
biblical history of palestine and
israel

biblical history of palestine and israel encompasses a rich and complex
narrative that spans thousands of years, deeply influencing religious,
cultural, and geopolitical developments in the region. This history is
primarily documented through ancient scriptures, archaeological findings, and
historical records that illustrate the profound significance of Palestine and
Israel in biblical texts. Understanding the biblical history of Palestine and
Israel involves exploring the emergence of early civilizations, the
establishment of ancient kingdoms, and the pivotal events that shaped the
spiritual and political landscape of the area. The intertwining of sacred
stories with historical facts reveals the enduring legacy of these lands in
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. This article provides a comprehensive
overview of the biblical history of Palestine and Israel, highlighting key
periods, notable figures, and major events that have defined the region’s
identity. The following sections will guide readers through the origins,
development, and lasting impact of this historic and biblical territory.

Ancient Origins and Early Civilizations

The Patriarchal Period and the Promised Land

The United Monarchy and Kingdoms of Israel and Judah

Exile, Return, and the Second Temple Period

Biblical Significance and Archaeological Insights

Ancient Origins and Early Civilizations
The biblical history of Palestine and Israel begins with the earliest known
settlements and civilizations that inhabited the Levant region.
Archaeological evidence indicates that the area was a crossroads of various
cultures due to its strategic location connecting Africa, Asia, and Europe.
Early inhabitants included Canaanite city-states, whose culture and religion
are frequently mentioned in biblical texts. These ancient societies laid the
groundwork for the complex tapestry of peoples and traditions that would
later emerge in biblical narratives.

Canaanite Culture and Influence
The Canaanites were among the earliest known inhabitants of Palestine,
flourishing from the Bronze Age through the Iron Age. Their city-states, such
as Jericho and Hazor, played significant roles in trade and regional
politics. The Hebrew Bible often references Canaanite religious practices and



conflicts, highlighting their influence on the Israelites. The Canaanite
pantheon, rituals, and social structures provided a cultural backdrop against
which the biblical stories of Israel developed.

Geopolitical Context in the Ancient Near East
Palestine and Israel existed within a broader geopolitical framework
dominated by powerful empires like Egypt, Mesopotamia, and later Assyria and
Babylon. These empires impacted the region through conquest, trade, and
cultural exchange. The biblical history reflects these interactions,
illustrating periods of foreign domination, alliance, and resistance that
shaped the identity and destiny of the Israelite people.

The Patriarchal Period and the Promised Land
The patriarchal period marks the foundational era in the biblical history of
Palestine and Israel, centered on the narratives of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob. These figures are considered the forefathers of the Israelite nation
and their stories establish the theological and territorial promises that
define much of the biblical narrative. The covenant between God and Abraham,
in particular, sets the stage for Israel’s claim to the land of Canaan, often
referred to as the Promised Land.

Abraham’s Covenant and Migration
According to biblical accounts, God called Abraham to leave his homeland and
journey to Canaan, promising that his descendants would inherit this land.
This covenant is a cornerstone of biblical history, symbolizing a divine
relationship and a territorial promise that underpins Israelite identity.
Abraham’s migration and settlement in Canaan represent the beginning of the
Israelite presence in the region.

The Role of the Patriarchs in Israelite Identity
Isaac and Jacob, Abraham’s son and grandson, further solidify the Israelite
lineage and connection to the land. Jacob’s twelve sons become progenitors of
the twelve tribes of Israel, whose collective history forms the basis of
biblical narratives. The patriarchal stories emphasize themes of faith,
obedience, and divine promise, deeply rooting the Israelite people in the
geography of Palestine.

The United Monarchy and Kingdoms of Israel and
Judah
The establishment of the United Monarchy under Saul, David, and Solomon
represents a significant phase in the biblical history of Palestine and
Israel. This period is characterized by political consolidation, territorial
expansion, and religious development. Following Solomon’s reign, the kingdom



divided into Israel in the north and Judah in the south, leading to distinct
historical trajectories documented in the biblical text.

King David and the Capital of Jerusalem
David’s reign is notable for uniting the Israelite tribes and establishing
Jerusalem as the political and spiritual capital. His leadership and military
successes elevated Israel’s status among neighboring nations. The biblical
account portrays David as a model king whose dynasty would have enduring
significance in Israelite history and theology.

