beaufort nc historical society

beaufort nc historical society is a pivotal organization dedicated to preserving and promoting the
rich heritage of Beaufort, North Carolina. Established with the mission to safeguard historical
artifacts, documents, and stories, this society plays an essential role in connecting the community
with its past. The Beaufort NC Historical Society offers educational programs, hosts exhibitions, and
supports research to deepen public understanding of the area's cultural and historical significance.
With a focus on both the maritime and colonial history unique to Beaufort, the society acts as a
steward of local traditions and historical landmarks. This article explores the origins, activities, and
impact of the Beaufort NC Historical Society, providing detailed insight into how it contributes to
historical preservation and community engagement. Readers will gain an understanding of the
society’s resources, key projects, and how it fosters appreciation for Beaufort’s storied legacy.
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History and Formation of the Beaufort NC Historical
Society

The Beaufort NC Historical Society was founded to address the growing need for organized
preservation of Beaufort’s historic heritage. Established in the mid-20th century, the society
emerged as a response to increasing awareness about the importance of protecting the town'’s
colonial roots, maritime history, and architectural treasures. Its founders were community leaders,
historians, and residents passionate about maintaining Beaufort’s identity amidst modernization.
Over the decades, the society has evolved into a respected institution, fostering collaboration with
local government, museums, and educational entities. The organization’s history is marked by
significant milestones, including the acquisition of key historical properties and the development of
extensive archives that chronicle Beaufort’s past.

Founding Principles and Mission

The core mission of the Beaufort NC Historical Society centers on preserving the cultural and
historical fabric of the town. The society operates on principles of stewardship, education, and
community involvement. It seeks to conserve artifacts, documents, and stories that illustrate
Beaufort’s unique heritage, emphasizing maritime traditions, colonial settlement, and Civil War
history. Through careful preservation and public engagement, the society ensures that future



generations can access and appreciate Beaufort’s historical narrative.

Early Challenges and Growth

In its early years, the society faced challenges common to many grassroots historical organizations,
including limited funding and public awareness. However, strategic partnerships and dedicated
volunteer efforts helped overcome these obstacles. The society gradually expanded its collection and
influence, establishing a physical headquarters and hosting public programs that attracted a wider
audience. This growth solidified its role as a guardian of Beaufort’s history and a resource for
researchers and residents alike.

Preservation Efforts and Historical Collections

A central function of the Beaufort NC Historical Society is the preservation of tangible and
intangible heritage. The society maintains an extensive collection of artifacts, photographs,
manuscripts, and oral histories that document the town’s evolution. These collections provide
invaluable insights into Beaufort’s maritime activities, indigenous cultures, colonial life, and
economic development over the centuries. Preservation efforts extend beyond archival work to
include the restoration and maintenance of historic buildings and landmarks.

Artifact and Document Collections

The society’s archives contain thousands of items, ranging from colonial-era documents to 20th-
century photographs. These materials are cataloged and conserved with care to ensure their
longevity. Researchers, genealogists, and historians frequently access the collection for studies
related to Beaufort’s social, economic, and cultural history. Among the notable items are
shipbuilding tools, navigational instruments, personal letters, and early maps of the region.

Historic Building Preservation

Preserving Beaufort’s architectural heritage is another focus area for the society. The organization
has been instrumental in restoring several key historic structures that exemplify the town’s colonial
and Victorian eras. Preservation projects often involve collaboration with preservationists,
architects, and local authorities to maintain the authenticity and integrity of these buildings. These
efforts contribute to Beaufort’s charm and historical ambiance, attracting tourism and fostering civic
pride.

Examples of Preservation Initiatives

¢ Restoration of colonial-era homes and public buildings

e Conservation of maritime artifacts and ship replicas



e Archiving oral histories from long-time residents and descendants

e Development of exhibits showcasing Beaufort’s historical milestones

Educational Programs and Community Outreach

The Beaufort NC Historical Society actively promotes education and community engagement
through a variety of programs and events. These initiatives aim to raise awareness about the town’s
history and encourage local participation in preservation efforts. Educational outreach includes
lectures, workshops, school programs, and guided tours that highlight Beaufort’s historical
significance. The society’s commitment to education helps cultivate a knowledgeable and
appreciative community.

