
become a teacher in alabama
become a teacher in alabama involves navigating a structured pathway designed
to prepare and certify educators for the classroom. This process is essential
for ensuring that teachers in Alabama meet the state’s rigorous standards for
educational quality and student success. Prospective teachers must complete
specific academic requirements, pass relevant exams, and obtain certification
through the Alabama State Department of Education. This guide provides a
comprehensive overview of the steps necessary to become a certified teacher
in Alabama, including educational prerequisites, certification options,
testing requirements, and additional endorsements. Whether aiming to teach at
the elementary, secondary, or special education levels, understanding these
requirements is vital for a successful career in education within Alabama’s
public schools. The following sections will detail each phase of the
certification process and offer practical advice for aspiring educators.

Educational Requirements for Aspiring Teachers

Teacher Certification Process in Alabama

Examinations and Assessments

Alternative Pathways to Certification

Maintaining and Renewing Teacher Certification

Additional Endorsements and Specializations

Educational Requirements for Aspiring Teachers
To become a teacher in Alabama, candidates must first meet certain
educational qualifications. These foundational requirements ensure that
teachers possess the necessary knowledge and skills to effectively instruct
students at various grade levels. Typically, this involves completing a
bachelor’s degree from a regionally accredited institution, with a focus on
education or a specific subject area.

Bachelor’s Degree in Education or Related Field
The primary step involves earning a bachelor’s degree, which should be
aligned with the teaching area of interest. For example, prospective
elementary teachers often pursue degrees in elementary education, while
secondary teachers may major in subject-specific areas such as math, science,
or English. Completing a degree program accredited by the Council for the



Accreditation of Educator Preparation (CAEP) or a similar body is highly
recommended to meet state standards.

Completion of a State-Approved Teacher Preparation
Program
In addition to the degree, candidates must complete an Alabama State
Department of Education-approved teacher preparation program. These programs
combine coursework with supervised student teaching experiences, allowing
candidates to apply theoretical knowledge in real classroom settings. The
teacher preparation program is critical for developing classroom management
skills, instructional strategies, and assessment techniques.

Student Teaching Requirement
Student teaching is a mandatory component of most preparation programs.
Usually lasting one semester, this hands-on experience places the candidate
in a public school classroom under the supervision of a certified teacher.
This immersive experience provides practical insight into daily teaching
responsibilities and classroom dynamics.

Teacher Certification Process in Alabama
After fulfilling educational prerequisites, prospective teachers must obtain
certification to legally teach in Alabama’s public schools. The certification
process is regulated by the Alabama State Department of Education and
involves multiple steps to verify the candidate’s qualifications and
readiness.

Application for Initial Certification
Candidates submit an application for initial teacher certification through
the Alabama Educator Certification System (AECS). This application requires
documentation of educational credentials, completion of a teacher preparation
program, and verification of student teaching hours. The application process
ensures that all candidates meet state eligibility criteria before entering
the workforce.

Types of Teacher Certifications
Alabama offers several certification types depending on the teaching level
and subject area. The most common include:

Class B Certificate – for entry-level teachers who have completed state-



approved preparation programs.

Class A Certificate – available after earning a master’s degree or
meeting additional professional development requirements.

Provisional Certificate – for individuals in alternative certification
pathways or those who have not completed all standard requirements.

Lifetime Certificate – awarded to educators who have met all
requirements and extensive teaching experience.

Examinations and Assessments
Passing state-mandated exams is a critical part of the certification process
to become a teacher in Alabama. These assessments evaluate the candidate’s
content knowledge and teaching skills to ensure readiness for classroom
instruction.

Alabama Educator Certification Testing Program
(AECTP)
The AECTP includes several tests that candidates must pass, depending on
their certification area. Common exams include:

Praxis Core Academic Skills for Educators – measures basic skills in
reading, writing, and mathematics.

Praxis Subject Assessments – evaluate knowledge in specific content
areas such as biology, history, or English.

Principles of Learning and Teaching (PLT) – assesses pedagogical
knowledge and teaching strategies.

Test Preparation Recommendations
Preparing for these exams is essential for success. Candidates are encouraged
to utilize official study guides, practice tests, and prep courses. Many
universities and educational organizations in Alabama offer resources
tailored to these assessments.



Alternative Pathways to Certification
Alabama provides alternative routes for individuals who wish to become
teachers but may not have followed the traditional education degree path.
These options aim to address teacher shortages and attract professionals from
diverse backgrounds.

Career Switcher Program
This program allows individuals with a bachelor’s degree in a non-education
field to enter the teaching profession. Participants must complete an
approved alternative preparation program and pass the required certification
exams. The Career Switcher Program includes mentorship and classroom
experience to support candidate success.

Intern Certification
The intern certificate enables candidates to teach while completing
certification requirements. It is typically valid for one year and requires
enrollment in a state-approved preparation program. Interns receive guidance
from experienced educators and are monitored by school administrators.