Solomon’s Temple and Religious Centralization
Solomon, David’s son, is credited with building the First Temple in
Jerusalem, a monumental event in biblical history. The temple served as the
central place of worship and symbolized the covenant between God and Israel.
Solomon’s reign also involved extensive trade and diplomacy, contributing to
the prosperity and cultural development of the kingdom.

Division and Decline of the Kingdoms
After Solomon’s death, political tensions led to the division of the kingdom
into Israel (north) and Judah (south). This split introduced a period marked
by rivalry, prophetic activity, and eventual conquest by foreign powers such
as the Assyrians and Babylonians. The biblical texts describe these events as
consequences of the people’s faithfulness or unfaithfulness to God’s laws.

Exile, Return, and the Second Temple Period
The biblical history of Palestine and Israel includes the profound impact of
exile and return, particularly the Babylonian captivity and subsequent
restoration. These events shaped the religious and cultural identity of the
Jewish people, influencing the development of biblical literature and
practice during the Second Temple period.

The Babylonian Exile
In 586 BCE, the Babylonian Empire conquered Judah, destroying Jerusalem and
the First Temple. Many inhabitants were exiled to Babylon, a traumatic event
that challenged Israelite faith and social structures. The exile period is
reflected in prophetic writings that emphasize repentance, hope, and the
promise of restoration.

Return and Reconstruction Under Persian Rule
The Persian conquest of Babylon allowed the Jewish exiles to return to their
homeland and rebuild Jerusalem and the temple. This era saw the construction
of the Second Temple and the reestablishment of religious and communal life.
The biblical history of Palestine and Israel during this time highlights



renewed emphasis on law, worship, and identity amid changing political
circumstances.

Socio-Religious Developments in the Second Temple
Period
The Second Temple period was marked by significant religious evolution,
including the rise of different Jewish sects and the compilation of important
biblical texts. The region remained under various foreign dominations, but
the spiritual heritage rooted in biblical history continued to influence the
people’s resilience and aspirations.

Biblical Significance and Archaeological
Insights
The biblical history of Palestine and Israel is not only a matter of
scriptural tradition but also a subject of ongoing archaeological
investigation. Discoveries in the region have provided material evidence that
complements and sometimes challenges biblical narratives, enriching
understanding of the ancient world described in the scriptures.

Key Archaeological Discoveries
Excavations have uncovered ancient cities, inscriptions, and artifacts that
illuminate the historical context of biblical events. Notable findings
include the Dead Sea Scrolls, remnants of the First and Second Temples, and
ancient fortifications mentioned in biblical accounts. These discoveries help
historians piece together the cultural and political realities of biblical
times.

Interpreting Biblical History Through Archaeology
Archaeology offers a critical lens for evaluating the biblical history of
Palestine and Israel, balancing faith-based perspectives with empirical
evidence. Scholars analyze material culture, settlement patterns, and
inscriptions to reconstruct the lives of ancient peoples and the veracity of
biblical descriptions.

The Ongoing Dialogue Between Text and Artifact
The interplay between biblical texts and archaeological findings continues to
shape the understanding of Palestine and Israel’s history. This dialogue
reveals the complexity of the region’s past and underscores the enduring
significance of its biblical heritage in contemporary scholarship and
cultural identity.

Early Canaanite settlements and influence



Patriarchal promises and tribal origins

United Monarchy under Saul, David, and Solomon

Division into Israel and Judah and subsequent exiles

Return from Babylonian exile and Second Temple developments

Archaeological evidence supporting biblical narratives

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of Canaan in the biblical
history of Palestine and Israel?
Canaan is the ancient name for the land that encompasses modern-day Israel,
Palestine, and surrounding regions. In the Bible, it is described as the
Promised Land given by God to the descendants of Abraham, marking it as a
central location for the patriarchs and the Israelite tribes.

Who were the ancient Israelites according to
biblical history?
The ancient Israelites were a Semitic people descended from the patriarch
Jacob, also known as Israel. According to biblical history, they formed the
twelve tribes of Israel and settled in the land of Canaan, becoming the
ancestors of the Jewish people.

What role does Jerusalem play in the biblical
history of Israel and Palestine?
Jerusalem is a central city in biblical history, serving as the political and
spiritual capital of ancient Israel. It is the site of Solomon's Temple and
later the Second Temple, making it a focal point for worship, prophecy, and
conflict throughout biblical narratives.

