
beach read book club questions

beach read book club questions are essential tools for engaging readers and stimulating
meaningful discussions in any book club setting, especially when the chosen book fits the light,
entertaining, and often romantic genre typical of a beach read. These questions help guide
conversations, deepen understanding, and encourage participants to share diverse perspectives on
the plot, characters, themes, and writing style. This article explores a range of effective beach read
book club questions designed to enhance group discussions, whether the book involves romance,
humor, or uplifting narratives. Additionally, it covers strategies for crafting your own questions and
tips for moderating an engaging book club meeting. By incorporating these questions and
techniques, book clubs can foster lively, insightful conversations that enrich the reading experience
for all members.

Types of Beach Read Book Club Questions

Character-Focused Questions

Plot and Theme Analysis Questions

Questions to Encourage Personal Connection

Crafting Your Own Beach Read Book Club Questions

Tips for Facilitating Engaging Book Club Discussions

Types of Beach Read Book Club Questions
Beach read book club questions vary widely depending on the book's genre, tone, and themes.
Generally, these questions can be categorized into several types, each serving a distinct purpose in
the discussion. Understanding these categories helps book club leaders select or formulate
questions that stimulate conversation and ensure a balanced exploration of the book.

Open-Ended Questions
Open-ended questions invite readers to express their interpretations and opinions without a simple
yes or no answer. These questions often prompt deeper analysis and encourage members to reflect
on the book’s emotional impact or thematic elements. They are especially effective for beach reads
that combine lighthearted plots with underlying meaningful messages.

Analytical Questions
Analytical questions focus on examining specific aspects of the book such as character development,



narrative structure, or the author’s writing style. These questions help readers critically evaluate the
book and understand how various elements contribute to the overall story.

Comparative Questions
Comparative questions encourage members to draw parallels between the beach read and other
books, genres, or real-life experiences. This type of question broadens the discussion and can
highlight the uniqueness or common tropes of the beach read genre.

Character-Focused Questions
Characters are central to any beach read, often driving the plot through their relationships,
decisions, and growth. Character-focused questions help book club members analyze motivations,
personality traits, and transformations that occur throughout the story.

Examining Protagonists and Antagonists
Understanding the main characters is crucial for appreciating the book’s emotional core. Questions
might explore the protagonist’s goals, conflicts, and evolution, as well as the antagonist’s role in
challenging or complementing the protagonist.

Supporting Characters’ Impact
Supporting characters often add depth and humor to beach reads. Discussing their roles can reveal
how they influence the main characters and contribute to the story’s charm or tension.

What motivates the main character’s actions throughout the story?

How do the relationships between characters evolve, and what triggers these changes?

Which supporting character added the most to the story, and why?

Are there any characters who felt underdeveloped or unnecessary?

Plot and Theme Analysis Questions
Delving into the plot and themes of a beach read provides a deeper appreciation of the story’s
structure and messages. These questions encourage members to consider the author’s intent and
the broader significance of the narrative.



Plot Development and Pacing
Beach reads typically feature engaging, fast-paced plots. Questions in this area assess how
effectively the story maintains interest and whether plot twists or resolutions are satisfying and
believable.

Exploring Themes and Messages
Though often light in tone, beach reads can address themes such as love, friendship, personal
growth, and resilience. Discussing these themes can reveal layers of meaning beneath the surface
entertainment.

What are the central conflicts in the story, and how are they resolved?

Did the pacing keep you engaged, or were there slow parts?

Which themes stood out most, and how were they developed?

How does the setting influence the mood or themes of the book?

Questions to Encourage Personal Connection
One of the strengths of a beach read is its accessibility and relatability. Questions that invite
personal reflection help members connect their own experiences or feelings with the story,
enhancing engagement.

Relating to Characters and Situations
Encouraging readers to find common ground with characters or plot points fosters empathy and a
more vibrant discussion.

Impact on Readers’ Perspectives
These questions explore how the book may have altered or reinforced members' views on
relationships, life challenges, or other relevant topics.

