big ideas math algebra 1 answers

big ideas math algebra 1 answers are essential resources for students and educators navigating
the complexities of Algebra 1 curriculum. This comprehensive guide explores the significance of
these answers in mastering algebraic concepts, enhancing problem-solving skills, and achieving
academic success. Understanding how to effectively utilize big ideas math algebra 1 answers can
facilitate deeper comprehension of topics such as linear equations, inequalities, functions, and
quadratic expressions. This article delves into the structure of the Big Ideas Math Algebra 1
program, the benefits of accessing accurate solutions, and strategies for applying answers to
reinforce learning. Additionally, it covers common challenges students face and offers tips to
optimize study sessions. The following sections provide a detailed overview of key concepts, answer
resources, and best practices for Algebra 1 learners.
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Understanding Big Ideas Math Algebra 1 Curriculum

The Big Ideas Math Algebra 1 curriculum is designed to provide a structured and comprehensive
approach to learning fundamental algebra concepts. It emphasizes conceptual understanding,
critical thinking, and real-world applications. The curriculum is organized into units covering topics
such as expressions, equations, functions, and systems of equations, each building on the previous to
ensure progressive learning. This program integrates visual models, interactive exercises, and
problem-solving strategies to engage students actively. The answers accompanying this curriculum
serve as vital tools for verifying solutions and clarifying misconceptions.

Curriculum Structure and Focus Areas

The curriculum is divided into several units, each focusing on essential algebraic principles. Some of
the core areas include:

e Linear Equations and Inequalities

e Functions and Their Graphs



¢ Polynomials and Factoring
¢ Quadratic Functions and Equations

e Data Analysis and Probability

This structured progression ensures that students develop a solid foundation necessary for advanced
math courses.

Role of Big Ideas Math Algebra 1 Answers in Learning

Big Ideas Math Algebra 1 answers provide step-by-step solutions that help students understand the
methodology behind solving problems. These answers not only confirm whether a solution is correct
but also elucidate the reasoning and procedures involved. By analyzing detailed solutions, learners
can identify errors in their work and grasp complex concepts more effectively. Educators use these
answers to guide instruction, create assessments, and offer targeted support to students.

Types of Big Ideas Math Algebra 1 Answers

Big Ideas Math Algebra 1 answers come in various formats to support diverse learning needs. These
answer types include answer keys, worked-out solutions, online interactive tools, and teacher
guides. Each type serves a distinct purpose and offers varying levels of detail to accommodate
different stages of student understanding.

Answer Keys and Solution Manuals

Answer keys provide quick access to final answers for exercises and problems within the textbook.
Solution manuals go a step further by offering detailed, step-by-step explanations for each question.
These manuals are invaluable for students who require a comprehensive understanding of the
problem-solving process.

Online Resources and Interactive Platforms

Many Big Ideas Math Algebra 1 answers are available through digital platforms that offer interactive
problem-solving experiences. These online resources often include video tutorials, practice quizzes,
and instant feedback mechanisms that enhance learning engagement and retention.

Teacher Guides and Supplementary Materials

Teacher guides contain curated answer sets alongside pedagogical strategies for effective
instruction. They help educators align lessons with learning objectives and provide insights into
common student difficulties, enabling tailored support.



How to Use Big Ideas Math Algebra 1 Answers
Effectively

Proper utilization of big ideas math algebra 1 answers is crucial for maximizing their educational
value. Students should approach these answers as learning aids rather than mere shortcuts to
completing assignments. Strategic use fosters deeper understanding and long-term retention of
algebraic concepts.

Step-by-Step Review of Solutions

Reviewing answers step-by-step helps students internalize problem-solving techniques. Carefully
analyzing each step allows identification of where errors occur and reinforces correct methods.

Cross-Referencing with Textbook Content

Students should cross-reference answers with textbook explanations to contextualize solutions
within the broader conceptual framework. This practice promotes comprehensive understanding
rather than isolated problem correction.

Using Answers to Practice and Self-Assess

Answers can be used as tools for self-assessment by attempting problems independently before
consulting solutions. This approach encourages active learning and builds confidence in tackling
algebraic challenges.

Common Algebra 1 Topics Covered with Answers

Big Ideas Math Algebra 1 answers encompass a wide range of algebraic topics commonly studied at
the high school level. These answers address foundational concepts and more complex problem
types to support progressive learning.

Linear Equations and Inequalities

Solutions include methods for solving single-variable linear equations, systems of linear equations,
and inequalities. Detailed explanations cover substitution, elimination, and graphical interpretation
techniques.