How does the Exodus story relate to the biblical
history of Israel?
The Exodus story describes the Israelites' escape from slavery in Egypt under
the leadership of Moses. It is a foundational narrative in biblical history
symbolizing liberation and the covenant between God and Israel, ultimately
leading to their settlement in the land of Canaan.



What kingdoms existed in ancient Palestine and
Israel according to the Bible?
According to the Bible, the united Kingdom of Israel existed under kings
Saul, David, and Solomon. After Solomon's reign, the kingdom split into the
northern Kingdom of Israel and the southern Kingdom of Judah, both of which
played significant roles in biblical history.

How do archaeological findings correlate with the
biblical history of Palestine and Israel?
Archaeological findings in Palestine and Israel provide evidence of ancient
settlements, fortifications, and artifacts that correspond to biblical
accounts. While some discoveries support biblical narratives, others offer
alternative perspectives, contributing to ongoing scholarly debates about the
historicity of certain biblical events.

What is the biblical significance of the Philistines
in the history of Israel and Palestine?
The Philistines were a prominent group mentioned in the Bible as the main
adversaries of the Israelites during the period of the Judges and early
monarchy. They inhabited parts of the coastal region of Palestine and are
known from biblical stories such as the conflict with Samson and the battle
between David and Goliath.

Additional Resources
1. The Bible Unearthed: Archaeology's New Vision of Ancient Israel and the
Origin of Its Sacred Texts
This book by Israel Finkelstein and Neil Asher Silberman combines archaeology
and biblical studies to explore the historical realities behind the Bible. It
challenges traditional views by presenting archaeological evidence that
reshapes our understanding of ancient Israel and its sacred texts. The
authors argue that many biblical stories were written centuries after the
events they describe, offering a fresh perspective on the history of
Palestine and Israel.

2. Ancient Israel: From Abraham to the Roman Destruction of the Temple
By Hershel Shanks, this comprehensive volume delves into the history,
culture, and religion of ancient Israel. It provides insight into the
biblical narratives while integrating archaeological findings. The book
traces Israel's history from its early patriarchal origins through the
periods of monarchy, exile, and Roman rule.

3. Jerusalem: The Biography
Simon Sebag Montefiore presents an engaging history of Jerusalem, a city
central to biblical history and modern geopolitics. The book covers the



city's evolution from ancient times through the biblical period and into the
present day. It highlights the religious and cultural significance of
Jerusalem for Jews, Christians, and Muslims.

4. Palestine in the Time of Jesus: Social Structures and Social Conflicts
By Joachim Jeremias, this book explores the social and political context of
Palestine during the time of Jesus. It examines the everyday life, religious
groups, and conflicts that shaped the region in the first century CE. The
work provides a deeper understanding of the biblical narrative within its
historical setting.

5. The History of Ancient Palestine from the Patriarchal Age to the Present
Day
This work by James Fergusson offers a detailed account of Palestine's
history, focusing on its biblical and post-biblical periods. It traces the
development of the region from early biblical times through various conquests
and cultural transformations. The book provides a broad historical framework
for understanding the biblical history of Palestine and Israel.

6. Israel: A History
Written by Martin Gilbert, this book offers a thorough history of the land of
Israel, weaving biblical history with modern developments. It covers the
ancient biblical era, the diaspora, and the modern state's establishment.
Gilbert provides a narrative that connects the ancient past with contemporary
realities.

7. The Archaeology of the Holy Land: From the Destruction of Solomon's Temple
to the Muslim Conquest
By Jodi Magness, this book presents archaeological discoveries that
illuminate the history of Palestine and Israel during and after the biblical
period. It covers significant events such as the destruction of the First and
Second Temples. The book helps readers understand the material culture and
historical context of biblical sites.

8. God's Shadow: The Ottoman Sultan Who Shaped the Modern World
Though focusing on the Ottoman period, this book by Alan Mikhail provides
important context for understanding the later history of Palestine. It
explores the region's role within the Ottoman Empire and its impact on the
biblical lands. The narrative connects the biblical past with the region's
evolving political and social landscape.

