become an art teacher

become an art teacher is a rewarding career path that combines a passion for
creativity with the opportunity to inspire and educate others. Teaching art
involves more than simply instructing students on drawing or painting
techniques; it requires a deep understanding of various artistic mediums,
educational strategies, and the ability to foster a supportive learning
environment. Aspiring art teachers must navigate educational requirements,
certification processes, and develop strong pedagogical skills to succeed in
this profession. This article explores the essential steps to become an art
teacher, including educational pathways, certification, skill development,
and career opportunities. Additionally, it highlights the benefits and
challenges of teaching art in different educational settings. By
understanding these key aspects, individuals can prepare effectively to
embark on a fulfilling career in art education.
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Educational Requirements to Become an Art
Teacher

To become an art teacher, obtaining the proper educational background is
crucial. This typically begins with earning a bachelor’s degree in art
education or a related field. Many institutions offer specialized programs
that combine art courses with educational theory and practice, preparing
students to teach art effectively at various grade levels. Coursework often
includes art history, studio art, curriculum design, and child psychology.
Some aspiring teachers may also pursue degrees in fine arts followed by
teacher preparation programs to meet certification requirements.
Understanding the educational prerequisites lays the foundation for a
successful career in art education.



Bachelor’s Degree in Art Education

A bachelor’s degree in art education is the most common and direct route to
become an art teacher. These programs blend artistic skill development with
pedagogical training, allowing students to learn how to create lesson plans,
assess student work, and manage classrooms. Students engage in both
theoretical studies and practical teaching experiences through student
teaching internships. This degree ensures that candidates are well-prepared
to meet the demands of teaching art at elementary, middle, or high school
levels.

Alternative Educational Pathways

For individuals who already hold a degree in a different field, alternative
pathways are available to become an art teacher. Post-baccalaureate programs
and teacher certification programs can provide the necessary educational
background and teaching credentials. These options allow career changers or
those with artistic degrees to gain the pedagogical knowledge and
certification required to teach art in public or private schools.

Certification and Licensing for Art Teachers

Certification is a fundamental step to become an art teacher in public
schools across the United States. Licensing requirements vary by state but
generally include completing an accredited teacher preparation program,
passing relevant exams, and undergoing background checks. Private schools may
have different or less stringent certification requirements, but obtaining
state certification increases employment opportunities and professional
credibility.

Teacher Preparation Programs

Teacher preparation programs integrate classroom instruction with practical
teaching experiences. These programs are designed to equip future art
teachers with classroom management skills, instructional techniques, and
knowledge of educational standards. Many programs require students to
complete student teaching assignments under the supervision of experienced
educators, providing hands-on experience essential for certification.

Certification Exams

Prospective art teachers must pass state-specific certification exams that
assess both general teaching skills and subject-area expertise in art. These
exams typically cover pedagogy, teaching methods, and art content knowledge.
Successfully passing these tests is necessary to become a licensed art
teacher authorized to instruct in public schools.



Essential Skills and Qualities of an Effective
Art Teacher

Becoming an art teacher requires a diverse set of skills beyond artistic
talent. Effective art educators must possess strong communication abilities,
creativity, patience, and a passion for teaching. They should also be adept
at fostering an inclusive classroom environment where students feel
encouraged to express themselves through art.

Artistic and Technical Skills

An art teacher must be proficient in various artistic techniques and mediums,
including drawing, painting, sculpture, digital art, and design principles.
This expertise allows teachers to provide comprehensive instruction and
inspire students to explore different forms of artistic expression.

Instructional and Classroom Management Skills

Successful art teachers develop clear lesson plans that align with
educational standards and meet diverse student needs. Classroom management
skills are essential to maintain a productive learning environment where
students can focus on creative activities. The ability to assess student
progress and provide constructive feedback also plays a critical role in
student development.

Interpersonal and Motivational Qualities

Patience, empathy, and enthusiasm are vital qualities for art teachers.
Encouraging students to overcome creative challenges and build confidence
requires motivational skills. Moreover, fostering a supportive and inclusive
atmosphere helps students of all backgrounds feel valued and inspired to
pursue their artistic interests.

Career Opportunities and Work Environments for
Art Teachers

Art teachers can find career opportunities in a variety of educational
settings, including public and private schools, community centers, museums,
and higher education institutions. Each environment offers unique experiences
and challenges, allowing educators to tailor their careers to their interests
and expertise.