Functions and Graphs

Answers provide guidance on defining functions, evaluating function values, and graphing linear and
nonlinear functions. Emphasis is placed on understanding domain, range, and function notation.



Polynomials and Factoring

Solutions to polynomial operations, factoring techniques, and solving quadratic equations by
factoring are thoroughly detailed. This section aids in mastering algebraic manipulations and
recognizing polynomial patterns.

Quadratic Functions and Equations

Answers cover solving quadratic equations using various methods such as completing the square,
quadratic formula, and graphing. Explanations highlight the properties of parabolas and vertex
identification.

Benefits of Using Verified Answer Resources

Utilizing verified big ideas math algebra 1 answers enhances learning accuracy and efficiency. When
answers are reliable and detailed, they contribute positively to student outcomes and academic
confidence.

Accuracy and Reliability

Verified answers ensure that students work with correct solutions, reducing confusion and
reinforcing proper techniques. This accuracy is essential for building a strong mathematical
foundation.

Improved Problem-Solving Skills

Access to comprehensive answers enables learners to observe multiple problem-solving strategies,
fostering flexibility and critical thinking in approaching algebraic challenges.

Time Management and Study Efficiency

Having readily accessible answers allows students to quickly identify errors and focus study time on
areas requiring improvement, optimizing preparation for tests and assignments.

Tips for Mastering Algebra 1 with Big Ideas Math

Success in Algebra 1 requires consistent practice, conceptual understanding, and strategic use of
resources like big ideas math algebra 1 answers. Implementing effective study habits enhances
learning outcomes significantly.



Regular Practice and Review

Consistent engagement with practice problems and periodic review of answers solidifies knowledge
and promotes retention of algebraic concepts.

Active Learning Techniques

Engaging actively through note-taking, summarizing solutions, and teaching concepts to others
deepens understanding and uncovers knowledge gaps.

Seeking Help When Needed

Utilizing teacher support, study groups, or tutoring alongside answer resources ensures clarification
of difficult topics and sustained academic progress.

Utilizing Multiple Resources

Combining textbook materials, online tutorials, and answer guides provides a well-rounded approach
to mastering Algebra 1 content.

1. Review each problem independently before checking answers.
2. Analyze solution steps carefully to understand the reasoning.
3. Practice similar problems to reinforce skills.

4. Use answers as learning tools, not shortcuts.

5. Maintain a consistent study schedule to build proficiency.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find Big Ideas Math Algebra 1 answers online?

Big Ideas Math Algebra 1 answers can be found on the official Big Ideas Math website, educational
forums, and some tutoring websites that provide step-by-step solutions.

Are the Big Ideas Math Algebra 1 answers reliable for
studying?

Yes, the official answers provided by Big Ideas Math are reliable. However, it's important to use



them as a guide and try solving problems independently to fully understand the concepts.

Is there a Big Ideas Math Algebra 1 answer key available for
teachers?

Yes, Big Ideas Math provides answer keys and teacher editions that include detailed solutions for
Algebra 1, but these are typically accessible only to educators through official channels.

Can I get step-by-step solutions for Big Ideas Math Algebra 1
problems?

Many online resources and the Big Ideas Math platform itself offer step-by-step solutions to help
students understand the process of solving Algebra 1 problems.

Are there any apps that provide Big Ideas Math Algebra 1
answers?

Some educational apps and platforms may offer solutions or explanations aligned with Big Ideas
Math Algebra 1, but it's recommended to use authorized resources to ensure accuracy.

How can I use Big Ideas Math Algebra 1 answers effectively
for homework?

Use the answers to check your work after attempting the problems yourself. Reviewing the solutions
can help you understand mistakes and improve problem-solving skills.

Is it ethical to use Big Ideas Math Algebra 1 answers for
assignments?

Using answers to simply copy work is not ethical. It's best to use them as learning tools to
understand concepts and improve your math skills rather than just completing assignments.

Additional Resources

1. Big Ideas Math: Algebra 1 Student Edition

This comprehensive textbook offers clear explanations and step-by-step solutions for Algebra 1
concepts, making it an essential resource for students. It covers topics from linear equations to
quadratic functions with engaging examples. The book also provides practice problems with answers
to reinforce understanding and build confidence.

2. Big Ideas Math: Algebra 1 Answer Key and Solutions Manual

Designed to accompany the Big Ideas Math Algebra 1 textbook, this manual provides detailed
answers and solution strategies for all problems. It is an invaluable tool for teachers and students
looking to check their work and grasp difficult concepts. The step-by-step solutions help clarify the
reasoning behind each answer.