9. From the Maccabees to the Mishnah
By Shaye J.D. Cohen, this book examines the critical period in Jewish history
following the biblical era. It discusses the Maccabean revolt, the Hasmonean
dynasty, and the development of Rabbinic Judaism. The work provides valuable
insight into the historical and religious transformations in ancient Israel
after the biblical narrative.
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  biblical history of palestine and israel: A Biblical History of Israel, Second Edition Iain
Provan, V. Philips Long, Tremper Longman III, 2015-10-23 For over a decade, A Biblical History of
Israel has gathered praise and criticism for its unapologetic approach to reconstructing the
historical landscape of ancient Israel through a biblical lens. In this much-anticipated second edition,
the authors reassert that the Old Testament should be taken seriously as a historical document
alongside other literary and archaeological sources. Significantly revised and updated, A Biblical
History of Israel, Second Edition includes the authors' direct response to critics. In part 1, the
authors review scholarly approaches to the historiography of ancient Israel and negate arguments
against using the Bible as a primary source. In part 2, they outline a history of ancient Israel from
2000 to 400 BCE by integrating both biblical and extrabiblical sources. The second edition includes
updated archaeological data and new references. The text also provides seven maps and fourteen
tables as useful references for students.
  biblical history of palestine and israel: Biblical History and Israel S Past Megan Bishop
Moore, Brad E. Kelle, 2011-05-17 Although scholars have for centuries primarily been interested in
using the study of ancient Israel to explain, illuminate, and clarify the biblical story, Megan Bishop
Moore and Brad E. Kelle describe how scholars today seek more and more to tell the story of the
past on its own terms, drawing from both biblical and extrabiblical sources to illuminate ancient
Israel and its neighbors without privileging the biblical perspective. Biblical History and Israel s Past
provides a comprehensive survey of how study of the Old Testament and the history of Israel has
changed since the middle of the twentieth century. Moore and Kelle discuss significant trends in
scholarship, trace the development of ideas since the 1970s, and summarize major scholars,
viewpoints, issues, and developments.
  biblical history of palestine and israel: Biblical Narrative and Palestine's History Thomas
L. Thompson, 2014-09-11 Modern biblical scholarship's commitment to the historical-critical method
in its efforts to write a history of Israel has created the central and unavoidable problem of writing
an objective and critical history of Palestine through the biblical literature with the methods of
Biblical Archaeology. 'Biblical Narrative and Palestine's History' brings together key essays on
historical method and the archaeology and history of Palestine. The essays employ comparative and
formalistic techniques to illuminate the allegorical and mythical in Old Testament narrative
traditions from Genesis to Nehemiah. In so doing, the volume presents a detailed review of central
and radical changes in both our understanding of biblical traditions and the archaeology and history
of Palestine. The study offers an analysis of Biblical narrative as rooted in ancient Near Eastern
literature since the Bronze Age.
  biblical history of palestine and israel: A New Critical Approach to the History of Palestine
Ingrid Hjelm, Hamdan Taha, Ilan Pappe, Thomas L. Thompson, 2019-06-07 A New Critical Approach
to the History of Palestine discusses prospects and methods for a comprehensive, evidence-based
history of Palestine with a critical use of recent historical, archaeological and anthropological
methods. This history is not an exclusive history but one that is ethnically and culturally inclusive, a
history of and for all peoples who have lived in Palestine. After an introductory essay offering a
strategy for creating coherence and continuity from the earliest beginnings to the present, the
volume presents twenty articles from twenty-two contributors, fifteen of whom are of Middle Eastern
origin or relation. Split thematically into four parts, the volume discusses ideology, national identity
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and chronology in various historiographies of Palestine, and the legacy of memory and oral history;
the transient character of ethnicity in Palestine and questions regarding the ethical responsibilities
of archaeologists and historians to protect the multi-ethnic cultural heritage of Palestine; landscape
and memory, and the values of community archaeology and bio-archaeology; and an exploration of
the “ideology of the land” and its influence on Palestine’s history and heritage. The first in a series of
books under the auspices of the Palestine History and Heritage Project (PaHH), the volume offers a
challenging new departure for writing the history of Palestine and Israel throughout the ages. A New
Critical Approach to the History of Palestine explores the diverse history of the region against the
backdrop of twentieth-century scholarly construction of the history of Palestine as a history of a
Jewish homeland with roots in an ancient, biblical Israel and examines the implications of this
ancient and recent history for archaeology and cultural heritage. The book offers a fascinating new
perspective for students and academics in the fields of anthropological, political, cultural and
biblical history.
  biblical history of palestine and israel: A Biblical History of Israel Iain William Provan, V.
Philips Long, Tremper Longman, 2003-01-01 In this much-anticipated textbook, three respected
biblical scholars have written a history of ancient Israel that takes the biblical text seriously as an
historical document. While also considering nonbiblical sources and being attentive to what
disciplines like archaeology, anthropology, and sociology suggest about the past, the authors do so
within the context and paradigm of the Old Testament canon, which is held as the primary document
for reconstructing Israel's history. In Part One, the authors set the volume in context and review
past and current scholarly debate about learning Israel's history, negating arguments against using
the Bible as the central source. In Part Two, they seek to retell the history itself with an eye to all
the factors explored in Part One.
  biblical history of palestine and israel: The Emergence of Israel in Ancient Palestine
Emanuel Pfoh, 2016-04-01 Taking advantage of critical methodology for history-writing and the use
of anthropological insights and ethnographic data from the modern Middle East, this study aims at
providing new understandings on the emergence of Israel in ancient Palestine and the socio-political
dynamics at work in the Levant during antiquity. The book begins with a discussion of matters of
historiography and history-writing, both in ancient and modern times, and an evaluation on the
incidence of the modern theological discourse in relation to history and history-writing. Chapter 2
evaluates the methodology used by biblical scholars for gaining knowledge on ancient Israelite
society. Pfoh argues that such attempts often apply socio-scientific models on biblical narratives
without external evidence of the reconstructed past, producing a virtual past reality which cannot be
confirmed concretely. Chapter 3 deals with the archaeological remains usually held as clear
evidence of Israelite statehood in the tenth century BCE. The main criticism is directed towards
archaeological interpretations of the data which are led by the biblical narratives of the books of
Judges and Samuel, resulting in a harmonic blend of ancient literature and modern anthropological
models on state-formation. Chapter 4 continues with the discussion on how anthropological models
should be employed for history-writing. Socio-political concepts, such as chiefdom society or state
formation should not be imposed on the contents of ancient literary sources (i.e., the Bible) but used
instead to analyse our primary sources (the archaeological and epigraphic records), in order to
create a socio-historical account. The final chapter attempts to provide an historical explanation
regarding the emergence of Israel in ancient Palestine without relying on the Bible but only on
archaeology, epigraphy and anthropological insights. This Israel is not the biblical one. This is the
Israel from history, the one that the modern historian aims at recovering from the study of ancient
epigraphic and archaeological remains. The arguments presented challenge the idea that the biblical
writers were recording historical events as we understand this practice nowadays and that we can
use the biblical records for creating critical histories of Israel in ancient Palestine. It also questions
the existence of undisputable traces of statehood in the archaeological record from the Iron Age, as
the biblical images about a United Monarchy might lead us to believe. Thus, drawing on
ethnographic insights, we may gain a better knowledge on how ancient Levantine societies