Public Lectures and Workshops

The society regularly organizes lectures and workshops led by historians, archaeologists, and
experts in North Carolina history. These events cover topics such as colonial settlement patterns,
maritime trade, Civil War impacts, and architectural history. Workshops often focus on preservation
techniques, genealogical research, and historical documentation, providing practical skills to
community members and volunteers.

School and Youth Programs

Engaging younger generations is a priority for the Beaufort NC Historical Society. Through
partnerships with local schools, the society offers curriculum-aligned programs that bring history to
life for students. Activities include field trips to historic sites, interactive exhibits, and storytelling
sessions that connect children with Beaufort’s past. These efforts foster early interest in history and
preservation careers.

Community Events and Exhibitions

Annual events and rotating exhibitions serve to celebrate Beaufort’s heritage and involve the wider
community. The society hosts heritage festivals, commemorative ceremonies, and special exhibits
that showcase artifacts and stories from its collections. These events provide opportunities for social
interaction and cultural enrichment, reinforcing the society’s role as a community cornerstone.

Notable Historical Sites in Beaufort Supported by the
Society

Beaufort is home to a wealth of historical sites that the Beaufort NC Historical Society helps
preserve and promote. These locations provide tangible connections to the town’s past and serve as
educational resources for visitors and residents. The society’s involvement ranges from advocacy



and maintenance to interpretive programming and public access facilitation.

The Old Burying Ground

One of the most significant historic sites in Beaufort is the Old Burying Ground, a cemetery dating
back to the 18th century. The Beaufort NC Historical Society has played a critical role in its
preservation, ensuring that headstones and monuments remain intact and legible. This site offers
insights into early Beaufort families, local customs, and historical events reflected in epitaphs and
burial patterns.

Historic Downtown Beaufort

The society supports preservation efforts throughout Beaufort’s downtown area, which features
colonial and Victorian architecture. By encouraging maintenance and restoration of these buildings,
the society helps maintain the historic character of the commercial and residential districts. Walking
tours organized by the society highlight these sites and their historical contexts.

Maritime Museum and Waterfront

The maritime history of Beaufort is celebrated through the support of the local Maritime Museum
and waterfront landmarks. The society contributes to the preservation of shipbuilding traditions,
fishing heritage, and naval history through exhibitions and educational materials. These sites
underscore Beaufort’s role as a significant port and seafaring community.

Membership and Volunteer Opportunities

The Beaufort NC Historical Society thrives on the support and involvement of its members and
volunteers. Membership offers individuals the chance to contribute to preservation efforts, gain
access to exclusive resources, and participate in society events. Volunteers provide critical
assistance in archival work, event planning, educational programming, and site maintenance.

Benefits of Membership

Members of the Beaufort NC Historical Society enjoy benefits such as newsletters, invitations to
special events, discounted program fees, and opportunities to network with historians and
preservationists. Membership fees support the society’s operational costs and preservation projects,
making it an essential component of its sustainability.

Volunteer Roles and Responsibilities

Volunteers can engage in a wide range of activities based on their interests and skills. Roles include:

e Assisting with cataloging and preservation of historical materials



¢ Leading tours and educational programs
e Supporting event logistics and fundraising efforts

e Participating in restoration and maintenance of historic sites

Volunteer involvement not only advances the society’s mission but also fosters a deeper connection
between individuals and Beaufort’s historical heritage.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Beaufort NC Historical Society?

The Beaufort NC Historical Society is an organization dedicated to preserving and promoting the
history and heritage of Beaufort, North Carolina.

Where is the Beaufort NC Historical Society located?

The Beaufort NC Historical Society is located in Beaufort, North Carolina, often operating out of
historic buildings or museums within the town.

What kind of events does the Beaufort NC Historical Society
host?

The society hosts various events such as historical tours, lectures, exhibitions, and community
gatherings focused on Beaufort's history.

How can I become a member of the Beaufort NC Historical
Society?

You can become a member by visiting their official website or contacting them directly to sign up
and pay the membership fee, which supports their preservation efforts.

Does the Beaufort NC Historical Society offer educational
programs?

Yes, the society offers educational programs for schools, community groups, and visitors to learn
about Beaufort's rich historical background.

Can I volunteer at the Beaufort NC Historical Society?

Absolutely, the society welcomes volunteers to assist with events, preservation projects, and
museum operations.



