bg3 companion approval guide

bg3 companion approval guide offers a detailed overview of how to effectively manage
relationships with companions in Baldur's Gate 3. Understanding companion approval is
crucial for maximizing your party’s potential, unlocking unique storylines, and enhancing
gameplay. This guide covers the basics of approval mechanics, tips for increasing approval
ratings, and specific strategies for each companion. Whether you seek to align with your
companions’ values or carefully navigate their differing personalities, this resource provides
comprehensive insights. Additionally, the guide explains common actions that influence
approval and how to avoid negative consequences. By following these instructions, players
can optimize their party dynamics and fully experience the depth of Baldur's Gate 3's
companion interactions.
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Understanding Companion Approval Mechanics

Companion approval in Baldur’'s Gate 3 is a system that tracks how much your party
members like or trust your character based on your decisions and actions. This system
influences their behavior, dialogue options, and can trigger unique quests or story
developments. Each companion has individual preferences, moral codes, and backgrounds,
making their approval responses highly personalized.

Approval is generally represented by a numerical value or status indicator, which fluctuates
depending on player choices. Key factors affecting approval include dialogue choices, quest
decisions, and combat tactics. Understanding these mechanics is essential for optimizing
interactions and fostering strong bonds with your companions.

Approval Triggers and Responses

Actions such as helping NPCs, sparing enemies, or making morally aligned decisions can
increase approval. Conversely, choices that contradict a companion’s beliefs often reduce
approval. Companions may also react dynamically during combat or exploration based on
your leadership and tactical decisions.



Impact on Gameplay

Approval influences not only narrative elements but also gameplay mechanics. High
approval levels can unlock special abilities, unique dialogues, or even romance options.
Conversely, low approval might limit a companion’s willingness to cooperate or lead to
conflicts within the party.

How to Increase Companion Approval

Increasing companion approval requires a strategic approach to decision-making and party
management. Players must pay attention to each companion’s personality traits and
preferences to determine which actions will resonate positively.

Dialogue Choices

Dialogue is one of the most significant ways to affect approval. Selecting options that align
with a companion’s values, showing empathy, or supporting their viewpoints can raise
approval ratings. It is important to listen carefully to their dialogue cues and preferences.

Quest Decisions

Companions often have strong opinions on how quests should be handled. Supporting their
preferred outcomes or advocating for justice, mercy, or pragmatism—depending on the
individual companion—can increase approval. Completing companion-specific quests
successfully also boosts their trust and appreciation.

Combat Behavior

How you conduct yourself in combat affects approval as well. Some companions admire
bravery and tactical prowess, while others value restraint or protecting innocents. Utilizing
effective strategies while respecting companions’ combat philosophies enhances approval.

General Positive Actions

¢ Helping NPCs in need

e Showing kindness and mercy
e Sharing loot or resources fairly
e Maintaining party cohesion

e Making choices that reflect companions’ morals



Companion-Specific Approval Tips

Each companion in Baldur’'s Gate 3 has unique traits and preferences that influence their
approval. Understanding these differences is key to tailoring your approach effectively.

Astarion

Astarion appreciates cunning, self-preservation, and a sense of freedom. Making decisions
that favor personal gain or clever manipulation can increase his approval. Acts of cruelty or
disrespect, however, may cause disapproval.

Shadowheart

Shadowheart values secrecy, faith, and pragmatism. Supporting her religious beliefs and
making morally ambiguous but practical choices tend to raise her approval. She dislikes
reckless or overly compassionate actions.

Gale

Gale is attracted to intellectual curiosity and heroism. Displaying knowledge, engaging in
thoughtful dialogue, and protecting innocents contribute positively to his approval.
Dishonest or cowardly behavior may lower it.

Lae’zel

Lae’zel respects strength, decisiveness, and honor in battle. Approving aggressive tactics
and direct confrontation can increase her approval, while hesitation or mercy might reduce
it.

Wyl

Wyll values heroism, chivalry, and compassion. Choosing noble actions and protecting the
weak align with his ideals and boost approval. Selfish or cruel decisions are detrimental to
his opinion.

Managing Conflicts and Negative Approval

Not all actions will please every companion, and managing conflicts between party
members is an important aspect of companion approval. Negative approval can result in
tension, reduced party effectiveness, or even companions leaving the group.



Identifying Conflict Sources

Conflicts often arise due to opposing moral viewpoints or decisions that favor one
companion’s preferences over another’s. Monitoring dialogue reactions and behavior
changes can help identify approval issues early.

Strategies for Conflict Resolution

Balancing decisions and communicating carefully with companions can mitigate conflicts.
When faced with difficult choices, prioritizing compromise or explaining your reasoning
through dialogue may help maintain approval across the party.

Avoiding Approval Loss

Refrain from consistently ignoring a companion’s values

Use dialogue to clarify intentions when making tough decisions

Complete companion-specific quests to build trust

Manage party composition to minimize clashing personalities

Benefits of High Companion Approval

Achieving high approval with companions yields significant advantages in Baldur’s Gate 3.
Strong relationships enhance both narrative depth and gameplay capabilities, making it a
rewarding focus for players.

