
bilingual language development milestones
bilingual language development milestones mark crucial stages in a child’s ability to acquire
and use two languages effectively. Understanding these milestones helps parents, educators, and
speech-language professionals support bilingual children’s linguistic growth. Bilingual children often
follow developmental patterns similar to monolingual peers but with unique variations due to
exposure to multiple languages. This article explores the typical bilingual language development
milestones, the factors influencing bilingual acquisition, and strategies to support language growth.
It also addresses common concerns and myths about bilingualism in early childhood. By examining
these key points, readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of how bilingual language
development unfolds across different stages. The following sections provide detailed insights into
foundational skills, vocabulary expansion, grammar acquisition, and practical recommendations for
fostering bilingual proficiency.
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Understanding Bilingual Language Development
Bilingual language development involves the simultaneous or sequential acquisition of two
languages during early childhood. It differs from monolingual development by the interaction
between two linguistic systems, which can influence timing and patterns of language milestones.
Children exposed to two languages may distribute their linguistic input unevenly, leading to
variations in vocabulary size and grammatical complexity in each language. However, research
confirms that bilingual children reach overall language milestones within typical age ranges, with
some expected differences in how they manage and separate their languages. Understanding the
nature of bilingual language development is essential for accurately interpreting milestones and
supporting bilingual learners.

Simultaneous vs. Sequential Bilingualism
Simultaneous bilingualism occurs when a child is exposed to two languages from birth or within the
first year of life, leading to parallel development of both languages. Sequential bilingualism happens



when a second language is introduced after the first language is established, typically after 3 years
of age. These two types of bilingualism influence the timing and characteristics of language
milestones. Simultaneous bilinguals often develop two separate linguistic systems early, while
sequential bilinguals may temporarily experience delays or mixing as they acquire the second
language.

Typical Developmental Patterns
Despite differences in exposure and language context, bilingual children generally follow similar
developmental trajectories as monolinguals. Early milestones such as cooing, babbling, first words,
and two-word combinations appear within comparable age ranges. However, total vocabulary size
across both languages may be larger than in monolingual peers, even if vocabulary in each language
individually is smaller. This cumulative vocabulary advantage is an important consideration in
assessing bilingual language development milestones.

Early Milestones in Bilingual Language Acquisition
The earliest language milestones provide foundational skills necessary for bilingual proficiency.
These include pre-linguistic vocalizations, first words, and early comprehension abilities. Monitoring
these milestones helps identify typical versus atypical bilingual development.

Pre-linguistic Vocalizations
From birth to around 6 months, infants produce cooing and babbling sounds, practicing phonetic
elements of both languages. Bilingual infants are exposed to a broader range of phonemes, which
may enhance phonological discrimination. Babbling often reflects sounds from both languages,
demonstrating early bilingual processing.

First Words and Language Comprehension
Between 10 and 15 months, bilingual children typically utter their first words in one or both
languages. Early comprehension of common vocabulary and simple commands often precedes
spoken production. Caregivers can support comprehension by providing consistent language input
and interactive communication opportunities.

Two-Word Combinations
By 18 to 24 months, children start combining two words to form simple phrases or telegraphic
sentences. Bilingual children may produce two-word utterances in either or both languages,
reflecting their growing ability to express relationships and ideas. This milestone indicates emerging
syntactic skills in each language.



Vocabulary Growth and Language Mixing
Vocabulary development is a critical aspect of bilingual language milestones. Children acquire words
in both languages, often at different rates depending on exposure and context. Language mixing, or
code-switching, is a normal and strategic behavior in bilingual development.

Vocabulary Size and Distribution
Bilingual children’s total vocabulary, combining both languages, usually matches or exceeds that of
monolingual peers. However, vocabulary sizes in each individual language may be smaller, reflecting
varied input. Parents and educators should consider combined vocabulary when assessing bilingual
children’s language development milestones.

Understanding Language Mixing
Language mixing involves alternating between two languages within a sentence or conversation.
This behavior is common in bilingual children and serves communicative, social, and cognitive
functions. Language mixing is not a sign of confusion or delay but an indicator of linguistic flexibility
during bilingual language development.

Facilitates communication when vocabulary is limited in one language

Reflects growing control over two linguistic systems

Supports social identity within bilingual communities

Grammar Development in Bilingual Children
Grammar acquisition in bilingual children follows patterns similar to monolinguals but may show
unique characteristics due to cross-linguistic influence. Understanding grammatical milestones aids
in distinguishing typical bilingual development from language disorders.

