
big love play analysis

big love play analysis offers an in-depth exploration of the thematic elements, characters, and dramatic

structure of the renowned play "Big Love" by Charles L. Mee. This analysis examines the intricate

interplay of love, family dynamics, and societal norms portrayed in the play, highlighting its

contemporary relevance and theatrical innovation. The discussion delves into the historical context,

character motivations, and symbolic elements that enrich the narrative. Additionally, this article

explores the stylistic techniques employed by Mee, including his use of collage and fragmented

storytelling, which contribute to the play’s unique emotional and intellectual impact. Readers will gain a

comprehensive understanding of the play’s core messages, its challenges to traditional conceptions of

marriage and loyalty, and its broader implications for modern audiences. This big love play analysis

further evaluates critical interpretations and performance considerations that enhance the appreciation

of this complex work.
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Overview of "Big Love"

The play "Big Love" by Charles L. Mee is a modern reinterpretation of the ancient Greek tragedy "The

Suppliants" by Aeschylus. It centers on the story of fifty brides who flee their homeland to avoid forced

marriages and seek refuge with their cousins in Italy. Mee’s adaptation transforms the classical

narrative into a contemporary exploration of love, power, and autonomy. The play is noted for its bold

treatment of controversial subjects, such as polygamy, consent, and patriarchal authority, which

continue to resonate with today’s audiences. By contextualizing the original myth within modern

sensibilities, Mee challenges conventional ideas about marriage and female agency. The overview

provides a foundation for understanding the subsequent thematic and character analyses presented in

this big love play analysis.

Historical and Cultural Context

Understanding the historical and cultural backdrop of "Big Love" enhances comprehension of its

themes. The play draws from Greek tragedy traditions while engaging with modern feminist discourse.

It reflects ongoing societal debates about marriage structures and gender roles. Mee’s work situates

the ancient narrative within a contemporary framework, making it accessible and thought-provoking for

a 21st-century audience.

Plot Summary

The plot follows the fifty brides as they escape their domineering fathers to avoid arranged marriages.

Seeking asylum with their cousins, they face conflict between desires for love, loyalty, and

independence. The narrative explores their struggle to define personal freedom amid societal

constraints, culminating in a complex resolution that questions traditional marital norms.



Thematic Exploration in Big Love

Thematic depth is a hallmark of "Big Love," with the play probing into multiple layers of meaning. This

section examines the primary themes that shape the narrative and character development. The big

love play analysis identifies themes such as love’s multifaceted nature, the tension between individual

freedom and social obligation, and the critique of patriarchal power structures.

Love and Desire

Love in "Big Love" is portrayed as both a liberating and complicating force. The brides’ varying

attitudes toward love demonstrate its complexity—ranging from romantic idealism to pragmatic alliance.

The play challenges monolithic conceptions of love by presenting it as diverse, sometimes

contradictory, and deeply intertwined with personal identity.

Freedom versus Control

The conflict between autonomy and domination is central to the play. The brides’ flight symbolizes a

quest for self-determination in a world governed by patriarchal rules. This theme resonates in

contemporary discussions about consent and agency, reinforcing the play’s relevance. The tension

between individual desires and communal expectations drives much of the dramatic action.

Family and Loyalty

Family ties serve as both support and constraint for the characters. Loyalties to kin complicate the

brides’ pursuit of freedom, creating moral and emotional dilemmas. The interplay between familial

allegiance and personal liberty underscores the nuanced treatment of relational dynamics in the play.



Character Analysis

Characters in "Big Love" are complex and multi-dimensional, each contributing uniquely to the

overarching themes. This section provides a detailed analysis of the primary characters, focusing on

their motivations, relationships, and symbolic significance within the narrative.

The Brides

The fifty brides, though collectively representing a group, each embody different perspectives on love

and freedom. Their diversity adds richness to the play’s exploration of female experience. The brides’

interactions reveal tensions between solidarity and individuality, highlighting the challenges of collective

resistance.

The Cousins

The cousins represent male responses to the brides’ rebellion, embodying conflicting attitudes toward

tradition and change. Some cousins advocate for protection and acceptance, while others resist

altering established norms. This dynamic illustrates broader societal struggles over gender roles and

authority.