Emergency Certification
In cases of critical staffing shortages, Alabama may issue emergency
certificates to individuals who meet minimum qualifications but have not
completed all standard requirements. These certificates are temporary and
require subsequent completion of certification steps.

Maintaining and Renewing Teacher Certification
Once certified, teachers in Alabama must maintain their credentials through
ongoing professional development and periodic renewal. This ensures educators
stay current with best practices and evolving educational standards.

Professional Development Requirements
Certified teachers are required to complete continuing education credits or
professional development hours within specific renewal periods. These
activities may include workshops, courses, conferences, or advanced degree
work relevant to education.



Certification Renewal Process
Teacher certification in Alabama typically requires renewal every five years.
Renewal applications involve submitting proof of professional development
activities and, in some cases, updated background checks. Failure to renew
certification can result in suspension of teaching privileges.

Additional Endorsements and Specializations
Teachers seeking to expand their qualifications may pursue additional
endorsements or specializations. These credentials enable educators to teach
in specialized subject areas or provide services such as special education or
English language learning support.

Common Endorsements in Alabama
Popular endorsements include:

Special Education

English as a Second Language (ESL)

Reading Specialist

Career and Technical Education (CTE)

Gifted Education

Process for Obtaining Additional Endorsements
To earn an additional endorsement, teachers must complete specific
coursework, pass subject-area exams, and apply through the Alabama State
Department of Education. These endorsements enhance a teacher’s versatility
and marketability within the education system.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic requirements to become a teacher
in Alabama?
To become a teacher in Alabama, you must have a bachelor's degree from an
accredited institution, complete an approved teacher preparation program, and



pass the required Praxis exams.

Do I need to pass any exams to become a certified
teacher in Alabama?
Yes, aspiring teachers in Alabama must pass the Praxis Core Academic Skills
for Educators tests as well as the Praxis Subject Assessments relevant to
their teaching area.

How do I apply for teacher certification in Alabama?
You can apply for teacher certification through the Alabama State Department
of Education's online certification system after completing your education
and passing required exams.

Is there an alternative route to becoming a teacher
in Alabama without a traditional education degree?
Yes, Alabama offers alternative certification programs for individuals who
have a bachelor's degree in a non-education field but want to become
teachers.

What is the cost of getting teacher certification in
Alabama?
Costs vary but typically include fees for Praxis exams, application fees for
certification, and costs associated with completing a teacher preparation
program.

How long does it take to become a teacher in
Alabama?
Typically, it takes about four years to complete a bachelor's degree and
teacher preparation program, but alternative certification routes may be
shorter.

Are there background checks required for teacher
certification in Alabama?
Yes, all teacher certification applicants in Alabama must undergo a criminal
background check as part of the certification process.

Can out-of-state teachers get certified to teach in
Alabama?
Yes, Alabama offers reciprocal certification for teachers certified in other



states, but they must meet Alabama's requirements and submit an application.

What continuing education requirements exist for
maintaining teacher certification in Alabama?
Alabama requires teachers to complete professional development and continuing
education credits to renew and maintain their certification every five years.

Additional Resources
1. “Becoming an Educator in Alabama: A Comprehensive Guide”
This book offers a detailed overview of the steps required to become a
certified teacher in Alabama. It covers state-specific certification
requirements, including coursework, testing, and background checks. Readers
will find advice on navigating the application process and tips on classroom
readiness.

2. “Alabama Teacher Certification Exam Prep”
Designed specifically for aspiring Alabama teachers, this guide provides
practice questions and study strategies for the Alabama Educator
Certification Testing Program (AECTP). It includes subject-specific test
preparation and general test-taking tips to boost confidence and performance.

3. “Classroom Management for Alabama Educators”
Effective classroom management is critical for new teachers. This book
addresses techniques tailored to Alabama schools, emphasizing cultural
awareness and state educational standards. It provides practical strategies
to create a positive learning environment.

4. “Navigating Alabama’s Education System: A New Teacher’s Handbook”
This handbook introduces new teachers to the structure and policies of the
Alabama education system. It explains key state laws, curriculum standards,
and assessment requirements. The book also offers guidance on professional
development opportunities within Alabama.

5. “Lesson Planning and Instructional Strategies for Alabama Teachers”
Focused on lesson planning, this resource helps Alabama educators design
effective and engaging lessons aligned with the Alabama Course of Study. It
highlights instructional strategies that meet diverse student needs and
promote academic success.

6. “Special Education in Alabama: A Teacher’s Guide”
Special education teachers will find this guide invaluable for understanding
Alabama’s regulations and best practices. It covers Individualized Education
Programs (IEPs), state compliance, and inclusive teaching methods to support
students with disabilities.

7. “The Alabama Teacher’s Survival Guide”
This practical guide offers tips and advice for managing the challenges of



teaching in Alabama schools. From dealing with administrative tasks to
fostering parent-teacher relationships, it prepares teachers for the
realities of the classroom.

