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beginning of wwii summary questions answer key provides an essential resource
for students, educators, and history enthusiasts seeking a clear and concise
understanding of the early events of World War II. This article offers a
comprehensive overview of the significant causes, key incidents, and
geopolitical shifts that marked the beginning of this global conflict. By
addressing common summary questions and providing precise answer keys, the
content aids in grasping the complex origins of WWII, including the roles of
major powers, treaties, and invasions. Detailed explanations are designed to
clarify pivotal moments such as the invasion of Poland, the failure of
appeasement, and the subsequent declarations of war. Readers will also find
structured sections that break down the timeline and consequences of these
early events. This resource is invaluable for preparing for exams, teaching
lessons, or self-study on the beginning of WWII. The following table of
contents outlines the main areas covered in this detailed summary.
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Causes of World War II
The beginning of WWII was influenced by a complex set of causes rooted in the
aftermath of World War I and the interwar period. Understanding these causes
is critical for summarizing the conflict’s origins and answering related
questions accurately. The Treaty of Versailles, economic instability,
nationalism, and the rise of totalitarian regimes all contributed to the
tensions that led to war.

Treaty of Versailles and Its Impact
The Treaty of Versailles, signed in 1919, imposed harsh penalties on Germany,
including territorial losses, military restrictions, and reparations. This
treaty fostered resentment and economic hardship within Germany, creating
fertile ground for Adolf Hitler’s rise to power. The treaty’s failure to



create lasting peace is a central theme in the beginning of WWII summary
questions answer key.

Economic and Political Instability
The Great Depression of the 1930s destabilized economies worldwide, leading
to high unemployment and social unrest. This turmoil allowed extremist
political movements, particularly fascism and militarism in Germany, Italy,
and Japan, to gain traction. These regimes pursued aggressive expansionist
policies to restore national pride and economic resources.

Failure of the League of Nations and Appeasement
The League of Nations was unable to enforce collective security or prevent
acts of aggression by Axis powers. Western democracies, particularly Britain
and France, followed a policy of appeasement, allowing Hitler to annex
territories without significant opposition. This emboldened Germany and
delayed a united response to Nazi expansionism.

Major Events Leading to the War
The escalation toward World War II involved several critical events that
increased tensions between nations. These events are frequently the focus of
summary questions, helping learners identify the timeline and causes of the
conflict’s outbreak.

German Remilitarization of the Rhineland
In 1936, Germany defied the Treaty of Versailles by sending troops into the
demilitarized Rhineland. This move was a significant test of the Western
powers’ resolve and marked a clear step toward German aggression. The lack of
military response reinforced Hitler’s confidence in pursuing further
territorial expansion.

Annexation of Austria and the Sudetenland
Hitler’s annexation of Austria in 1938, known as the Anschluss, was followed
by the demand for the Sudetenland region of Czechoslovakia. The Munich
Agreement allowed Germany to seize the Sudetenland in exchange for a promise
of no further territorial claims. This appeasement policy failed to prevent
war and is a key topic in beginning of WWII summary questions answer key.



Non-Aggression Pact Between Germany and the Soviet
Union
The Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact, signed in August 1939, shocked the world by
establishing a non-aggression agreement between two ideological enemies: Nazi
Germany and the Soviet Union. This pact included secret protocols dividing
Eastern Europe into spheres of influence and effectively cleared the way for
Germany’s invasion of Poland without fear of Soviet intervention.

Invasion of Poland and Outbreak of War
The invasion of Poland on September 1, 1939, is widely recognized as the
event that triggered the formal start of World War II. This section covers
the details of the invasion, the response by other nations, and the rapid
escalation into global conflict.

Details of the Invasion
Germany launched a swift and brutal attack on Poland using Blitzkrieg
tactics, combining fast-moving infantry, tanks, and air support. Poland was
overwhelmed within weeks, illustrating the effectiveness of modern warfare
strategies. This invasion violated international agreements and prompted
Allied nations to react.

Declaration of War by Britain and France
Following Germany’s invasion of Poland, Britain and France honored their
commitment to Poland by declaring war on Germany on September 3, 1939.
However, their initial military response was limited, leading to the period
known as the "Phoney War." The declarations marked the official beginning of
WWII.