Syntax and Morphology Acquisition
Bilingual children acquire syntactic structures and morphological rules in each language, typically
within expected developmental timelines. Cross-linguistic influence may result in temporary errors
where grammatical rules from one language influence the other. These errors tend to resolve as
proficiency increases.



Code-Switching and Grammatical Competence
Code-switching often involves grammatically correct switches aligned with syntactic boundaries,
demonstrating sophisticated linguistic skills. This ability to alternate languages within grammatical
constraints reflects advanced bilingual language development milestones.

Factors Influencing Bilingual Language Milestones
Multiple factors impact the timing and nature of bilingual language development milestones. These
include the amount and quality of language exposure, social context, and individual child
differences.

Language Exposure and Input Quality
The quantity and consistency of exposure to each language significantly influence milestone
achievement. Balanced exposure typically leads to more balanced bilingualism, while dominant
exposure to one language may result in stronger skills in that language. Rich, interactive language
input promotes vocabulary and grammar development.

Socioeconomic and Cultural Context
Cultural attitudes toward bilingualism and available community resources affect language
development. Supportive environments that value bilingualism encourage active use and
maintenance of both languages, facilitating timely achievement of bilingual language milestones.

Individual Differences
Children’s cognitive abilities, temperament, and motivation also contribute to variability in bilingual
language acquisition. Some children may reach milestones earlier or later, reflecting natural
individual differences rather than developmental concerns.

Supporting Bilingual Language Development
Effective strategies for supporting bilingual language milestones involve creating rich linguistic
environments and fostering positive attitudes toward both languages.

Consistent and Meaningful Language Exposure
Providing regular opportunities for children to engage with both languages through conversation,
reading, and play enhances language acquisition. Consistency in language use among caregivers and
peers supports clearer language separation and development.



Encouraging Language Use and Interaction
Active encouragement of speaking, storytelling, and social interaction in both languages promotes
communicative competence. Responding to children’s attempts in either language reinforces
confidence and skill building.

Utilizing Educational Resources
Access to bilingual books, media, and programs tailored to bilingual learners supports language
proficiency. Collaboration with educators and speech-language professionals ensures appropriate
monitoring of bilingual language development milestones and timely intervention if needed.

Addressing Common Concerns and Misconceptions
There are several prevalent myths regarding bilingual language development that can cause
unnecessary worry among parents and educators. Clarifying these misconceptions is important for
fostering informed support for bilingual children.

Bilingualism Causes Language Delay
Research indicates that bilingualism itself does not cause language delay. While bilingual children
may distribute vocabulary across two languages, their total language knowledge is comparable to
monolingual peers. Apparent delays often result from assessment methods that do not account for
bilingual language exposure.

Bilingual Children Are Confused by Two Languages
Children are capable of distinguishing and managing two languages from an early age. Language
mixing is a normal part of development rather than confusion. Bilingualism enhances cognitive
flexibility and metalinguistic awareness.

One Language Should Dominate
Maintaining both languages is beneficial for cognitive, cultural, and social reasons. Encouraging
balanced bilingualism supports academic achievement and identity development. Language
dominance may naturally fluctuate based on context and exposure but does not diminish the value of
bilingual proficiency.

Frequently Asked Questions



What are bilingual language development milestones?
Bilingual language development milestones refer to the typical stages and age ranges at which
children acquiring two languages achieve specific language skills, such as babbling, first words,
combining words, and developing grammar in both languages.

At what age do bilingual children typically say their first
words?
Bilingual children usually say their first words around 12 months old, similar to monolingual
children, though the total vocabulary might be split between the two languages.

How does bilingualism affect the rate of language
development milestones?
Bilingualism may cause some variation in timing, but most bilingual children reach language
development milestones within the typical age range, with vocabulary distributed across both
languages.

Is it normal for bilingual children to mix languages during
early development?
Yes, code-mixing or language mixing is a normal part of bilingual language development and reflects
the child's growing language skills in both languages.

When do bilingual children typically start combining words in
sentences?
Bilingual children generally begin combining words into simple sentences between 18 to 24 months,
similar to monolingual peers.

Can bilingualism cause delays in language milestones?
Bilingualism itself does not cause language delays. However, if a child shows significant delays in
both languages, it may indicate a language disorder that should be evaluated by a professional.