Public and Private Schools

The majority of art teachers work in K-12 public and private schools,
teaching students ranging from elementary to high school levels. Public
school positions typically require state certification, while private schools
may have more flexible hiring criteria. Art teachers in schools often
participate in extracurricular activities such as art clubs and exhibitions.

Community and Cultural Organizations

Community centers, museums, and cultural organizations also employ art
educators to conduct workshops, classes, and outreach programs. These roles
may focus on adult education, special interest groups, or community
engagement projects, providing art teachers with opportunities to work
outside traditional school settings.

Higher Education and Specialized Institutions

Experienced art teachers with advanced degrees may pursue careers in
colleges, universities, or specialized art schools. These positions involve
teaching art theory, studio practice, and art education methods to future
educators and advanced students. Higher education roles often include
responsibilities in research and curriculum development.

Challenges and Rewards of Being an Art Teacher

While becoming an art teacher offers many rewards, the profession also
presents specific challenges. Understanding these can help prospective
educators prepare for the realities of the job and develop strategies for
success.

Challenges in Art Education

Art teachers often face limited budgets for supplies and resources, which can
restrict the scope of creative projects. Additionally, balancing standardized
curriculum requirements with creative freedom can be difficult. Managing
diverse student abilities and maintaining engagement requires adaptability
and innovative teaching methods.

Rewards and Impact

Despite challenges, art teachers experience significant rewards by inspiring
creativity and critical thinking in their students. They contribute to
students’ personal growth and confidence while fostering a lifelong



appreciation for the arts. The opportunity to influence young minds and
nurture artistic talent is a compelling aspect of this career.

Continuing Education and Professional
Development

To maintain certification and stay current with educational trends, art
teachers engage in ongoing professional development. Lifelong learning
enhances teaching effectiveness and opens doors to career advancement.

Workshops and Conferences

Attending art education workshops and conferences allows teachers to learn
new techniques, share best practices, and network with peers. These events
often cover emerging technologies, innovative curriculum designs, and
strategies for inclusive education.

Advanced Degrees and Certifications

Pursuing master’s degrees or additional certifications in art education or
related fields can enhance an art teacher’s qualifications. Advanced
education provides opportunities for specialization, leadership roles, and
higher salaries within the education sector.

Online Courses and Resources

Online platforms offer flexible professional development options, including
courses on digital art tools, classroom management, and curriculum
development. Utilizing these resources helps art teachers adapt to changing
educational environments and student needs.

Frequently Asked Questions

What qualifications do I need to become an art
teacher?

To become an art teacher, you typically need a bachelor's degree in art
education or a related field, along with a teaching certification or license
specific to your region or country.



How can I gain teaching experience as an aspiring
art teacher?

You can gain teaching experience through student teaching internships during
your degree program, volunteering to teach art classes or workshops, or
working as a teaching assistant in schools or community centers.

What skills are important for a successful art
teacher?

Important skills include strong artistic ability, creativity, communication,
patience, classroom management, and the ability to inspire and motivate
students of various skill levels.

Are there alternative pathways to become an art
teacher without a traditional education degree?

Yes, some regions offer alternative certification programs or allow
professionals with a strong art background to become teachers through exams
and additional training, but requirements vary by location.

How can technology be integrated into art teaching?

Technology can be integrated by using digital art tools, online portfolios,
virtual museum tours, art apps, and multimedia presentations to enhance
student engagement and creativity.

What challenges do art teachers commonly face and
how can they overcome them?

Common challenges include limited funding for art supplies, varying student
skill levels, and balancing curriculum standards with creativity. Overcoming
these involves resourcefulness, adapting lesson plans, and advocating for
arts education.

What career advancement opportunities are available
for art teachers?

Art teachers can advance by becoming lead art instructors, curriculum
coordinators, department heads, pursuing graduate degrees for specialized
roles, or transitioning into arts administration or education consulting.

Additional Resources

1. Teaching Art with Passion: Inspiring Creativity in the Classroom
This book offers practical strategies and lesson plans for art educators



looking to ignite creativity and enthusiasm in their students. It covers
various teaching styles, classroom management techniques, and ways to
integrate art history and theory into hands-on projects. Ideal for both new
and experienced art teachers, it emphasizes fostering a supportive and
inspiring learning environment.