Did any character or situation remind you of your own experiences?

How did the book make you feel, and why?

Has this book changed your perspective on any particular issue?



Would you recommend this book to others for its themes or tone?

Crafting Your Own Beach Read Book Club Questions
Creating tailored questions can enhance discussion by focusing on elements most relevant or
intriguing to the specific group and book. This section outlines effective strategies for developing
custom questions that align with the book’s unique qualities.

Identifying Key Elements
Begin by pinpointing notable characters, plot points, themes, or stylistic features that stand out.
These can form the basis for targeted questions that invite analysis or personal reflection.

Balancing Question Types
To maintain an engaging discussion, mix open-ended, analytical, and personal connection questions.
This balance encourages participation from members with varying discussion styles.

Sample Questions for Customization
Use adaptable templates such as:

What did you think about [character]’s decision to…?

How does the author use [setting/scene] to enhance the story’s mood?

Which moment in the book resonated most with you, and why?

How does this book compare to other beach reads you have enjoyed?

Tips for Facilitating Engaging Book Club Discussions
Effective moderation is key to a successful book club meeting. This section offers practical advice for
guiding conversations around beach read book club questions to maximize participation and insight.

Encouraging Inclusive Participation
Create an environment where all members feel comfortable sharing by asking follow-up questions
and inviting quieter members to contribute.



Keeping the Discussion Focused
Steer conversations back to the book and related questions when discussions drift. This ensures
productive and relevant dialogue.

Using Questions as Conversation Starters
Introduce questions gradually and allow space for organic discussion. Avoid rapid-fire questioning,
which can stifle thoughtful responses.

Prepare questions in advance but remain flexible during discussions.

Summarize key points occasionally to reinforce understanding.

Encourage members to share different perspectives respectfully.

Frequently Asked Questions

What characteristics make a book ideal for a beach read book
club?
An ideal beach read is typically light, engaging, and easy to follow with a compelling plot, relatable
characters, and often a touch of romance or humor to keep readers entertained in a relaxed setting.

How can beach read book club questions enhance the group
discussion?
Beach read book club questions can guide conversations, encourage deeper thinking about themes
and characters, and help members connect personally with the story, making discussions more
engaging and meaningful.

What are some common themes explored in beach read books?
Common themes include romance, friendship, self-discovery, overcoming personal challenges,
summer adventures, and escapism, often set in picturesque or coastal locations.

How should book club questions be tailored for a beach read
book?
Questions should be light yet thought-provoking, focusing on character motivations, plot twists,
emotional impact, and how the setting enhances the story, while keeping the tone fun and
accessible.



Can you suggest a sample question for a beach read book club
discussion?
Sure! For example: 'Which character did you relate to the most, and how did their journey resonate
with your own experiences?'

How do beach read book club questions differ from those for
more serious literary novels?
Beach read questions tend to be more focused on enjoyment, character fun, and plot engagement
rather than deep literary analysis or complex themes, making them accessible and enjoyable for a
casual reading group.

What role does setting play in beach read book club
discussions?
Setting often acts as a character itself in beach reads, influencing the mood and actions; discussing
how the coastal or summer setting impacts the story can enrich the reading experience.

How can a book club incorporate diverse perspectives when
discussing a beach read?
Encourage members to share personal connections, cultural insights, and differing viewpoints on
characters and themes, fostering an inclusive environment that broadens the understanding of the
book beyond its surface.

Additional Resources
1. The Beach Read by Emily Henry
This contemporary romance novel follows two writers with opposite styles who challenge each other
to write in the other's genre. Set over a summer in neighboring beach houses, the story explores
themes of grief, creativity, and love. It's a perfect book club pick for discussing character
development and emotional growth.

2. Beach Read Book Club Questions: A Guide to Thoughtful Discussion
This companion guide offers a comprehensive set of questions designed to spark meaningful
conversations about popular beach reads. It helps book clubs dive deeper into themes, character
motivations, and plot twists. Ideal for those who want to enrich their reading experience with
insightful dialogue.