3. Algebra 1 Essentials: Big Ideas Math Edition

This concise guide distills the key concepts of Algebra 1 into manageable lessons aligned with the
Big Ideas Math curriculum. It includes summary notes, example problems, and answers to practice
questions. The book is perfect for quick reviews and exam preparation.

4. Mastering Algebra 1 with Big Ideas Math

A workbook filled with supplemental problems and answer keys designed to deepen understanding
of Algebra 1 topics. It integrates Big Ideas Math methodologies to encourage critical thinking and
problem-solving skills. Students can use this book for extra practice and self-assessment.

5. Big Ideas Math: Algebra 1 Teacher’s Edition with Answers

This edition provides educators with comprehensive lesson plans, answer keys, and teaching tips
tailored to the Big Ideas Math Algebra 1 curriculum. It supports effective instruction and helps
teachers guide students through challenging concepts with confidence.

6. Step-by-Step Solutions for Big Ideas Math Algebra 1

Focused on detailed walkthroughs of algebra problems, this book breaks down each solution into
easy-to-follow steps. It is ideal for students who need additional support outside the classroom to
understand problem-solving techniques. The inclusion of answers aids in self-correction.

7. Big Ideas Math Algebra 1 Practice Workbook with Answers

This workbook contains numerous practice exercises covering all Algebra 1 topics, complete with
answer keys for immediate feedback. It is designed to supplement the main textbook and reinforce
learning through repetition and application. The varied problem types help develop a well-rounded
skill set.

8. The Complete Guide to Big Ideas Math Algebra 1 Answers

A thorough reference book compiling all answers from the Big Ideas Math Algebra 1 series, along
with explanations and tips. This guide helps students and parents navigate the curriculum efficiently
and resolve doubts quickly. It’s a handy companion for homework and test preparation.

9. Big Ideas Math Algebra 1 Review and Answer Book

This review book summarizes key Algebra 1 concepts and provides answers to practice problems
aligned with the Big Ideas Math framework. It is designed to help students solidify their knowledge
and perform well on exams. The concise format makes it easy to use for last-minute reviews.
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role of the teacher from one who traditionally delivers knowledge to one who fosters thinking. Most
importantly, we must ensure our practice gives each and every student the opportunity to learn,
grow, and achieve at high levels, while providing opportunities to develop their agency and authority
in the classroom which results in a positive math identity. Whether you are a brand new teacher or a
veteran, if you find teaching math to be quite the challenge, this is the guide you want by your side.
Designed for just-in-time learning and support, this practical resource gives you brief, actionable
answers to your most pressing questions about teaching secondary math. Written by four
experienced math educators representing diverse experiences, these authors offer the practical
advice they wish they received years ago, from lessons they've learned over decades of practice,
research, coaching, and through collaborating with teams, teachers and colleagues—especially new
teachers—every day. Questions and answers are organized into five areas of effort that will help you
most thrive in your secondary math classroom: How do I build a positive math community? How do I
structure, organize, and manage my math class? How do I engage my students in math? How do I
help my students talk about math? How do I know what my students know and move them forward?
Woven throughout, you'll find helpful sidebar notes on fostering identity and agency; access and
equity; teaching in different settings; and invaluable resources for deeper learning. The final
question—Where do I go from here?— offers guidance for growing your practice over time. Strive to
become the best math educator you can be; your students are counting on it! What will be your first
step on the journey?

big ideas math algebra 1 answers: Five Strands of Math - Drills Big Book Gr. PK-2 Nat Reed,
Mary Rosenberg, Chris Forest, Tanya Cook, 2011-03-01 Practice the basic concepts learned in the
Five Strands of Math with our 5-book BUNDLE. Our resource provides warm-up and timed drill
activities to practice procedural proficiency skills. Start by getting hands-on with everyday Number
& Operations. Count the number of base-ten blocks, then find the fractions. Get comfortable with
basic Algebra concepts. Find the number that is missing from an addition or subtraction sentence.
Start identifying shapes all around you with Geometry. Match plane shapes with the solid versions.
Make Measurement estimations and choose the right unit of measure. Understand a set of Data and
answer some Probability questions. The drill sheets provide a leveled approach to learning, starting
with prekindergarten and increasing in difficulty to grade 2. Aligned to your State Standards and
meeting the concepts addressed by the NCTM standards, reproducible drill sheets, review and
answer key are included.