What historical sites does the Beaufort NC Historical Society
manage or promote?

The society promotes several historic sites including the Beaufort Historic Site, the Old Burying
Ground, and other landmarks significant to Beaufort's maritime and colonial history.

Does the Beaufort NC Historical Society have a museum?

Yes, the society operates or is affiliated with a museum that houses artifacts, documents, and
exhibits related to Beaufort's history.

How does the Beaufort NC Historical Society contribute to the
local community?

The society contributes by preserving local history, educating the public, supporting heritage
tourism, and fostering community pride in Beaufort's unique past.

Where can I find more information about the Beaufort NC
Historical Society online?

More information can be found on their official website, social media pages, or through local tourism
websites dedicated to Beaufort, North Carolina.

Additional Resources

1. Beaufort Through the Ages: A Historical Journey

This book offers a comprehensive overview of Beaufort, North Carolina's rich history from its
founding to the present day. It explores key events, influential figures, and the social evolution of the
town. With detailed photographs and archival documents, readers gain a vivid sense of Beaufort's
past and its significance in regional history.

2. Maritime Heritage of Beaufort: Ships, Sailors, and the Sea

Focusing on Beaufort’s deep connection to maritime activities, this book delves into the town's role
as a bustling port and shipbuilding center. It highlights stories of local fishermen, naval battles, and
the evolution of maritime technology. The narrative paints a picture of how the sea shaped the
community’s economy and culture.

3. Life in Historic Beaufort: Stories from the Past

Through personal recollections, diaries, and interviews, this volume captures the everyday
experiences of Beaufort’s residents over the centuries. It reveals the social fabric of the town,
including traditions, family life, and community celebrations. The book serves as a valuable oral
history archive that preserves local memories.

4. Beaufort's Architectural Legacy: Preserving the Past

This book documents the unique architecture of Beaufort, highlighting historic homes, public
buildings, and landmarks. It discusses preservation efforts by the Beaufort Historical Society and the
challenges of maintaining the town's character amid modern development. Richly illustrated, it



appeals to both historians and architecture enthusiasts.

5. The Civil War and Beaufort: A Town Divided

Examining Beaufort’s role during the American Civil War, this book explores the impact of the
conflict on the town’s economy, population, and social order. It includes accounts of military
engagements, occupation, and reconstruction efforts. The narrative provides insight into how
Beaufort navigated a turbulent period in its history.

6. Native Peoples and Early Settlers of Beaufort

This volume traces the history of the indigenous communities and the first European settlers in the
Beaufort area. It discusses cultural exchanges, conflicts, and the transformation of the landscape.
The book is a valuable resource for understanding the foundational history of the region.

7. Beaufort’s Role in World War II: Homefront and Beyond

Highlighting Beaufort’s contribution to the war effort, this book covers military installations, local
industries, and community mobilization during World War II. It features personal stories from
veterans and civilians alike, illustrating the town's resilience and patriotism. The work sheds light on
a pivotal era in Beaufort’s 20th-century history.

8. Ghosts and Legends of Beaufort: Folklore and History Intertwined

This intriguing collection explores the myths, legends, and ghost stories that have become part of
Beaufort’s cultural heritage. It intertwines historical facts with folklore, offering a unique
perspective on the town’s identity. Readers interested in the mystical side of Beaufort will find this
book captivating.

9. Beaufort Historical Society: Guardians of the Past

Detailing the formation and achievements of the Beaufort Historical Society, this book chronicles its
dedication to preserving local history. It highlights key projects, exhibitions, and community
outreach efforts that have helped maintain Beaufort’s heritage. The book serves as both a history of
the society and an inspiration for future preservation initiatives.
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beaufort nc historical society: The Ancestry Family Historian's Address Book Juliana
Szucs Smith, 2003-02-15 Know what resources are available! Sometimes the toughest part about
overcoming a research barrier is knowing what resources are available, where to go or whom to ask
for help. The Ancestry Family Historian's Address Book is your instant link to thousands of
genealogy-related organizations and resources across the US! Published in 1997, The Address Book
is organized by state and includes such organizations as: National Genealogy Societies, State
Genealogy and Historical Societies' Archives, Libraries, Museums, Ethnic and Ecclesiastical
Resources & Web Sites, Military and Federal Government Agencies, National Archives, Family
History Centers, and more! This research tool will become your first point of reference for many
future research contacts! Give it a special place on your reference shelf!
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American Revolution Bicentennial Administration, 1977