3. Summer Sisters by Judy Blume
A multi-generational story about friendship, love, and secrets shared between two girls who spend
every summer together on Martha’s Vineyard. The novel explores complex relationships and
personal growth over many years. Perfect for book clubs interested in discussing family dynamics
and the passage of time.

4. Big Little Lies by Liane Moriarty



Set in a coastal Australian town, this novel combines humor, mystery, and domestic drama. It delves
into the lives of three women entangled in secrets and lies that culminate in a shocking event. Great
for discussions around trust, parenting, and the facades people maintain.

5. The Light Between Oceans by M.L. Stedman
This historical novel centers on a lighthouse keeper and his wife who make a devastating decision
after finding a baby adrift at sea. Set on a remote Australian island, it raises questions about
morality, love, and loss. Book clubs will appreciate the ethical dilemmas and emotional depth
presented.

6. Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens
A blend of mystery, romance, and nature writing, this novel follows the life of Kya, the "Marsh Girl,"
who grows up isolated in the North Carolina marshlands. The book explores themes of loneliness,
resilience, and the impact of environment on identity. It’s ideal for discussing character isolation and
societal judgment.

7. Crazy Rich Asians by Kevin Kwan
A glamorous and humorous look into the lives of wealthy families in Singapore, this novel offers
cultural insights alongside romantic entanglements. The story highlights class differences, family
expectations, and modern love. Book clubs can engage with topics like cultural identity and social
status.

8. The Unhoneymooners by Christina Lauren
This romantic comedy features two sworn enemies who end up on a free honeymoon vacation
together after the entire wedding party falls ill. The story is full of witty banter and unexpected
romance, making it a light and enjoyable read for beach clubs. It’s great for discussing chemistry
and character transformation.

9. Edenbrooke by Julianne Donaldson
A Regency-era romance that transports readers to the English countryside, focusing on a young
woman’s adventures and romantic entanglements during a summer at Edenbrooke estate. The novel
combines charm, wit, and heartfelt moments. Perfect for book clubs interested in historical romance
and character journeys.
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Augustus Everett is an acclaimed author of literary fiction. January Andrews writes bestselling
romance. When she pens a Happily Ever After, he kills off his entire cast. They’re polar opposites. In
fact, the only thing they have in common is that for the next three months they’re living in
neighboring beach houses, broke and bogged down with writer’s block. Then one hazy evening, one
thing leads to another and they strike a deal designed to force them out of their creative ruts:
Augustus will spend the summer writing something happy, and January will pen the next Great
American Novel. She’ll take him on field trips worthy of any rom-com montage, and he’ll take her to
interview surviving members of a backwoods death cult (obviously). Everyone will finish a book and
no one will fall in love. Really. “A tender, thoughtful, and very funny book…it’s not only convincing
but infectious.”—The New York Times Book Review
  beach read book club questions: Reading Oprah Cecilia Konchar Farr, 2005-01-01 An
analysis of how Oprah's Book Club has changed America's reading habits.
  beach read book club questions: Supporting Reading in Grades 6–12 Sybil M. Farwell,
Nancy L. Teger, 2012-06-11 This book presents a curricular framework for students grades 6–12
that school librarians and teachers can use collaboratively to enhance reading skill development,
promote literature appreciation, and motivate young people to incorporate reading into their lives,
beyond the required schoolwork. Supporting Reading Grades 6–12: A Guideaddresses head-on the
disturbing trend of declining leisure reading among students and demonstrates how school
librarians can contribute to the development of lifelong reading habits as well as improve students'
motivation and test scores. The book provides a comprehensive framework for achieving this: the
READS curriculum, which stands for Read as a personal activity; Explore characteristics, history,
and awards of creative works; Analyze structure and aesthetic features of creative works; Develop a
literary-based product; and Score reading progress. Each of these five components is explained
thoroughly, describing how school librarians can encourage students to read as individuals, in
groups, and as school communities; support classroom teachers' instruction; and connect students to
today's constantly evolving technologies. Used in combination with an inquiry/information-skills
model, the READS curriculum enables school librarians to deliver a dynamic, balanced library
program that addresses AASL's Standards for the 21st-Century Learner.
  beach read book club questions: 50 Hands-On Advanced Literacy Strategies for Young
Learners, PreK-Grade 2 Allison Bemiss, 2022-08-30 50 Hands-On Advanced Literacy Strategies for
Young Learners, PreK–Grade 2 is your go-to resource for lessons, strategies, and activities to foster
the key skills and thinking strategies needed to excel in literacy. The hands-on, minds-on literacy
explorations in this book are designed to feel a lot like play, but are rooted in the foundational
literacy practices that all young learners need. Packed with engaging and helpful reproducibles,
each activity is thoughtfully laid out with skill(s), materials, introduction, hands-on task, and
reflection sections to maximize student learning. Instructions on how to scaffold experiences for a
wider range of ages and developmental readiness levels make this resource imminently flexible.
Ideal for learners in grades PreK–2, this book is for teachers, curriculum coaches, parents,
librarians, and community educators looking to work on target literacy skills.
  beach read book club questions: Race Day Read-Along eBook Rosa Nam, 2024-09-04 In this
picture book, a thoughtful cloud tries to keep the skies clear on race day. Can he convince his
rain-cloud friends to stay away? Early readers can follow the fun story and whimsical illustrations as
they learn about weather. With pre-reading questions, this fiction book is ideal for guided reading
and builds early literacy skills.
  beach read book club questions: Imagining Shakespeare's Wife Katherine West Scheil,
2018-06-28 What has been the appeal of Anne Hathaway, both globally and temporally, over the past
four hundred years? Why does she continue to be reinterpreted and reshaped? Imagining
Shakespeare's Wife examines representations of Hathaway, from the earliest depictions and details
in the eighteenth century, to contemporary portrayals in theatre, biographies and novels. Residing in
the nexus between Shakespeare's life and works, Hathaway has been constructed to explain the
women in the plays but also composed from the material in the plays. Presenting the very first