How can parents support bilingual language development
milestones?
Parents can support bilingual development by providing rich, consistent exposure to both languages,
engaging in conversations, reading, and encouraging communication in both languages.

Do bilingual children develop vocabulary at the same pace as
monolingual children?
Bilingual children may have smaller vocabularies in each language individually but often have a



combined vocabulary that is equal to or larger than monolingual peers.

What role does the environment play in bilingual language
milestones?
A supportive language environment with regular, meaningful exposure to both languages is crucial
for timely bilingual language development milestones.

When should parents be concerned about bilingual language
development delays?
Parents should consult a speech-language pathologist if their child shows no babbling by 12 months,
no first words by 18 months, or significant difficulty understanding or using language in both
languages.

Additional Resources
1. Foundations of Bilingual Language Development
This book explores the fundamental principles of bilingual language acquisition in children. It covers
key developmental milestones and the cognitive processes involved in learning two languages
simultaneously. The author provides insights into typical and atypical bilingual development, making
it a valuable resource for educators and speech-language pathologists.

2. Bilingual Language Development and Disorders in Spanish-English Speakers
Focusing specifically on Spanish-English bilinguals, this book offers detailed information on
language milestones and common developmental challenges. It includes assessment tools and
intervention strategies tailored for bilingual children. The text is grounded in research and clinical
practice, supporting professionals working with this population.

3. Language Development in Bilingual Children: Foundations and Teaching
This comprehensive guide discusses how bilingual children acquire language and the stages they
typically pass through. It highlights the role of environment, exposure, and interaction in shaping
bilingual development. The book also offers practical teaching approaches to support bilingual
learners in various settings.

4. Early Bilingualism and Language Development
The book examines the earliest stages of bilingual language acquisition, emphasizing the period
from birth to preschool. It addresses how infants and toddlers develop dual language skills and the
factors that influence milestone achievement. Parents and practitioners will find strategies for
fostering healthy bilingual growth.

5. Bilingualism in Development: Language, Literacy, and Cognition
This text delves into the relationship between bilingual language development and cognitive growth.
It covers milestones related to vocabulary, grammar, and literacy skills in bilingual children. The
authors review research findings and discuss implications for education and language intervention.

6. Assessing Bilingual Children’s Language Development
A practical resource for clinicians, this book focuses on evaluating language milestones in bilingual



children. It outlines assessment techniques that consider cultural and linguistic diversity. The book
also guides interpretation of results to distinguish between language difference and language
disorder.

7. The Bilingual Child: Early Development and Language Contact
This book provides an in-depth look at how young children navigate learning two languages in
various social contexts. It discusses milestone patterns and the effects of language contact and
mixing. The author presents case studies that highlight typical bilingual development trajectories.

8. Bilingual Language Acquisition: Psycholinguistic and Neurolinguistic Perspectives
Exploring the brain mechanisms behind bilingual language development, this book links milestones
to neurological processes. It offers insights into how bilingual children manage two languages
cognitively and linguistically. The text is suitable for readers interested in the scientific aspects of
bilingualism.