functioned, providing us with a context for understanding the emergence of historical Israel as a
major highland patronate, with a socio-political life of almost two centuries. It is during the later
periods of ancient Palestines history, the Persian and the Graeco-Roman, that we find the proper
context into which biblical Israel is created, beginning a literary life of more than two millennia.
  biblical history of palestine and israel: Revealing the History of Ancient Palestine Keith
W. Whitelam, 2018-07-06 This volume is part of the Changing Perspectives sub-series, which is
constituted by anthologies of articles by world-renowned biblical scholars and historians that have
made an impact on the field and changed its course during the last decades. This volume offers a
collection of seminal essays by Keith Whitelam on the early history of ancient Palestine and the
origins and emergence of Israel. Collected together in one volume for the first time, and featuring
one unpublished article, this volume will be of interest to biblical and ancient Near Eastern scholars
interested in the politics of historical representation but also on critical ways of constructing the
history of ancient Palestine.
  biblical history of palestine and israel: The Old Testament Between Theology and History
Niels Peter Lemche, 2008-01-01 From its inception at the time of the Enlightenment until the
mid-twentieth century, the historical-critical method constituted the dominant paradigm in Old
Testament studies. In this magisterial overview, Niels Peter Lemche surveys the development of the
historical-critical method and the way it changed the scholarly perception of the Old Testament. In
part 1 he describes the rise and influence of historical-critical approaches, while in part 2 he traces
their decline and fall. Then, in part 3, he discusses the identity of the authors of the Old Testament,
based on the content of the literature they wrote, demonstrating that the collapse of history does not
preclude critical study. Part 4 investigates the theological consequences of this collapse and surveys
Old Testament and biblical theology in its various manifestations in the twentieth century. An
appendix includes a history of Palestine from the Stone Age to modern times, constructed without
recourse to the Old Testament.
  biblical history of palestine and israel: Imperial Israel and the Palestinians Nur Masalha,
2000-07-20 A critical history of Israel's expansionist politics that reveals how imperialist tendencies
run the gamut from Left to Right.
  biblical history of palestine and israel: The Invention of Ancient Israel Keith W. Whitelam,
2013-11-19 The Invention of Ancient Israel shows how the true history of ancient Palestine has been
obscured by the search for Israel. Keith W. Whitelam shows how ancient Israel has been invented by
scholars in the image of a European nation state, influenced by the realisation of the state of Israel
in 1948. He explores the theological and political assumptions which have shaped research into
ancient Israel by Biblical scholars, and contributed to the vast network of scholarship which Said
identified as 'Orientalist discourse'. This study concentrates on two crucial periods from the end of
the late Bronze Age to the Iron Age, a so-called period of the emergence of ancient Israel and the
rise of an Israelite state under David. It explores the prospects for developing the study of
Palestinian history as a subject in its own right, divorced from the history of the Bible, and argues
that Biblical scholars, through their traditional view of this area, have contributed to dispossession
both of a Palestinian land and a Palestinian past. This contoversial book is important reading for
historians, Biblical specialists, social anthropologists and all those who are interested in the history
of ancient Israel and Palestine.
  biblical history of palestine and israel: The Zionist Bible Nur Masalha, 2014-10-20
Throughout the history of European imperialism the grand narratives of the Bible have been used to
justify settler-colonialism. The Zionist Bible explores the ways in which modern political Zionism and
Israeli militarism have used the Bible - notably the Book of Joshua and its description of the entry of
the Israelites into the Promised Land - as an agent of oppression and to support settler-colonialism
in Palestine. The rise of messianic Zionism in the late 1960s saw the beginnings of a Jewish theology
of zealotocracy, based on the militant land traditions of the Bible and justifying the destruction of
the previous inhabitants. The Zionist Bible examines how the birth and growth of the State of Israel
has been shaped by this Zionist reading of the Bible, how it has refashioned Israeli-Jewish collective