cultural history of Hathaway, Katherine Scheil offers a richly original study that uncovers how the
material circumstances of history affect the later reconstruction of lives.
  beach read book club questions: Surfer Girl Read-Along eBook Monika Davies, 2024-09-04
Heng is learning how to surf, but is getting discouraged by how hard it is. Will a new friend help her
learn how to ride the waves? Introduce the concepts of waves and ocean currents to early readers
with this beautifully illustrated picture book. With pre-reading questions, this fiction book is ideal for
guided reading and builds early literacy skills.
  beach read book club questions: The Change Agent Hernan Murdock, 2023-11-01 John
Taylor has been hired to transform the underperforming internal audit unit at InSports. The auditors
are not reviewing what the audit committee and executive leadership consider essential for the
organization’s success, their methodology is subpar, and their relationships with their clients are
strained. The audit committee has been patient, but not anymore. Their mandate is clear: make clear
improvements in one year or the function will be outsourced. This is the story of a visionary leader
who needs a strategy to transform processes and deliver better results for stakeholders at all levels
within the organization. The audit committee, all levels of management, and employees expect more
from internal audit. Now, John must lead the group through 12 challenging months as they focus on
what matters most when performing audit and advisory services. They must communicate results
faster and better, leverage existing quality control and data analytics techniques, and, with every
encounter, help the organization address strategic, operational, compliance, and financial risks.
With similarities to The Goal and The Phoenix Project and leveraging Kotter’s 8-Step Process for
Leading Change, follow John and the internal audit team from Boston to New York, San Francisco,
London, and Buenos Aires, as they address almost insurmountable challenges in their transformation
journey.
  beach read book club questions: Reading Women Nanci Milone Hill, 2012-03-07 An
indispensable guide for anyone who runs or participates in a book group, this title provides the
structure and fun facts needed to examine the genre of women's fiction. Women's fiction covers
numerous topics of importance in the lives of women—friendship, love, personal growth, and familial
relationships. For this reason, the genre is a hotbed of engaging subjects for book group discussions.
Reading Women: A Book Club Guide for Women's Fiction brings together information on over 100
women's fiction titles, providing everything a book group needs to encourage focused, stimulating
meetings. Reading Women marshals information that has been, up to this point, either nonexistent
or scattered in book club guides. Readers will learn the difference between women's fiction,
romance, and chick lit, as well as why these genres provide a rich trove of discussion topics for book
groups. Specific entries cover titles from all three genres, offering an author biography, a book
summary, bibliographic material, discussion questions, and read-alike information for each book. An
additional 50 titles suitable for book group discussions are listed with brief summaries.
  beach read book club questions: Beach Reads and Deadly Deeds Allison Brennan,
2025-06-17 The literary escape I didn't know I needed—a luxurious private resort, a steamy
romance, and a captivating cast of sleuths and suspects . . . Allison Brennan has crafted the perfect
summer read. —Elle Cosimano, New York Times bestselling author of the Finlay Donovan mysteries
Featured on Katie Couric Media's 10 Books to Read Once You’ve Finished Watching 'The White
Lotus'! In this sun-dappled mystery from New York Times bestselling author Allison Brennan, a
risk-averse bibliophile gets in over her head when strange notes in a book draw her into a real-life
investigation. Mia Crawford is responsible to a fault. She has to be. Between her high-demand job
and taking care of her grandmother and her cats, she has little time for anything else. What time she
does have, she pours into reading. Mysteries, romances, thrillers…books filled with women who are
far more impulsive than she would ever dream of being. Now, forced into taking a long-overdue
vacation, she finds herself on a luxurious private island where she just might have a chance to
reinvent herself—for a little while, anyway. She can explore the island. Flirt shamelessly with a cute
bartender. Have a vacation fling. Live like a heroine in one of her favorite novels. Or she can curl up
with a good book on the beach. Turns out reinventing yourself is easier planned than done. But when