9. Supporting Bilingual Language Development in Early Childhood
This guide offers practical advice for parents, educators, and therapists to nurture bilingual
milestones in young children. It stresses the importance of rich linguistic environments and
responsive communication. The book includes activities and strategies to promote balanced bilingual
development.
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  bilingual language development milestones: Trends in Bilingual Acquisition Jasone
Cenoz, Fred Genesee, 2001-01-01 The chapters in this volume provide the first comprehensive
overview of trends in research on early phonological, lexical, syntactic and pragmatic development
in children acquiring two (or more) languages simultaneously. Ongoing as well as emerging issues
are examined and discussed by leading researchers in the field. Collectively, these studies extend
our knowledge of bilingual acquisition and broaden our understanding of the child's ability to
acquire and use language. This volume is of interest to researchers working on language acquisition
by monolingual and bilingual children, graduate students of psychology, linguistics and
communication sciences, and researchers and professionals concerned with the diagnosis and
treatment of bilingual children with language impairment.
  bilingual language development milestones: Bilingual Language Development: The Role of
Dominance Cornelia Hamann, Esther Rinke, Dobrinka Genevska-Hanke, 2019-09-20 It has long been
established that bilingual speakers are rarely balanced in their languages so that one language is
dominant. The contributions to the Research Topic “Bilingual Language Development: The Role of
Dominance” focus on the potential effects of language dominance on the competence and processing
of bilinguals, covering a large variety of language combinations and domains. Important aspects of
such work are the interplay of L1-maintenance/attrition and possible L2-dominance, the direction of
cross-linguistic influence (CLI) or code-mixing, as well as the effects of bilingualism on cognitive
development, each addressed in several contributions. However, such research presupposes a
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definition of dominance, which is far from being settled. This gives rise to considerable differences
in the operationalization of the concept across studies. The studies in this Research Topic present a
multifaceted picture of the role of language dominance for L1-maintenance/attrition,
L2-development and CLI. Though a unified story cannot emerge for such a complex subject,
interesting new venues are explored including the impact of dominance shift during L1-re-exposure,
comparisons of different types of bilingual groups, or operationalization of dominance through
experiential measures. The variety of approaches and results is in part owed to the many language
combinations studied and the fact that bilingual children, adults and atypical speakers are
investigated. This diversity constitutes the interest of this Research Topic.
  bilingual language development milestones: Encyclopedia of Language Development
Patricia J. Brooks, Vera Kempe, 2014-03-28 The progression from newborn to sophisticated language
user in just a few short years is often described as wonderful and miraculous. What are the
biological, cognitive, and social underpinnings of this miracle? What major language development
milestones occur in infancy? What methodologies do researchers employ in studying this
progression? Why do some become adept at multiple languages while others face a lifelong struggle
with just one? What accounts for declines in language proficiency, and how might such declines be
moderated? Despite an abundance of textbooks, specialized monographs, and a couple of academic
handbooks, there has been no encyclopedic reference work in this area--until now. The Encyclopedia
of Language Development covers the breadth of theory and research on language development from
birth through adulthood, as well as their practical application. Features: This affordable A-to-Z
reference includes 200 articles that address such topic areas as theories and research tradition;
biological perspectives; cognitive perspectives; family, peer, and social influences; bilingualism;
special populations and disorders; and more. All articles (signed and authored by key figures in the
field) conclude with cross reference links and suggestions for further reading. Appendices include a
Resource Guide with annotated lists of classic books and articles, journals, associations, and web
sites; a Glossary of specialized terms; and a Chronology offering an overview and history of the field.
A thematic Reader’s Guide groups related articles by broad topic areas as one handy search feature
on the e-Reference platform, which includes a comprehensive index of search terms. Available in
both print and electronic formats, Encyclopedia of Language Development is a must-have reference
for researchers and is ideal for library reference or circulating collections.
  bilingual language development milestones: Bilingualism, Language Development and
Processing across the Lifespan Julia Herschensohn, 2022-09-19 How does knowledge of a first or
second language develop, and how is that knowledge used in real time comprehension and
production of one or two languages? Language development and processing are the central topics
that this book explores, initially in terms of first language(s) and then in terms of additional
languages. Human growth and development necessarily involve the passage of time, implicating this
orthogonal factor and leading to the observation that capacities may vary across the lifespan. Two
theoretical frameworks have historically attributed explanations for knowledge and use of language,
nature versus nurture approaches: the former credits biogenetic intrinsic characteristics, while the
latter ascribes environmental extrinsic experiences as the causes of developmental change. The
evidence examined throughout this book offers a more nuanced and complex view, eschewing
dichotomy and favoring a hybrid approach that takes into account a range of internal and external
influences.
  bilingual language development milestones: Bilingualism and Deafness Carolina
Plaza-Pust, 2016-12-05 This book examines sociolinguistic, educational and psycholinguistic factors
that shape the path to sign bilingualism in deaf individuals and contributes to a better understanding
of the specific characteristics of a type of bilingualism that is neither territorial nor commonly the
result of parent-to-child transmission. The evolution of sign bilingualism at the individual level is
discussed from a developmental linguistics perspective on the basis of a longitudinal investigation of
deaf learners' bilingual acquisition of German sign language (DGS) and German. The case studies
included in this volume offer unique insights into bilingual deaf learners’ sign language and written