Soviet Invasion of Eastern Poland
Shortly after Germany’s attack, the Soviet Union invaded eastern Poland in
accordance with the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact. This coordinated invasion
resulted in the division and occupation of Poland by the two powers, further
complicating the geopolitical landscape at the start of the war.

Key Countries and Alliances at the Beginning
The geopolitical alliances formed at the beginning of WWII defined the major
actors and battle lines. Understanding these alliances is essential for
answering summary questions related to the war’s outbreak and early dynamics.



Axis Powers
The Axis Powers initially consisted of Germany, Italy, and Japan, united by
mutual interests in territorial expansion and opposition to the Allied
powers. Their coordinated aggression destabilized multiple regions, setting
the stage for global conflict.

Allied Powers
The primary Allied powers at the beginning included Britain, France, and
Poland. Later, the Soviet Union and the United States joined the Allies as
the war expanded. Early cooperation among these nations was critical, though
initially limited in military engagement.

Neutral Countries and Their Roles
Several countries maintained neutrality at the war’s outset, including the
United States and many in Scandinavia. Their neutrality policies influenced
diplomatic and military strategies and shifted as the war progressed.

Summary Questions and Answer Key
This section presents common questions related to the beginning of WWII,
accompanied by precise answers that reflect the critical facts and
interpretations necessary for academic success.

What event is considered the official start of World War II?1.
The official start of World War II is marked by Germany’s invasion of
Poland on September 1, 1939.

Why was the Treaty of Versailles significant in causing WWII?2.
The Treaty of Versailles imposed severe penalties on Germany, causing
economic hardship and national resentment that facilitated the rise of
Adolf Hitler and aggressive nationalism.

What was the policy of appeasement, and how did it affect the start of3.
the war?
Appeasement was a policy of making concessions to Germany to avoid
conflict, exemplified by the Munich Agreement. It ultimately failed by
encouraging further German aggression.

Explain the importance of the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact.4.



This non-aggression pact between Germany and the Soviet Union allowed
Germany to invade Poland without fear of Soviet opposition and divided
Eastern Europe into spheres of influence.

Which countries declared war on Germany following the invasion of5.
Poland?
Britain and France declared war on Germany on September 3, 1939, in
response to the invasion of Poland.

What was the “Phoney War”?6.
The “Phoney War” refers to the early months of WWII after the
declarations of war when there was little active combat on the Western
Front.

How did the invasion of the Rhineland contribute to the outbreak of7.
WWII?
Germany’s remilitarization of the Rhineland in 1936 challenged the
Treaty of Versailles and demonstrated the weakness of Allied responses,
encouraging further German expansion.

Frequently Asked Questions

What event is commonly considered the beginning of
World War II?
The invasion of Poland by Nazi Germany on September 1, 1939, is commonly
considered the beginning of World War II.

Which two countries declared war on Germany
following the invasion of Poland?
Britain and France declared war on Germany following the invasion of Poland.

What was the significance of the Molotov-Ribbentrop
Pact in the beginning of WWII?
The Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact was a non-aggression treaty between Germany and
the Soviet Union that included a secret protocol to divide Eastern Europe,
enabling Germany to invade Poland without fear of Soviet intervention.



How did the Treaty of Versailles contribute to the
start of WWII?
The Treaty of Versailles imposed harsh penalties and reparations on Germany
after WWI, causing economic hardship and political instability that
facilitated the rise of Adolf Hitler and the outbreak of WWII.

What role did appeasement play in the lead-up to
WWII?
Appeasement, particularly by Britain and France, involved conceding to some
of Hitler’s demands, such as the annexation of the Sudetenland, in an attempt
to avoid war, but ultimately encouraged further aggression by Nazi Germany.

When did Britain and France officially enter World
War II?
Britain and France officially entered World War II on September 3, 1939, two
days after Germany invaded Poland.

What was the 'Phoney War' period at the start of
WWII?
The 'Phoney War' refers to the early months of WWII after Britain and France
declared war on Germany but before major military operations began in Western
Europe, resulting in a period of relative inactivity.