2. The Art Teacher’s Survival Guide for Elementary and Middle Schools

A comprehensive resource tailored specifically for art teachers working with
younger students, this guide addresses common challenges such as limited
budgets, classroom management, and adapting lessons for different skill
levels. It includes ready-to-use lesson plans, assessment ideas, and tips for
engaging parents and administrators. The book is praised for its practical
advice and encouraging tone.

3. Studio Thinking 2: The Real Benefits of Visual Arts Education

This influential book explores the cognitive and social benefits of art
education, providing a research-based framework for teaching art effectively.
It encourages teachers to develop students' critical thinking, creativity,
and problem-solving skills through studio practice. Art educators will find
valuable insights for curriculum development and assessment.

4. Art Teacher’s Handbook: A Practical Guide

Designed as a quick reference for art educators, this handbook covers
essential topics such as lesson planning, art materials, safety protocols,
and student assessment. It offers clear, concise advice and practical tips to
help teachers manage their classrooms efficiently. The book is suitable for
teachers at all levels seeking a straightforward guide to everyday teaching
challenges.

5. Creative Schools: The Grassroots Revolution That’s Transforming Education
While not exclusively about art teaching, this book highlights the importance
of creativity and arts education in transforming schools. It shares inspiring
stories of educators and communities who have successfully integrated arts
into their curricula to improve student engagement and learning outcomes. Art
teachers can draw motivation and ideas for advocating the value of their
discipline.

6. Art Assessment in the Classroom: A Guide for Teachers

Assessment in art education can be challenging, and this book provides
strategies to evaluate student work meaningfully and fairly. It discusses
various assessment models, including formative and summative approaches, and
offers rubrics and examples tailored for visual arts. Teachers will learn how
to balance technical skills and creative expression in their evaluations.

7. Teaching Visual Culture: Curriculum, Aesthetics, and the Social Life of
Art

This book expands the traditional scope of art education by incorporating
visual culture studies into teaching practices. It encourages art teachers to
engage students with contemporary visual media, cultural contexts, and
critical perspectives. The text provides theoretical foundations alongside
practical classroom applications to enrich student learning.



8. Art Teacher’s Guide to Classroom Management

Focused specifically on managing an art classroom, this guide addresses
challenges like maintaining order during messy projects and fostering
respectful peer interactions. It offers strategies for organizing materials,
setting clear expectations, and creating a positive classroom climate. Ideal
for teachers aiming to create a productive and enjoyable learning space.

9. Becoming an Art Teacher: Developing Your Craft and Career

This book serves as a roadmap for aspiring and early-career art teachers,
covering topics such as certification, professional development, and building
a personal teaching philosophy. It includes advice on lesson planning,
student engagement, and navigating the educational system. Readers will find
inspiration and practical guidance to grow both as educators and artists.
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become an art teacher: The Art Teacher's Guide to Exploring Art and Design in the
Community Ilona Szekely, 2021-09-09 How can community art build connection in diverse
communities? Where is the art in contemporary libraries? How do you bring subway art into the
classroom? Drawing on an abundance of examples from Finland, Italy, New Zealand, Spain and the
USA, including the NYC 2nd Ave Subway, the Detroit's Heidelberg Project, the Favel Painting
Foundation and bicycle rack sculpture, Szekely inspires readers to look beyond the classroom walls
to develop meaningful art experiences for students. She shows the myriad art forms, media
expressions, and design professions that have the influence and potential to shape the local
environment, reaching far beyond the traditional museum and gallery venue. Underpinned by a clear
philosophical foundation, the field-tested approaches show readers how to go beyond the study of
reproductions or dwelling on of the masters who are framed in art museums, instead having
meaningful art experiences using everyday objects and diverse collective experiences. She also
shows that innovative and exciting art lessons don't need large amounts of funding, transportation
or even a museum within the local community. Each chapter includes photographs, talking points
and key lesson ideas along with links to further resources.

become an art teacher: The Art Teacher's Survival Guide for Secondary Schools Helen D.
Hume, 2014-02-21 An invaluable compendium of 75 creative art projects for art educators and
classroom teachers This authoritative, practical, and comprehensive guide offers everything
teachers need to know to conduct an effective arts instruction and appreciation program. It meets
secondary art teacher's unique needs for creating art lessons that cover everything from the
fundamentals to digital media careers for aspiring artists. The book includes ten chapters that
provide detailed instructions for both teachers and students, along with creative lesson plans and
practical tools such as reproducible handouts, illustrations, and photographs. Includes 75 fun and
creative art projects Fully updated to reflect the latest changes in secondary art instruction,
including digital media and digital photography Heavily illustrated with photographs and drawings
For art teachers, secondary classroom teachers, and homeschoolers, this is the ideal hands-on guide
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to art instruction for middle school and high school students.