memory, erased and renamed Palestinian topography, and how critical responses to this reading
have challenged both Jewish and Palestinian nationalism.
  biblical history of palestine and israel: The Encyclopedia of the Arab-Israeli Conflict
Spencer C. Tucker, Priscilla Roberts, 2008-05-12 This exhaustive work offers readers at multiple
levels key insights into the military, political, social, cultural, and religious origins of the Arab-Israeli
conflict. The Encyclopedia of the Arab-Israeli Conflict: A Political, Social, and Military History is the
first comprehensive general reference encompassing all aspects of the contentious Arab-Israeli
relationship from biblical times to the present, with an emphasis on the era beginning with World
War I. The Encyclopedia of the Arab-Israeli Conflict goes beyond simply recapping military
engagements. In four volumes, with more than 750 alphabetically organized entries, plus a separate
documents volume, it provides a wide-ranging introduction to the distinct yet inextricably linked
Arab and Israeli worlds and worldviews, exploring all aspects of the conflict. The objective analysis
will help readers understand the dramatic events that have impacted the entire world, from the
founding of modern Israel to the building of the Suez Canal; from the Six-Day War to the Camp
David Accords; from the assassinations of Anwar Sadat and Yitzhak Rabin to the rise and fall of
Yasser Arafat, the 2006 Palestinian elections, and the Israeli-Hezbollah War in Lebanon.
  biblical history of palestine and israel: Israel's History and the History of Israel Mario
Liverani, 2014-12-18 In 'Israel's History and the History of Israel' one of the world's foremost
experts on antiquity addresses the birth of Israel and its historic reality. Many stories have been told
of the founding of ancient Israel, all rely on the biblical story in its narrative scheme, despite its
historic unreliability. Drawing on the literary and archaeological record, this book completely
rewrites the history of Israel. The study traces the textual material to the times of its creation,
reconstructs the evolution of political and religious ideologies, and firmly inserts the history of Israel
into its ancient-oriental context.
  biblical history of palestine and israel: The Israelites B. S. J. Isserlin, 2001-01-01 Covering
the period of the thirteenth century B.C.E. to the fall of Jerusalem in 586 b.c.e., Isserlin, a senior
scholar, synthesizes the social, historical, geographical, and archaeological materials relevant to
studying ancient Israel in its ancient Near Eastern context. Isserlin has an accessible style and
brings the latest in biblical research to students and general readers. The stunning array of 85
photographs -- plus maps, line-drawings, and charts -- make this a rich resource for scholars as well.
  biblical history of palestine and israel: The Palestine Question Henry Cattan, 2022-10-10
First published in 1988, The Palestine Question presents the highlights of the Palestine issue in a
succinct, objective, and well-documented manner. The author reveals a fundamental fact which has
apparently been overlooked, namely, that the conflict is not restricted to the territories seized by
Israel in 1967, that is the West bank and the Gaza Strip which represent 20% of Palestine but
concerns an area five times greater, that is the whole territory of Palestine as well as the fate of
more than 5 million Palestinians. The author has done what has not been done before: he offers
judicious peace plan based on right and justice for the intractable Arab Israeli conflict and its root
cause, the Palestine problem. This book constitutes an indispensable reference work and essential
reading for all who are concerned with Middle East and world peace.
  biblical history of palestine and israel: Understanding the History of Ancient Israel H. G. M.
Williamson, 2007-10-25 In popular presentation, some treat the Bible as a reliable source for the
history of Israel, while others suggest that archaeology has shown that it cannot be trusted at all.
This volume debates the issue of how such widely divergent views have arisen and will become an
essential source of reference for the future.
  biblical history of palestine and israel: History, Archaeology and The Bible Forty Years After
Historicity Ingrid Hjelm, Thomas L. Thompson, 2016-02-22 In History, Archaeology and the Bible
Forty Years after Historicity, Hjelm and Thompson argue that a ‘crisis’ broke in the 1970s, when
several new studies of biblical history and archaeology were published, questioning the
historical-critical method of biblical scholarship. The crisis formed the discourse of the Copenhagen
school’s challenge of standing positions, which—together with new achievements in archaeological