big ideas math algebra 1 answers: 8 Practice Tests for the ACT Kaplan Test Prep,
2017-03-07 Includes 1,700+ practice questions--Cover.

big ideas math algebra 1 answers: Five Strands of Math - Tasks Big Book Gr. 6-8 Nat
Reed, Mary Rosenberg, Chris Forest, Tanya Cook, 2009-12-01 Transfer skills learned from the Five
Strands of Math to your daily life with a our 5-book BUNDLE. Our resource provides task and word
problems surrounding real-life scenarios. Start by calculating the price and total sum of items in
Number & Operations. Compare equations to find the best deal with Algebra. Expertly calculate the
area, volume and surface area of 2- and 3-dimensional shapes in Geometry. Represent
Measurements of objects in a scale. Calculate the mean, median, mode and range of a set of Data.
Then, find the Probability of real-life events occurring. The task sheets provide a leveled approach to
learning, starting with grade 6 and increasing in difficulty to grade 8. Aligned to your State
Standards and meeting the concepts addressed by the NCTM standards, reproducible task sheets,
drill sheets, review and answer key are included.

big ideas math algebra 1 answers: Five Strands of Math - Drills Big Book Gr. 3-5 Nat
Reed, Mary Rosenberg, Chris Forest, Tanya Cook, 2011-03-01 Extend your knowledge of the Five
Strands of Math with our 5-book BUNDLE. Our resource provides warm-up and timed drill activities
to practice procedural proficiency skills. Start by understanding how Numbers work by examining
and translating fractions and decimals. Transform the way you look at numbers by dissecting
Algebraic expressions. Get a handle on all things shapes as you properly identify different objects in
Geometry. Understand the differences between Measurements by mastering their conversions. Read



graphs and charts accurately to properly analyze Data. Get a handle on Probability and predict what
the most likely scenario will be. The drill sheets provide a leveled approach to learning, starting with
grade 3 and increasing in difficulty to grade 5. Aligned to your State Standards and meeting the
concepts addressed by the NCTM standards, reproducible drill sheets, review and answer key are
included.

big ideas math algebra 1 answers: Classroom-Ready Rich Algebra Tasks, Grades 6-12
Barbara J. Dougherty, Linda C. Venenciano, 2023-02-25 This book provides educators with 50+
mathematical tasks that are rich, research-based, standards-aligned, and classroom-tested. The
tasks are organized into learning progressions that help all students make the leap from arithmetic
to algebra, offer students interesting mathematics problems to think about and solve so math is
investigative, interactive, and engaging, and present opportunities for educators to connect new
content to prior knowledge or an undeveloped concept.

big ideas math algebra 1 answers: Five Strands of Math - Drills Big Book Gr. 6-8 Nat
Reed, Mary Rosenberg, Chris Forest, 2011-03-02 Become an expert of the Five Strands of Math with
our 5-book BUNDLE. Our resource provides warm-up and timed drill activities to practice
procedural proficiency skills. Start off by extending your knowledge of Numbers and Operations by
exploring the least common multiple. Then, get excited about more advanced Algebraic equations
with linear functions. Explore trapezoids and finding their missing angles with Geometry. Become
adept at Measurement by examining the formulas for calculating area, perimeter and surface area.
Finally, fully comprehend Data that is displayed in charts by converting information into percents,
ratios and fractions. The drill sheets provide a leveled approach to learning, starting with grade 6
and increasing in difficulty to grade 8. Aligned to your State Standards and meeting the concepts
addressed by the NCTM standards, reproducible drill sheets, review and answer key are included.

big ideas math algebra 1 answers: ACT Math Prep For Dummies Mark Zegarelli, 2024-05-07
Improve your score on the math section of the ACT A good math score on the ACT exam can set you
on the path to a number of rewarding college programs and future careers, especially in the STEM
fields. ACT Math Prep For Dummies walks you through this challenging exam section, with simple
explanations of math concepts and proven test-taking strategies. Now including access to an all-new
online test bank—so you can hammer out even more practice sessions—this book will help you hone
your skills in pre-algebra, algebra, geometry, trigonometry and beyond. Handy problem-solving tips
mean you'll be prepared for the ever-more-advanced questions that the ACT throws at students each
year. Learn exactly what you’ll need to know to score well on the ACT math section Get tips for
solving problems quicker and making good guesses when you need to Drill down into more complex
concepts like matrices and functions Practice, practice, practice, with three online tests If you're a
high school student preparing to take the ACT and you need extra math practice, ACT Math Prep
For Dummies has your back.