8. “Culturally Responsive Teaching in Alabama”
Addressing Alabama’s diverse student population, this book explores
culturally responsive teaching techniques. It helps educators build inclusive
classrooms by integrating students’ cultural backgrounds into curriculum and
instruction.

9. “Career Advancement for Alabama Educators”
This book provides strategies for professional growth within Alabama’s
education system. It covers pathways for earning advanced certifications,
leadership roles, and continuing education opportunities to enhance a
teaching career in the state.
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Lyon, Reinhard Tausch, 2013-08-22 On Becoming an Effective Teacher describes exemplary
practices like Teach For America, which highlight the power of person-centered teaching to bring
about higher student achievement and emotional intelligence. Lyon situates the classic with the
cutting-edge, integrating wisdom with research, anecdote with practical advice, to find truths that
reveal paths toward effective teaching. Jeffrey Cornelius-White, Psy.D., LPC, Professor of
Counseling, Missouri State University, USA, Author of Learner Centered Instruction: Building
Relationships for Student Success This fascinating book reveals through current research and
contemporary applications that Carl Rogers’ pioneering and radical approach to education is as
relevant today as it was in the 1970s and ‘80s. Brian Thorne, University of East Anglia, UK Carl
Rogers is one of the most influential psychologists of the twentieth century. His influence is similarly
outstanding in the fields of education, counselling, psychotherapy, conflict resolution, and peace. On
Becoming an Effective Teacher presents the final unpublished writings of Rogers and as such has,
not only unique historical value, but also a vital message for today’s educational crises, and can be
read as a prescription against violence in our schools. It documents the research results of four
highly relevant, related but independent studies which comprise the biggest collection of data ever
accumulated to test a person-centred theory in the field of education. This body of comprehensive
research on effective teaching was accomplished over a twenty-year period in 42 U.S. States and in
six other countries including the UK, Germany, Brazil, Canada, Israel, and Mexico and is highly
relevant to the concerns of teachers, psychologists, students, and parents. The principal findings of
the research in this book show that teachers and schools can significantly improve their
effectiveness through programs focusing on facilitative interpersonal relationships. Teachers who
either naturally have, or are trained to have empathy, genuineness (congruence), and who prize
their students (positive regard) create an important level of trust in the classroom and exert
significant positive effects on student outcomes including achievement scores, interpersonal
functioning, self-concept, attendance, and violence. The dialogues between Rogers and Lyon offer a
unique and timeless perspective on teaching, counselling and learning. The work of Reinhard Tausch
on person-centered teaching for counselors, parents, athletics, and even textbook materials, and the
empathic interactions of teachers and students, is among the most thorough and rigorous research
ever accomplished on the significance and potential of a person-centered approach to teaching and
learning. This pioneering textbook is highly relevant to educational psychologists and researchers,
as well as those in undergraduate and graduate university courses in education, teacher training,
counseling, psychology and educational psychology.
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  become a teacher in alabama: Teaching History, Learning Citizenship Jeffery D. Nokes,



2019-08-23 Learn how to design history lessons that foster students’ knowledge, skills, and
dispositions for civic engagement. Each section of this practical resource introduces a key element
of civic engagement, such as defending the rights of others, advocating for change, taking action
when problems are observed, compromising to promote reform, and working with others to achieve
common goals. Primary and secondary sources are provided for lessons on diverse topics such as
Alice Paul and the Silent Sentinels, Samuel Gompers and the American Federation of Labor, Harriet
Tubman, Reagan and Gorbachev’s unlikely friendship, and Lincoln’s plan for reconstructing the
Union. With Teaching History, Learning Citizenship, teachers can show students how to apply
historical thinking skills to real world problems and to act on civic dispositions to make positive
changes in their communities. Book Features: Ready-to-use lessons on important historical topics
that are likely already part of the history curriculum. Materials that allow teachers flexibility in the
way lessons are designed. Lessons aligned with important civic engagement themes, including ideas
for additional historical topics that are useful to teach similar material. Strategies to help teachers
facilitate the transfer of thinking skills and concepts (such as empathy, corroboration, and
historiography) into the realm of civic engagement. Background knowledge customized for use with
the documents included in the book.
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  become a teacher in alabama: Report of the Proceedings of the Second Annual Convention of
the National Congress of Mothers ... National Congress of Parents and Teachers, 1926
  become a teacher in alabama: Grade Teacher , 1928
  become a teacher in alabama: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1963
  become a teacher in alabama: Be Still, My Soul Randy Petersen, 2014 Be Still, My Soul is a
collection of 175 of the most popular hymns and the stories behind them. Many hymns were the
result of incredible life experiences- from the heart cry of a repentant slave trader to the renewed
hope of a survivor of attempted suicide. In this devotional you will experience the passion and joy
contained in these melodies.--
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