Supporting Characters

Various supporting roles, including servants and family elders, provide additional layers of commentary

on power, loyalty, and social hierarchy. Their perspectives help to contextualize the main conflicts and

enrich the dramatic texture of the play.



Stylistic and Structural Elements

Charles L. Mee employs distinctive stylistic and structural techniques that distinguish "Big Love" from

traditional dramas. This section analyzes these elements and their contribution to the play’s impact

and message.

Collage and Fragmentation

The play’s structure is notably fragmented, utilizing collage methods that assemble disparate scenes

and voices. This approach reflects the chaotic nature of the characters’ experiences and challenges

linear storytelling conventions. The fragmentation invites audiences to engage actively with the

material, piecing together thematic and narrative connections.

Language and Tone

Mee’s language oscillates between poetic and colloquial, blending humor with seriousness. This tonal

variability enhances the emotional range of the play, making its themes more accessible and resonant.

Symbolism and Imagery

Symbolism plays a crucial role in conveying the deeper meanings behind the characters’ actions and

the play’s themes. This section identifies key symbols and imagery that enrich the text.



The Wedding Dresses

The brides’ wedding dresses symbolize both oppression and empowerment. Initially representing the

forced marriages they flee, the dresses transform into emblems of identity and resistance throughout

the play.

The House

The setting of the cousins’ home functions as a metaphor for patriarchal society. It is both a refuge

and a battleground, encapsulating the tension between safety and control.

Water Imagery

Water motifs recur in the play, symbolizing cleansing, change, and the fluidity of relationships. These

images underscore the themes of transformation and renewal.

Critical Reception and Interpretations

"Big Love" has garnered varied critical responses, reflecting its provocative content and innovative

form. This section reviews significant interpretations and scholarly critiques, situating the play within

contemporary theater discourse.

Feminist Perspectives



Many critics highlight the play’s feminist dimensions, praising its challenge to patriarchal constructs

and its nuanced portrayal of female agency. However, some debate the complexities of representing

polygamy and autonomy simultaneously.

Postmodern Influences

Scholars note the play’s postmodern characteristics, including its fragmented structure and

intertextuality. These elements align "Big Love" with broader trends in late 20th-century drama,

emphasizing multiplicity and ambiguity.

Audience Reception

The play’s reception among audiences often reflects its challenging themes. Viewers respond to its

emotional intensity and moral questions, making it a compelling piece for discussion and analysis.

Performance and Direction Considerations

The staging of "Big Love" requires thoughtful consideration due to its large cast, complex themes, and

unconventional structure. This section explores practical and artistic aspects of producing the play.

Cast and Character Dynamics

Directors must navigate the ensemble nature of the brides and the contrasting roles of the cousins to

maintain clarity and engagement. Balancing group scenes with individual character focus is essential

for dramatic impact.



Set and Costume Design

Design elements such as the brides’ wedding dresses and the symbolic house setting are crucial in

reinforcing thematic content visually. Creative staging can amplify the tension between tradition and

rebellion intrinsic to the play.

Audience Engagement

Interactive and immersive techniques may enhance audience connection with the fragmented narrative

and complex emotional landscape. Directors often experiment with spatial arrangements and

multimedia elements to deepen engagement.

Complex thematic layering of love, freedom, and family

Rich character development emphasizing diverse perspectives

Innovative use of fragmentation and collage in structure

Powerful symbolism reinforcing central motifs

Critical acclaim for feminist and postmodern elements

Production challenges encouraging creative staging



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Big Love' play?

The central theme of 'Big Love' is the exploration of love, marriage, and the conflicts arising from

polygamy in a contemporary setting, highlighting the emotional and ethical dilemmas faced by the

characters.

Who is the playwright of 'Big Love' and what inspired the play?

The playwright of 'Big Love' is Charles L. Mee. He was inspired by the ancient Greek tragedy 'The

Suppliants' by Aeschylus, adapting its themes to modern issues surrounding love and family.

How does 'Big Love' address the concept of polygamy?

In 'Big Love', polygamy is portrayed through the story of a man planning to marry three sisters

simultaneously, which brings forth complex emotional dynamics and challenges societal norms about

marriage and fidelity.

What role do the three brides play in the narrative of 'Big Love'?