become an art teacher: The Art Teacher's Book of Lists Helen D. Hume, 2010-11-09 A
revised and updated edition of the best-selling resource for art teachers This time-tested book is
written for teachers who need accurate and updated information about the world of art, artists, and
art movements, including the arts of Africa, Asia, Native America and other diverse cultures. The
book is filled with tools, resources, and ideas for creating art in multiple media. Written by an
experienced artist and art instructor, the book is filled with vital facts, data, readings, and other
references, Each of the book's lists has been updated and the includes some 100 new lists Contains
new information on contemporary artists, artwork, art movements, museum holdings, art websites,
and more Offers ideas for dynamic art projects and lessons Diverse in its content, the book covers
topics such as architecture, drawing, painting, graphic arts, photography, digital arts, and much
more.

become an art teacher: Art Teaching George Szekely, Julie Alsip Bucknam, 2013-06-17 This
comprehensive, up-to-date art methods text presents fundamental theories, principles, creative
approaches, and resources for art teaching in elementary through middle school.

become an art teacher: The Art Teacher's Survival Guide for Elementary and Middle Schools
Helen D. Hume, Marilyn Palmer, 2020-10-13 The perennial bestseller—now in a new edition
Authoritative and practical, this comprehensive guide offers everything a teacher needs to know for
conducting an effective art instruction and appreciation program. The Third Edition of The Art
Teacher's Survival Guide for Elementary and Middle Schools includes a complete update on
public-relations guidelines, and reference material examples. The revised edition also features many
new projects, an update on current projects and includes an explanation of the hot topic amongst art
educators, Teaching Artistic Behavior (TAB/choice). Choice-based art education is reflected in the
authors’ discussion of teaching in mixed-media, ceramics, photography, sculpture, and art history.
More than 100 creative art projects, from drawing to digital media Offers teaching tools, tips, and
multicultural curriculum resources Includes new material on logical ways to encourage individual
and personal solutions to a problem Gives teachers more latitude as to how individuality is
suggested in a lesson This is an invaluable compendium for art educators and classroom teachers
alike.

become an art teacher: How to Become an Art Teacher Tomas Beaujean, Idris Sevenans,
Antwerp Artist Run School, 2019

become an art teacher: Cultivating the Arts in Education and Therapy Malcolm Ross,
2012-04-27 The constituency for education and therapy in the arts is rapidly expanding beyond the
conventional school and clinical settings to include the wider community. In Cultivating the Arts in
Education and Therapy, Malcolm Ross integrates traditional Chinese Five Element Theory, also
known as The Five Phases of Change, with contemporary Western psychological and cultural
studies, to form a new Syncretic Model of creative artistic practice. The Syncretic Model is explored
and validated through an analysis of interviews with practising, successful artists, and in a
comprehensive review of the latest neuro-scientific research into human consciousness and emotion.
The book addresses the well-documented difficulties experienced by arts teachers and therapists
intervening in, supporting and evaluating the creative development of individual students and
clients. This groundbreaking text repositions the arts as central to the effective initiation and
management of change in contemporary society. Besides being of wide general interest, it will have
particular relevance for practising and trainee arts teachers, arts therapists and community artists.
With the demand for their services growing and pressure to demonstrate effectiveness mounting,
the arts community is looking to build bridges between the different arts, and between arts
education and therapy across national boundaries. This book offers a fresh, coherent, and
challenging framework for a revitalized reflective practice from an experienced authority in the
field.

become an art teacher: Authentic Secondary Art Assessment Cathy Smilan, Richard
Siegesmund, 2023-09-11 Offering a contemporary overview of how visual art teachers assess