language productions, and the sophisticated nature of the bilingual competence they attain.
Commonalities and differences between sign bilingual language development in deaf learners and
language development in other language acquisition scenarios are identified on the basis of a
dynamic model of change in the evolution of (learner) language, with a focus on the role of language
contact in the organisation of multilingual knowledge and the scope of inter- and intra-individual
variation in learner grammars. In many respects, as becomes apparent throughout the chapters of
this work, sign bilingualism represents not only a challenge but also a resource. Given this
cross-disciplinary perspective, the insights on bilingualism and deafness in this volume will be of
interest to a wide range of researchers and professionals.
  bilingual language development milestones: Bilingualism Across the Lifespan Elena
Nicoladis, Simona Montanari, 2016-06-20 This book pioneers the study of bilingualism across the
lifespan and in all its diverse forms. In framing the newest research within a lifespan perspective,
the editors highlight the importance of considering an individual's age in researching how
bilingualism affects language acquisition and cognitive development. A key theme is the variability
among bilinguals, which may be due to a host of individual and sociocultural factors, including the
degree to which bilingualism is valued within a particular context.Thus, this book is a call for
language researchers, psychologists, and educators to pursue a better understanding of bilingualism
in our increasingly global society.
  bilingual language development milestones: Introduction to Language Development Shelia
M. Kennison, 2013-07-18 There are between 4,000 and 6,000 languages remaining in the world and
the characteristics of these languages vary widely. How could an infant born today master any
language in the world, regardless of the language’s characteristics? Shelia M. Kennison answers this
question through a comprehensive introduction to language development, taking a unique
perspective that spans the period before birth through old age. The text offers in-depth discussions
on key topics, including: the biological basis of language, perceptual development, grammatical
development, development of lexical knowledge, social aspects of language, bilingualism, the effect
of language on thought, cognitive processing in language production and comprehension,
language-related delays and disorders, and language late in life.
  bilingual language development milestones: Language Development Sandra Levey, Susan
Polirstok, 2010-09-29 Prepares future and current teachers to understand language development,
differences, and disorders—and the factors that lead to classroom success Language Development:
Understanding Language Diversity in the Classroom offers comprehensive coverage of the language
development process for pre- and in-service teachers while emphasizing the factors that further
academic success in the classroom, including literacy skills, phonological awareness, and narrative.
With chapters written by respected specialists in various fields, this interdisciplinary text illuminates
the impact of language development on learning success and distinguishes between language
differences and disorders, integrating illustrative case studies as well as helpful classroom strategies
that teachers can implement right away.
  bilingual language development milestones: Language Development and Disorders in
Spanish-speaking Children Alejandra Auza Benavides, Richard G. Schwartz, 2017-06-13 Prominent
researchers from the US, Mexico, Chile, Colombia and Spain contribute experimental reports on
language development of children who are acquiring Spanish. The chapters cover a wide range of
dimensions in acquisition: comprehension and production; monolingualism and bilingualism; typical
development, children who are at risk and children with language disorders, phonology, semantics,
and morphosyntax. These studies will inform linguistic theory development in clinical linguistics as
well as offer insights on how language works in relation to cognitive functions that are associated
with when children understand or use language. The unique data from child language offer
perspectives that cannot be drawn from adult language. The first part is dedicated to the acquisition
of Spanish as a first or second language by typically-developing children, the second part offers
studies on children who are at risk of language delays, and the third part focuses on children with
specific language impairment, disorders and syndromes.