Enhanced Storylines and Dialogue

High approval unlocks unique conversations, background stories, and character
development arcs. Players gain deeper insight into companions’ motivations and histories,
enriching the overall game experience.

Improved Combat Effectiveness

Companions with high approval often perform better in combat, using special abilities or
cooperating more effectively. This synergy can be critical in challenging encounters.



Romance Opportunities

Some companions become available as romantic interests only after reaching certain
approval thresholds. Building these relationships adds emotional depth and personalized
content.

Additional Rewards

High approval can also lead to unique items, quest rewards, and other bonuses that
enhance character progression and gameplay options.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a companion approval guide in Baldur's Gate 3?

A companion approval guide in Baldur's Gate 3 helps players understand how to increase or
decrease a companion's approval rating through dialogue choices, actions, and quest
outcomes, affecting their interactions and story development.

How can | increase Astarion's approval in BG3?

To increase Astarion's approval, choose dialogue options that align with his sarcastic and
cunning personality, avoid lecturing him about morality, and support his desire for freedom
and survival.

Which companions have the most complex approval
systems in Baldur's Gate 3?

Companions like Gale, Shadowheart, and Lae'zel have complex approval systems involving
multiple dialogue options, moral decisions, and quest-related actions that significantly
influence their approval ratings.

Can companion approval affect gameplay in Baldur's
Gate 3?

Yes, companion approval can affect gameplay by unlocking unique dialogues, character-
specific quests, combat bonuses, and sometimes changing the companion's behavior or
story outcomes.

Are there negative consequences for lowering a
companion's approval in BG3?

Lowering a companion's approval can lead to tension, refusal to assist in certain situations,
reduced combat effectiveness, and in extreme cases, companions may leave the party or
become hostile.



Where can | find the most reliable BG3 companion
approval guides?

Reliable BG3 companion approval guides can be found on dedicated gaming websites like
IGN, GameSpot, Reddit communities, and fan-made wikis specifically focused on Baldur's
Gate 3.

How often should | check companion approval during
my BG3 playthrough?

It's advisable to regularly check companion approval after major quests or significant
dialogue choices to ensure your companions remain loyal and supportive throughout your
Baldur's Gate 3 playthrough.

Additional Resources

1. Mastering Companion Approval in Baldur's Gate 3

This comprehensive guide dives deep into understanding the complex approval system in
Baldur's Gate 3. It covers each companion's preferences, dislikes, and how your choices
affect relationships. Perfect for players who want to build strong bonds and unlock unique
storylines with their party members.

2. The Ultimate BG3 Companion Approval Handbook

A detailed handbook that provides step-by-step strategies for gaining favor with every
companion in Baldur's Gate 3. It includes dialogue options, quest tips, and moral decisions
that impact approval ratings. This book is essential for players aiming to maximize their
party's potential.

3. Baldur's Gate 3: Navigating Companion Relationships

Explore the emotional and narrative depth of BG3's companions with this guide focused on
relationship management. Readers will learn how to interpret character reactions and make
choices that resonate with each party member's personality. The book also highlights
consequences of approval changes on gameplay.

4. Companion Approval Secrets for Baldur's Gate 3

Uncover hidden mechanics and lesser-known facts about the approval system in BG3. This
book reveals secret dialogue triggers, rare companion-specific events, and tips to avoid
common pitfalls. It's perfect for players who want an edge in building trust and
camaraderie.

5. BG3 Companion Quests and Approval Strategies

Delve into the unique quests tied to each companion and how completing them influences
approval ratings. The guide provides walkthroughs, decision trees, and recommended
approaches to maximize positive outcomes. It also explains how companion quests affect
the overall story arc.

6. Building Bonds: A Player’s Guide to BG3 Companions
Focuses on the emotional and strategic aspects of forming strong relationships in Baldur's



Gate 3. This book discusses character backstories, motivations, and how player actions can
lead to meaningful connections. It offers advice on balancing party dynamics for an
immersive experience.

7. Dialogue Choices and Companion Approval in Baldur's Gate 3

An in-depth analysis of how specific dialogue options impact companion approval. This
guide helps players choose the best responses during conversations to gain favor or avoid
conflict. It includes examples and alternative paths for different character playstyles.

8. The Art of Companion Management in BG3

Learn how to effectively manage your party’s approval ratings to enhance gameplay and
story development. This book covers conflict resolution, gift-giving, and timing of decisions
that influence companion loyalty. Ideal for players wanting a strategic edge in party
cohesion.

9. BG3 Companion Approval: Tips, Tricks, and Tactics

Packed with practical advice and quick tips for boosting companion approval in Baldur's
Gate 3. It offers easy-to-follow tactics for new and veteran players alike, focusing on
efficient ways to enhance relationships without derailing the main quest. A handy resource
for on-the-go decision-making.
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