The three brides in 'Big Love' serve as central characters whose perspectives and interactions provide

insight into themes of love, autonomy, jealousy, and sisterhood, driving the emotional core of the play.

How does the setting of 'Big Love' influence its themes?

The contemporary setting of 'Big Love' juxtaposed with the ancient source material creates a contrast

that highlights timeless human conflicts around love and marriage while emphasizing modern societal

attitudes and legal constraints.

What stylistic elements characterize Charles Mee's writing in 'Big



Love'?

Charles Mee's writing in 'Big Love' is characterized by fragmented dialogue, overlapping conversations,

and a blend of humor and tragedy, creating a dynamic and emotionally charged theatrical experience.

What is the significance of the ending in 'Big Love'?

The ending of 'Big Love' leaves audiences contemplating the complexities of love and commitment,

often avoiding a neat resolution to emphasize ongoing struggles with personal desires, societal

expectations, and the nature of relationships.

Additional Resources

1. The Art of Big Love: Exploring Passion and Power in Romantic Relationships

This book delves into the dynamics of intense romantic connections, examining how passion and

power interplay in big love scenarios. Through case studies and psychological theories, it offers

insights into emotional intensity and commitment. Readers will gain a deeper understanding of how to

nurture and sustain profound love.

2. Big Love Play: Analyzing Emotional Complexity in Grand Romantic Gestures

Focusing on the dramatic expressions of love, this book analyzes the motivations and outcomes of

grand romantic gestures. It explores the psychology behind big love plays and their impact on

relationship longevity. The author provides tools for interpreting and appreciating these powerful

emotional displays.

3. Love in the Spotlight: A Critical Analysis of Big Love in Literature and Media

This work investigates how big love is portrayed in literature, film, and popular media. It critiques the

romantic tropes and narratives that shape societal expectations of love’s grandeur. Readers will learn

to discern between idealized and realistic depictions of passionate relationships.

4. The Dynamics of Big Love: Power, Vulnerability, and Emotional Risk



Exploring the balance of power and vulnerability, this book addresses the risks involved in deep

romantic engagement. It discusses how emotional openness can both strengthen and challenge big

love relationships. The text is grounded in psychological research and real-life examples.

5. Big Love Strategies: Communication and Conflict Resolution in Passionate Relationships

This practical guide offers strategies for maintaining healthy communication in intense romantic

relationships. It highlights common conflicts in big love scenarios and proposes effective resolution

techniques. Couples and therapists alike will find valuable advice for sustaining emotional connection.

6. The Psychology of Grand Romance: Understanding Big Love Play

This book provides a psychological perspective on the behaviors and emotions involved in grand

romantic expressions. It examines attachment styles, emotional needs, and the role of fantasy in big

love play. The author combines theory with clinical insights to deepen readers' comprehension.

7. Beyond the Surface: Unpacking the Layers of Big Love Play

This analytical text uncovers the underlying motives and subconscious elements in big love

relationships. It explores themes of identity, desire, and emotional fulfillment. The book encourages

readers to look beyond outward displays to understand the true nature of passionate love.

8. Big Love in Modern Times: Cultural Shifts and Romantic Expectations

Examining contemporary changes in romantic relationships, this book discusses how cultural shifts

influence big love play. It addresses topics such as digital romance, changing gender roles, and

evolving commitment models. Readers will gain insight into the modern landscape of passionate love.

9. Intense Hearts: The Science and Art of Big Love Play

Combining scientific research with artistic interpretation, this book explores the multifaceted nature of

big love. It covers neurological, emotional, and social aspects of passionate relationships, offering a