research—demand that the regional history of ancient Israel, Judaea and Palestine be reconsidered
in all its detail. This volume examines the major changes that have taken place within the field of Old
Testament studies since the ground breaking works of Thomas Thompson and John van Seters in
1974 and 1975 (both republished in 2014). The book is divided in three sections: changing
perspectives in biblical studies, history and cult, and ideology and history, presenting new articles
from some of the field’s best scholars with comprehensive discussion of historical, archaeological,
anthropological, cultural and literary approaches to the Hebrew Bible and Palestine’s history. The
essays question: How does biblical history relate to the archaeological history of Israel and
Palestine? and Can we view the history of the region independently of a biblical perspective? by
looking at the problem from alternative angles and questioning long-held interpretations. Unafraid
to break new ground, History, Archaeology and the Bible Forty Years after Historicity is a vital
resource to students in the field of Biblical and East Mediterranean Studies, and anyone with an
interest in the archaeology, history and religious development in Palestine and the ancient Near
East.
  biblical history of palestine and israel: The Bible and Zionism Nur Masalha, 2007-08 This
text investigates the Biblical justification for Zionism & charts the historical rise of Zionism since its
19th century roots. Providing a contribution to the argument for a single democratic & secular
Israeli state, it shows how the biblical language of 'chosen people' & 'promised land' is used to
justify ethnic division & violence.
  biblical history of palestine and israel: The Origin Tradition of Ancient Israel Linda
Thompson, 1987-11-01 For more than three decades, Thomas L. Thompson has written at the
intersection of biblical theology and archaeology. Origin Tradition of Ancient asks important
questions about historicity in general and Israel's history in particular-including, perhaps most
importantly, at what point Israel's history begins. After surveying the recent literature on the
subject, Thompson closely examines the Pentateuchal tradition as a narrative of Israel's history, and
offers detailed exegesis of the historical narratives in Genesis and Exodus, including Adam,
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, and the sojourn in the wilderness. He closes with a discussion
of chronology and historiography.
  biblical history of palestine and israel: Early History of the Israelite People Thompson,
2021-11-08 This is a groundbreaking book on the origins of Israel, taking into account the contexts
of geography, anthropology, and sociology, and drawing on a careful analysis of archaeological and
written evidence. Thompson argues that none of the traditional models for the origin of biblical
Israel in terms of conquest, peaceful settlement, or revolution are viable. The ninth and eighth
century BC State of Israel is a product of the Mediterranean economy. The development of the
ethnic concept of biblical Israel finds its context in history first at the time of the Persian
renaissance. The volume presents a clear historical context and an interpretative matrix for the
Bible.
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