbursement rules

Staying current with coding changes and payer instructions helps reduce claim
denials and expedites payment processing.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the CPT code for a flu test?
The CPT code for a rapid influenza diagnostic test (RIDT) is 87804.

Which CPT code is used for a COVID-19 PCR test?
The CPT code for a COVID-19 PCR test is 87635.

Is there a specific CPT code for combined flu and
COVID-19 testing?

Yes, CPT code 87631 is used for a multiplex PCR test that detects both SARS-
CoV-2 and influenza viruses.

What CPT code should be used for antigen tests for
COVID-19?

For COVID-19 antigen tests, CPT codes 87301 or 87426 may be used depending on
the test method.

Are there different CPT codes for flu tests
depending on the testing method?

Yes, rapid antigen flu tests use CPT code 87804, whereas molecular flu tests
use CPT codes like 87501 or 87502 depending on the influenza type.

Can the CPT codes for flu and COVID-19 tests be
billed together?

Yes, if separate tests are performed, providers can bill separately using the
corresponding CPT codes for each test, such as 87804 for flu and 87635 for
COVID-19 PCR.



Additional Resources

1. Mastering CPT Coding for Flu and COVID-19 Testing

This comprehensive guide covers the essential CPT codes used for flu and
COVID-19 diagnostic testing. It provides detailed explanations of coding
guidelines, including updates for pandemic-related procedures. Ideal for
medical coders and billing specialists, the book helps ensure accurate claims
and compliance with healthcare regulations.

2. The Essential Handbook of CPT Codes for Infectious Disease Testing

Focused on infectious diseases, this handbook offers an in-depth look at CPT
codes related to viral testing, including influenza and COVID-19. It includes
practical tips for coding, billing, and documentation to avoid common errors.
The book is a valuable resource for healthcare providers and coding
professionals navigating pandemic testing protocols.

3. CPT Coding Strategies for COVID-19 and Influenza Tests

This book presents effective strategies for correctly applying CPT codes for
flu and COVID-19 tests. It addresses the nuances of different test types such
as PCR, antigen, and antibody tests. Readers will gain insight on how to
optimize reimbursement while maintaining compliance with payer policies.

4. Accurate Billing and Coding for Flu and COVID-19 Laboratory Tests

Designed for medical billers and coders, this volume explains the proper use
of CPT codes for laboratory testing related to influenza and COVID-19. It
discusses recent changes in coding guidelines and provides case studies to
illustrate best practices. The book helps reduce claim denials and streamline
the billing process.

5. Understanding COVID-19 and Influenza CPT Coding Updates

This title explores the evolving landscape of CPT coding during the COVID-19
pandemic and seasonal flu outbreaks. It highlights newly introduced codes,
modifiers, and reporting requirements. Healthcare professionals will find
this book useful for staying current with coding standards and regulatory
changes.

6. Clinical Coding for Viral Respiratory Infections: Flu and COVID-19

This resource delves into clinical coding principles specifically for viral
respiratory infections, emphasizing flu and COVID-19 tests. It provides
detailed coding instructions aligned with ICD-10 and CPT guidelines. Perfect
for clinical coders aiming to improve accuracy in infectious disease
documentation.

7. Billing Essentials for COVID-19 and Influenza Diagnostic Testing

A practical guide that focuses on billing procedures tied to CPT coding of
flu and COVID-19 diagnostics. It covers insurance policies, reimbursement
challenges, and compliance considerations. The book equips healthcare
administrators and coders with knowledge to navigate complex billing
environments.

8. CPT Code Reference for Pandemic-Related Testing Services



This reference book catalogs all relevant CPT codes used during pandemic
scenarios, with a special focus on flu and COVID-19 testing services. It
includes descriptions, coding tips, and payer-specific notes. Coders and
healthcare providers will find it an indispensable tool for pandemic response
coding.