gossipy notes written in the margins of an old book turn out to be clues to the disappearance of
another guest, Mia finds herself diving headfirst into a dangerous adventure. With everyone at the
resort hiding secrets of their own, she’ll have to solve this real-life mystery before she becomes the
next target.
  beach read book club questions: The Reading Group Insider The eBook Insider, 2011-10-04
The Reading Group Insider is a valuable resource for everything you need to know about reading
groups. If you are looking for ideas to enhance your current group's experiences, interested in
joining a reading group, or starting one of your own, the suggestions within The Reading Group
Insider will get you started on the right path. This is the place to find excerpts to browse for help
with choosing good discussion titles; Q&As with the authors of some tried and true reading group
picks; recipes to complement what you're reading; tips on how to start or join a reading group of
your own; travel and field trip ideas to spice up your meetings; and much more. Suggested
discussion questions are provided for different genres and types of books, including book-to-film
adaptations and memoirs. Over 50 suggestions of reading group titles from both favorite and
emerging authors are presented within as well, all with extra content or reading group guides
included so that the resources you need are right at your fingertips. Once you've consulted The
Reading Group Insider, you'll be eager to start reading, meeting and discussing! (A Publication of
The eBook Insider Series)
  beach read book club questions: Miss Hunt�s Magic Map Read-along ebook Jenna Grodzicki,
2024-09-04 You may have heard of the old woman who lived in a shoe. But have you heard of the
woman who lives next door? Early readers will be captivated by this whimsically illustrated, modern
retelling of the classic nursery rhyme, The Old Woman Who Lived in a Sho
  beach read book club questions: What Could I Be? Read-Along eBook Alexandria Gold,
2024-09-04 It is career day at James�s school. After helping his friends decide on careers, he knows
what he is meant to do. What career will he choose? Introduce the concept of jobs and careers to
early readers with this beautifully illustrated picture book. With pre-reading questions, this fiction
book is ideal for guided reading and builds early literacy skills.
  beach read book club questions: The Banksia Bay Beach Shack Sandie Docker,
2020-03-17 A moving and heartfelt story by the bestselling author of The Kookaburra Creek Café
and The Cottage At Rosella Cove. A year is a long time in the memory of a small town. Stories get
twisted, truths become warped, history is rewritten. MYSTERIES When Laura discovers an old photo
of her grandmother, Lillian, with an intriguing inscription on the back, she heads to the sleepy
seaside town of Banksia Bay to learn the truth of Lillian’s past. But when she arrives, Laura finds a
community where everyone seems to be hiding something. SECRETS Virginia, owner of the iconic
Beach Shack café, has kept her past buried for sixty years. As Laura slowly uncovers the tragic
fragments of that summer so long ago, Virginia must decide whether to hold on to her secrets or set
the truth free. LIES Young Gigi and Lily come from different worlds but forge an unbreakable bond –
the ‘Sisters of Summer’. But in 1961 a chain of events is set off that reaches far into the future. One
lie told. One lie to set someone free. One lie that changes the course of so many lives.
---------------------------- 'Docker soars from the absolute heart.' AUSTRALIAN WOMEN'S WEEKLY 'The
best of the best of heart-wrenching yarns.' WOMAN'S DAY 'Perfect for a weekend read.' BETTER
READING 'The voice of Australian multi-generational sagas.' READ THE WRITE ACT
  beach read book club questions: Multiple Choice Claire Cook, 2016-06-29 A More Magazine
Don’t Miss pick by the New York Times bestselling author of Must Love Dogs. Her quirky voice and
sense of humor are as strong as ever.—The Orlando Sentinel March Monroe and her daughter Olivia
are going to college. March knows that Olivia is going, naturally, since she and her husband have
just made their first exorbitant tuition payment. But Olivia doesn’t exactly know the arrangement . . .
yet. Imagine Olivia’s surprise when one day she shows up for training at a local radio station and
finds out that one of the other interns is . . . her mother. very funny...with plenty of giggles.—The
Hartford Courant “Cook has a gift for telling an entertaining and funny story that is light enough for
a beach read, yet weighty enough to get under your skin and into your heart. Her characters are