holistic view. The author celebrates the complexity and beauty of intense romantic bonds.
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  big love play analysis: Script Analysis for Actors, Directors, and Designers James Michael
Thomas, 2009 Script Analysis specifically for Actors, Directors, and Designers; the only book on this
subject that covers the growing area of unconventional plays.
  big love play analysis: Richard Wright Keneth Kinnamon, 2014-11-04 African-American
writer Richard Wright (1908-1960) was celebrated during the early 1940s for his searing
autobiography (Black Boy) and fiction (Native Son). By 1947 he felt so unwelcome in his homeland
that he exiled himself and his family in Paris. But his writings changed American culture forever,
and today they are mainstays of literature and composition classes. He and his works are also the
subjects of numerous critical essays and commentaries by contemporary writers. This volume
presents a comprehensive annotated bibliography of those essays, books, and articles from 1983
through 2003. Arranged alphabetically by author within years are some 8,320 entries ranging from
unpublished dissertations to book-length studies of African American literature and literary
criticism. Also included as an appendix are addenda to the author's earlier bibliography covering the
years from 1934 through 1982. This is the exhaustive reference for serious students of Richard
Wright and his critics.
  big love play analysis: The Routledge Handbook of Classics, Colonialism, and
Postcolonial Theory Katherine Blouin, Ben Akrigg, 2024-07-29 This handbook explores the ways in
which histories of colonialism and postcolonial thought and theory cast light on our understanding of
the ancient Mediterranean world and the discipline of Classics, utilizing a wide body of case studies
and providing avenues for future research and discussion. It brings together chapters by a wide,
international, and intersectional range of scholars coming from a variety of backgrounds and
sub-disciplinary perspectives, and from across the chronological and geographical scope of Classics.
Chapters cover the state of current research into ancient Mediterranean and South, Central, and
West Asian histories. They provide case studies to illustrate both how postcolonial thought has
already illuminated our understanding of the ancient Mediterranean world and beyond, as well as its
potential for the future. Chapters also provide opportunities for reflection on the current state of the
discipline. An introduction by the volume editors offers a survey of the development of postcolonial
theory, its relationship to other bodies of theory, and its connections to Classics. Toward the end of
the book, three scholars with different career and disciplinary perspectives provide short reflections
on the themes of the volume and the directions of future research. The Routledge Handbook of
Classics, Colonialism, and Postcolonial Theory offers an impressive collection of current research
and thought on the subject for students and scholars in classical studies understood in its larger
sense as well as in related disciplines such as Archaeology, Ancient History, Imperial History and the
History of Colonialism, Reception Studies, and Museum Studies. For anyone interested in classical
antiquity, it provides an engaging introduction to a potentially bewildering, but ultimately vital and
enriching, body of thought and theory.
  big love play analysis: Religious Humor in Evangelical Christian and Mormon Culture
Elisha McIntyre, 2018-01-25 Incorporating perspectives from religious studies, humor studies,
cultural and film studies, and theology, as well as original data from textual analysis and the voices
of religious comedians, this book critically analyses the experiences of believers who appreciate that
their faith is not necessarily a barrier to their laughter. It is often thought that religion and humor
are incompatible, but Religious Humor in Evangelical Christian and Mormon Culture shows that
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humor is not only a popular means of entertainment, but also a way in which an individual or
community expresses their identity and values. Elisha McIntyre argues that believers embrace their
sense of humor, actively producing and consciously consuming comic entertainment that reflects
their own experiences. This process is not however without conflict. The book argues that there are
specific characteristics that indicate a unique kind of humor that may be called 'religious humor'.
Through an examination of religious humor found in stand-up comedy, television sitcoms, comedy
film and satirical cartoons, and drawing on interview data, the book outlines the main considerations
that Christians take into account when choosing their comedy entertainment. These include
questions about ideology, blasphemy, taboos around the body, and the motives behind the joke.
  big love play analysis: Not Just Play Meryl Nadel, Susan Scher, 2019-05-20 Camps often
provide children with a first taste of independence and freedom from the restrictions of home and
school while offering a milieu full of opportunities for psychosocial development, creative
interaction, and mutual aid. Though summer camps have simultaneously given current and future
social workers educational, practice, research, and theory-development opportunities as they direct,
staff, attend, and provide supervision, the field has received limited scholarly attention. Not Just Play
focuses on the relationship between social work and the summer camp movement and provides a
comprehensive treatment of this underappreciated area of practice. Social workers and camp
professionals will value the many advantages and connections explored in the volume, which also
incorporates case vignettes and core scholarly research. The text offers readers a multifaceted
examination of social work and summer camp that broadens their professional and scholarly
perspective.
  big love play analysis: Hollywood Sex Comedies, 1953-1964 Hal Erickson, 2024-06-27 The
Hollywood sex comedy--a feature-length film in which sex motivates the storyline and the laughs are
triggered by sexual situations--came into its own with the 1953 release of the once-controversial The
Moon Is Blue. That film received very positive critical and audience response despite being denied a
seal of approval from the Production Code Administration and receiving a Condemned rating from
the Legion of Decency. (These two formidable watchdog agencies would continue to be
challenged--and audiences would continue to be convulsed--by the abundance of sex comedies still to
come.) The present informal survey focuses on 25 selected examples of the genre, released between
1953 and 1964. Along with such familiar works as The Seven Year Itch, The Tender Trap, Pillow Talk
and Kiss Me, Stupid, several lesser-known sex comedies like I Married a Woman, The Tunnel of
Love, Happy Anniversary and Period of Adjustment are documented, analyzed and placed in context
with their times. Some are masterpieces, others mildly amusing and a few downright awful, but all
are fascinating artifacts of a bygone era in popular entertainment.
  big love play analysis: Codifying the National Self Bárbara Ozieblo, María Dolores
Narbona-Carrión, 2006 Theater has always been the site of visionary hopes for a reformed national
future and a space for propagating ideas, both cultural and political, and such a conceptualization of
the histrionic art is all the more valuable in the post-9/11 era. The essays in this volume address the
concept of «Americanness» and the perceptions of the «alien» - as ethnic, class or gendered
minorities - as dealt with in the work of American playwrights from Anna Cora Mowatt, through
Rachel Crothers or Susan Glaspell, and on to Sam Shepard, David Mamet, Nilo Cruz or Wallace
Shawn. The authors of the essays come from a multi-national university background that includes
the United States, the United Arab Emirates and various countries of the European Community. In
recognition of the multiple components of drama, the essays for the volume were selected in order to
exemplify different aspects and theories of theater studies: the playwright, the play, the audience
and the actor are all examined as part of the theatrical experience that serves to formulate American
national identity.
  big love play analysis: Motion Picture Review Digest , 1937
  big love play analysis: Showmen's Motion Picture Trade Review , 1940
  big love play analysis: The Ultimate Scene and Monologue Sourcebook, Updated and
Expanded Edition Ed Hooks, 2007-10-16 All actors and acting teachers need The Ultimate Scene