9. Comprehensive Guide to Laboratory Test Coding: Influenza and COVID-19
Offering a thorough overview of laboratory test coding, this guide emphasizes
influenza and COVID-19 tests. It explains test methodologies, coding
criteria, and reporting procedures. The book is suited for laboratory
professionals, coders, and billing staff seeking to enhance their
understanding of infectious disease test coding.
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cpt code for flu and covid test: RMA Study Guide 2025-2026 Brielle Morgan, 2025-09-09
Are you ready to pass the RMA exam and take the next step toward a fulfilling career as a Certified
Medical Assistant? If so, then RMA Exam Prep 2025-2026: Your Path to Certification Success is the
ultimate guide you need to achieve your goals! This comprehensive study guide is designed to help
you ace the Registered Medical Assistant Exam with ease. Packed with proven strategies, full-length
practice tests, and detailed answer explanations, it offers everything you need to confidently
approach your exam and succeed on the first try. Whether you're a first-time test taker or looking to
refresh your knowledge, this book is tailored to meet your needs. With in-depth reviews of all key
topics, from general medical knowledge and clinical procedures to administrative medical assisting
and patient care, you'll gain a thorough understanding of the material covered on the exam. Our
step-by-step approach focuses on building your skills in the most important areas, ensuring you are
fully prepared for the test. What makes this guide stand out? Proven Study Strategies: Learn the
most effective ways to study, retain, and recall information, so you feel confident on exam day.
Full-Length Practice Tests: Experience the exam format and test your knowledge under timed
conditions, just like you will on the actual exam. Detailed Answer Explanations: Every question
comes with an in-depth explanation, helping you understand why certain answers are correct or
incorrect, reinforcing your learning. Key Skills for Clinical Excellence: Master essential clinical
skills, from patient assessment to lab procedures, so you can not only pass the exam but also excel in
your daily role as a medical assistant. If you're serious about becoming a Certified Medical Assistant,
this guide is your blueprint for success. Don’t leave your future to chance—arm yourself with the
resources and insights you need to confidently take the RMA exam and succeed. Get ready to take
the next step in your healthcare career. With this book, your RMA exam prep is made simple,
comprehensive, and highly effective. Order now and start your journey toward certification today!

cpt code for flu and covid test: PEDIATRIC OFFICE SUPERBILL 2024 , 2023

cpt code for flu and covid test: Introduction to CPT Coding American Medical Association,
2014-05-14 CPTr coding education straight from the source! The AMA, the expert in CPT coding,
offers this new publication on the Introduction to CPTr Coding: Basic principles to learning,
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understanding and applying the CPT code set. This entry-level coding education resource can be
used alone or in a classroom setting. Students and self-learners entering the coding and billing field
will learn how to appropriately select the correct codes for the services and procedures performed.
It is crucial to understand and correctly apply the CPT coding guidelines for each section and
subsection of the CPT codebook. This valuable resource addresses the general guidelines for each at
the beginner's level, and facilitates comprehension and application of the CPT coding guidelines.
Each chapter contains valuable features to provide further educational guidance on appropriate
coding, such as: * Check your Knowledge -- questions and answers to test your comprehension of the
material * Key Terms -- defines fundamental terms used within the text for ease of use * Coding Tips
-- helpful information listed throughout each chapter * Illustrations -- specific to the anatomy of the
procedures and codes * Real-life coding examples -- teach you how to apply your new skills * Chapter
exercises-- hands-on exercises challenge your knowledge of each chapter Whether you are a student
or a self-learner, this book will teach you the essentials of CPT coding, and help to launch you into
the exciting career of coding.

cpt code for flu and covid test: CPT and HCPCS Coding Made Easy James B. Davis, 2004-11

cpt code for flu and covid test: Principles of CPT Coding American Medical Association,
2003 This book is designed to be used by community colleges, career colleges, and vocational school
programs for training. It is an training tool for independent study or for those who want a
comprehensive coding reference for office use. This text is also for coders who are preparing for a
certification exam.

cpt code for flu and covid test: Cpt professional success guide 2025/2026 Alica Struth,
2025-08-25 The CPT Professional Success Guide 2025/2026 is an essential study companion for
mastering the Current Procedural Terminology (CPT) coding system. Designed for medical coders,
billers, and healthcare professionals, this guide provides 500 practice questions along with clear
explanations to reinforce key concepts and sharpen test-taking skills. Inside you'll find: 500
exam-style practice questions with detailed rationales to solidify understanding. Comprehensive
coverage of CPT coding guidelines, conventions, and updates. In-depth focus on medical
terminology, coding principles, and real-world application. Test-taking strategies and tips to improve
accuracy and speed on exam day. Step-by-step explanations to help you confidently navigate
complex coding scenarios. Whether you are preparing for certification or enhancing your
professional skills, this guide ensures you are well-prepared to succeed in CPT coding and excel in
the healthcare field. Translator: Brittany Deaton PUBLISHER: TEKTIME