quirky and inconsistent, good-hearted folks who make mistakes and have regrets, but none of the
damage is lasting. Love and forgiveness beat out hate and revenge.” —Patriot Ledger “Cook’s ability
to make families foibles ring true -- and funny -- ensures a delightful read.”—Library Journal “Claire
Cook infuses her novels with that sassy kind of off-beat humor that makes you giggle, shake your
head, and then keep reading. And isn’t that what you want a beach book to do?” —Florida Today
“Cook's characters are delightful and quirky, and the storyline is fast paced and lively with just the
right touch of humor and romance.” —Fresh Fiction “Nobody does the easy-breezy beach read with
a lighter hand than Claire Cook.” —Hartford Courant
  beach read book club questions: Tadpole Grows Up Read-along ebook Trina Saffioti,
2024-09-04 Tadpole is becoming a frog and will soon live on land. But he is worried about leaving
the safety and familiarity of the pond. Luckily, his friends give him advice to boost his confidence
about the upcoming change. This illustrated picture book covers con
  beach read book club questions: Teaching Literature to Adolescents Richard Beach, Deborah
Appleman, Susan Hynds, Jeffrey Wilhelm, 2013-08-21 This text for pre-service and in-service English
education courses presents current methods of teaching literature to middle and high school
students. The methods are based on social-constructivist/socio-cultural theories of literacy learning,
and incorporate research on literary response conducted by the authors. Teaching Literature to
Adolescents – a totally new text that draws on ideas from the best selling textbook, Teaching
Literature in the Secondary School, by Beach and Marshall – reflects and builds on recent key
developments in theory and practice in the field, including: the importance of providing students
with a range of critical lenses for analyzing texts and interrogating the beliefs, attitudes, and
ideological perspectives encountered in literature; organization of the literature curriculum around
topics, themes, or issues; infusion of multicultural literature and emphasis on how writers portray
race, class, and gender differences; use of drama as a tool for enhancing understanding of texts;
employment of a range of different ways to write about literature; integration of critical analysis of
film and media texts with the study of literature; blending of quality young adult literature into the
curriculum; and attention to students who have difficulty succeeding in literature classes due to
reading difficulties, disparities between school and home cultures, attitudes toward school/English,
or lack of engagement with assigned texts or response activities. The interactive Web site contains
recommended readings, resources, and activities; links to Web sites and PowerPoint presentations;
and opportunities for readers to contribute teaching units to the Web site databases. Instructors and
students in middle and high school English methods courses will appreciate the clear, engaging,
useful integration of theory, methods, and pedagogical features offered in this text.
  beach read book club questions: Nahid's Tooth Read-Along eBook Olivia Abtahi,
2024-09-04 Tito is a young tapir whose spots and stripes help him in the wild. What will happen to
his spots and stripes when he grows up? Introduce the concepts of growth and change to students
with this beautifully illustrated picture book. Early readers can follow the simple story and bright
illustrations as they learn that our differences are what make us special. With pre-reading questions,
this fiction book is ideal for guided reading and builds early literacy skills.
  beach read book club questions: Beach House Summer Sarah Morgan, 2022-05-17 “[A]
poignant tale of opportunities lost and regained…This emotional romance is an easy choice to throw
in the beach bag.”—Publishers Weekly USA Today bestselling author Sarah Morgan returns with the
ultimate beach read, as one woman forges the most unlikely friendship of all, and embarks on a
summer of confronting her past in order to build the future she wants... When Joanna Whitman's
famous ex-husband dies in a car accident, she doesn't know what to feel. Their dysfunctional
marriage held more painful secrets than she cares to remember. But when she discovers that the
young woman with him in the crash is pregnant, Joanna feels compelled to act, knowing exactly how
brutal the media spotlight will be on celebrity chef Cliff Whitman's ex-wife and his mysterious female
friend. Ashley Blake can't believe it when Joanna shows up in her hospital room and suggests they
hide away at her beach house on a sleepy stretch of California coast. Joanna should be hating her,
not helping her. But alone and pregnant, Ashley can't turn down Joanna's offer. Yet she knows that if