and Monologue Sourcebook, the invaluable guide to finding just the right piece for every audition.
This remarkable book describes the characters, action, and mood for more than 1,000 scenes in over
300 plays. This unique format is ideal for acting teachers who want their students to understand
each monologue in context. Using these guidelines, the actor can quickly pinpoint the perfect
monologue, then find the text in the Samuel French or Dramatist Play Service edition of the play.
Newly revised and expanded, the book also includes the author’s own assessment of each
monologue.
  big love play analysis: The Cambridge Review , 1897 Vols. 1-26 include a supplement: The
University pulpit, vols. [1]-26, no. 1-661, which has separate pagination but is indexed in the main
vol.
  big love play analysis: Academy; a Weekly Review of Literature, Learning, Science and Art ,
1889 The Poetical gazette; the official organ of the Poetry society and a review of poetical affairs,
nos. 4-7 issued as supplements to the Academy, v. 79, Oct. 15, Nov. 5, Dec. 3 and 31, 1910
  big love play analysis: Master's Theses Directories , 2006 Education, arts and social
sciences, natural and technical sciences in the United States and Canada.
  big love play analysis: Hysterical Rebecca Coffey, 2025-07-30 Imagine growing up smart,
ambitious, and queer in a home where your father Sigmund Freud thinks that women should aspire
to be wives and calls lesbianism a gateway to mental illness. He also says that lesbianism is always
caused by the father, and is usually curable by psychoanalysis. Then he analyzes you. Ultimately
Anna Freud loved Dorothy Tiffany Burlingham (heir to the Tiffany fortune) for 54 years. They raised
a family together and became psychoanalysts in their own right, specializing in work with children.
But first Anna had to navigate childhood, adolescence, and early adulthood in a famous family where
her kind of romantic longings were considered dangerous. What was it like to grow up the lesbian
daughter of the great Sigmund Freud? Aside from Anna's sexuality and from her father's intrusive
psychoanalysis of her, what were the Freud family's most closely closeted skeletons? What is it about
the birth of psychoanalysis that even today's psychoanalysts would prefer to keep secret? How did
Anna defy her father so thoroughly while continuing to love him and learn from him? Weaving a
grand tale out of a pile of crazy facts, Hysterical: Anna Freud's Story lets the pioneering child
psychologist freely examine the forces that shaped her life.
  big love play analysis: Love, Guilt and Reparation Melanie Klein, 2002-02 This book shows the
growth of Melanie Klein's work and ideas between 1921 and 1945, and traces her theories on
childhood development, criminality and childhood pyschosis, symbol formation, and the early
development of conscience.
  big love play analysis: The North British Review , 1863
  big love play analysis: Proceedings of the 2022 3rd International Conference on Big Data and
Social Sciences (ICBDSS 2022) Guiyun Guan, Bo Qu, Ding Zhou, 2024-03-13 This is an open access
book. As a leading role in the global megatrend of scientific innovation, China has been creating a
more and more open environment for scientific innovation, increasing the depth and breadth of
academic cooperation, and building a community of innovation that benefits all. Such endeavors are
making new contributions to the globalization and creating a community of shared future. The 3rd
International Conference on Big Data and Social Sciences (ICBDSS 2022) was held on August 19 –
21, 2022, in Hulunbuir, China. With the support of experts and professors, the ICBDSS 2022
conference successfully held its first conference last year. In order to allow more scholars to have
the opportunity to participate in the conference to share and exchange experience. This conference
mainly focused on big data, social science and other research fields to discuss. At present, my
country has entered the era of big data cloud migration, that is, the era of bigdata, the Internet of
things, cloud computing and mobile Internet. The market demand for big data talents is also
increasing day by day. The purpose of the conference is to provide a way for experts, scholars,
engineering technicians, and technical R&D personnel engaged in big data and social science
research to share scientific research results and cutting-edge technologies, understand academic
development trends, broaden research ideas, strengthen academic research and discussion, and