  bilingual language development milestones: Bilingual Education in Primary School
Daniela Elsner, Jörg-Ulrich Keßler, 2013-03-13 Bilinguale Unterrichtsformen sind in einem
mehrsprachigen Europa derzeit stark angesagt, sowohl in der Grund- als auch der Sekundarschule.
Diese Einführung gibt einen guten Überblick über aktuelle Forschungsergebnisse, Konzepte, Fragen
und Praktiken des bilingualen Unterrichts in der Primarstufe. Das Buch wendet sich gleichermaßen
an Lehrkräfte, Referendare und Studierende und informiert über Chancen und Grenzen, die bei der
Einführung bilingualer Unterrichtsprogramme wie CLIL, Immersion oder bilinguale Module
berücksichtigt werden müssen. Jedes Kapitel enthält eine Kurzzusammenfassung, vor- und
nachbereitende Fragen zum Text sowie Literaturempfehlungen zu den einzelnen Bereichen.
  bilingual language development milestones: The Role of Experience in Children’s Language
Development: A Cultural Perspective Priya Shimpi, Eliana Colunga, He Sun, Douglas Sperry, Lulu
Song, 2022-12-02
  bilingual language development milestones: Bilingual Development and Literacy
Learning Norbert FRANCIS, 2012-07-01 A major part of this book is devoted to the presentation of
a series of proposals for collaborative research with investigators working in East Asia on
cross-writing system comparisons and bilingual literacy - comparing alphabetic and morpho-syllabic
literacy.
  bilingual language development milestones: Bilingual Competence and Bilingual Proficiency
in Child Development Norbert Francis, 2011-11-18 A study of first and second language
development in an indigenous community with implications for broader linguistic and cognitive
issues. When two or more languages are part of a child's world, we are presented with a rich
opportunity to learn something about language in general and about how the mind works. In this
book, Norbert Francis examines the development of bilingual proficiency and the different kinds of
competence that come together in making up its component parts. In particular, he explores
problems of language ability when children use two languages for tasks related to schooling,
especially in learning how to read and write. He considers both broader research issues and findings
from an ongoing investigation of child bilingualism in an indigenous language–speaking community
in Mexico. This special sociolinguistic context allows for a unique perspective on some of the central
themes of bilingualism research today, including the distinction between competence and
proficiency, modularity, and the Poverty of Stimulus problem. Francis proposes that competence
(knowledge) should be considered as an integral component of proficiency (ability) rather than
something separate and apart, arguing that this approach allows for a more inclusive assessment of
research findings from diverse fields of study. The bilingual indigenous language project illustrates
how the concepts of modularity and the competence-proficiency distinction in particular might be
applied to problems of language learning and literacy. Few investigations of indigenous language
and culture approach bilingual research problems from a cognitive science perspective. By
suggesting connections to broader cognitive and linguistic issues, Francis points the way to further
research along these lines.
  bilingual language development milestones: Bilingualism and Bilingual Deaf Education
Marc Marschark, Gladys Tang, Harry Knoors, 2014 This edited volume brings together diverse
issues and evidence in two related multidisciplinary domains: bilingualism among deaf learners - in
sign language and the written/spoken vernacular - and bilingual deaf education. The volume
examines each issue with regard to language acquisition, language functioning, social-emotional
functioning, and academic outcomes.
  bilingual language development milestones: The Oxford Handbook of Multicultural
Identity Veronica Benet-Martinez, Ying-Yi Hong, 2015-08-01 Multiculturalism is a prevalent
worldwide societal phenomenon. Aspects of our modern life, such as migration, economic
globalization, multicultural policies, and cross-border travel and communication have made
intercultural contacts inevitable. High numbers of multicultural individuals (23-43% of the
population by some estimates) can be found in many nations where migration has been strong (e.g.,
Australia, U.S., Western Europe, Singapore) or where there is a history of colonization (e.g., Hong