Joanna ever found out the real reason Ashley was in that car, their tentative bond would shatter
instantly. Joanna's only goal for the summer is privacy, but her return causes major waves in the
local community, especially for the man she left behind years ago. All Ashley wants is space to plan
for her and her baby's future, and to avoid causing any trouble for Joanna. But as secrets spill out
under the hot summer sun, this unlikely friendship is about to be put to the test. Don't miss the
latest Christmas book from Sarah Morgan where the Balfour family will have more secrets to
unwrap than presents, A Merry Little Lie! More captivating stories by Sarah Morgan: ⁠The Holiday
Cottage The Summer Swap The Island Villa The Book Club Hotel
  beach read book club questions: Maine J. Courtney Sullivan, 2011-06-14 NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER • The celebrated author of Commencement and The Engagements introduces four
unforgettable women and the abiding, often irrational love that keeps them coming back, every
summer, to Maine and to each other. Rich and exhilarating ... You don't want the novel to end.—The
New York Times Book Review For the Kellehers, Maine is a place where children run in packs,
showers are taken outdoors, and old Irish songs are sung around a piano. As three generations of
Kelleher women arrive at the family's beach house, each brings her own hopes and fears. Maggie is
thirty-two and pregnant, waiting for the perfect moment to tell her imperfect boyfriend the news;
Ann Marie, a Kelleher by marriage, is channeling her domestic frustration into a dollhouse obsession
and an ill-advised crush; Kathleen, the black sheep, never wanted to set foot in the cottage again;
and Alice, the matriarch at the center of it all, would trade every floorboard for a chance to undo the
events of one night, long ago.
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