cpt code for flu and covid test: Principles of CPT Coding Workbook American Medical
Association, 2007 Revised and expanded, the second edition of Principles of CPTr Coding Workbook
(formerly the CPTr Coding Workbook) lays a foundation for understanding coding by providing
detailed examples designed to strengthen coding skills. In-depth instruction on key coding concepts
is provided by CPT code section with extensive coding scenarios and operative procedure exercises
given at the end of each chapter to test knowledge. A detailed answer key with comprehensive
rationales walk the reader through the process of code assignment. This book was developed as a
companion to the bestseller Principles of CPTr Coding to provide additional coding instruction and
exercises, and can also be used as a stand-alone teaching tool. New to this edition: * New chapters -
Category II codes and the Appendixes in the CPT codebook are now explained in two new chapters *
New illustrations - Enable readers to visualize the area being discussed * mDecision Tree Flow
Charts for selected specialties - * Demonstrate correct code selection * Expanded chapters - E/M,
Medicine, Surgery, Anesthesiology and Radiology chapters now include updated coding information
and instruction

cpt code for flu and covid test: CPT Professional 2025 Handbook Alden Royce, 2024-11-11
Unveil the power of CPT (Current Procedural Terminology) codes with this comprehensive guide,
crafted by experts to elevate your medical billing and documentation skills. Developed by the
American Medical Association, CPT codes are the backbone of accurate and consistent
communication across healthcare-used daily by providers, payers, and regulatory bodies. This guide




is a must-have for professionals aiming to master CPT coding. With clear explanations and practical
insights, it dives deep into the structure and categories of CPT codes-covering everything from
surgery, radiology, and anesthesia to essential updates in Evaluation and Management. You'll learn
to confidently interpret and apply these codes, improving accuracy and ensuring compliance in
every documentation scenario. Inside, you'll find case studies and practice questions designed to
sharpen your skills and prepare you for coding exams. This book also offers invaluable tips for time
management, helping you navigate exams with ease and pass with flying colors. What You'll Gain
From This Guide: The essential role of CPT codes in healthcare A breakdown of CPT code categories
and their applications Detailed guidance on using modifiers for precise documentation Practical
strategies for coding services, including surgery, radiology, pathology, and more The latest updates
to Evaluation and Management services Sample exam questions to boost confidence and exam
performance Whether you're a novice or a seasoned coder, this guide is your roadmap to CPT coding
mastery, professional growth, and exam success. Start coding with confidence and precision today!

cpt code for flu and covid test: CPT/HCPCS Coding and Reimbursement for Physician
Services Lynn Kuehn, 2001

cpt code for flu and covid test: Principles of CPT Coding AMA, 2014-05-14 Learn to apply
CPTr codes. Updated and revised by the AMA, this best-selling resource is a comprehensive textbook
for the knowledgeable coder and healthcare professional. Designed to supplement the CPTr
codebook, this textbook provides an in-depth review of the CPT guidelines and serves as a guide for
proper application of the CPT codes. Features include: * Expanded and revised chapter Sections --
help you to better understand coding with useful descriptions on new codes and enhanced coding
guidelines * Updated chapter information -- guides you in the proper application of new 2013 codes *
New and revised tables and Illustrations -- make coding easier and more efficient * Coding tips --
provide helpful hints to aid in accurate code selection * New and revised chapter exercises -- test
your knowledge and understanding of CPT concepts

cpt code for flu and covid test: CPT Coding Workbook American Medical Association,
2004-11-30

cpt code for flu and covid test: National Certified Insurance and Coding Specialist
National Center for Competency Testing, 2002-06-01 This 112-page book offers a comprehensive
review to prepare for your National Certified Insurance & Coding (NCICS) certification test. It
feature a brief outline of test content including categories to expect and an approximate percentage
of each category on the exam. The book also contains review questions and answers in five different
categories including Medical Insurance and Billing Procedures, Terminology, The Claims Process,
CPT Coding, and ICD-9-CDM and HCPCS Level II Coding. Case applications make up the third part
of this review and offer simulated cases and scenarios designed to exercise critical thinking skills by
making decisions and solving problems using a reality-based review.