Kong). Many multicultural individuals are also ethnic and cultural minorities who are descendants of
immigrants, majority individuals with extensive multicultural experiences, or people with culturally
mixed families; all people for whom identification and/or involvement with multiple cultures is the
norm. Despite the prevalence of multicultural identity and experiences, until the publication of this
volume, there has not yet been a comprehensive review of scholarly research on the psychological
underpinning of multiculturalism. The Oxford Handbook of Multicultural Identity fills this void. It
reviews cutting-edge empirical and theoretical work on the psychology of multicultural identities
and experiences. As a whole, the volume addresses some important basic issues, such as
measurement of multicultural identity, links between multilingualism and multiculturalism, the
social psychology of multiculturalism and globalization, as well as applied issues such as
multiculturalism in counseling, education, policy, marketing and organizational science, to mention a
few. This handbook will be useful for students, researchers, and teachers in cultural, social,
personality, developmental, acculturation, and ethnic psychology. It can also be used as a source
book in advanced undergraduate and graduate courses on identity and multiculturalism, and a
reference for applied psychologists and researchers in the domains of education, management, and
marketing.
  bilingual language development milestones: Input and Experience in Bilingual Development
Theres Grüter, Johanne Paradis, 2014-10-15 Children acquiring two languages, either
simultaneously or sequentially, have more variation in their linguistic input than their monolingual
peers. Understanding the nature and consequences of this variability has been the focus of much
recent research on childhood bilingualism. This volume constitutes the first collection of research
solely dedicated to the topic of input in childhood bilingualism. Chapters represent a range of
theoretical and methodological approaches to the study of childhood bilingualism, covering a variety
of language combinations and sociocultural contexts in Europe, Israel, North and South America. As
a reflection of the field’s current understanding of the intricate relationship between experience and
development in children growing up with two or more languages, this volume will be of interest to
scholars and practitioners working with bi- and multilingual learners in various sociolinguistic and
educational contexts.
  bilingual language development milestones: The Listening Bilingual François Grosjean,
Krista Byers-Heinlein, 2018-10-30 A vital resource on speech and language processing in bilingual
adults and children The Listening Bilingual brings together in one volume the various components of
spoken language processing in bilingual adults, infants and children. The book includes a review of
speech perception and word recognition; syntactic, semantic, and pragmatic aspects of speech
processing; the perception and comprehension of bilingual mixed speech (code-switches, borrowings
and interferences); and the assessment of bilingual speech perception and comprehension in adults
and children in the clinical context. The two main authors as well as selected guest authors, Mark
Antoniou, Theres Grüter, Robert J. Hartsuiker, Elizabeth D. Peña and Lisa M. Bedore, and Lu-Feng
Shi, introduce the various approaches used in the study of spoken language perception and
comprehension in bilingual individuals. The authors focus on experimentation that involves both
well-established tasks and newer tasks, as well as techniques used in brain imaging. This important
resource: Is the first of its kind to concentrate specifically on spoken language processing in
bilingual adults and children. Offers a unique text that covers both fundamental and applied
research in bilinguals. Covers a range of topics including speech perception, spoken word
recognition, higher level processing, code-switching, and assessment. Presents information on the
assessment of bilingual children’s language development Written for advanced undergraduate
students in linguistics, cognitive science, psychology, and speech/language pathology as well as
researchers, The Listening Bilingual offers a state-of-the-art review of the recent developments and
approaches in speech and language processing in bilingual people of all ages.
  bilingual language development milestones: Second Language Learning in the Early School
Years: Trends and Contexts Victoria A. Murphy, 2014-05-07 Provides a much-needed overview of
current themes and research on child second language learning.



  bilingual language development milestones: Language, Learning, and Disability in the
Education of Young Bilingual Children Dina C. Castro, Alfredo J. Artiles, 2021-04-27 Using an
interdisciplinary perspective to discuss the intersection of language development and learning
processes, this book summarizes current knowledge and represents the most critical issues
regarding early childhood research, policy, and practice related to young bilingual children with
disabilities. The book begins with a conceptual framework focusing on the intersection between the
fields of early childhood education, bilingual education, and special education. It goes on to review
and discuss the role of bilingualism in young children’s development and the experiences of young
bilingual children with disabilities in early care and education settings, including issues of eligibility
and access to care, instruction, and assessment. The book explores family experiences, teacher
preparation, accountability, and policy, ending with recommendations for future research which will
inform both policies and practices for the education of young bilingual children with disabilities. This
timely volume provides valuable guidance for teachers, administrators, policymakers, and
researchers.
  bilingual language development milestones: Risk and Protective Environmental Factors for
Early Bilingual Language Acquisition Daniela Gatt, Ciara O'Toole, 2019-07-09 Bilingual language
exposure is highly variable, with wide-ranging influences on early language skills. This underscores
the need for understanding what to expect in early language acquisition so that those with typical
language development can be differentiated from those who are struggling or at risk, and so
requiring early intervention. One of the key ways to look at language development in very young
children is to investigate their vocabulary development, and for bilingual children, this means
measuring their abilities in both languages. This book takes an important step in this direction: it
documents the expressive vocabularies of children aged 16-45 months who were exposed to different
language pairs and bilingual contexts, and investigates the risk and protective effects of various
environmental factors. In each of the six studies, the vocabularies of typically-developing children
were measured using the vocabulary checklist of the MacArthur-Bates Communicative Development
Inventories and its adaptations to other languages. Developmental and language background
questionnaires provided additional information on children’s developmental history, risk factors for
language impairment, language exposure, as well as parental education and occupation. This
harmonised methodology was designed within COST Action IS0804 (Language Impairment in a
Multilingual Society: Linguistic Patterns and the Road to Assessment). The outcomes of this
cross-linguistic research contribute towards answering theoretical questions regarding early
bilingual vocabulary acquisition. They also have clinical relevance, potentially assisting
speech-language pathologists and those interested in early language development in distinguishing
between clinically significant bilingual delays and the natural consequences of bilingual exposure.
This book was originally published as a special issue of the International Journal of Bilingual
Education and Bilingualism.
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