learning in their classrooms, this book provides an outline of the role of assessment in reporting not
only student achievement but also how student assessment ties to the intrinsic and external
assessments of teacher performance. Compiled using stories from the classrooms of 19 visual art
high school teachers who share their approaches to benchmarking student success, the text
encourages teachers to consider assessment both for guiding their students to achieve artistic goals
and for re-envisioning their own curriculum and instruction. The featured assessment snapshots fall
along four strands: Visual Narratives and Visual Literacy; Capturing Empathic Understandings and
Social Engagement; Measuring Risk-taking and Ingenuity; and Assessing Collaborative and
Integrated Learning Outcomes. Across these sections, teacher contributors offer different
perspectives for student assessment, capturing a snapshot of the work of skilled practitioners and
focusing on various aspects of what can be evidenced and analyzed through formative and
summative evaluation. The voices of university level art educators are also included to expand the
range of context from curriculum and instruction content that is covered in pre-service art methods
courses. All sections also conclude with a summary, questions, and discussion points. Including
diverse teacher voices as well as presenting assessment perspectives with an eye to the National
Core Art Standards (NCAS), this book is ideal for pre-service and in-service secondary art educators,
as well as for use in art education teacher certification courses that focus on secondary methods,
and art education graduate classes in assessment.

become an art teacher: Facing Challenges and Complexities in Retention of Novice Teachers
Denise McDonald, 2018-11-01 The chapters in the book present in-depth examination of novice
teachers’ experiences in Houston area schools during their first-through-third year of teaching.
Their professional challenges and the unique conditions in which they must navigate their
developing and sometimes fragile teacher identity are comprehensively explored.

become an art teacher: A Circle of Empowerment Rita L. Irwin, 1995-07-01 A Circle of
Empowerment describes two studies. The first is a single case study which interprets the practical
knowledge of an exemplary fine arts supervisor. An analysis of ethnographic data portrays the
supervisor's practical knowledge as constructed around a dialectical orientation between two
constructs or landscapes of imagery: the empowerment and power of teachers, and bureaucratic
power and control of administration The second and extended study describes the supervisor's
influence on the practical knowledge of the consultants and specialists with whom she worked.
Through in-depth interviews with five women, it became apparent that feminist principles were
emerging. The supervisor's transformational and charismatic leadership style was characterized
through four dimensions: visionary qualities, communicating a vision, creating trust and
commitment, and empowering others. These dimensions propelled the supervisor's commitment to
teach leadership through mentoring. The results of these studies suggest that consultants and
supervisors develop a unique form of practical knowledge geared to the political context of
curriculum reform, and the practical knowledge of consultants and supervisors may influence the
practical knowledge of teachers, specialists, and consultants. The studies suggest reconstructing
leadership in favor of a role that is dedicated to commitment, caring, and collaboration within the
circle of empowerment.

become an art teacher: The Art Museum as Educator Council on Museums and Education in
the Visual Arts, Barbara Y. Newsom, Adele Z. Silver, 1978

become an art teacher: Field Hearings on the Reauthorization of the National Foundation for
the Arts and the Humanities Act and the Museum Services Act United States. Congress. House.
Committee on Education and Labor, 1980

become an art teacher: Field Hearings on the Reauthorization of the National
Foundation for the Arts and the Humanities Act and the Museum Services Act United States.
Congress. House. Committee on Education and Labor. Subcommittee on Postsecondary Education,
1980

become an art teacher: Art Education National Art Education Association, 1972

become an art teacher: What Really Works in Elementary Education Wendy W. Murawski,



Kathy Lynn Scott, 2015-02-18 Research-Based Practical Strategies for Every Teacher In an age of
information overload, do you ever wish you could find one resource that would allow you to quickly
gain insight into a variety of cutting-edge practices in elementary education? You're holding it at
your fingertips. What Really Works in Elementary Education compiles the advice of experts who not
only understand the research behind certain educational practices, but also have experience
working in elementary classrooms. Each user-friendly chapter, focused on a topic vital to elementary
educators, presents information in a straightforward way to help you learn what works - and what
does not work - with students today. Whether you're a new educator, or just seeking to build new
skills, you'll benefit from Insight into a handful of innovative topics in instruction; including using
technology, UDL, co-teaching, and assessment Novel approaches to classroom management and
strategies to engage students Chapters focused on effective methods for teaching within content
areas Practical tips for reaching all learners; including ELLs, students with autism, and gifted
students Useful reproducibles and resources for every topic area Never before has so much valuable
information been presented so simply and effectively in one resource. Are you ready to focus on
what works best?
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become an art teacher: Career Opportunities in the Visual Arts Richard P. Clark, Pamela
Fehl, 2010-04-21 Presents opportunities for employment in the field of visual arts listing more than
sixty-five job descriptions, salary ranges, education and training requirements, and more.

become an art teacher: The Girls' School Year Book , 1916
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