How did the invasion of Poland impact the balance of
power in Europe?
The invasion of Poland led to the rapid expansion of German control in Europe
and marked the collapse of peace efforts, leading to a full-scale global
conflict.

What was Blitzkrieg and how was it used in the
beginning of WWII?
Blitzkrieg, or 'lightning war,' was a military tactic used by Germany
involving fast, coordinated attacks using infantry, tanks, and air support to
quickly overwhelm enemies, as demonstrated in the invasion of Poland.

Why did the Soviet Union invade eastern Poland
shortly after Germany's invasion?
Following the secret protocol of the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact, the Soviet
Union invaded eastern Poland on September 17, 1939, to claim territory and



divide Poland between Germany and the USSR.

Additional Resources
1. The Origins of World War II: A Beginner’s Guide
This book offers a concise overview of the events leading up to World War II,
focusing on the political, economic, and social factors that ignited the
conflict. It includes summary questions at the end of each chapter to
reinforce understanding. The answer key provides detailed explanations,
making it an ideal resource for students and educators.

2. World War II: The Beginning - Summary and Analysis
Designed for beginners, this book breaks down the complex causes of World War
II into manageable sections. It includes clear summary questions after each
chapter along with a comprehensive answer key. Readers gain insight into the
early stages of the war and the global tensions involved.

3. Understanding the Start of World War II: Questions and Answers
This volume focuses specifically on the outbreak of World War II, providing
summaries and critical thinking questions. The answer key is thorough,
helping readers evaluate their knowledge and comprehension of the initial war
events. It’s a practical tool for classroom use or self-study.

4. World War II: Causes, Conflicts, and Consequences - Study Guide
A well-structured study guide that summarizes key points about the start of
WWII and offers multiple-choice and short-answer questions. The included
answer key aids in quick assessment of learning progress. This guide is
perfect for those seeking a structured approach to understanding early WWII
history.

5. Beginning of WWII: Key Events and Comprehension Questions
This book highlights the major events that triggered World War II with easy-
to-understand summaries. Each section ends with comprehension questions and
an answer key that clarifies common misconceptions. It is geared towards
middle and high school students.

6. World War II Start: Summary Questions and Answer Key for Educators
Tailored for teachers, this resource offers summaries of the war’s beginning
along with thoughtfully crafted questions to test student knowledge. The
answer key provides detailed explanations to support lesson planning and
student feedback. It enhances classroom engagement with WWII topics.

7. World War II Primer: Beginning Events and Summary Assessments
A beginner-friendly primer that outlines the start of World War II through
summaries and assessment questions. The answer key ensures learners can
verify their answers effectively. This book is useful for both self-learners
and instructors.

8. The Early Days of World War II: Summary and Q&A Workbook
This workbook presents the initial days and months of WWII in summary form



followed by relevant questions. The included answer key helps learners track
their understanding and retention of material. It is ideal for reinforcing
foundational WWII knowledge.

9. Outbreak of World War II: Essential Summaries and Answer Guide
Focusing on the outbreak and escalation of World War II, this book offers
essential summaries paired with review questions. The answer guide clarifies
key points, aiding memory and comprehension. Suitable for students beginning
their study of WWII history.
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tightly bound to the material it
conjunctions - Can I use "but" at the beginning of a sentence   For a while, using but to start a
sentence was largely frowned upon. But, I think it is possible to use but at the beginning of a
sentence, as long as it isn't overused. Am I right?
conditionals - "If" at the beginning of a sentence - English   In all your examples, the comma is
helpful but not mandatory. If at the beginning of the sentence doesn’t change that
"At the beginning of the century" or "in the beginning of the The beginning of the century is a
period of time which is short compared to the century but rather long otherwise; Some people may
use this phrase to mean the first decade or even longer. I
grammaticality - Using "And" at the beginning of a sentence   But recently, I have seen so
many prints, either in entertainment or in academia, where "And" is popularly used in the beginning
of a sentence. It seems like the author is trying
Interpreting "Begin at the beginning, the King said, very gravely,   Begin at the beginning, the
King said, very gravely, and go on till you come to the end: then stop. The "go on in till you come to
the end" seems to suggest hard work and
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