cpt code for flu and covid test: Buck's Coding Exam Review 2021 Elsevier, 2020-11-11
Prepare to succeed on your coding certification exam with Buck's Coding Exam Review 2021: The
Physician and Facility Certification Step! This extensive exam review provides complete coverage of
all topics included on the physician and facility coding certification exams — including anatomy,
terminology, and pathophysiology for each body system; reimbursement issues; CPT, HCPCS, and
ICD-10-CM/PCS coding; and more. Six full practice exams (with answers and rationales) simulate the
testing experience and provide enough practice to reassure even the most insecure exam-taker. It's
the only coding exam review you need! - UNIQUE! Six full practice exams on Evolve simulate the
experience of taking actual coding certification exams, allowing students to assess their strengths
and weaknesses in order to develop a plan for focused study. - Answers and rationales to questions
on the practice exams let students check their work. - Concise outline format helps students access
key information quickly and study more efficiently. - Extra instructor-led quizzes provide 600
questions to utilize for additional assessment. - Mobile-optimized quick quizzes offer on-the-go
practice with more than 350 medical terminology, pathophysiology, CPT, HCPCS, and ICD-10-CM
questions. - Real-life coding reports (cleared of any confidential information) simulate the reports



that students will encounter on the job and help them apply key coding principles to actual cases. -
Test-taking tips in the Success Strategies section guide students step-by-step through the entire
exam process. - NEW! Updated content features the latest coding information available, promoting
accurate coding and success on the job. - NEW! Full coverage and exam prep for facility coding in
addition to physician coding

cpt code for flu and covid test: Buck's Physician Coding Exam Review 2020 E-Book Elsevier,
2019-11-11 - NEW! Updated content features the latest coding information available, promoting
accurate coding and success on the job.

cpt code for flu and covid test: Frequently Asked Questions about CPT Coding American
Medical Association, 1998 New in 1998, CPT Companion, published by the American Medical
Association contains the AMA's answers To The most frequently asked questions. This new guide is
ideal for training or referenceeasy to use For The beginner as well as the advanced coder. CPT
Companion includes every major specialty area and is organized by sections that correspond the the
CPT book.

cpt code for flu and covid test: Coding With Modifers Deborah J. Grider, 2006-04-30 This fully
updated second edition expands on the instruction given in the prior edition and provides powerful
new tools to aid in modifier instruction. New to this edition Updated listing of all new and changed
CPT(r) and HCPCS Level II Modifiers CD-ROM-Contains PowerPoint(r) presentations for each
chapter and test-your-knowledge quizzes to aid instructors and self-directed learning New chapter
and appendix on genetic testing modifiers and Category II modifiers 45 new clinical examples and
30 additional assessment questions-More than 190 questions in all. Tests and builds readers'
comprehension of the material Plus, successful features from prior edition CMS, third-party payer
and AMA modifier guidelines-Learn how to code accurately and avoid payment delays Decision-tree
flow charts-Guide readers in choosing the correct modifier Modifiers approved for hospitals and
ASCs.

cpt code for flu and covid test: Basic CPT/HCPCS Coding Gail I. Smith, 2004-12 This
comprehensive resource provides basic instruction on the structure, rules, and guidelines pertaining
to CPT/HCPCS coding. It also explains the most common coding issues beginners are likely to
encounter on the job.

cpt code for flu and covid test: CPT Handbook for Psychiatrists Chester W. Schmidt, 1999
Provides guidance in selecting and using CPT codes, using the CPT manual optimally, and complying
with the Medicare Physician Reimbursement System. It is complete with a listing of CPT codes with
nontechnical descriptions, clinical examples illustrating the use of codes, answers to frequently
asked questions, and tips for managing relationships with third-party payers.

cpt code for flu and covid test: Coding for Pediatrics 2021 American Academy of Pediatrics
Committee on Coding and Nomenclature, 2020-11-16 The 26th edition of the AAP cornerstone
coding publication has been completely updated to include all changes in Current Procedural
Technology (CPT) and ICD-10-CM codes for 2021-- complete with expert guidance for their
application. The book's many clinical vignettes and examples, as well as the many coding pearls
throughout, provide the added guidance needed to ensure accuracy and payment. This year's
completely updated 26th edition includes all 2021 changes in CPT codes as well as guidance on
coding for COVID-19 and updated office and outpatient Evaluation and Management codes.

cpt code for flu and covid test: Comparing CPT Code Payments for Medi-Cal and Other
California Payers Sandra Hunt, Susan C. Maerki, Rob Tompkins, Medi-Cal Policy Institute,
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP., California HealthCare Foundation, 2001-06-01
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