beaufort nc historical society: Grandpa Was a Whaler Amy Muse, 2018-02-27 A survey of the
Chadwick family of the Northeast and North Carolina, who played a pivotal role in the development
of the regional commerce. The narrative focuses on the period from around 1725 and just after the
Civil War. Researcher Amy Muse, a direct descendant of the Chadwicks on her mother’s side, first
published Grandpa Was a Whaler in 1961. It became the first thorough research document on the
earliest history of whaling in America in 1681 and the involvement of the Chadwick family over the
years in whaling and ocean-going shipping. The narrative focuses on the period from around 1725
and just after the Civil War, from Massachusetts to North Carolina and, in particular, to Carteret
County, North Carolina, where the Chadwicks established residency.
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Scientific Society (Chapel Hill, N.C.), 1914 Vols. 20- include Proceedings of the North Carolina
academy of science, 1902-

beaufort nc historical society: Genealogist's Address Book. 6th Edition Elizabeth Petty
Bentley, 2009-02 This book is the answer to the perennial question, What's out there in the world of
genealogy? What organizations, institutions, special resources, and websites can help me? Where do
[ write or phone or send e-mail? Once again, Elizabeth Bentley's Address Book answers these
questions and more. Now in its 6th edition, The Genealogist's Address Book gives you access to all
the key sources of genealogical information, providing names, addresses, phone numbers, fax
numbers, e-mail addresses, websites, names of contact persons, and other pertinent information for
more than 27,000 organizations, including libraries, archives, societies, government agencies, vital
records offices, professional bodies, publications, research centers, and special interest groups.
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Historical Commission North Carolina. Secretary of State, 1915
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States and Canada, 1977

beaufort nc historical society: Journal of the Elisha Mitchell Scientific Society for the
Year ...., 1915

beaufort nc historical society: Annual Report of the American Historical Association
American Historical Association, 1918

beaufort nc historical society: Directory of Historical Societies and Agencies in the United
States and Canada Tracey L. Craig, 1982

beaufort nc historical society: Preservation Yellow Pages National Trust for Historic
Preservation in the United States, 1997 An indispensable resource tool for first-time homeowners,
do-it-yourselfers, and anyone who loves old buildings.--Bob Yapp, host of the PBS series About Your
House with Bob Yapp. Preservation Yellow Pages is the only national directory of contact data and
information on preservation resources--detailed coverage of the procedures, programs, and
organizations that can help you make preservation happen. This Revised Edition features a
streamlined format, expanded state-by-state listings, preservation Web sites, and updated sources of
assistance on rural preservation, low-income housing, and legal and financial services. Eliminate the




guesswork with this one-stop reference and save time, energy--and our priceless heritage.

beaufort nc historical society: General Index to Papers and Annual Reports of the
American Historical Association, 1884-1914 American Historical Association, 1918

beaufort nc historical society: The Chanticleer , 1915

beaufort nc historical society: The Waterman's Song David S. Cecelski, 2012-01-01 The first
major study of slavery in the maritime South, The Waterman's Song chronicles the world of slave
and free black fishermen, pilots, rivermen, sailors, ferrymen, and other laborers who, from the
colonial era through Reconstruction, plied the vast inland waters of North Carolina from the Outer
Banks to the upper reaches of tidewater rivers. Demonstrating the vitality and significance of this
local African American maritime culture, David Cecelski also reveals its connections to the
Afro-Caribbean, the relatively egalitarian work culture of seafaring men who visited nearby ports,
and the revolutionary political tides that coursed throughout the black Atlantic. Black maritime
laborers played an essential role in local abolitionist activity, slave insurrections, and other
antislavery activism. They also boatlifted thousands of slaves to freedom during the Civil War. But
most important, Cecelski says, they carried an insurgent, democratic vision born in the maritime
districts of the slave South into the political maelstrom of the Civil War and Reconstruction.

beaufort nc historical society: The Whitehurst Family of Carteret County, North Carolina ,
2000 William Richard Whitehurst was born in about 1600. He married Ellen and they had eight
children. He died in 1651 in Princess Anne County, Virginia. Descendants and relatives lived mainly
in North Carolina.
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