big ideas math algebra 1 answers: ACT Math For Dummies Mark Zegarelli, 2011-06-09
Multiply your chances of success on the ACT Math Test The ACT Mathematics Test is a 60-question,
60-minute subtest designed to measure the mathematical skills students have typically acquired in
courses taken by the end of 11th grade, and is generally considered to be the most challenging
section of the ACT. ACT Math For Dummies is an approachable, easy-to-follow study guide specific
to the Math section, complete with practice problems and strategies to help you prepare for exam
day. Review chapters for algebra, geometry, and trigonometry Three practice tests modeled from
questions off the most recent ACT tests Packed with tips, useful information, and strategies ACT
Math For Dummies is your one-stop guide to learn, review, and practice for the test!

big ideas math algebra 1 answers: Teaching to the Math Common Core State Standards
F. D. Rivera, 2015-06-17 This is a methods book for preservice middle level majors and beginning
middle school teachers. It takes a very practical approach to learning to teach middle school
mathematics in an emerging Age of the Common Core State Standards. The Common Core State
Standards in Mathematics (CCSSM) is not meant to be “the” official mathematics curriculum; it was
purposefully developed primarily to provide clear learning expectations of mathematics content that



are appropriate at every grade level and to help prepare all students to be ready for college and the
workplace. A quick glance at the Table of Contents in this book indicates a serious engagement with
the recommended mathematics underlying the Grade 5 through Grade 8 and (traditional pathway)
Algebra I portions of the CCSSM first, with issues in content-practice assessment, learning,
teaching, and classroom management pursued next and in that order. In this book we explore what
it means to teach to the CCSSM within an alignment mindset involving content-practice learning,
teaching, and assessment. The Common Core state content standards, which pertain to
mathematical knowledge, skills, and applications, have been carefully crafted so that they are
teachable, learnable, coherent, fewer, clearer, and higher. The practice standards, which refer to
institutionally valued mathematical actions, processes, and habits, have been conceptualized in ways
that will hopefully encourage all middle school students to engage with the content standards more
deeply than merely acquiring mathematical knowledge by rote and imitation. Thus, in the CCSSM,
proficiency in content alone is not sufficient, and so does practice without content, which is limited.
Content and practice are both equally important and, thus, must come together in teaching,
learning, and assessment in order to support authentic mathematical understanding. This blended
multisourced text is a “getting smart” book. It prepares preservice middle level majors and
beginning middle school teachers to work within the realities of accountable pedagogy and to
develop a proactive disposition that is capable of supporting all middle school students in order for
them to experience growth in mathematical understanding that is necessary for high school and
beyond, including future careers.

big ideas math algebra 1 answers: The Publishers' Trade List Annual , 1991

big ideas math algebra 1 answers: Collaborating to Support All Learners in Mathematics and
Science Faye Brownlie, Carole Fullerton, Leyton Schnellert, 2011-06-23 In this second volume of It’s
All About Thinking, the authors focus their expertise on the disciplines of mathematics and science,
translating principles into practices that help other educators with their students. How can we help
students develop the thinking skills they need to become successful learners? How does this relate
to deep learning of important concepts in mathematics and science? How can we engage and
support diverse learners in inclusive classrooms where they develop understanding and thinking
skills? In this book, Faye, Leyton and Carole explore these questions and offer classroom examples
to help busy teachers develop communities where all students learn. This book is written by three
experienced educators who offer a welcoming and “can-do” approach to the big ideas in math and
science education today. In this book you will find: insightful ways to teach diverse learners
(Information circles, open-ended strategies, inquiry, manipulatives and models) lessons crafted using
curriculum design frameworks (udl and backwards design) assessment for, as, and of learning fully
fleshed-out lessons and lesson sequences inductive teaching to help students develop deep learning
and thinking skills in Math and Science assessment tools (and student samples) for concepts drawn
from learning outcomes in Math and Science curricula excellent examples of theory and practice
made accessible real school examples of collaboration — teachers working together to create better
learning opportunities for their students.