promote the academic achievement industry Platform for chemical cooperation. The conference
sincerely invites experts, scholars from domestic and foreign universities, scientific research
institutions, business people and other relevant personnel to participate in the conference.
  big love play analysis: The Saturday Review of Politics, Literature, Science and Art ,
1904
  big love play analysis: Roger Ebert's Movie Yearbook 2007 Roger Ebert, 2013-02-05 The
most-trusted film critic in America. --USA Today Roger Ebert actually likes movies. It's a refreshing
trait in a critic, and not as prevalent as you'd expect. --Mick LaSalle, San Francisco Chronicle
America's favorite movie critic assesses the year's films from Brokeback Mountain to Wallace and
Gromit: The Curse of the Were-Rabbit. Roger Ebert's Movie Yearbook 2007 is perfect for film
aficionados the world over. Roger Ebert's Movie Yearbook 2007 includes every review by Ebert
written in the 30 months from January 2004 through June 2006-about 650 in all. Also included in the
Yearbook, which is about 65 percent new every year, are: * Interviews with newsmakers such as
Philip Seymour Hoffman, Terrence Howard, Stephen Spielberg, Ang Lee, and Heath Ledger, Nicolas
Cage, and more. * All the new questions and answers from his Questions for the Movie Answer Man
columns. * Daily film festival coverage from Cannes, Toronto, Sundance, and Telluride. *Essays on
film issues and tributes to actors and directors who died during the year.
  big love play analysis: Early Jazz Gunther Schuller, 1986 This classic study of jazz by
renowned composer, conductor, and musical scholar Gunther Schuller was widely acclaimed on its
first publication in 1968. The first of two volumes on the history and musical contribution of jazz, it
takes us from the beginnings of jazz as a distinct musical style at the turn of the century to its first
great flowering in the 1930's. Schuller explores the music of the great jazz soloists of the
twenties--Jelly Roll Morton, Bix Beiderbecke, Bessie Smith, Louis Armstrong, and others--and the big
bands and arrangers--Fletcher Henderson, Bennie Moten, and especially Duke Ellington--placing
their music in the context of the other musical cultures and languages of the 20th century and
offering original analyses of many great jazz recordings. Now reissued in paper, Early Jazz provides
a musical tour of the early American jazz world for a new generation of scholars, students, and jazz
fans.
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