big ideas math algebra 1 answers: The Well-Rounded Math Student Sherri Martinie,
Jessica Lane, Janet Stramel, Jolene Goodheart Peterson, Julie Thiele, 2025-05-26 Integrate a holistic
approach to mathematics success with essential personal and social skills Teaching math is more
than just numbers. It’s about shaping future-ready students who are not only academically strong
but thrive socially and emotionally. Research shows that learning both intrapersonal and
interpersonal skills helps students academically, and teachers play a crucial role in providing
social-emotional support. The Well-Rounded Math Student helps mathematics teachers in Grades
K-12 foster both their students” academic prowess and their social and emotional development.
Through the lens of the Standards for Mathematical Practice, the book emphasizes the importance
of intentionally teaching and promoting intrapersonal and interpersonal skills, or Next Generation
skills, alongside mathematical concepts. The authors provide step-by-step guidance on how small
adjustments in lesson planning can have a profound impact on students” growth. Providing teachers




with a new lens to leverage in their planning as well as concrete ways to use their mathematics
lessons to explicitly teach and reinforce social and emotional competencies, this book: Holds a
strengths-based mindset and approach—for both teachers and students Highlights the importance of
the science and the art of teaching to enhance social development, human connection, classroom
management, and community within classrooms Stresses that the overarching goal of education is to
help students become responsible adults who are ready for their future Includes a lesson planning
guide, competency builder activities, vignettes of enhanced lessons across grade bands, reflection
questions, and suggestions for taking action The Well-Rounded Math Student bridges critical
intrapersonal and interpersonal elements to help educators create an environment where students
excel in math and develop the life skills they’ll carry forever.

big ideas math algebra 1 answers: Succeeding at Teaching Secondary Mathematics
Cheryl D. Roddick, Julie Sliva Spitzer, 2010-03-22 This practical resource helps beginning secondary
mathematics teachers design a curriculum that is meaningful, differentiate instruction, engage
students, meet standards, assess student understanding, and more.

big ideas math algebra 1 answers: Planting the Seeds of Algebra, PreK[]2 Monica Neagoy,
2012-04-20 The subject of algebra has always been important in American secondary mathematics
education. However, algebra at the elementary level has been garnering increasing attention and
importance over the past 15 years. There is consequently a dire need for ideas, suggestions and
models for how best to achieve pre-algebraic instruction in the elementary grades. Planting the
Seeds of Algebra will empower teachers with theoretical and practical knowledge about both the
content and pedagogy of such instruction, and show them the different faces of algebra as it appears
in the early grades. The book will walk teachers of young children through many examples of K-6
math lessons and unpack, step by step, the hidden connections to higher algebra. After reading this
book, teachers will be better equipped ...

big ideas math algebra 1 answers: The Cumulative Book Index , 1953 A world list of books in
the English language.

big ideas math algebra 1 answers: Big Ideas Math Ron Larson, Laurie Boswell,

big ideas math algebra 1 answers: School Life , 1961

big ideas math algebra 1 answers: El-Hi Textbooks in Print, 1984

big ideas math algebra 1 answers: Conceptual Model-Based Problem Solving Yan Ping Xin,
2013-02-11 Are you having trouble in finding Tier II intervention materials for elementary students
who are struggling in math? Are you hungry for effective instructional strategies that will address
students’ conceptual gap in additive and multiplicative math problem solving? Are you searching for
a powerful and generalizable problem solving approach that will help those who are left behind in
meeting the Common Core State Standards for Mathematics (CCSSM)? If so, this book is the answer
for you. * The conceptual model-based problem solving (COMPS) program emphasizes mathematical
modeling and algebraic representation of mathematical relations in equations, which are in line with
the new Common Core. * “Through building most fundamental concepts pertinent to additive and
multiplicative reasoning and making the connection between concrete and abstract modeling,
students were prepared to go above and beyond concrete level of operation and be able to use
mathematical models to solve more complex real-world problems. As the connection is made
between the concrete model (or students’ existing knowledge scheme) and the symbolic
mathematical algorithm, the abstract mathematical models are no longer “alien” to the students.” As
Ms. Karen Combs, Director of Elementary Education of Lafayette School Corporation in Indiana,
testified: “It really worked with our kids!” ¢ “One hallmark of mathematical understanding is the
ability to justify,... why a particular mathematical statement is true or where a mathematical rule
comes from” (http://illustrativemathematics.org/standards). Through making connections between
mathematical ideas, the COMPS program makes explicit the reasoning behind math, which has the
potential to promote a powerful transfer of knowledge by applying the learned conception to solve
other problems in new contexts. * Dr. Yan Ping Xin’s book contains essential tools for teachers to
help students with learning disabilities or difficulties close the gap in mathematics wordproblem



solving. I have witnessed many struggling students use these strategies to solve word problems and
gain confidence as learners of mathematics. This book is a valuable resource for general and special
education teachers of mathematics. - Casey Hord, PhD, University of Cincinnati
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